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Public Realm Observations Opportunities and Constraints

The project site works as a hinge between the Beaty Biodiversity Museum courtyard and the Earth Sciences - Pacific
Museum of Earth courtyard, presenting opportunities to connect these spaces as a natural sciences complex.

This project introduces itself in the context between Main Mall and the future UBC Central Connector project by
presenting many advantages and opportunities in terms of connectivity to the bigger context, highlighting the importance
of creating an inviting, public and inclusive space.
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Landscape Rationale



The site presents evident opportunities to improve
the East to West connection on campus through the
Central Connector as a pedestrian path, increasing
accessibility and enhancing wayfinding to the site.
The intention is to create a route perceived as
inviting by the users, encouraging them to visit and
enjoy the outdoor facilities of the Beaty Biodiversity
Center for leisure, learning, and research purposes.

PUBLIC4ESS - WAYFI4DI4G

The intervention site introduces itself between the
existing Beaty Biodiversity Museum courtyard and
the Earth Sciences courtyard, transforming the
space into a cultural complex focused on the natural
sciences. Connecting the Pacific Museum of Earth
with the Beaty Biodiversity Centre through a system
of articulated courtyards improves the cultural and
recreative value of the composition. The intention is
to capitalize on the pedestrian traffic generated by
the Central Connector to activate and articulate the
courtyard system.

CULTU8AL C5MPLE> - C544ECTIVITY

Preserve existing trees as much as possible. The future
design intends to preserve and connect Fairview Grove
with the larger landscape and courtyards instead of
presenting it as a self-contained unit of trees.
Sustainability must be a core principle, materials
included should be low maintenance and sustainably
sourced.

SUSTAI4ABILITY

A biodiversity museum requires a biodiverse landscape.
The intention is to bring the concept of the exhibitions
out in the landscape intervention working as a living
laboratory for the research center in a contextually
aware manner being responsive to the native species
and growing conditions. The landscape must support
habitat for different species of native plants and animals
that can be observed as part of the educational,
recreational, and research purposes of the complex. The
courtyard has the opportunity to serve as an outdoor,
living extension of the exhibitions.

B8I4G T.E MUSEUM 5UT�

Explore and implement opportunities for the inclusion
and leadership of Indigenous values and teachings
within the landscape. There is an opportunity to extend
the ‘Knowledge Path’ happening inside the museum to
its outdoor facilities, increasing the social dynamic and
learning experiences in the landscape while being
consistent with the efforts the UBC is undertaking to
decolonize design by including Indigenous knowledge in
campus values and design efforts.

Activate learning moments within the landscape to
support informal and hands-on learning opportunities and
allow for a continuous indoor/outdoor experience that
helps to externalize the museum. By creating a
biodiversity-based and sustainable landscape, it is
possible to increase the observation potential of many
species of birds, insects, butterflies, bats, and tetrapods.
The intention is to create a living laboratory that can be
openly used, observed and enjoyed by students,
researchers, and children.

Thematically we see the opportunity to highlight three
big ideas within the landscape. The first one is the living
laboratory, the idea of an outdoor space that supports
research and investigation. The second is the museum
extension into the landscape, connecting visitors to
living biodiversity as part of the museum collection.
Lastly, a contemplative outdoor space that allows staff
and students an opportunity to take a moment from
their research to relax and reflect.

Much as the current museum building along Main
Mall acts as a beacon, the new landscape space has
the opportunity to signal the museum and collections
along the Central Connector creating a distinguished
and memorable campus node. Blending of borders
between outdoor and indoor and fostering a fluid
connection of space can provide an engaging
experience for daily users and visitors.
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