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Resource Team Responses
GROUP 1 TECHNICAL FUNCTIONALITY

• There should be another option explored – orthogonal
• In Option 1 (linear), the water feature in the courtyard 

perhaps has a conflict with use of the space
• Space needs to be successful on a day-to-day basis
• Overhead protection should be considered along Block 

A – perhaps a glass canopy
• Rain protection between A, B & D should be 

considered
• Canopies are a problem due to funding considerations; 

not maintained
• Proper pedestrian traffic count should be documented 

especially if canopy is considered
• Enhance ability to move between buildings 
• A small percentage of students move through C to get 

to D during rainy periods
• Potentially move pathway tight to Block C with 

integrated canopy
• Snow removal is a concern for the water feature in 

linear concept 

• Potential to extend mound and nestle stage into it
• Mound should not be too steep
• Increased paving a concern for environmental benefits 
• Explore use of covered areas for bike parking
• Movable furniture is a concern – either missing or 

relocated.  Also collection is an issue
• Fixed site furniture is preferred
• Install bar code on chairs and set alarm when removed
• Umbrellas not seen as a critical element
• If chairs are movable, they should be easily moved
• Perhaps a combination with fixed and movable 

furniture
• Multi uses for stage good idea – i.e. water feature
• Perhaps use movable furniture to test out configuration 

of café furniture that would be made permanent
• 6 tables
• Smaller garbage cans needed
• Service access of memorial with layby an option
• The group prefers option 2 (ribbon) as it is not as 

forced

GROUP 2 ACTIVITIES
East 
• Allow for southerly expansion of Meekison into east 

courtyard and enliven breezeway to the east
• Attention to programming to ensure it is used
• Careful location of garbage and services so not 

intrusive to the users 
• Locate knoll more centrally so it is a/the focal point
• Protect knoll from wind w/plantings
• Ribbon design much more successful for organic 

nature plantings and contemplative activities and 
features

• Explore bike parking in place of parking stalls on East 
Mall

• Explore rain water detention and expressing and 
celebrating it through the organic east courtyard e.g. 
take the Memorial Rd runoff and run it on other rain 
source through the east courtyard

• Dry creek expression when not raining
• Permanent seating that promotes conversation versus 

movable that has no steward 
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GROUP 3 HERITAGE
In the West Courtyard, heritage review more germane, 

since it was the space with the original strong design 
intent; the East Courtyard had much less original 
design thought put into it, making it an environment 
more accepting of new design thinking.

West 
• Good heritage conservation principle: Work with the 

strengths of the original design, and layer with subtle 
interventions for accommodation of contemporary 
needs.

• Orthogonal grid is key to the original design
• Conservation best practices would be to use the grid, 

rather than introducing new geometry
• Original design integrates landscape and architecture 

as a single, integrated whole 
• Original function as ‘great room’ of seriousness and 

formality
• Original intent: paved room w/nature beyond.  The 2 

knit together at the water feature
• Rhodos and Japanese maples to be removed to open 

up views to north
• The use of materials in the expression of paved room 

vs. nature beyond
• A place of great stature unlike any other place on 

campus
• A consistent use of orthogonal language

• In a single gesture to change space, cover the west 
courtyard (and maintain original design)

• An overlay is key but w/consideration of:  contemporary 
function/meeting current needs and to what degree you 
take it… (the overlay)

• Original notion of sculpture garden only if the sculpture 
makes the space memorable.  If curated, adds to the 
dignity of the space.

• Seats as sculpture (e.g. MOMA)
• To support informal life, but not informal play more of a 

dignified space changes to support this - yet Smithsonian 
courtyard supports both

• Original location of water feature creates threshold (vs. 
extending plaza further north)

• Sculpture and potential competition w/other programme 
activities more ephemeral?

• Temporal? Artist in residence?
• Start a tradition of high caliber art installations e.g. a 

rotating/annual competition
• Environmental overlay e.g. use of materials, water
• Is a range of social seating places needed?
• What is the monolithic scale
• Wasn’t broken down into smaller parts
• The life/activities create the non-orthogonal spaces…

East 
• A new narrative, not necessarily connected to west as 1 

space formal spaces w/elevated, civic spaces

• Functioning at the level of the everyday of the formal 
events

Commentary on the 2 options presented
1. General – Departure vs. overlay
• Looking at things in plan only can lead to missing of 

opportunities
• How literal to make a functional overlay; how much is 

seen in materials?
• What might the space be like in Nov/Dec?

2. Linear option 
• Replaces a substantial area of the original gridded 

pavement, rather than being a subtle overlay – not 
ideal conservation of heritage character

• Landscape forged into being one continuous space 
with buildings separate from that landscape – 
misrepresents the distinct histories and qualities of the 
two courtyard spaces

3. Ribbon option
• More of an overlay over the original than the linear 

option – potentially better from the perspective of 
conservation of heritage character

• Ribbon reads that the existing geometry lacks seating 
spaces 

• Assumes existing formality needs to be softened  does 
it need to be softened?

