
Botanical Garden Orchard Proposal 
 

Submitted by: Patrick Lewis, Director, UBC Botanical Garden 
 

Project Description 
Reproduce for conservation, research, and display a collection of ~950 varieties of apples 
currently growing in a private orchard on Bowen Island. This collection—comparable in size 
and diversity to Canada’s Apple Biodiversity Collection grown in the Annapolis Valley, Nova 
Scotia—will provide researchers and breeders local access to one of the most diverse 
collections of apples in the world. 

The orchard will be established on 0.2ha of land to the immediate east of the Botanical 
Garden and north of its main entrance (see attached PDF). Beginning in late fall 2022 and 
extending over a three year period, scions will be taken from the Bowen Island orchard and 
grafted on M9 root stock imported from the USA. Data input to the IrisBG database will begin 
at the same time as will enhanced orchard management training, including incorporation of 
orchard practices into training modules for the Horticulture Training Program. Discussions will 
also take place with members of the Biodiversity Research Centre’s research community on 
the eventual design and use of the orchard.  

Cherry tree removal (see Arborist report) will begin late fall 2022 with the removal of every 
second tree. This will be followed with the removal in fall 2023 of the remaining trees. 
Landscaping—fencing, installing irrigation, installing cordon trellises, etc.—will begin in late 
spring 2023 to be completed by fall 2023. Cherry trees from the Botanical Garden collection 
will be planted on the fence line to replace the removed trees. Signage describing the project 
will be installed prior to tree removal. 

Beginning in late fall 2023 and carrying on for the following two years, whips will be 
transplanted on site. “Mirroring” the Bowen Island orchard will be completed in 2025. 
Ongoing maintenance will be managed by Botanical Garden staff and administration. The 
completed orchard will include interpretive signage. 
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