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LOT 28: DESIGN RATIONALE

Development Permit Application
OVERVIEW:

This project is one of two lots being advanced together by UBCPT as part of a combined expansion
of the housing precinct south of Wesbrook Village, and consisting at this time of three buildings, two
on Lot 28 and one on Lot 22 (submitted as a separate package).

Lot 28 is situated on the west side of Wesbrook Mall between Gray Avenue and Ross Drive. The
project proposes two buildings, both fronting on Wesbrook Mall, over a single underground parkade.
The project is to be rental, and constructed in two phases beginning with the north building.

ORIENTATION:

The site is long and narrow, running parallel to the north / south Wesbrook Mall which dictates the
general layout of the buildings. This does provide good solar orientation to allow maximum daylight
opportunity to both front and rear yards. Parking access is provided on the south from Ross Drive.
The 'L' shape of each building frames a semi-private courtyard area on the west side which will
contain outdoor common amenity areas suitable for afternoon and early evening activity in the
western light.

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN:

Our approach to the architecture is to provide a project which tends toward a more traditional
character. We have chosen a relatively simple approach to the massing, breaking the facade into a
rhythm of larger strong masonry sections set apart by solid panels. The facades are further simplified
through the use of a reduced number of balconies, reserving balcony locations for areas of
architectural expression. Principal entries are emphasized by stronger vertical elements and use of
heavy timber accents which tie together thematically with the smaller individual unit entries which
face Wesbrook.

SUSTAINABILITY:

This project will be built to a minimum of REAP Silver, while looking to achieve REAP Gold.
Further work to confirm the proposed REAP standing will be done prior to the full DPA submission.

VARIANCE:
This proposal conforms to the zoning with only one minor variance required. In order to preserve the
live-ability and unit type of the west-most unit in Building 2, we request a side yard variance from

2.5m to 1.76m for a very short length of the property line.

Submitted by: Keith S. Hemphill, MAIBC

LOT 28 UBC

WESBROOK MALL & GRAY AVENUE SOUTH CAMPUS, UBC

DESIGN RATIONALE

LANDSCAPE:

The landscape design intent for this project is to both complement the architectural style
of the buildings and to create usable open space for the residents. The two buildings
would have a unified streetscape treatment of low landscape walls clad in a
complementary material with a rich layering of soft landscape elements of trees, shrubs
and groundcovers. The ground floor units would have access to generous exterior patios
all the building units would have access to the exterior amenity courtyards.

The central courtyard has been designed to accommodate access for units of both
buildings. The courtyard is entered from the street through an overhead arbour element.
The courtyard would have a decorative metal fence and gate to articulate the transition
from the public streetscape realm to the semi-private courtyard space. The space has
been designed to telescope to the west to a common feature amenity patio/overlook
space. The courtyard for north building has been designed to create a shared outdoor
amenity open space. The unit patios for this courtyard are nestled into to the landscape
and access the common lawn area through a small set of stairs. By raising the lawn area
we have been able to eliminate landscape walls and to maximize the amount of green
space. The courtyard for the south building also has a common outdoor amenity space.
We have used trellis elements and a layered planting approach to help define and screen
the common patios from the individual unit patios.

Submitted by: Michael Patterson
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