
Robert Murray 
Cumbria, 1966-67/1995 
 
Robert Murray was born in Vancouver in 1936, lived in Saskatoon, and studied at the Regina 
College School of Art before moving to New York in 1960. He now lives in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania while spending summers on Georgian Bay. He is well known throughout North 
America for his large, abstract, brightly painted metal sculptures. His use of geometric forms, 
with their folded, curved or twisted planes, saturated colours and smooth finishes are best 
understood from different viewpoints, their configurations first perceived as simple, become 
increasingly complex.     
 
Murray has created artworks for both urban and rural settings in the US and Canada. His work 
has been collected by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Whitney Museum of American Art, 
Montreal Museum of Art, National Gallery of Canada among many others, and can be found in 
places of prominence on numerous university campuses and in sculpture parks such as the 
Walker Art Center and Storm King Art Center. In 2000 he was awarded the Order of Canada 
and in 2018, the Barnett and Annalee Newman Foundation Lifetime Achievement Award for his 
contribution to the arts and contemporary sculpture. 
 
Cumbria was first exhibited at Toronto’s City Hall for Sculpture ’67 and then travelled to Battery 
Park in Manhattan in 1968. The sculpture returned to Canada in 1969 and was installed in a 
less-than ideal setting beside a gas station on Grant McConachie Way, the roadway that led to 
the newly-opened Vancouver International Airport. In 1995, Transport Canada donated the 
artwork to UBC and funded its refurbishment and siting between the Morris and Helen Belkin Art 
Gallery and Lasserre building. At this time, Cumbria was the first large-scale public sculpture 
installed at UBC since 1975. Twenty years later, the sculpture was removed for repair and 
maintenance with the intention of relocating the artwork to a more prominent site that would 
provide the distant sight lines the artwork was originally intended for.  
 
In a statement (1967) about the making of Cumbria, the artist spoke of how he was prompted by 
a feeling for two pieces of steel, each weighing five tons, that could shift from being understood 
as a long narrow line, to that of a hanging heavy slab, or to a weightless spread of colour. 
 



In terms of maintenance, Cumbria will be included in the upcoming “Outdoor Art Collection 
Assessment and Maintenance Plan" that is about to begin with Andrew Todd Conservators. This 
plan will be completed in February 2019 and will provide a 5 year cycle for maintenance and 
attendant annual budgets. As per the “Public Art Strategy”, item 4.5.3 Operations and 
Maintenance Funding: "The Belkin Art Gallery and UBC Building Operations collaborate to 
maintain UBC’s Outdoor Art Collection. The Belkin’s Curator of Outdoor Art advises on 
maintenance needs and prioritization. With the Curator’s advice, Building Operations develops a 
conditions assessment and maintenance plan for each Outdoor Art piece and conducts 
inspections, maintenance and repairs. Funding for inspection and minor repairs is allocated from 
Building Operations General Purpose Operating funds. Funding for major renewal or 
maintenance is allocated from UBC’s existing Capital Renewal Deferred Maintenance funds as 
necessary.”   
 
 
Barbara Cole 
Curator of Outdoor Art 
Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery 
The University of British Columbia 
1825 Main Mall, Vancouver, BC Canada V6T 1Z2 
belkin.ubc.ca 
barbara.cole@ubc.ca 
604 417 5597 
 

https://planning.ubc.ca/vancouver/planning/policies-plans/vancouver-campus-public-art-strategy
http://belkin.ubc.ca/
mailto:barbara.cole@ubc.ca


Drawing Number

Drawn|Checked

Project No.

Scale

Copyright Reserved.  This drawing is and remains at all

times the exclusive property of Hapa Collaborative and

cannot be used modified or copied without the expressed

written consent of the landscape architect.

