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NOMENCLATURE
Binning Studios /  M-17  /  E lect r ica l  Laborator ies

The B.C.  B inn ing  S tud ios  bu i ld ing  was  o r ig ina l l y  known as  the  E lec t r i ca l  Labora to r ies ,  and 
has  a lso  been known as  Hut  M-17 .   For  ease ,  th is  repor t  w i l l  re fe r  the  bu i ld ing  as  the  B inn ing 
S tud ios .

Somerset  Studios /  M-18  /  Mechanica l  Laborator ies

The Doro thy  Somerse t  S tud ios  bu i ld ing  was  o r ig ina l l y  known as  the  Mechan ica l  Labora to r ies , 
and  has  a lso  been known as  Hut  M-18 .  I t  i s  loca ted  a longs ide  the  B inn ing  S tud ios ,  uph i l l  o f 
tha t  bu i ld ing .  For  ease ,  th is  repor t  w i l l  re fe r  the  bu i ld ing  as  the  Somerse t  S tud ios . 

BRIEF HISTORY
and CHRONOLOGY
STILL STANDING
A br ie f  h is tory  of  the  Binning Studios and Somerset  Studios

Vis i to rs  to  the  Un ivers i t y  o f  Br i t i sh  Co lumbia  (UBC)  Po in t  Grey  campus are  most ly  aware  o f  the 
many  la rge ,  ta l l  bu i ld ings  cons t ruc ted  in  the  las t  coup le  decades .  However,  amid  a l l  th is  new 
work  i s  a  c lus te r  o f  o lder,  low- r i se  bu i ld ings  o f  wood f rame c lad  w i th  s tucco .  Near  the  eas te rn 
s ide  o f  the  c lus te r,  on  Un ivers i t y  Bou levard  near  the  in te rsec t ion  o f  West  Ma l l ,  a re  two long , 
low bu i ld ings  o f  s imp le  bu t  func t iona l  cons t ruc t ion  pa in ted  in  two tones  o f  g reen w i th  wh i te 

Mining Laboratories under construction with Power House in foreground also under construction, c. 1924
(Courtesy of UBC Archives UBC 1.1/1800)
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t r im.  These are  the  B inn ing  and Somerse t  S tud ios ,  occup ied  by  the  Depar tment  o f  Ar t  H is to ry, 
Visua l  Ar t ,  and  Theory  and  the  Depar tment  o f  Theat re ,  F i lm,  and  Crea t i ve  Wr i t ing ,  to  p rov ide 
a r t  s tud ios ,  rehearsa l  spaces ,  c lassrooms,  and  a  smal l  thea t re .

A l though UBC had been leg is la ted  in  1908 and cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  campus began four  years 
la te r,  un ivers i t y  l i fe  d id  no t  move to  the  campus un t i l  1925 a f te r  ten  years  o f  teach ing  in 
makesh i f t  fac i l i t i es  in  Vancouver  and  fo l low ing  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  th is  c lus te r  o f  semi -permanent 
c lassrooms,  labora to r ies ,  and  o f f i ces  on  Po in t  Grey,  inc lud ing  the  Mechan ica l  and  E lec t r i ca l 
Labora to r ies ,  wh ich  became the  B inn ing  and Somerse t  S tud ios .   These Stud ios  he lp  represent 
the  o r ig ins  o f  the  Po in t  Grey  campus o f  The  Un ivers i t y  o f  Br i t i sh  Co lumbia . 

Bui ld ing Point  Grey Campus

UBC came in to  the  wor ld  s low ly.  P lans  to  bu i ld  a  un ivers i t y  were  f i r s t  sugges ted  in  the 
1870s ,  bu t  were  hampered  fo r  severa l  decades  by  a  shor tage  o f  funds ,  low demand f rom a 
smal l  segment  o f  a  smal l  se t t le r  popu la t ion ,  weak  government  commi tment ,  and ,  above a l l , 
compet i t ion  be tween un ivers i t y  suppor te rs  on  Vancouver  Is land  and in  the  Lower  Ma in land . 
The f i r s t  ser ious  a t tempt  to  c rea te  a  p rov inc ia l  un ivers i t y  in  1891 fe l l  apar t  due  to  reg iona l 
r i va l ry.  Ye t  a  smal l  bu t  in f luen t ia l  g roup  o f  BC res iden ts  con t inued to  p ress  fo r  a  p rov inc ia l 
un ivers i t y  resembl ing  the  s ta te -con t ro l led ,  non- re l ig ious ,  Amer ican  ins t i tu t ions  tha t  embraced 
sc ience  and pro fess iona l  educa t ion  in  agr icu l tu re ,  eng ineer ing ,  med ic ine ,  and  o ther  p rac t i ca l 
a reas  o f  mater ia l  and  economic  s ign i f i cance .  Severa l  sma l l  l i be ra l  a r ts  co l leges  opened in 
Vic to r ia ,  Vancouver,  and  New Westmins te r  dur ing  the  1890s  to  sa t i s fy  the  inc reas ing  demand 
fo r  h igher  educat ion ,  bu t  the  dec is ion  by  Vancouver  and  then  Vic to r ia  H igh  Schoo l  to  a f f i l i a te 
w i th  McGi l l  Un ivers i t y  in  Mont rea l  p rov ided  an  ind i rec t  pa th  toward  the  p rov inc ia l  un ivers i t y. 
As  the  BC economy prospered  in  the  ear ly  1900s  and Premier  R ichard  McBr ide  in t roduced 
par ty  d isc ip l ine  to  s t reng then h is  g r ip  on  power,  the  p rov inc ia l  government  and  Mont rea l ’s 
McGi l l  Un ivers i t y  c rea ted  a  loca l  co l lege  in  Vancouver  ( “McGi l l  BC” )  to  p rov ide  severa l  years 
ins t ruc t ion  in  C lass ics ,  l i te ra tu re ,  modern  languages ,  sc ience ,  and  eng ineer ing .  The prov inc ia l 
un ivers i t y,  leg is la ted  in to  ex is tence  in  1908,  adopted  much o f  the  same cur r i cu lum. 

Choos ing  a  loca t ion  fo r  the  new un ivers i t y  p resented  an  add i t iona l  hurd le ,  as  sec t iona l i sm 
had scu t t led  ear l ie r  p lans .  The commi t tee  appo in ted  to  rev iew var ious  poss ib le  s i tes  qu ick ly 
recommended a  loca t ion  near  the  economic ,  indus t r ia l ,  and  popu la t ion  cen t re  o f  the  p rov ince 
(Vancouver )  bu t  wh ich  had room fo r  agr icu l tu ra l  research :  Po in t  Grey.  The s i te  was  a lso  on  the 
ances t ra l  home o f  the  Musqueam F i rs t  Nat ion  who had l i ved  on  the  Fraser  de l ta  fo r  perhaps 
ten  thousand years ,  accord ing  to  the  a rchaeo log ica l  record ,  and  a t  the i r  Musqueam v i l l age  a t 
p resent -day  Marpo le  fo r  some four  thousand years .  The  land  p rov ided  resources  fo r  hun t ing , 
f i sh ing ,  t rapp ing ,  and  p lan t -ga ther ing ,  wh i le  the  h igh  lands  and b lu f fs  ju t t ing  in to  the  ocean 
prov ided  look-ou t  pos ts  and  de fens ive  bar r i cades .  Creeks ,  ponds ,  and  rocks  a l l  had  cu l tu ra l , 
sp i r i tua l ,  and  educat iona l  s ign i f i cance  to  the  Musqueam,  bu t  by  the  t ime UBC’s  s i te  had  been 
chosen,  the  o r ig ina l  peop le  had  la rge ly  been pushed o f f  the i r  land  and on to  reserves  to  make 
way  fo r  the  se t t le r  soc ie ty. 

