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CHRONOLOGY
1923 Drawings  p repared  by  the  Pub l i c  Works  Depar tment  fo r  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f 

the  Semi -permanent   Bu i ld ings  on  the  new UBC campus on  Po in t  Grey  near 
Vancouver,  inc lud ing  the  Ar ts  Bu i ld ing  (now the  Math  Bu i ld ing)  and  the 
Agr icu l tu re  Bu i ld ing  (now the  Math  Annex) .  

1924-5  Cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ings  on  campus a longs ide  the 
permanent  Sc ience  Bu i ld ing  (now the  Chemis t ry  Bu i ld ing ,  comple ted  in  1923) 
and  the  Ma in  L ib ra ry  (now the  cen t re  sec t ion  o f  the  Barber  Learn ing  Cent re , 
comple ted  in  1925) .

1927  Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ing  c lus te r :
 F ron t  le f t :   Agr icu l tu re  Bu i ld ing  (now the  Math  Annex)
 Cent re  r igh t :  Ar ts  Bu i ld ing  (now Math  Bu i ld ing)
 Far  r igh t :  Aud i to r ium (now Old  Aud i to r ium)
 Far  le f t :  Geography  Bu i ld ing 
 (Out  o f  p ic tu re  f rame,  on  r igh t :  Admin is t ra t ion  Bu i ld ing
 (Out  o f  p ic tu re  f rame on  le f t :  Powerhouse and Old  F i re  Ha l l )

1972 Sedgewick  L ib ra ry  cons t ruc t ion ,  wh ich  took  over  most  o f  the  lawn tha t  fo rmed 
the  g rounds  in  f ron t  the  Math  Bu i ld ing  and Math  Annex  bu t  ma in ta ined  the  ro le 
o f  the  Semi -permanent  bu i ld ing  c lus te r  as  the  wes te rn  edge o f  L ib ra ry  Garden.

1996 Wal te r  Koerner  L ib ra ry  cons t ruc ted  inc lud ing  p ieces  o f  the  Sedgewick  L ib ra ry, 
wh ich  rep laced the  Math  Bu i ld ing  as  the  wes te rn  edge o f  the  cen t ra l  campus 
space,  L ib ra ry  Garden. 
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INTRODUCTION
NOMENCLATURE

The Math  Bu i ld ing  ( fu l l  cu r ren t  name:  Mathemat ics  Bu i ld ing)  was ,  when f i r s t  bu i l t ,  ca l led  the 
Ar ts  Bu i ld ing ;  the  Math  Annex  ( fu l l  cu r ren t  name:  Mathemat ics  Annex)  was  ca l led  the  Agr icu l tu re 
Bu i ld ing .

HISTORICAL NOTE

The Math  Bu i ld ing  and Math  Annex ,  bo th  comple ted  in  1925,  a re  two o f  the  ear l ies t  bu i ld ings 
on  campus,  par t  o f  the  c lus te r  te rmed the  Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ings ,  because o f  the i r  s ta tus  as 
temporary  academic  space  tha t  were  to  be  rep laced in  re la t i ve ly  shor t  o rder  w i th  bu i ld ings  o f 
s ta tu re  equa l  to  the  Sc ience  Bu i ld ing  (now Chemis t ry  Bu i ld ing)  and  the  Ma in  L ib ra ry  (now the 
cen t re  b lock  o f  the  Barber  Learn ing  Cent re )  when prov inc ia l  funds  were  fo r thcoming .   Des igned 
in  1923 by  the  p rov ince ’s  Depar tment  o f  Pub l i c  Works ,  the  bu i ld ings  a re  lack ing  expens ive 
s tone  de ta i l i ng  and  lo f ty  a rch-work  tha t  charac te r i zed  the  permanent  bu i ld ings  des igned by  the 
campus arch i tec ts  Sharp  &  Thompson,  and  wh ich  were  comple ted  in  the  same f i r s t  years  o f  the 
campus.   Tha t  the  Math  Bu i ldng  and Math  Annex  bu i ld ing  rep lacement  d id  no t  come to  pass 
i s  an  impor tan t  re f lec t ion  no t  on ly  on  the  un ivers i t y ’s  h is to ry  o f  cap i ta l  fund ing ,  bu t  a lso  the 
endur ing  va lue  o f  these  we l l -cons t ruc ted  and serv iceab le  bu i ld ings .
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SITING