Date

Landscape Architecture

Urban Design

403 - 375 West Fifth Avenue

Vancouver BC,  V5Y 1J6

604 909 4150

hapacobo.com

No. Description Date

 NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

University of British Columbia

Cumbria Relocation

Sept 25, 2018

1821

lh | JF

1 Issued For Review Sept 28, 2018

2 Issued For Review Oct 09, 2018

3 Issued For DP Oct 31, 2018

Cover Sheet

L0.0
1:100

DRAWING LIST

Cumbria Relocation

University of British Columbia

L1.0 DEMOLITION PLAN

L1.1 LANDSCAPE PLAN

L2.1 LANDSCAPE SECTIONS

L3.1 LANDSCAPE DETAILS

Issued for DP - November 2, 2018



UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD

W
E
S

T
 
M

A
L
L

N

EXTENT OF PROPOSED

PLATFORM BASE

EXTENT OF PROPOSED

PLATFORM OVERHANG

EXTENT OF EXISTING

LAWN TO BE REMOVED

AND REGRADED PER

DESIGN ELEVATIONS

EXTENT OF SIDEWALK

TO BE REMOVED

BACK OF CURB

CURB TO BE RETAINED

Drawing Number

Drawn|Checked

Project No.

Scale

Copyright Reserved.  This drawing is and remains at all

times the exclusive property of Hapa Collaborative and

cannot be used modified or copied without the expressed

written consent of the landscape architect.

Date

Landscape Architecture

Urban Design

403 - 375 West Fifth Avenue

Vancouver BC,  V5Y 1J6

604 909 4150

hapacobo.com

No. Description Date

 NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

University of British Columbia

Cumbria Relocation

Sept 25, 2018

1821

lh | JF

1 Issued For Review Sept 28, 2018

2 Issued For Review Oct 09, 2018

3 Issued For DP Nov 2, 2018

Demolition Plan

L1.0
1:100



(97.87)

(97.52)

(97.71)
(97.23)

(98.25)

(98.22) (98.43)

(98.36)

(98.11)

IG 98.07

TC 98.23

0
.
7
%

TS 98.83

BS 98.43

TS 98.83

BS 98.43

TS 98.83

BS 98.43

TS 98.83

BS 98.43

28%

(97.59)

(97.67)

98.43

2
.
7
%

IG 97.61
98.43

98.43

98.43

IG 98.30

3
.
0

%

IG 97.50

3
3
%

2
2

%

1
5
%

2
0

%

(97.33)

4.6%

2

7

%

IG 97.45

1

5

%

(97.98)

2

%

4

%

4%

L2.1

1

L
2

.
1

2

7944

7
9

4
4

500 TYP

3376

2
6

6
4

3

L3.1

MASS PLANTING OF ORAMENTAL PERENNIAL

L3.1

2

1

L3.1

ORNAMENTAL DRIP STRIP

4

L3.1

SCULPTURE PLATFORM

EXTENT OF PLATFORM

OVERHANG

SYM  QTY  BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME SIZE & SPACING

Ls 350 Liriope spicata lilyturf #2 pot 0,60m oc

1. ALL PLANTS TO MEET MUNICIPAL AND

PROVINCIAL STANDARDS FOR PLANT

SIZE AND QUALITY.

2. AREA OF SEARCH:  WESTERN CANADA

INCLUDING ALBERTA, SASK.,

MANITOBA, BC INTERIOR, AND THE US

INCLUDING MONTANA, IDAHO AND

NORTH DAKOTA.

3. MAKE GOOD ANY SOFT LANSCAPE

SURFACE DISTURBED BY

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY

UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD

W
E
S

T
 
M

A
L
L

NOTES

kjkjkjkjklj

1. ALL ELEVATIONS ARE NOMINAL AND ARE BASED ON SURVEY.

CONTRACTOR TO VERIFY ALL MEASUREMENTS.

2. ALL PROPOSED ELEVATIONS ARE TO TOP OF FINISHED GRADE

UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE.