Wi th  UBC’s  s i te  chosen,  p lans  to  bu i ld  a  g rand,  imper ia l  un ivers i t y  p roceeded.  The un ivers i t y ’s 
f i r s t  Pres iden t ,  F rank  Wesbrook ,  p roposed a  “Cambr idge  on  the  Pac i f i c ”  and  rece ived  assurances 
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of  generous  government  suppor t .  Work  began on  the  permanent  l i b ra ry  and  sc ience  bu i ld ings , 
bu t  a  sharp  economic  dec l ine  in  1913 fo l lowed by  the  ou tb reak  o f  war  in  Europe the  fo l low ing 
year  ha l ted  deve lopment .  UBC ins tead  opened in  1915 in  shabby,  wood- f ramed bu i ld ings  nex t 
to  the  Vancouver  Genera l  Hosp i ta l ,  where  McGi l l  BC had run  i t s  c lasses .  For  e igh t  years  the 
un ivers i t y  langu ished in  these  poor  cond i t ions  as  s tudent  numbers  ou tg rew the  accommodat ion . 
F ina l l y,  in  1923,  as  the  pos t -war  economy improved,  s tudents  and  concerned BC res iden ts  were 
ab le  to  conv ince  a  new prov inc ia l  government  to  bu i ld  the  p romised  campus on  Po in t  Grey. 
Has t i l y  in  1924–25,  the  government  f in ished the  s tone- faced l ib ra ry  and  sc ience  bu i ld ings ,  and 
bu i l t  a  c lus te r  o f  semi -permanent ,  wood- f ramed c lassrooms and academic  o f f i ces ,  labora to r ies , 
meet ing  rooms,  a  coa l - f i red  s team genera t ion  p lan t ,  an  aud i to r ium,  and  admin is t ra t i ve  o f f i ces . 
Among them were  two labora to r ies  fo r  the  Depar tment  o f  Mechan ica l  and  E lec t r i ca l  Eng ineer ing 
and one fo r  the  Depar tment  o f  M in ing  and Meta l lu rgy.  The  mechan ica l  and  e lec t r i ca l  labora to r ies , 
v i ta l  to  UBC’s  impor tan t  p rograms in  eng ineer ing ,  were  ready  fo r  s tudents  in  the  fa l l  o f  1925 
when the  Po in t  Grey  campus f ina l l y  we lcomed s tudents . 

Mechanica l  Laborator ies  Bui ld ing (now the  Somerset  Studios)

The Mechan ica l  Labora to r ies  compr ised  a  la rge  labora to ry,  th ree  lec tu re  rooms,  a  d raught ing 
room,  a  ca lo r imet ry  room,  a  s to rage room and a  mach ine  shop.  The labora to ry  accommodated 
a  Cor l i ss  eng ine ,  a  two-s tage  a i r -compressor,  and  a  new Nat iona l  gas  eng ine ,  wh ich  was 
equ ipped w i th  the  necessary  appara tus  fo r  car ry ing  ou t  comple te  tes ts .  In  add i t ion ,  two  o i l 
eng ines  were  ava i lab le  fo r  tes t ing  purposes ,  a long  w i th  a  50  hp .  D iese l  Eng ine  and Fronde 
Brake ,  a  De Lava l  s team Turb ine  w i th  condenser,  a  t r ip le  expans ion  mar ine  eng ine ,  a  carbon 
d iox ide  re f r igera t ing  mach ine ,  severa l  o i l  eng ines ,  and  a  gas  eng ine .  The Power  House w i th 
i t s  d i f fe ren t  t ypes  o f  bo i le rs  were  ava i lab le  fo r  conduc t ing  comple te  bo i le r  tes ts .  A 250  k i lowat t 
AC genera to r  d r i ven  by  a  h igh  speed compound eng ine  and var ious  s team pumps in  the  Power 
House were  ava i lab le  fo r  tes t ing  purposes .  The ca lo r imet ry  room conta ined  a  Junker ’s  gas 
ca lo r imeter  fo r  the  comple te  ana lys is  o f  fue ls  and  gas .  In  add i t ion ,  the  bu i ld ing  he ld  a  la rge 
amount  o f  equ ipment  fo r  exper imenta l  work  in  the  mechan ics  o f  mach ines ,  and  an  exce l len t 
mach ine  shop equ ipped w i th  la thes  and o ther  up- to -da te  mach ine  too ls .

Electr ica l  Laborator ies  Bui ld ing (now the  Binning Studios) 

The  smal le r  o f  the  two labora to ry  bu i ld ings  he ld  jun io r  and  sen io r  e lec t r i ca l  eng ineer ing 
labora to r ies ,  a  h igh  tens ion  tes t ing  labora to ry,  and  rooms fo r  research ,  pho tomet ry,  and  meter -
s tandard iz ing .  The sen io r  labora to ry  con ta ined  modern  equ ipment ,  inc lud ing  th ree  phase ser ies 
and  shunt  commuta to r  motors ,  a  repu ls ion  motor  o f  the  Der i  b rush  sh i f t ing  type ,  ro ta ry  conver te rs , 
synchronous  motors ,  and  d i rec t  cur ren t  mach ines  o f  the  ser ies ,  shunt ,  and  compound types . 
There  was  a lso  a  Hunt  Cascade Induc t ion  motor,  an  a l te rna to r,  and  a  Kapp Vib ra to r.  A Dudde l l 
osc i l l ograph and a  Ga l l  a l te rna t ing  cur ren t  po ten t iometer  had  a lso  been ins ta l led .  The  jun io r 
labora to ry  was  fu rn ished w i th  a l l  the  equ ipment  necessary  in  p repar ing  fo r  the  sen io r  course . 