• Explore semi-movable seating 
• Rain protection to be provided through good tree 

choice w/bench below and canopy off future expansion 
of Meekison

• Where is the hammock?
• Movable courtyard seating only in west courtyard

West
• Art areas needed for rotating display
• Develop night time scenario
• Ribbon w/movable chairs allow very good face-to-face
• Operating hours of the café are important
• Prune to open views to north
• Wireless in courtyard very important
•Mound v. good in north corner v.g w/seating built into 

mound w/good drainage

Overall
• Increase connection between courtyards (e.g. augment 

w/features that connect such as stronger path and 
strong ribbon)

• Ribbon could be a branding for arts; could extend to 
outer edges of Buchanan complex and beyond

• Ribbon could be lite or a focus for lighting welcoming
• Lighting and/or ribbon could be used to help knit the 

complex together and bring life
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• Seating on the east side was part of the original 
design, but it never happened… (partly b/c of shelter?)

• Informality of organic form: does the informality 
necessarily have to be from the built elements, or can 
it be generated by the people within the space? E.g. 
movable furniture vs. the fixed ribbon.

• What formal activities take place here?
• To accommodate formal use while also providing 

informal spaces
• Perhaps ribbon’s informality is better suited to the 

qualities of the East Courtyard? 
• Desired conservation of character would indicate the 

need for a subtle transformation of the West Courtyard
• Principle: to work w/the strengths of the existing and 

transform it w/subtle interventions
• The least amount one can do with the greatest effect?
• Ask how necessary are various big design moves:  

e.g. introducing mound?  Changing location of water 
feature?

• West courtyard: a surface as well as a space
• To participate in a history/tradition

Conclusions from all participants

• Areas to sit down comfortably
• Provide rain protection to promote social activities and 

programming
• Cover should have outdoor feeling/subtle

• Forgotten spaces – seek to improve w/lighting, seating?
• Nature of café to be discussed
• Meekison serves function of beer
• Food Services upscale café
• Connection/coordinating w/Chan activities
• Upscale like Perugia and Ike’s 
• West courtyard – intensity of overlay
• Need to create sub spaces
• East edge important
• Day and night overlay
• Night buildings light dominate therefore has low 

lighting for way finding
• Ribbon has an organizing theme
• Use imagery to help define experience of the place and 

overlay
• Embrace the (historic-lay)
• Explore less cartoonish version of ribbon theme
• Needs boldness to speak to Renew.  New life
• Need to create a theme that builds continuity (address 

the disconnection)
• Dynamic exchange between new expression that 

connects courtyard and allows preserves the heritage 
values of the place

• Transcend and include
• Not just an aesthetic pretty up
• Make sure that the east courtyard is not underused 

– heavy on programming
• Seating = more outdoor classroom space

• Increase attention to lighting
• Trees in east courtyard to be utilized as rain protection
• Utilize original geometry with blending/overlay of 

ribbon design rather than departing from the original 
design

• Lighten up ribbon intervention (lower the intensity)
• Provide a place for faculty to congregate
• Provide for night activities/connect with Chan Centre
• Ribbon concept should be natural evolution - include 

but transcend the original idea of rectilinear courtyard
• Look into repairing modern architecture concept by 

providing more comfortable and inhabitable spaces 
(repair vs. remove)

• Students and faculty prefer ribbon concept – even a 
usage of a more distinct colour (e.g. purple ribbon 
– arts)

• More boldness but at the same time sophistication
• Provide imagery to support design ideas (e.g. photos, 

sketches)
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The preferred ‘Ribbon Concept’ was refined in 
response to the Resource Team’s feedback, linking 
the forms directly with the orthogonal geometries of 
the courtyard and preserving the rectilinear form of 
the water feature.  The following plan and character 
images were presented at the third and final 
Resource Team Session. 

Preferred Option
Resource Team Session 3
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PREFERRED CONCEPT - PLAN VIEW              N.T.S.

water feature
an elevated platform functions as 
an informal stage and echoes the 
original reflecting pool.  

connecting to culture
the ribbon pathway extends to 
Main Mall, the Chan Centre and 
the Belkin Art Gallery beyond.

social seating
a curving edge along east side of 
courtyard provides a variety of seating 
opportunities, taking advantage of a 
sunny microclimate.

extended sightlines
selective pruning and the relocation of 
the Japanese Maples and rhododendrons 
opens up views to the north. 

accessible ramp
accommodates wheeled access to the south.

lighting feature
the covered breezeway provides an 
opportunity to creating a theatrical 
entry into the courtyard. 

covered café
a proposed transparent canopy 
accommodates greater patio use 
throughout the seasons.

bicycle parking
concentrated along the north edge 
of the courtyard. 

rain garden
collects and infiltrates rainwater. 

memorial grove
memorial trees and Rhododendrons 
transplanted from the west 
courtyard are gathered to support 
the contemplative nature of the 
east courtyard.

seating alcoves
curved seating compositions carve 
out quiet, sheltered areas for smaller 
gatherings. 

mound
social gathering area, positioned to 
take best advantage of the sun. 

knoll
contoured grass area provides 
seating opportunities.  