3. UNDERGROUND UTILITY ALIGNMENTS ARE APPROXIMATE ONLY.

SITE WORK IS UNDERWAY TO CONFIRM UTILITY LOCATIONS

Ls

350

N

MAPLE HOUSE

MAPLE HOUSE

OAK HOUSEOAK HOUSE

EXISTING STORM LINE

EXISTING STEAM LINE

PROPOSED PLATFORM ABOVE LINE HAS

BEEN APPROVED BY UBC UTILITIES

EXISTING GAS LINE

TO BE RELOCATED

EXISTING WATER LINE

STORM LINE REMOVED

CHAMBER REMOVED

kjkjkjkjklj

LEGEND

IG INTERPOLATED GRADE

TW TOP OF WALL

BW BOTTOM OF WALL

TS TOP OF STAIR

BS BOTTOM OF STAIR

TC TOP OF CURB

BC BOTTOM OF CURB

(00.00)

0.0 %

00.00
PROPOSED ELEVATION

EXISTING ELEVATION

SLOPE

CJ CONTROL JOINT

EJ EXPANSION JOINT

EQ EQUIDISTANT

PA PLANTING AREA

TYP TYPICAL

STORM MANHOLE

REMOVED AND STORM

LEADS CAPPED OFF

Drawing Number

Drawn|Checked

Project No.

Scale

Copyright Reserved.  This drawing is and remains at all

times the exclusive property of Hapa Collaborative and

cannot be used modified or copied without the expressed

written consent of the landscape architect.

Date

Landscape Architecture

Urban Design

403 - 375 West Fifth Avenue

Vancouver BC,  V5Y 1J6

604 909 4150

hapacobo.com

No. Description Date

 NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

University of British Columbia

Cumbria Relocation

Sept 25, 2018

1821

lh | JF

1 Issued For Review Sept 28, 2018

2 Issued For Review Oct 09, 2018

3 Issued For DP Nov 2, 2018

Landscape Plan

L1.1
1:100



2
8
%

98.43

IG 98.30

98.43

EXISTING CONCRETE

WALKWAY

EXISTING CONCRETE

WALKWAY

3

L3.1

MASS PLANTING OF ORNAMENTAL PERENNIAL

4

L3.1

SCULPTURE  PLATFORM

IG 97.61

(97.50)

SITE SECTION - PARALLEL TO UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD

1:50

1

L2.1

1
3
3
5

631 935

1241

SCULPTURE DIMENSIONS ARE

APPROXIMATE ONLY

4
4
3
4

1

L3.1

ORNAMENTAL DRIP STRIP

2
0

%

98.43

(98.11)

98.43

EXISTING ROADWAY

EXISTING ROADWAY

3

L3.1

MASS PLANTING OF ORNAMENTAL PERENNIAL

4

L3.1

SCULPTURE  PLATFORM

1

L3.1

ORNAMENTAL DRIP STRIP

(97.98)

SITE SECTION - PARALLEL TO WEST MALL

1:50

2

L2.1

1
5
%

SCULPTURE DIMENSIONS

ARE APPROXIMATE ONLY

1829

1
4
2

1

7075

4
4
3
4

948

1120

Drawing Number

Drawn|Checked

Project No.

Scale

Copyright Reserved.  This drawing is and remains at all

times the exclusive property of Hapa Collaborative and

cannot be used modified or copied without the expressed

written consent of the landscape architect.

Date

Landscape Architecture

Urban Design

403 - 375 West Fifth Avenue

Vancouver BC,  V5Y 1J6

604 909 4150

hapacobo.com

No. Description Date

 NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

University of British Columbia

Cumbria Relocation

Sept 25, 2018

1821

lh | JF

1 Issued For Review Sept 28, 2018

2 Issued For Review Oct 09, 2018

3 Issued For DP Nov 2, 2018

Landscape Sections

L2.1
1:100



1
5
0

 
M

I
N

.

20 MM MINUS ORNAMENTAL CLEAR

CRUSHED STONE - REFER TO SPEC

METAL EDGE RESTRAINT, REFER TO SPEC

TOP OF EDGING TO BE MAX. 15MM

ABOVE FINISH GRADE

S
C
U

L
P
T
U

R
E

 
P
L
A
T
F
O

R
M

500

COMPACTED SUBGRADE SLOPE TO DRAIN

FILTER FABRIC LINES ROCK

SHRUB/TREE TYP.