 

The Engineer ing Huts  Repurposed
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For  some f i f t y  years  the  Mechan ica l  and  E lec t r i ca l  Labora to r ies  bu i ld ings  p rov ided  hands-on 
learn ing  exper iences  fo r  eng ineer ing  s tudents .  In  the  la te  1940s  o r  ear ly  1950s ,  the  E lec t r i ca l 
Labora to r ies  bu i ld ing  acqu i red  a  two-s to ry  add i t ion  on  the  nor th  end  tha t  p rov ided  add i t iona l 
o f f i ce  and  c lassroom space.  In  1951 the  Depar tment  o f  E lec t r i ca l  Eng ineer ing  separa ted 
admin is t ra t i ve ly  f rom Mechan ica l  Eng ineer ing  to  fo rm a  d is t inc t i ve  depar tment  and  in  1964, 
hav ing  g rown in to  a  la rge  and soph is t i ca ted  teach ing  and research  un i t ,  E lec t r i ca l  Eng ineer ing 
moved in to  a  new bu i ld ing  as  campus fac i l i t i es  expanded.  Mechan ica l  Eng ineer ing  moved in to 
the  E lec t r i ca l  Labora to r ies  bu i ld ing  un t i l  the  Depar tment  a lso  acqu i red  new quar te rs  in  1971 
( the  “Rus ty  Hut ” )  and  1976 ( the  “CEME Bu i ld ing” )  and  began to  t rans fe r  i t s  labora to r ies  in to 
those  new bu i ld ings .  M in ing  and Meta l lu rgy  a lso  moved to  new quar te rs  in  1968,  bu t  ma in ta ined 
labora to r ies  in  i t s  o r ig ina l  bu i ld ing  on  the  West  Ma l l  s ide  o f  the  Eng ineer ing  Labora to r ies  in to 
the  1980s  ( the  bu i ld ing  i s  now demol ished) .

A f te r  the  eng ineer ing  depar tments  vaca ted  the i r  o ld  s tudent  labora to r ies ,  the  bu i ld ings  were 
used fo r  var ious  purposes  inc lud ing  a r t i s t i c  p roduc t ion ,  teach ing ,  admin is t ra t ion ,  cons t ruc t ion , 
and  s to rage—somet imes a l l  a t  the  same t ime.  UBC’s  Off i ce  o f  Phys ica l  P lan t  used severa l 
ups ta i rs  rooms o f  the  Mechan ica l  Labora to r ies  bu i ld ing  fo r  s to rage,  ho ld ing  on to  these  rooms 
un t i l  the  mid-1990s .  Cont inu ing  Educat ion ,  whose programs in  Eng l i sh  language ins t ruc t ion 
g rew cons iderab ly  in  the  ear ly  1980s ,  moved i t s  Language Ins t i tu te  in to  bo th  labora to r ies 
bu i ld ings  in  the  mid-1980s ,  us ing  var ious  rooms fo r  teach ing  and admin is t ra t ion .  The  Language 
Ins t i tu te  vaca ted  to  o ther  quar te rs  in  1993.   The  Depar tment  o f  F ine  Ar ts  es tab l i shed a  scu lp tu re 
s tud io  and  workshop fo r  a  new facu l ty  member  about  1980,  and  s low ly  expanded i t s  c la im on 
the  bu i ld ings .   The  Depar tment  o f  Theat re  a lso  moved in to  the  bu i ld ings  dur ing  the  1980s ,  and 
expanded i t s  p resence.  By  the  1990s ,  the  Schoo l  o f  Mus ic  was  a lso  us ing  the  bu i ld ings  fo r 
mus ic  p rac t i ce  and  fo r  s to r ing  se ts  used in  i t s  opera  p roduc t ions .

UBC in  the  ear ly  1990s  en te red  a  new per iod  o f  g rowth  a f te r  near ly  two decades  o f  s t i f l i ng 
economic  cond i t ions  and  government  po l i c ies  o f  res t ra in t .  UBC’s  new Pres iden t  appo in ted  in 
1986 was  in ten t  on  ra is ing  the  un ivers i t y ’s  p ro f i le ,  par t i cu la r l y  as  a  research  and graduate 
s tud ies  ins t i tu t ion  bu t  a lso  as  a  compet i t i ve  undergraduate  schoo l .  Th is  v is ion  was  no t  en t i re ly 
new,  bu t  w i thou t  generous  government  fund ing  UBC’s  admin is t ra t ion  tu rned to  p r i va te  fund 
ra is ing  and commerc ia l  ac t i v i t ies  to  f inance  cap i ta l  p ro jec ts .  By  the  ear ly  1990s ,  su f f i c ien t 
money  had been ra ised  to  bu i ld  new in f ras t ruc tu re  and  to  rep lace  some o f  the  o lder  and 
temporary  bu i ld ings  cur ren t l y  in  use .  In  par t i cu la r,  UBC admin is t ra to rs  wanted  to  rep lace 
dozens  o f  wood and ta rpaper  hu ts  moved to  UBC in  the  la te  1940s  f rom army camps across  the 
p rov ince .  These rud imentary  bu t  func t iona l  bu i ld ings  had success fu l l y  accommodated  masses 
o f  re tu rn ing  ve te rans  and had con t inued to  accommodate  the  “baby  boom”  genera t ion  o f  the 
la te  1960s ,  bu t  the i r  t ime had come.  Many  hu ts  came down in  the  1990s .  The Facu l ty  o f  Ar ts , 
wh ich  hos ted  the  Depar tments  o f  Theat re ,  Mus ic ,  and  F ine  Ar ts ,  recommended in  i t s  1995 
Master  P lan  tha t  the  Mechan ica l  and  E lec t r i ca l  Labora to r ies  bu i ld ings  they  were  reus ing  shou ld 
a lso  be  immedia te ly  rep laced w i th  be t te r  s tud io  fac i l i t i es .  The  la te r  add i t ion  to  the  E lec t r i ca l 
Labora to r ies  was  no  longer  usab le  (ow ing  to  leak ing  s team p ipes)  and  the  bu i ld ings  were 
genera l l y  cons idered  unsa fe .   However,  ins tead  o f  demol i t ion ,  the  bu i ld ings  became s tud io 
spaces  fo r  two o f  UBC’s  F ine  Ar ts  depar tments .
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Fine Ar ts  Needing Space

For  many  years  UBC had never  rea l l y  p rov ided  good s tud io  fac i l i t i es  fo r  i t s  F ine  Ar ts  p rograms. 
F ine  Ar ts  educat ion  had  been a  pos t -Second Wor ld  War  deve lopment ,  when then-Pres iden t 
Norman MacKenz ie  suppor ted  expans ion  o f  the  un ivers i t y  a t  a  t ime o f  soar ing  enro l lment  and 
somewhat  more  generous  government  f inanc ing .  MacKenz ie ,  a  member  o f  the  Roya l  Commiss ion 
on  Nat iona l  Deve lopment  in  the  Ar ts ,  Le t te rs  and  Sc iences ,  add i t iona l l y  suppor ted  a r t i s t i c 
and  cu l tu ra l  p rac t i ces  as  an  aspec t  o f  Canad ian  na t iona l i sm.  Wi th  encouragement  f rom loca l 
a rch i tec ts ,  UBC launched i t s  Depar tment  o f  Arch i tec tu re  in  1949 and h i red  s ta f f ,  i nc lud ing 
acc la imed modern is t  pa in te r  B .C.  B inn ing  who was  teach ing  a t  the  Vancouver  Schoo l  o f  Ar t . 
B inn ing  a lso  began teach ing  UBC’s  f i r s t  v isua l  a r t  c lasses  fo r  undergraduate  c red i t  and  he lped 
es tab l i sh  an  a r t  ga l le ry  in  the  basement  o f  the  l ib ra ry.  A f te r  near ly  a  decade o f  in te rna l  lobby ing 
and success fu l  teach ing ,  UBC launched a  fo rma l  Depar tment  o f  F ine  Ar ts  in  1958 housed in 
the  l ib ra ry  basement  and  the  recent ly  comple ted  Buchanan Bu i ld ing ,  w i th  B inn ing  as  Head.  A 
few years  la te r  the  Depar tment  moved in to  the  new Lasser re  Bu i ld ing ,  wh ich  a lso  housed the 
Depar tment  o f  Arch i tec tu re .

