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A ‘Third Space’ on campus that serves as a collaborative work space and integrated 
design hub for zero emissions, regenerative, and climate resilient design activities

Project Description

A demonstration of low carbon design, Third Space Commons is a student 
designed and developed structure that is Third Quadrant Design’s entry to the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s 2023 Solar Decathlon Build Challenge. Post competition 
the structure will be transitioned into a “third space” for students to interact across 
disciplines in a space that functions in between a formal teaching space and an 
informal gathering space.

Third Space Commons has been designed to “establish a 
dedicated, accessible, and inspiring space that provides a forum 
for interdisciplinary interaction,”  to “ensure harmony with the environment through 
ecologically sensitive design,” and to “elevate learning through hands-on experience”

The facility is designed to support student activities through its flexible interior 
arrangement and variety of spaces that allow for different activities. This includes a 
green space for inspiration, a commons space for creativity, and a seminar space for 
collaboration. The flexible wall partitions allow for the entire building to be opened 
up for events.

Design Policy Compliance

Third Space Commons has been designed to fit seamlessly within the UBC 
Vancouver’s sustainability corridor. Orientation, massing, thermally massive 
materials, and window placement have been carefully selected to optimize passive 
cooling and lighting strategies. The reflective sawtooth roof with south-facing solar 
panels and north-facing skylights minimize unwanted heat gains, while maximizing 
desirable natural daylight. The building’s air-tight, envelope results in minimal 
energy usage, while a rainwater collection system reduces water demand and 
effectively mitigates stormwater load. Third Space Commons maintains harmony 
with the existing buildings around it with its architectural focus on wood and 
light materials. The landscaping is open and welcoming, with a focus on carbon 
sequestration as well as easy maintenance and integration with existing site foliage.

2136 WEST MALL, VANCOUVER, BC V6T 1Z4
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SCALE: 1 : 100DP2.4

LEVEL 0 - LIGHTING & LIFE SAFETY1

GENERAL NOTES:
A. ALL SMOKE DETECTORS SHALL EB HARDWIRED TO LOCAL LIGHTING 

CIRCUIT.
B. WHERE A ROUGH-IN IS SPECIFIED FOR A CEILING FAN, THE BOX SHALL 

BE LISTED FOR THE APPLICATION AND WIEGHT OF THE FAN IT 
SUPPORTS.

C. CEILING FAN BLADES SHALL NOT OBSTRUCT SMOKE/CO DETECTION BY 
THE ALARM.

D. ALL LIGHTING LEVELS AND CONTROLS SHALL MEET THE UBC 
LIGHTING GUIDELINES LISTED IN THE VANCOUVER CAMPUS 
PLAN PART 3 SEC. 2.5.2.
E. ALL EQUIPMENT INSTALLATIONS AND MATERIAL SELECTION 
TO BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH UBC TECHNICAL GUIDELINES 
DIVISION 26 ELECTRCIAL.
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