72

Design ReportUBC Buchanan Courtyards Preferred Concept
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WEST COURTYARD - VIEW TO NORTH   
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EAST COURTYARD                             1:500
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EAST COURTYARD - VIEW TO SOUTHEAST    
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social seating
the organic form of the seating edges provides a variety 
of social environments, including outward-oriented spots 
to observe activity in the courtyard, and inward-oriented 
pockets where smaller groups may gather.  The extended 
linear form allows people to shift with the sun, and 
accommodates larger group seating during events.
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night character
as night falls, the character of the ribbon 
seating edge may be transformed to become 
a glowing feature that animates the courtyard 
in the evenings and dim winter afternoons. 
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water
the original reflecting pool has been re-created, bringing 
the reflective, refined and playful qualities of water back 
into the courtyard.

moveable furniture
a limited number of cafe chairs and tables balances the need for 
flexibility with the challenges of security and storage.
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animated spaces
the theatricality of movement through and in the 
courtyards may be emphasized through the animated 
form on the ribbon emerging from the ground plane, 
the activity of bikes through the courtyards, and 
programmed events.  A light feature may create a 
theatrical entry into the courtyard, and the faces of 
Buchanan A and D may be used as projection screens.  
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West Courtyard
• Planting on edge of west courtyard now provides more 

continuity 
• Café canopy now provided, as well as six moveable 

tables and chairs
• More heritage elements are integrated (retention of 

existing surface, redesign of pool)
• Water feature in west courtyard now has same 

dimensions as original pool, but moved to the west to 
improve circulation; higher level is both water feature 
& stage

• Geometry of ribbon has been tightened up to respond 
to the geometry of the grid; provides a variety of 
seating opportunities in both courtyards

East Courtyard
• Mound in east courtyard kept in same location as it 

best responds to sun
• A possible “rain garden” has been added to the east 

courtyard
• Memorial trees clustered to the south of east 

courtyard, and maybe the perimeter 

East Courtyard - Character
• Seating in centre to be more natural and contemplative 

in character e.g. stepping stone path, smaller seats vs. 
benches

• Character around seating is important
• Broadcast “contemplative”
• Looser seating arrangements.  Look to use grade/slopes 

to achieve this.
• Create intimacy and privacy for individuals or smaller 

groups
• Explore using a windbreak near Buchanan Tower.  

Examine wind patterns beside tower
• Retain surface paving in front of Buchanan D 

where possible and broadcast “renewal” with new 
interventions. 

Review of the Preferred Concept based on User Activities 
and Directions Vignettes:
• Water feature in east courtyard as Rain Garden
• Seek to capture rainwater runoff from west courtyard 

and Memorial Road.  Express dry creek at other times
• Expression of water drainage should be used as a 

way to highlight the distinct nature/character of the 2 
courtyards.

• Re-instate original pool shape in west courtyard
• Does existing pool location really have to be moved? 
• Strengthen the retention or the expression of the 

reflecting pool and allow sufficient vehicle and 
pedestrian passage.  Ensure safety at night.

• Planter at entrance to Buchanan A
•  Explore retention vs. changing shape of planter
• Consider movement issues e.g. modify existing to 

respond to new realities
• Café canopy
• Explore extending rain protection all the way to 

Buchanan B

Ribbon Character
• 3 separate natures of ribbon
• Ribbon character to clearly convey “something has 

happened” as an overlay
• Shape should be distinguishable but compatible with 

orthogonal grid
• Light up at night 

Design ReportUBC Buchanan Courtyards Workshop Summary

• Purple is an Arts colour.  Red would contrast with 
green landscaping

• Explore colour, texture and boldness
• Needs to be comfortable to sit on
• Material palette, patterns, colour needs to work with 

architecture
• Various images were shown to indicate options for the 

character & material for the ribbon

Bikes 
• Aggressively explore bike shelter parking in existing 

parking lot east of Buchanan D.  Make it proper bike 
parking and celebrate it

Conclusions and Next Steps
• Accept revised principles with the addition of Character 

Defining Elements
• Response to revised ‘ribbon’ concept was positive, with 

comments noted above
• An open house will be held in September and Resource 

Team members will be notified

Resource Team Responses
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