A l though some o f  the  courses  in  the  Depar tment  o f  F ine  Ar ts  inc luded prac t i ce  in  d rawing , 
the  s tud io  courses  fo r  c red i t  were  on ly  o f fe red  to  s tudents  in  the  Co l lege  ( then  Facu l ty )  o f 
Educat ion ,  wh ich  had i t s  own s tud io  space ;  F ine  Ar ts  in i t ia l l y  on ly  awarded ar t  h is to ry  degrees .  
In  1971,  however,  Senate  approved a  Bache lo r  o f  F ine  Ar ts  p rogram whose s tudents  wou ld  need 
s tud io  space ;  s tudents  used army hu ts  on  the  sou th -wes t  corner  o f  West  Ma l l  where  the  o r ig ina l 
F reder ic  Wood Theat re  once  s tood .  New facu l ty  a lso  needed s tud io  and  workshop space,  and 
found some in  the  fo rmer  Mechan ica l  Labora to r ies  bu i ld ing .  When the  Depar tment  launched i t s 
Master  o f  F ine  Ar ts  p rogram in  1982,  i t  ob ta ined  use  o f  s tud io  space  in  the  o ld  Armoury  un t i l  i t 
was  demol ished in  1994.   MFA s tudents  moved to  somewhat  d i lap ida ted  o ld  bu i ld ings  on  S tores 
Road some d is tance  to  the  eas t ,  named the  B .C.  B inn ing  MFA Stud ios .  Facu l ty  a lso  needed 
add i t iona l  s tud io  space ,  and  moved in to  the  O ld  F i reha l l  i n  1984,  c lose  to  the  Mechan ica l  and 
E lec t r i ca l  Labora to r ies  bu i ld ings . 

UBC’s  Depar tment  o f  Theat re  had  a  s im i la r  h is to ry  in  regard  to  s tud io  space .  Amateur  (s tudent ) 
thea t re  had  a  long  and proud h is to ry  a t  UBC many years  be fo re  a  fo rma l  Depar tment  o f 
Theat re  had  been es tab l i shed,  fo r  the  most  par t  per fo rming  in  the  o r ig ina l  campus aud i to r ium. 
UBC’s  academic  thea t re  p rogram can be  t raced back  to  Doro thy  Somerse t ’s  appo in tment  in 
the  Depar tment  o f  Ex tens ion  in  1938 to  oversee  drama programs.  She soon c rea ted  the  UBC 
Summer  Schoo l  o f  Theat re ,  expand ing  i t  to  the  Summer  Schoo l  o f  the  Ar ts  in  1946.  Somerse t , 
a  member  o f  the  Eng l i sh  Depar tment  a f te r  1946,  became the  Head o f  the  Depar tment  o f 
Theat re  when i t  opened in  1959.  She es tab l i shed UBC’s  (and ,  fo r  tha t  mat te r,  Vancouver ’s ) 
f i r s t  p ro fess iona l  thea t re  in  1951 (a  conver ted  a rmy hu t  fo rmer ly  used as  the  To tem Coffee 
Bar )  and  lobb ied  success fu l l y  fo r  a  p roper  per fo rmance venue,  the  cur ren t  F reder ick  Wood 
Theat re  (1963) ,  loca ted  in  a  new F ine  Ar ts  p rec inc t  on  campus.  In  1967,  a  smal le r  s tud io  thea t re 
was  a t tached fo r  s tudent  workshops ,  and  named in  Somerse t ’s  honour.  However,  few courses 
requ i red  add i t iona l  s tud io  space .  The Master  o f  F ine  Ar ts  degree  in  Theat re ,  launched in  1965, 
had  op t ions  in  the  d i rec t ion  and  produc t ion  o f  p lays ,  and  des ign  o f  scenery  and  cos tumes,  bo th 
accommodated  w i th  the  resources  o f  the  Freder ic  Wood Theat re  and  Doro thy  Somerse t  S tud io .
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Mat te rs  changed in  1979 when the  UBC Senate  f ina l l y  approved a  Bache lo r  o f  F ine  Ar ts  degree 
in  Theat re ,  w i th  op t ions  in  ac t ing  and  des ign / techn ica l  and  a  very  l im i ted  enro l lment .  Enro l lment 
in  these  op t ions  was  smal l  ( to ta l  BFA degrees  exc lud ing  mus ic  hovered  a round two dozen in 
1984,  wh i le  MFA degrees  awarded by  the  un ivers i t y  ( inc lud ing  Crea t i ve  Wr i t ing)  was  fewer 
than  a  dozen) ,  bu t  the  Depar tment  d id  no t  see  i t s  m iss ion  as  p rov id ing  p ro fess iona l  t ra in ing .  
Nonethe less ,  UBC’s  thea t re  g raduates  were  mov ing  in to  impor tan t  p ro fess iona l  ro les  on  and 
beh ind  the  s tage  or  in  the  f i lm indus t ry,  wh i le  s tudents  began f i l l i ng  the  ac t ing  ro les  in  Freder ic 
Wood produc t ions  fo rmer ly  f i l l ed  by  p ro fess iona l  ac to rs .  S tudents  by  the  la te  1980s  began to 
need prac t i ce  space ,  and  found i t  i n  the  o ld  eng ineer ing  labora to ry  bu i ld ings .  A t  the  same t ime, 
the  Depar tment  began h i r ing  facu l ty  w i th  p ro fess iona l  exper ience  as  ac to rs ,  d i rec to rs ,  a r t i s t i c 
d i rec to rs ,  o r  des igners . 

Growth of  F ine  Ar ts

Al though the  Depar tment  o f  F ine  Ar ts  and  the  Depar tment  o f  Theat re  had  l i ved  w i th in  ex is t ing 
space  fo r  severa l  decades ,  they  wou ld  soon need more  as  demand fo r  the i r  p rogram began to 
r i se .  Canada ’s  “a r t  indus t r ies ”  had  g rown s ince  the  1970s ,  wh i le  the  pos t - indus t r ia l  se rv ice 
economy o f  Br i t i sh  Co lumbia ’s  u rban cen t res  in  the  1980s  and in to  the  1990s  (espec ia l l y  the 
Lower  Ma in land)  had  more  room fo r  a r t i s ts  in  new ar t -based indus t r ies ,  inc lud ing  a rch i tec tu re , 
thea t re ,  f i lm-mak ing ,  v isua l  a r t ,  mus ica l  thea t re ,  and ,  in  the  new mi l lenn ium,  d ig i ta l  med ia 
such  as  web-des ign .   UBC began to  encourage the  p rac t i ca l  aspec ts  o f  i t s  p rograms and jobs 
fo r  g raduates ,  and  to  p rov ide  an  inc reas ing  number  o f  work  exper ience  and co-op  p rograms 
w i th  work  te rms;  f ine  a r ts  s tudents  became e l ig ib le  fo r  in te rnsh ips  and  even co-op  p lacements . 
Admin is t ra t i ve  mergers  a t  UBC in  1994 c rea ted  the  new Depar tment  o f  Theat re ,  F i lm,  and 
Crea t i ve  Wr i t ing  tha t  p rov ided  opera t iona l  e f f i c ienc ies ,  bu t  a lso  fed  in to  the  loca l  and  rap id ly 
g rowing  f i lm and te lev is ion  indus t r ies  th rough courses  in  sc reen wr i t ing ,  ac t ing ,  and  f i lm 
produc t ion . 