Along w i th  the  O ld  Admin is t ra t ion  Bu i ld ing ,  the  Math  Bu i ld ing  and Math  Annex  fo rmed the 
wes te rn  boundary  o f  the  cen t ra l  open space o f  the  campus –  now ca l led  L ib ra ry  Garden – 
wh ich  was  the  cen t ra l  open space on  campus,  incorpora t ing  a  sec t ion  o f  Ma in  Ma l l .  Many  ear ly 
pho tographs  o f  the  campus fea tu re  a  v iew f rom the  cen t ra l  s teps  o f  the  Ma in  L ib ra ry  across 
L ib ra ry  Garden to  the  Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ings .   One o f  the  bes t  these  photographs  (UBC 
arch ive  pho to  1 .1 /1410 by  Leonard  Frank)  i s  seen here :

The Math  Bu i ld ing  and Math  Annex  a re  in tegra l  to  the  ear ly  i conography  o f  the  un ivers i t y  as 
an  o rdered ,  open p lace  fo r  unencumbered  thought .  Other  a r res t ing  images  ( fo r  example ,  the 
UBC Arch ive  pho to  1 .1 /2695 by  Leonard  Frank  be low)  por t ray  the  bu i ld ings ’ ro les  as  a  par t  in 
fo rming  the  wes te rn  wa l l  l i ne  o f  Ma in  Ma l l :
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The campus has  changed around the  Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ing  c lus te r  in  the  94  years  s ince 
the i r  cons t ruc t ion .   The  layou t  o f  the  c lus te r,  once  so  obv ious ly  he lp ing  fo rm a  re f ined  landscape 
o f  the  campus f rom the  coas ta l  landscape,  los t  much o f  i t s  power  f i r s t  w i th  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f 
Sedgewick  L ib ra ry  and   the  resu l t ing  compl ica t ion  o f  the  L ib ra ry  Square  space,  and  then  more 
d ras t i ca l l y  w i th  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  Koerner  L ib ra ry  on  the  Sedgewick  L ib ra ry  g rounds , 
wh ich  b locked ou t  the  bes t  v iews o f  the  c lus te r.  

DESIGN

The des ign  o f  the  Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ings  was  the  work  o f  the  p rov inc ia l  Depar tment  o f 
Pub l i c  Works ,  the  b ranch  o f  the  p rov inc ia l  government  g iven  the  task  o f  bu i ld ing  the  p rov inc ia l 
in f ras t ruc tu re .  The  depar tment  rep laced the  Lands  and Works  Depar tment  in  1908 w i th  the 
enac tment  o f  the  Depar tment  o f  Pub l i c  Works  Ac t  (SBC 1908,  c .  41) .  I t s  mandate  inc luded 
cons t ruc t ion  and  ma in tenance o f  government  o f f i ces  and  bu i ld ings ,  pub l i c  h ighways ,  b r idges , 
wharves ,  r i ve r -bank  p ro tec t ion ,  and  ma in tenance o f  fe r ry  and  s teamboat  serv ices .  In  1947 the 
work  o f  the  depar tment  was  d iv ided  in to  d is t r i c t  o f f i ces ,  an  Arch i tec t ’s  Branch ,  Account ing 
Branch ,  Eng ineer ing  Branch ,  and  Equ ipment  Branch .  The depar tment  was  a lso  respons ib le  fo r 
bo i le r  inspec t ion  and  e lec t r i ca l  energy  inspec t ion . 

The des ign  o f  each  bu i ld ing   i s  no tab le  fo r  res t ra ined  de ta i l i ng  in  a  vague ly  Goth ic - insp i red 
de ta i l s  popu la r  in  the  Eng l i sh -speak ing  wor ld  fo r  ins t i tu t ions  o f  h igher  learn ing ,  and  wh ich 
re fe r  to  the  g rander  nearby  permanent  bu i ld ings  –  the  Ma in  L ib ra ry  and  the  Sc ience  Bu i ld ing .  
M inor  f lour ishes  a round arched ma in  ex te r io r  doors  and  porches  come across  as  bu i ld ings  w i th 
suppor t ing  ro les  in  sympathy  w i th  the  lo f t ie r  permanent  s t ruc tu res .