PLANTING MEDIUM

MULCH, EXCEPT WHERE LAWN

5
04

5
0

m
m

 
S

H
R
U

B
S

7
5
0

m
m

 
T
R
E
E
S

1
5
0

PLANTING MEDIUM

3
5
0

LAWN TYP.

SCARIFIED SUBSOIL

1
5
0

COMPACTED SUBGRADE

SCARIFIED SUBSOIL

COMPACTED SUBGRADE

GROWING MEDIUM, 450mm DEPTH

COMPACTED SUBGRADE

5
0

m
m

 
M

I
N

.

ENSURE FULL CONTACT BETWEEN ROOT

BALL AND PLANTING MEDIUM

COMPACTED SUBGRADE

PLANT LAYOUT

MULCH

O

.
C

.
S

P

A

C

I
N

G

300mm

O
.
C
.

S
P
A
C
I
N

G

TRIANGULAR SPACING AT SPECIFIED

ON-CENTER DISTANCE, SEE PLANT

SCHEDULE

PAVED EDGE

PLANT CENTER

EDGE OF PLANTING AREA, PAVED EDGE -

DISTANCE FROM EDGE IS HALF THE SPECIFIED

ON CENTRE SPACING

3

L3.1

GROUNDCOVER PLANTING

1:16

610 TYP

2
0

3

T
Y
P

1
9

7

4
5
0

SCULPTURE PLATFORM EDGE TYP.

1:10

4

L3.1

1

L3.1

ORNAMENTAL DRIP STRIP WITH METAL EDGER

GROWING MEDIUM

400MM SOIL DEPTH MIN

CIP CONCRETE PLATFORM

MEDIUM SANDBLAST FINISH ON VISIBLE FACES

REINFORCEMENT PER STRCUTURAL

P
E
R
 
G

E
O

T
E
C
H

R
E
P
O

R
T

19MM MINUS COMPACTED BASE

COURSE, COMPACTED TO MIN. 95%

MOD. PROCTOR.

COMPACTED SUBGRADE,

COMPACTED TO MIN. 95% MOD.

PROCTOR.

AS SHOWN

Drawing Number

Drawn|Checked

Project No.

Scale

Copyright Reserved.  This drawing is and remains at all

times the exclusive property of Hapa Collaborative and

cannot be used modified or copied without the expressed

written consent of the landscape architect.

Date

Landscape Architecture

Urban Design

403 - 375 West Fifth Avenue

Vancouver BC,  V5Y 1J6

604 909 4150

hapacobo.com

No. Description Date

 NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

University of British Columbia

Cumbria Relocation

Sept 25, 2018

1821

lh | JF

1 Issued For Review Sept 28, 2018

2 Issued For Review Oct 09, 2018

3 Issued For DP Nov 2, 2018

Landscape Details

L3.1

2

L3.1

SOIL PROFILE

1:10

1

L3.1

ORNAMENTAL DRIP STRIP WITH METAL EDGER

1:10


























	Cumbria Relocation - Artist Statement -Murray_bio_1
	Cumbria Relocation Maintenance Statement
	2018-11-02 Cumbria Relocation Issued for DP
	Cover Sheet
	Sheets and Views
	L1.0


	1821 -Sheet- Demolition-L1.0
	Sheets and Views
	L1.0


	1821 -Sheet- Materials Layout-L1.1
	Sheets and Views
	L1.1


	1821 -Sheet- Landscape Sections-L2.1
	Sheets and Views
	L2.1


	1821-Sheet-Details-L3.1 Landscape Details
	Sheets and Views
	L3.1 Landscape Details



	CUMBRIA RELOCATION 1
	CUMBRIA RELOCATION 2
	CUMBRIA RELOCATION 3
	CUMBRIA RELOCATION 4
	CUMBRIA RELOCATION 5
	Cumbria Relocation 16428_Geotechnical Report_Signed&Sealed_2018-10-23