A l though some o f  the  demand fo r  educat ion  in  F ine  Ar ts  re f lec ted  career  o r  fu r ther  educat ion 
oppor tun i t ies  fo r  g raduates ,  some re f lec ted  g rowth  a t  UBC more  genera l l y  and  the  inc reas ing 
numbers  o f  s tudents  who pursed  f ine  a r t  s tud ies  w i th  no  in ten t ion  o r  expec ta t ion  o f  becoming  a 
p ro fess iona l  a r t i s t .  A l though compe l led  to  pay  h igher  fees ,  in te rna t iona l  s tudents  a lso  enro l led  in 
the  F ine  Ar ts  p rograms (par t i cu la r l y  in  the  v isua l  a r ts ) ,  add ing  to  the  Depar tment ’s  in te rna t iona l 
f lavour  tha t  had  been growing  s ince  the  1970s  and re f lec t ing  the  g rowing  cosmopo l i tan  na tu re 
o f  the  Vancouver  reg ion .   UBC admin is t ra to rs  en thus ias t i ca l l y  p romoted  the i r  commi tment  to 
the  f ine  and  per fo rming  a r ts  in  a  spec ia l  1990 Pres iden t ’s  Repor t ,  and  p repared  to  bu i ld  a  new, 
mu l t i -m i l l i on  do l la r  F ine  Ar ts  cen t re  f inanced in  par t  th rough pr iva te -sec to r  fundra is ing .   The 
Schoo l  o f  Mus ic  a lso  appo in ted  a  new Cha i r  o f  Opera  and Vo ice  in  1995,  who launched the  UBC 
Opera  Ensemble  wh ich  g rew f rom seven members  to  near ly  one  hundred  two decades  la te r.   As 
ano ther  measure  o f  g rowth ,  Bache lo r  o f  F ine  Ar t  degrees  awarded by  UBC (no t  inc lud ing  mus ic ) 
near ly  doub led  be tween 1989 and 2008 ( f rom th i r t y -one  to  f i f t y -s ix )  wh i le  Master  o f  F ine  Ar t 
degrees  leap t  f rom two in  1989 to  th i r t y -seven in  2008.  To ta l  enro l lment  numbers  were  much 
h igher  and  showed a  s im i la r  r i se . 

Growth  in  the  f ine  and  per fo rming  a r ts  depar tments  requ i red  add i t iona l  space ,  par t i cu la r l y  in 
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Dorothy Somerset Studios
Left: Painting Studio, Second Floor
Right: Rehabilitated roof structure

the  s tud io  aspec ts  o f  the  f ie lds .  The  Chan Cent re  fo r  the  Per fo rming  Ar ts  opened in  1997 as  par t 
o f  the  expans ion  in  f ine  a r ts  fac i l i t i es ,  par t i cu la r l y  fo r  mus ic ,  bu t  inc luded the  new Te lus  S tud io 
Theat re  wh ich  took  over  f rom the  Doro thy  Somerse t  S tud io ,  leav ing  i t  to  become a  cos tume 
room.   Unfor tuna te ly,  the  new Crea t ive  Ar ts  Cent re  an t i c ipa ted  in  1990 d id  no t  mater ia l i ze ,  and 
by  1999,  w i th  f ine  a r ts  depar tments  despera te  fo r  new s tud io  space  to  meet  g rowing  demand, 
the  un ivers i t y  began to  cons ider  rehab i l i ta t ion  o f  severa l  o lder  bu i ld ings  on  the  demol i t ion 
l i s t—the  Old  Aud i to r ium (p r imar i l y  fo r  the  opera  p rogram)  and the  o ld  Mechan ica l  and  E lec t r i ca l 
Labora to r ies  bu i ld ings  a l ready  in  use  by  Theat re ,  F ine  Ar ts ,  and  Mus ic .  

UBC Renew

As the  un ivers i t y  faced  numerous  c la ims on  i t s  cap i ta l  budget ,  mount ing  cos ts  fo r  de fe r red 
ma in tenance,  and  concern  fo r  her i tage  va lues  and the  env i ronmenta l  impac t  o f  new cons t ruc t ion , 
UBC began a  ser ies  o f  re fu rb ishments  to  o ld  bu i ld ings  ra ther  than  bu i ld ing  new tha t  became 
a  par tnersh ip  w i th  the  p rov inc ia l  government  in  2003 en t i t led  “UBC Renew” .   One o f  the  f i r s t 
p ro jec ts  was  a  thorough renewal  o f  the  E lec t r i ca l  and  Mechan ica l  Labora to r ies  bu i ld ings  to 
c rea te  c lassroom,  s tud io ,  and  per fo rmance space fo r  s tudents  in  the  Depar tment  o f  Ar t  H is to ry, 
Visua l  Ar t ,  and  Theory  ( the  re -named Depar tment  o f  F ine  Ar ts )  and  the  Depar tment  o f  Theat re , 
F i lm,  and  Crea t i ve  Wr i t ing .  (The  Schoo l  o f  Mus ic  moved ou t  to  fac i l i t i es  e lsewhere . )  Bo th  were 
named a f te r  the  founders  o f  the  respec t i ve  Depar tments ,  B .C.  B inn ing  and Doro thy  Somerse t .

