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The following variances from the UBC Vancouver Campus Plan Design Guidelines are requested:

3.1.1.d Simple Rectilinear Massing — Simple, rectilinear plan forms and massing consistent with the campus grid and
modernist precedents shall apply to facades fronting on major corridors.

Rationale for variance

Although a strong guideline for the campus as a whole, the International Style embodies certain qualities that contrast
directly with Sauder’s own values and possibly also changing values within the broader university. In its later execution,
many business buildings executed in the international style became synonymous with ‘corporate architecture’ — buildings
that were intended to signify their membership in the prevailing corporate thinking of the time. One of Sauder’s goals for the
Expansion is to express its distinctiveness from prevailing corporate norms —in-effect to defy traditional-held expectations.

From an architectural perspective, a design that contrasts with the ‘simple, rectilinear plan forms and massing consistent with
the (campus) grid’ represents a strong departure from the prevailing hegemony, and allows the school to express its
connection to the diverse set of places and people it serves. The curvilinear plan forms and massing of the design achieve a
sensuousness that are intended to achieve this expression. This strategy also enhances the campus by expanding the
modernist vocabulary within the general framework of the existing guidelines.

From a formal point of view, the building form and massing is a response to the needs of the functional program and the
various constraints of the project site. In this case, the massing strategy employs two forms commonly associated with
podium design — a lower bar form and a taller tower form. In this case though, the podium and tower have shared uses and
as such are expressed more fluidly.

3.1.2. Campus Core Materials Palette —To strengthen campus legibility and historical character, buildings constructed in
the campus core are to respect and build on the campus’ legacy of international style buildings. Primary materials associated
with this movement include light coloured brick, cast-in-place concrete and significant glazing. Secondary layers of material
and detailing are important opportunities to introduce additional colour and vitality.

Rationale for variance

The guidelines specify white brick as the primary cladding for all buildings facing major campus corridors, which the Sauder
Expansion does. It also specifies a series of ‘required secondary materials’ including soft wood, metal and natural coloured
concrete.

Through the course of design, glazed white brick was deemed to be an unsuitable material for the cladding due to the form
of the building, weight of the material and cost. However, it was determined that the building could still achieve many of the
goals of the Campus Core design guidelines by instead elevating one of the ‘required secondary materials’ to be the primary
material, namely metal. It should also be noted that metal cladding is considered a primary cladding material for the
neighbouring Forest Edge District, which borders the Sauder Expansion.

Considering the large south-facing expanse of the tower, one of the primary goals of the cladding was that it have a dynamic
quality that could register change through the course of various environmental conditions. In this respect, metal has many
virtues. Firstly, it is a light material, easy to install and can be manipulated using various common industrial bending and
rolling techniques. Secondly, there are numerous types of metal cladding materials, each that can be modified to vary in
terms of surface quality (polished, brushed, perforated, etc). And finally, each metal can be treated with a range of finishes to
enhance colour, reflectivity, life span, etc.

The challenge facing the design team was to develop a light, dynamic, metal cladding system that also met the key
objectives of the Campus Core design guidelines. Seeking nuanced effects that could achieve such a dynamic range, the
team turned to nature — or more specifically to the qualities of a shell. The mantle (interior surface) of an oyster shell is made
of protein and minerals produced by the host as it grows over the course of its life. Much like tree rings, the mantle of most
shells retains a history of its growth through rings or layers, which tend to get rougher at the outer edges. Another merit of
the oyster shell mantle is that it is generally white.

From the design team’s perspective, this quality of a luminous, white surface that can accommodate a variety of nuanced
and subtle shifts in colour, tone and texture is its primary virtue — and one that echoes the goals of the design guidelines.
The resulting strategy involves an articulated metal skin composed of variously scaled and sized triangular forms that
maximize the interplay of light, shadow, refraction and hue within the larger unified field. The particular surface
characteristics and relationships between the triangular components will be varied to ensure the effects are not prescriptive.

The design team then used a ‘weave’ strategy to integrate this dynamic surface into building elevations with windows, fins,
openings and other appurtenances. The weave strategy allows for the glazing and cladding to form a more dynamic
relationship based on program requirements and building orientation. The result is a highly textured surface, reflecting
Sauder’s goal to distance themselves from the corporate culture associated with “slick office buildings”.
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