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Background

Legal Description

PID 015-891-909, DL 3044 Group 1 NWD Except Firstly; Part on Plan 6147, Secondly; Part on Plan 9301,
Thirdly; Part on Plan BCP6556, Fourthly Part on Plan BCP23719.

Address
1866 Main Mall, UBC, Vancouver

Gross Development Area
6710m2
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Survey Plan
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Tree Survey
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buchanan precinct shadow study
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Existing Conditions

West Courtyard
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East Courtyard
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Design Rationale

The UBC Buchanan Courtyards Renew project features two public open spaces, the West and the East Courtyards, surrounded by the
Buchanan Faculty of Arts building complex. The Courtyards were first developed in the 1960's to complement and extend the adjacent
Modernist architecture. However, over the years there has been an erosion in the appearance and function of these spaces. Today the
courtyards fail to respond to contemporary user needs, aesthetics, programming, or identities.

Buchanan Courtyards Renew is the first project to be implemented through Vancouver Campus - Public Realm Plan. The aims of Public
Realm Plan are as follows:

1) Create public spaces that animate and invigorate the campus;

2) Enhance the educational experience with outdoor informal learning;

3) Promote idea sharing, creative expressions and interaction;

4) Support and nurture physical and mental health of students, faculty and staff; and

9) Instill pride and strong sense of place, showcasing UBC'’s culture.
The proposed plan calls a redevelopment of the courtyards in response to these aims.

West Courtyard

This space is envisioned as “A Contemporary Agora of the Arts" (An agora is an ancient Greek public space for gatherings, celebrations
and idea exchange). The courtyard would function as a civic space for both programmed and unprogrammed activities. Programmed
events would include concerts, barbeques, theatre productions, movie nights, and art exhibits. A pavilion on the north end of the space
would serve as a stage during these events with a large clear hardsurfaced area providing space for up to a 1000 person audience.
Unprogrammed activities would centre on the new Building A café with its canopy and outdoor seating and seating booths on the east
side with benches and tables for smaller group gatherings. Arts identity would be expressed both permanently through such elements as
sculptural forms, text bands and lighting as well as temporarily through art exhibits and performances. The proposed design is more than
a collection of landscape elements; it provides a frame or a forum for a range of engaging and transformative activities.

East Courtyard

In contrast to the West Courtyard, the East Courtyard is proposed as a quiet naturalistic space for contemplation or small informal gatherings.
Identified as “The Green,” the space would feature a naturalistic water feature, a long seating bench, a grassed berm and significant plantings.
Environmental sustainability would be displayed through stormwater collection, conveyance, filtration and infiltration and through the use of

indigenous and drought tolerant planting.

Refer to the enclosed plans, renderings and text for additional information on the proposed schemes for the courtyards.
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Design Policy Compliance

The proposed renovations to the Buchanan Courtyards are consistent with and support the eight Principles described in a Legacy and a Promise. The courtyard plans set a
high level aesthetic precedent for ongoing enhancement of open spaces on campus. While geared to the Faculty of Arts, courtyard improvements support the social,
environmental and intellectual aspirations of the entire campus community. Students, residents, faculty, staff and visitors will find opportunities for individual or communal
enjoyment in a broad range of visual and programmatic amenities. When complete, the courtyard will be one of the most distinctive and memorable places on campus.

BUCHANAN COURTYARDS RENEW Phillps Farevaag Smallenberg st YRS




Schematic Concept Plan

WEST COURTYARD

lawn
grassed area for informal seating use

water channel
conveys stormwater from reflecting poal
10 raln garden

reflecting pool

shallew pocl dramatically positions
pavilion

pavilion

covered multi-use structure for
performances, exhibits and cafe seating

text band

arts deparment generated bext
set in surfacing

sculptural forms

cafe canopy
transparent canopy for cafe seating
weather protection

seating booths
benches and tables for small gatherings

courtyard floor
unobstructed area for larger performance,
celebration events

Phillips Farevaag Smallenberg

EAST COURTYARD
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West Courtyard Rendering
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East Courtyard Renderings
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Looking east

Looking north
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CPTED Strategies

The project will enhance user safety and deter criminal behaviour through a number of means.

Sightlines
The design calls for thin horizontal forms and low planting in keeping with the Modernist landscape tradition. As a result sightlines on the site
will be enhanced.

Landscape lighting
The design will include increased lighting in both courtyards to reduce dark spots at or near entrances, pathways and seating areas. Ambient
lighting would minimize glare, deep shadows and severe light disparities.

Space activation

The programming of the site calls for the space to be heavily used during both day and evening hours. Frequently scheduled activities such
as outdoor performances and exhibits will attract and hold people and increase the perception that the area is controlled. The provision of
comfortable weather protected seating for informal gatherings will increase the informal use of the space, creating an enhanced level of
passive surveillance throughout the day and year.

Sense of ownership

The design of the courtyards has undergone an extensive stakeholder consultation process involving staff, students and facility. In addition,
site programming calls for the courtyards to be used for student performances and displays. This input and involvement will enhance the site
users sense of ownership, resulting in the increased likelihood that criminal behaviour will be reported.
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Vehicle Access

Vehicle access to the site is intended to be restricted to promote a pedestrian friendly experience in the courtyards. Delivery vehicles to the west courtyard will be required to
park at location #1 (refer to plan below) at which point goods would be hand dollied to Building C (#2), Building A café (#3) and Building D (via routes #4 and 5). When
vehicle access is required to the west courtyard (site maintenance, performance setup) , there is a route over reinforced grass north of the pavilion and reflecting pool (#6).
However, the intention is that this route would be used infrequently to preserve the grass and the pedestrian friendly space. There would be no vehicle access to the courtyard
el RGERITGH

The East Courtyard would have delivery access from the west (via route #5) and the south where vehicles would park at location #7. Here goods would be hand dollied (#8).
Occasionally vehicles could access the site via route #9.

In both the east and west courtyards, vehicle access would be restricted with the use of removeable bollards or other control measures.
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