The renovated  a r t  s tud ios ,  sma l l  per fo rmance s tages ,  and  workshops  were  soon pu t  to  good use 
by  s tudents  and  facu l ty  when the  new fac i l i t i es  opened in  2005.  The o ld  s tud ios  across  the  road 
in  the  o ld  a rmy hu ts  car r ied  on  fo r  severa l  more  years  un t i l  2011,  when cons t ruc t ion  began on  the 
new “Ponderosa  Hous ing  Hub”  o f  s tudent  res idences  and suppor t  serv ices  (wh ich  a lso  inc luded 
some ar t  s tud ios ) .  Soon a f te r,  a  much-we lcomed add i t ion  to  the  v isua l  a r ts  a r r i ved  in  ear ly  2012 
when UBC a lumnus Michae l  Auda in ,  th rough h is  fami ly  foundat ion ,  donated  $5  mi l l i on  fo r  a  new 
ar t  cen t re  to  be  loca ted  across  the  road  f rom the  B inn ing  and Somerse t  S tud ios .  The  Auda in  Ar t 
Cent re ,  opened in  the  fa l l  o f  2013,  p rov ided  s tud io  and  f lex ib le  work  space  fo r  s tudents  and  a 
ga l le ry  fo r  pub l i c  exh ib i t ions ,  con t r ibu t ing  to  the  new mixed-use  s tudent  hous ing  deve lopment 
nearby.  In  par t i cu la r,  the  new Cent re  p rov ided  pr iva te  s tud io  space  fo r  MFA s tudents  who f ina l l y 
le f t  the i r  “de te r io ra t ing  space”  on  S to res  Road.   The  B inn ing  and Somerse t  S tud ios  had  become 
par t  o f  a  new f ine  a r ts  p rec inc t  on  the  UBC campus tha t  d rew toge ther  many  s tudents  and 
facu l ty  fo rmer ly  loca ted  some d is tance  f rom each o ther.
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CHRONOLOGY
BUILDINGS

1925:   Cons t ruc t ion  comple ted  o f  the  two bu i ld ings  as  labora to ry  space  des igned fo r 
E lec t r i ca l  and  Mechan ica l  Eng ineer ing .  (M in ing  Eng ineer ing  occup ied  a  th i rd 
bu i ld ing  nex t  to  E lec t r i ca l  Labora to r ies  Bu i ld ing ,  and  i s  now the  s i te  o f  the  Jack 
Be l l  Bu i ld ing  fo r  the  Schoo l  o f  Soc ia l  Work . )  A l l  th ree  bu i ld ings  were  par t  o f  the 
Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ing  c lus te r,  des igned by  Depar tment  o f  Pub l i c  Works  in 
1923.  H is to r i ca l  pho tographs  show the  Min ing  Labora to r ies  were  bu i l t  f i r s t ;  a 
shor t  wh i le  la te r  the  E lec t r i ca l  and  Mechan ica l  Labora to r ies  were  cons t ruc ted . 
A l l  bu i ld ings  were  ready  fo r  fa l l  c lasses  in  1925.

 The E lec t r i ca l  Labora to r ies  Bu i ld ing  (B inn ing  S tud ios)  was  l i ke ly  in i t ia l l y 
cons t ruc ted  w i th  p rov is ion  fo r  fu tu re  expans ion  to  the  sou th ,  as  no ted  on  the 
1923 Pub l i c  Works  d rawings .

 The Mechan ica l  Labora to r ies  Bu i ld ing  (Somerse t  S tud ios)  was  l i ke ly  in i t ia l l y 
cons t ruc ted  w i th  a  h igher  roo f  than  what  was  shown in  the  1923 Pub l i c  Works 
d rawings ,  and  w i th  a  second t ie r  o f  w indows no t  in  the  o r ig ina l  spec i f i ca t ions .  
Photos  o f  the  bu i ld ing  a l l  show the  h igher  roo f  –  the  cur ren t  roo f  he igh t .

 F i rs t  year  o f  c lasses  p rov ided  a t  UBC’s  Po in t  Grey  campus,  inc lud ing  the  use 
o f  the  Labora to r ies  bu i ld ings . 

1940s :  A l though no t  o ld  a rmy hu ts ,  the  E lec t r i ca l  Labora to r ies  Bu i ld ing  i s  g iven  the 
bu i ld ing  name Hut  M-17 ,  wh i le  the  Mechan ica l  Labora to r ies  Bu i ld ing  i s  named 
Hut  M-18 .  Th is  nomenc la tu re  obscured  the  bu i ld ings ’ h is to ry  as  par t  o f  the 
o r ig ina l  Pub l i c  Works  semi -permanent  campus bu i l t  wes t  o f  Ma in  Ma l l  fo r  the 
open ing  o f  the  Po in t  Grey  campus fo r  c lasses  in  1925.

 E lec t r i ca l  Labora to r ies  Bu i ld ing  rece ives  a  2 -s to rey  add i t ion  on  i t s  nor th  end . 

1964:    E lec t r i ca l  Eng ineer ing  vaca tes  E lec t r i ca l  Labora to r ies  Bu i ld ing  (B inn ing 
S tud ios)  fo r  the  MacLeod Bu i ld ing .

1972/6 :  Mechan ica l  Eng ineer ing  vaca tes  Mechan ica l  Labora to r ies  Bu i ld ing  (Somerse t 
S tud ios)  fo r  new bu i ld ings  ( “Rus ty  Hut ” /CEME) . 

1980s :   The  o ld  Labora to r ies  Bu i ld ings  beg in  to  be  used as  c lassrooms th rough the 
1980s  and 1990s  by  var ious  un i ts ,  par t i cu la r l y  Cont inu ing  S tud ies  fo r  language 
c lasses ,  bu t  a lso  the  Facu l ty  o f  Educat ion  and o thers .  The  Depar tments  o f  F ine 
Ar ts  and  Theat re  beg in  to  use  these  bu i ld ings  fo r  s tud ios .

2000:  Mechan ica l  Labora to r ies  Bu i ld ing  (Somerse t  S tud ios)  i s  the  f i r s t  bu i ld ing 
rehab i l i ta ted  under  what  became the  “UBC Renew”  p rogram.   Repurposed as 
d rama rehearsa l  s tud ios ,  pa in t ing  s tud ios ,  and  a r ts  workshop.

2005:    E lec t r i ca l  Labora to r ies  Bu i ld ing  (B inn ing  S tud ios)  rehab i l i ta ted  under  the  “UBC 
Renew”  in i t ia t i ve  fo r  use  by  F ine  Ar ts  p rogram.

2007:   The  B inn ing  and Somerse t  S tud ios  a re  o f f i c ia l l y  opened a f te r  the i r  rehab i l i ta t ions .
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B.C.  BINNING,  DOROTHY SOMERSET AND THE DEPARTMENTS OF F INE ARTS
AND THEATRE AT UBC
1937:   Doro thy  Somerse t  h i red  as  f i r s t  permanent  s ta f f  member  o f  the  UBC Depar tment 

o f  Ex tens ion  to  superv ise  d rama courses .

1938:    Somerse t  launches  UBC’s  f i r s t  Summer  Schoo l  o f  Theat re  (Dept .  o f  Ex tens ion) .

1946:    Summer  Schoo l  o f  Theat re  expands  to  become Summer  Schoo l  o f  the  Ar ts .

1949:    B .C.  B inn ing  a r r i ves  a t  UBC to  teach  in  the  Depar tment  o f  Arch i tec tu re  (Facu l ty 
o f  App l ied  Sc ience)  and  a lso  beg ins  to  teach  c lasses  in  a r t  and  a r t  h is to ry ;  UBC 
es tab l i shes  an  a r t  ga l le ry  in  the  basement  o f  Ma in  L ib ra ry.

1951:    Somerse t  oversees  the  convers ion  o f  the  To tem Coffee  Bar  (To tem Snack  Bar ) 
in to  the  un ivers i t y ’s  f i r s t  p ro fess iona l  thea t re .