MATERIALS

The mater ia l  pa le t te  o f  the  two bu i ld ings  i s  t yp ica l  fo r  the  Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ing  c lus te r : 
rough-cas t  s tucco  c ladd ing ,  ganged or  pa i red  wood w indow open ings  w i th  s tucco  jamb and 
head revea ls  and  a  p ro jec t ing  wood s i l l  (perhaps  f lashed f rom the  beg inn ing) ,  doub le -hung 
wood sash ,  and  s l igh t l y  o rnamented  roo f  parapet  s i lhouet tes ,  and  l igh t l y  o rnamented  doorways , 
usua l l y  inse t  w i th in  a rched open ings  in  the  bu i ld ing  face .
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Left  Top: Agriculture Building (now Math Annex) Arts Building (now Math Building),1927 (UBC 1.1/706)
 Middle: Arts and Administration Buildings, 1929 (UBC 1.1/701)
 Bottom:  Rear of Arts Building with 250 Lecture Room, 1940s? (UBC 29.1/36)
Right Top: Arts Building, 1929 (UBC 1.1/867)
 Middle: Arts and Agriculture Buildings framing Main Library, 1940s? (UBC 1.1/699)
 Bottom: Arts, Administration and Auditorium Building under construction, 1925 (UBC 29.1/71)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
MATH BUILDING & MATH ANNEX
DESCRIPTION

The Math  Bu i ld ing  and Math  Annex  a re  two o f  the  s imp le  s tuccoed two-s to rey  bu i ld ings  in  the 
b lock  o f  academic  bu i ld ings  be tween Agr icu l tu re  Road and Memor ia l  Road,  and  West  and  Ma in 
Ma l l s .  The  Math  Bu i ld ing  i s  s i tua ted  immedia te ly  wes t  o f  the  Wal te r  Koerner  L ib ra ry ;  the  Math 
Annex  i s  immed ia te ly  to  i t s  sou th .

VALUES

As two o f  the  very  ear l ies t  bu i ld ings  on  campus,  the  Math  Bu i ld ing  and Math  Annex  a re  va lued 
fo r  the i r  h is to r i c  ro le  in  he lp ing  fo rm the  cen t ra l  open space on  campus in  f ron t  o f  the  o ld  Ma in 
L ib ra ry,  the i r  p rov is iona l  na tu re  as  temporary  bu i ld ings ,  and  the i r  sheer,  endur ing  p resence 
( toge ther  w i th  the  Geography  Bu i ld ing ,  O ld  Admin is t ra t ion  Bu i ld ing  and Aud i to r ium)  –  a  phys ica l 
encounter  w i th  the  ear l ies t  e lements  o f  the  UBC campus and,  by  ex tens ion  i t s  foundat iona l 
cu l tu re ,  a t  the  hear t  o f  the  ever -deve lop ing  campus.



                                             
            5 MAY 2017

9

The Math  Bu i ld ing  and Math  Annex  a re  an  in tegra l  par t  o f  i con ic  imagery  o f  the  ear ly  campus, 
most  success fu l l y  conveyed in  the  photography  o f  Leonard  Frank .   F rank ’s  images  tha t  inc lude 
the  two bu i ld ings  por t ray  the  campus as  a  man icured  idea l  p lace  o f  open perspec t i ve  se t  in  a 
magn i f i cen t  na tu ra l  se t t ing  unsu l l ied  by  the  c lu t te r  and  dens i ty  o f  the  c i t y  (see  two o f  F rank ’s 
campus images  on  page 5  o f  th is  document ) .   As  par t  o f  those  semina l  cu l tu ra l  images  o f  the 
un ivers i t y,  the  Math  Bu i ld ing  and Math  Annex  a re  cen t ra l  to  i t s  cu l tu ra l  iden t i t y. 

A wh i f f  o f  tha t  ear ly  20 th  Century  man icured  landscape can  be  seen in  the  foundat ion  p lan t ing 
a round each  bu i ld ing ,  and  the  v ines  tha t  have  h is to r i ca l l y  been a  fea tu re  o f  the i r  facades .