1958:    Senate  approves  a  Depar tment  o f  Theat re ,  w i th  Somerse t  as  Head.

1958:    B inn ing  he lps  es tab l i sh  the  Dept .  o f  F ine  Ar ts  (Facu l ty  o f  Ar ts ) ,  and  becomes 
f i r s t  Head.  The Depar tment  i s  housed in i t ia l l y  in  basement  o f  Ma in  L ib ra ry, 
and  subsequent ly  in  the  Buchanan Bu i ld ing .  S tud io  courses  on ly  o f fe red  to 
Educat ion  s tudents ;  a r t  s tud ios  loca ted  in  WWII  a rmy hu ts  and  then  basement 
o f  the  Scar fe  (Educat ion)  Bu i ld ing  (1962) .

1962:     Lasser re  Bu i ld ing  opens ,  houses  Dep ’ t .  o f  F ine  Ar ts .

1963:  New Freder ic  Wood Theat re  opens ,  a f te r  years  o f  campa ign ing  by  Somerse t 
and  suppor te rs .

1965 MFA o f fe red  by  the  Depar tment  o f  Theat re

1967:    Theat re  s tud io  space  added to  the  back  o f  the  Freder ic  Wood Theat re  and 
named “Doro thy  Somerse t  S tud io ” .

 Two s tud io  courses  in  F ine  Ar ts  by  1970 (d rawing  and pr in tmak ing ,  wh ich  uses 
the  Facu l ty  o f  Educat ion  p r in tmak ing  hu t ) .

1971:    Dept .  o f  F ine  Ar ts  in t roduces  the  BFA degree ,  w i th  s tud io  courses  taught  in  a rmy 
hu ts  on  West  Ma l l .

1982:    Dept .  o f  F ine  Ar ts  in t roduces  MFA program;  the  Depar tment  ge ts  par t ia l  use  o f 
the  ups ta i rs  o f  the  o ld  Armoury  un t i l  i t s  demol i t ion  in  1994 fo r  the  Ts ing  Tao 
Bu i ld ing ;  MFA s tud ios  move to  o ld  hu ts  fu r ther  away on  6363 Stores  Road.

1996:    Mos t  hu ts  on  West  Ma l l  demol ished,  bu t  Huts  M-21  and M-22 saved and used 
as  F ine  Ar ts  s tud ios .

1997:    Doro thy  Somerse t  S tud io  a t  back  o f  F reder ic  Wood Theat re  i s  c losed ;  s tud io 
p roduc t ions  moved to  the  new BC Te l  S tud io  in  the  Chan Cent re ;  new Eng l i sh 
Language Ins t i tu te  (EL I )  bu i ld ing  occup ied  by  Cont inu ing  S tud ies .

2000:  Move in to  rehab i l i ta ted  Mechan ica l  Labora to r ies  Bu i ld ing  (M-18)  fo r  use  as 
d rama rehearsa l  s tud ios ,  pa in t ing  s tud ios ,  and  a r ts  workshop.

2001:  Dept .  o f  F ine  Ar ts  renamed the  Depar tment  o f  Ar t  H is to ry,  Visua l  Ar t ,  and 
Theory.

2007:  E lec t r i ca l  Labora to r ies  Bu i ld ing  (M-17)  rehab i l i ta ted  fo r  use  by  F ine  Ar ts 
p rogram.  The two re fu rb ished labora to ry  bu i ld ings  o f f i c ia l l y  reopen as  the  B .C. 
B inn ing  and Doro thy  Somerse t  S tud ios .

2013:    The  new Auda in  Ar t  Cent re  p rov ides  MFA s tud ios ,  f lex ib le  work  space ,  and  a 
pub l i c  ga l le ry. 

Top:  
B.C. Binning, 1959 (UBC 5.1/187)
Bottom: 
Dorothy Somerset, 1965 (UBC 20.1/19)
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Aerial view of UBC Campus, c.1950 (UBC 1.1/11619)
 

Applied Science
Laboratories

Public Works sectional drawing of Laboratories buildings, 1923 (Courtesy of UBC)
Mining Laboratories (now demolished) Electrical Laboratories 

(now Binning Studios)
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Electrical Laboratories
(now B.C. Binnng Studios)
 

Mechanical Laboratories
(now Dorothy 
Somerset Studios)
 

Mining Laboratories
(now demolished)
 

Old Fire Hall
 

Old Power House
 

Aerial view of the UBC Campus, 1950
(Courtesy of UBC Archives UBC 1.1/11553-6)

North  2-storey addition
constructed in the 1940s
 

Mechanical Laboratories 
(now Somerset Studios)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
B.C.  B INNING STUDIOS AND 
DOROTHY SOMERSET STUDIOS 
DESCRIPTION

The B.C.  B inn ing  and Doro thy  Somerse t  S tud ios  a re  the  two s imp le  gab le - roo fed  bu i ld ings  on 
the  nor th  s ide  o f  Un ivers i t y  Bou levard  be tween Ma in  and  West  Ma l l s  on  the  Po in t  Grey  Campus 
o f  The  Un ivers i t y  o f  Br i t i sh  Co lumbia .  The  two bu i ld ings  a re  s i tua ted  be tween the  newer  Henry 
Angus  Bu i ld ing  on  Ma in  Ma l l ,  and  the  Jack  Be l l  Schoo l  o f  Soc ia l  Work  on  West  Ma l l .

VALUES

As two o f  the  very  ear l ies t  bu i ld ings  on  campus,  the  B .C.  B inn ing  and Doro thy  Somerse t  S tud ios 
a re  o f  h is to r i ca l  va lue  in  the i r  s i t ing ,  the i r  ro le  in  the  ear ly  h is to ry  o f  the  campus,  and  the i r 

B.C. Binning Studios on the left; Dorothy Somerset Studios on the right; 
(1960s additions to the Power House beyond)
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more  recent  h is to ry  o f  repurpos ing .  The bu i ld ings  a re  a lso  o f  cu l tu ra l  and  soc ia l  va lue  as 
env i ronments  fo r  the  opera t ion  o f  la rge-sca le  equ ipment  and ,  more  recent ly,  as  p laces   fo r  the 
p roduc t ion  o f  la rge-sca le  v isua l  a r t  and  the  deve lopment  o f  per fo rmance works .

The Stud ios  a re  a  s ign i f i can t  phys ica l  component  o f  the  ear ly  campus,  fea tu red  in  ear ly  
pho tograph ic  imagery,  and  key  to  the  un ivers i t y ’s  h is to r i ca l  iden t i t y.   Des igned and bu i l t  i n 
two years ,  the  bu i ld ings  a re  va luab le  as  examples  o f  s tandard  work  done in  the  1920s  by  the 
p rov ince ’s  Depar tment  o f  Pub l i c  Works ,  the  b ranch  o f  the  c iv i l  se rv ice  charged w i th  bu i ld ing 
in f ras t ruc tu re  th roughout  the  p rov ince .  L ike  the  o ther,  phys ica l l y  s im i la r  semi -permanent 
bu i ld ings  tha t  surv ive  today,  the  S tud ios ’ economy o f  fo rm,  mater ia ls ,  and  de ta i l i ng  convey 
the  modes t  scope o f  the  ear l ies t  campus,  and  the  f inanc ia l  c i rcumstances  sur round ing  the 
un ivers i t y ’s  beg inn ings .   The  Pub l i c  Works  bu i ld ings  p rov ide  ev idence o f  the  un ivers i t y  as , 
fundamenta l l y,  an  in i t ia t i ve  o f  the  p rov ince  cons t ra ined  by  the  p rov inc ia l  budget  and  mot iva ted 
by  the  u rgency  to  make educat iona l  space  ava i lab le  fo r  facu l ty  and  s tudents  in  t ime fo r  c lasses 
in  the  fa l l  o f  1925.

The prov is iona l  na tu re  o f  the  bu i ld ings  (be ing  par t  o f  the  semi -permanent  bu i ld ing  c lus te r )  i s  an 
impor tan t  example  o f  the  ad-hoc  deve lopment  o f  the  ear ly  campus as  funds  and resources  cou ld 
be  ob ta ined  –  a  p rac t i ce  most  famous ly  exempl i f ied  by  the  la te r  repurpos ing  o f  a rmy hu ts  fo r 
use  as  c lassrooms,  o f f i ces ,  and  labora to r ies  in  the  1940s .  That  the  bu i ld ings  were  repurposed 
fo l low ing  the  re loca t ion  o f  the  eng ineer ing  labora to r ies  to  new fac i l i t i es  in  the  1970s  ind ica tes 
bo th  the  ins t i tu t iona l  h is to ry  o f  “mak ing-do”  w i th  ex is t ing  in f ras t ruc tu re  as  the  campus grew, 
and  a lso  the  d ramat ic  g rowth  o f  the  number  o f  s tudents  in  the  eng ineer ing  p rograms and o f  the 
s tudent  popu la t ion  more  genera l l y  s ince  1925,  par t i cu la r l y  dur ing  the  1960s .

The Stud ios  a re  o f  par t i cu la r  va lue  fo r  the i r  h is to ry  o f  repurposed use ,  and  the i r  phys ica l 
ma l leab i l i t y  to  accommodate  the i r  new uses ,  re f lec t ing  the  un ivers i t y  cu l tu re  o f  the  la te  20 th 
Century  tha t  recogn ized  the  po ten t ia l  va lue  o f  ex is t ing  bu i ld ing  s tock .  The  s tud ios  were  among 
the  ear l ies t  sus ta inab le  phys ica l  in f ras t ruc tu re  upgrades  under  the  un ivers i t y ’s  UBC Renew 
program.

The s tud ios  a re  a lso  o f  cu l tu ra l  and  soc ia l  va lue  fo r  p rov id ing  over  the  pas t  cen tu ry  in tens ive ly -
used,  coopera t i ve ,  and  s tudent -cen t red  c rea t i ve  and  soc ia l  learn ing-space,  and  fo r  be ing 
the  sub jec t  o f  the  ear l ies t  sus ta inab le  phys ica l  upgrades  under  the  un ivers i t y ’s  UBC Renew 
program.

Because o f  the i r  names,  the  two bu i ld ings  ho ld  cons iderab le  symbo l i c  va lue  as  they  honour  two 
p ioneers  o f  f ine  a r ts  a t  UBC:  B .C.  B inn ing  in  v isua l  a r ts  and  a rch i tec tu re ;  Doro thy  Somerse t  in 
thea t re  a r ts .

The B inn ing  and Somerse t  S tud ios  a re  va luab le  as  a  phys ica l  record  o f  the  campus as  i t  was 
f i r s t  bu i l t .  These ear ly  bu i ld ings  represent  a  t ime when the  un ivers i t y  was  an  under tak ing 
s t r i c t l y  o f  the  p rov inc ia l  government ,  f inanced by  the  peop le  o f  BC fo r  the  peop le  o f  BC. 
The s imp ly -p lanned and de ta i led  durab le  wood f rame and t russ  cons t ruc t ions  have  prov ided 
serv iceab le ,  economica l ,  and  ma l leab le  space  a t  the  un ivers i t y  fo r  a lmos t  100  years .  The 
la te r,  g rander  cons t ruc t ions  a round them on ly  serve  to  underscore  the  va lue  o f  the  S tud ios  as 
modes t  versa t i le  bu i ld ings  w i th  un ique  a t t r ibu tes  repurposed to  su i t  the  chang ing  needs  o f  the 
un ivers i t y. 
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CHARACTER-DEFINING ELEMENTS
Si te
•  Spat ia l  a r rangement  o f  ne ighbour ing  S tud io  bu i ld ings ,  and  spa t ia l  re la t ionsh ip 

w i th  the  Semi -permanent  bu i ld ing  c lus te r
•  Address  on  Un ivers i t y  Bou levard
•  Phys ica l  connec t ion  across  shared  ou tdoor  cor r idor

B.C.  Binning Studios
In tang ib le : 
•  Present  and  pas t  names o f  the  bu i ld ing
•  Reference  to  i t  be ing  par t  o f  the  Semi -permanent  bu i ld ing  c lus te r
•  H is to ry  o f  c rea t i ve  co l labora t ions

Tang ib le : 
•  Wood f rame cons t ruc t ion ,  wood t russ  roo f  s t ruc tu re
•  Gab le  fo rm (1925 bu i ld ing  w i th  sou th  ex tens ion  on ly )
•  Vis ib le  aspec ts  o f  the  2005 upgrade
•  S tucco  c ladd ing
•  Or ig ina l  wood w indows and doors
•  Remnants  o f  o r ig ina l  in te r io r  spaces  and f in ishes ,  o r ig ina l  t r im
•  Natura l l y - l i t  c lassrooms and o f f i ces

Dorothy Somerset  Studios
In tang ib le : 
•  Present  and  pas t  names o f  the  bu i ld ing
•  Reference  to  i t  be ing  par t  o f  the  Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ing  c lus te r
•  H is to ry  o f  c rea t i ve  co l labora t ions
•  Unprogrammed soc ia l  even ts  fo r  Theat re  Depar tment  s tudents  in  Second 

F loor  Lounge 

Tang ib le :  
•  Wood f rame cons t ruc t ion ,  exposed wood roo f  t russ  s t ruc tu re
•  Vis ib le  s t ruc tu ra l  members  tha t  a re  par t  o f  the  2000 upgrade
•  Gab le  fo rm (1925 bu i ld ing  w i th  sou th  ex tens ion  on ly )
•  S tucco  c ladd ing
•  Or ig ina l  wood w indows and doors
•  Remnants  o f  o r ig ina l  in te r io r  spaces  and f in ishes ,  o r ig ina l  t r im
•  Natura l l y - l i t  c lassrooms and o f f i ces
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Top: Binning: hallway with new structural reinforcements 
Middle: Binning: new student lounge with old roof truss members
Bottom:  Binning: hallway with original exterior doors

Right: Somerset: Drawings for rehabilitation, 2000
 (Courtesy of UBC and The Colborne Architectural Group) 
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