Des igned and bu i l t  w i th in  two years ,  the  bu i ld ings  a re  va luab le  as  examples  o f  the  s tandard 
work  o f  the  1920s  by  the  p rov ince ’s  Depar tment  o f  Pub l i c  Works ,  the  p rov inc ia l  depar tment 
charged w i th  bu i ld ing  in f ras t ruc tu re  th roughout  the  p rov ince .  The economy o f  the  fo rm and 
de ta i l i ng  convey  the  modes t  f inanc ia l  c i rcumstances  sur round ing  the  Un ivers i t y ’s  beg inn ings .  
The  bu i ld ings ’ pub l i c  depar tment  des ign  i s  ev idence o f  the  un ivers i t y  be ing  a  fundamenta l l y 
p rov inc ia l  in i t ia t i ve ,  sub jec t  to  the  f inanc ia l  cons t ra in ts  o f  the  p rov inc ia l  budget . 

The  prov is iona l  na tu re  and  the  labe l  p laced on  the  bu i ld ings  ( “Semi -permanent ” )  i s  impor tan t 
example  o f  the  ad-hoc  deve lopment  o f  the  ear ly  campus as  funds  and resources  cou ld  be 
ob ta ined .   I t  was  a  cu l tu re  most  famous ly  i l l us t ra ted  by  the  re -purpos ing  o f  a rmy hu ts  fo r  use 
as  c lassrooms,  o f f i ces  and  labora to r ies  in  the  1940s .  That  the  bu i ld ings  changed f rom be ing 
space fo r  the  Ar ts  and  Agr icu l tu ra l  Facu l t ies  to  Mathemat ics  ind ica tes  the  h is to ry  o f  mak ing-do 
as  the  campus grew and requ i red  more  academic  space .

As  par t  o f  the  c lus te r  o f  Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ings  f in ished in  1925 to  fo rm the  ma jo r i t y  o f  the 
inaugura l  un ivers i t y  campus,  the  Math  Bu i ld ing  and Math  Annex  a re  va luab le  as  a  phys ica l 
record  o f  the  campus as  i t  was  f i r s t  bu i l t .   S imp ly -p lanned,  durab le  wood f rame cons t ruc t ions 
w i th  s imp le  wood and s tucco  de ta i l i ng  and  a  modes t  leve l  o f  e labora t ion  impar t  a  co l leg ia te 
a tmosphere  and serv iceab le  c lassrooms,  lec tu re  ha l l s  and  o f f i ces  w i th  an  economy o f  means .   
The  la te r,  g rander  cons t ruc t ions  a round them on ly  serve  to  underscore  the  modes t  beg inn ings 
o f  the  un ivers i t y  as  seen in  these  bu i ld ings .

That  the  bu i ld ings  now p lay  a  minor  o r  a lmos t  neg l ig ib le  ro le  in  the  de f in i t ion  o f  L ib ra ry  Garden 
is  an  impor tan t  marker  o f  the  deve lopment  o f  the  campus a t  i t s  cen t re .   The  space has  been the 
sub jec t  o f  a  success ion  o f  g rand ges tu res  tha t  a l l  bu t  e rased i t s  o r ig ina l  na tu re  as  s imp le  p la in 
bounded by  an  ensemble  o f  sympathe t i ca l l y  sca led  and de ta i led  bu i ld ings .

CHARACTER-DEFINING ELEMENTS

Si te
Spat ia l  a r rangement  o f  the  Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ings
Foundat ion  p lan t ing
Vines  t ra ined  over  en t rances  and up  s tucco  wa l l s
Prox imi ty  to  Ma in  Ma l l  and  O ld  Ma in  L ib ra ry



MATH BUILDING AND MATH ANNEX               STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

10

Math Bui ld ing

In tang ib le :  Present  and  pas t  names o f  the  bu i ld ing ,  and  re fe rence  to  i t 
  be ing  par t  o f  the  Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ing  c lus te r 

Wood f rame cons t ruc t ion
Symmet r i ca l  hor izon ta l  fo rm w i th  cen t ra l  ax is  perpend icu la r  to  Ma in  Ma l l  ax is
Main  Ent rance  fac ing  Ma in  Ma l l  (Koerner  L ib ra ry  now b lock ing  d i rec t  connec t ion)
S imp le  decora t i ve  f lour ishes  o f  bu i ld ing  en t rances
 Square  mou lded bosses  above arched open ings
 S tepped faux-bu t t ress ing
 Arched open ings
 G lazed wood doors ,  and  t ransom l i tes
 Covered  porches
Stucco  c ladd ing  w i th  cav i ty  (c rea ted  by  meta l  la th  over  s t rapp ing)
Wood w indows
Ang led  s tucco  jambs and heads  on  eas t  ( f ron t )  facade;  rec t i l i near 
 p ro f i le  on  subord ina te  facades
Parapet  w i th  l i gh t l y  c rene l la ted  fo rm fac ing  Ma in  Ma l l ,  and  i t s  meta l  f lash ing
Ra in  water  scuppers ,  leader  boxes ,  leaders
Lec tu re  Room wi th  raked sea t ing
Sta i r  ha l l s  w i th  a rchways ,  s imp le  wood-capped bann is te rs  and  newe ls
F lex ib le  gener ic  na tu ra l l y - l igh ted  c lassrooms and o f f i ces
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Math Annex

In tang ib le :  Present  and  pas t  names o f  the  bu i ld ing ,  ,  and  re fe rence  to  i t 
  be ing  par t  o f  the  Semi -permanent  Bu i ld ing  c lus te r  

Wood f rame cons t ruc t ion
Symmet r i ca l  p lan  w i th  cen t ra l  ax is  perpend icu la r  to  Agr icu l tu re  Road
Ent rances  on  a l l  facades
Simp le  decora t i ve  f lour ishes  o f  bu i ld ing  en t rances
 Square  mou lded bosses  above arched open ings
 S tepped faux-bu t t ress ing
 Arched open ings
 G lazed wood doors ,  and  t ransom l i tes
 Covered  porches
 S ta i rs  lead ing  to  the  en t rances ,  par t i cu la r  s ta i r  on  West  facade
Stucco  c ladd ing  w i th  cav i ty  (c rea ted  by  meta l  la th  over  s t rapp ing)
Wood w indows
Ang led  s tucco  jambs and heads  on  p rominent  facades ;  rec t i l i near 
 p ro f i le  on  subord ina te  facades
Parapet  w i th  l i gh t l y  c rene l la ted  fo rm,  and  i t s  meta l  f lash ing
Ra in  water  scuppers ,  leader  boxes ,  leaders
Sta i r  ha l l s  w i th  a rchways ,  s imp le  wood-capped bann is te rs  and  newe ls
F lex ib le  gener ic  na tu ra l l y - l igh ted  c lassrooms and o f f i ces
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APPENDIX 
COLOURING

Archival photographs

Black-and-white archival photographs have been used to 
comment on the original colour scheme’s tonalities, if not 
actual hues: from these photos, the relative lightness of 
window sash, window trim and stucco has been determined: 
sash very light in tone, stucco a little darker in tone, and 
window trim, sill flashing and parapet flashing possibly a 
little darker again. 

On-site review

Careful on-site viewing of woodwork shows no layers of paint 
that were not a basic white or near-white. Aging of old paint 
layers obviously makes the original colouring unknown.  The 
stucco appears to have a history of being painted light grey 
– cement colour. This would be in keeping with many rough-
cast stucco buildings from the period.  The trim and flashing 
appear to be of a slightly darker colour than the stucco.

Proposed painting scheme
The proposed scheme appears to be a faithful rendition of the 
original tones/colours as seen in the archival photographs 
and reviewed on site:

Sash:   BM “White Heron”
Stucco:  BM “Sidewalk Grey”
Trim/Flashing: BM “Sweatshirt Grey”

The doors might have been stained initially, although the 
doors appear to have been painted a variety of brown/grey 
colours in their lifetimes.  If painting rather than stripping 
the doors is to be done, the proposed colour would not 
compromise the heritage value of the buildings:

Exterior door face: BM “Burnt Cinnamon”

The Arts Building (now Math Building) in 1926  – one year after its completion (UBC 1.1/868)

The Arts and Agriculture Buildings (now Math Building and Math Annex) in 1936  UBC 1.1/700)

Current colouring:   Left: Math Annex
  Right: Math Building


