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Meeting 13 | February 9th, 2023
Campus Vision 2050 Community Advisory Committee
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About Campus 

Vision 2050
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Planning Process 
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Purpose of this 
Engagement Period

Between Jan. 17 – Feb. 7, 2023, Campus + Community 

Planning is gathering community input on:

1. Draft 30-Year Vision: High-level plan for how the physical 

campus will change and grow over the next 30 years, featuring Six 

Big Ideas; 

2. Key Land Use Plan Recommendations: Policies needed to 

realize the goals of the 30-Year Vision; and 

3. Draft Housing Action Plan Updates: Principles and policies to 

improve housing choice and affordability for the community.   

Feedback will inform the final 30-Year Vision, Housing Action 

Plan, and Land Use Plan updates, which will be presented to 

the Board of Governors in March 2023. 
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Engagement Snapshot

• 1000+ survey responses

• ~80 Roadshows and 

Community 

Conversations

• 4 Public Workshops

• Staff and Faculty 

Workshops & 

Discussions

• 2 Open Houses

• 1 Speaker Launch Event

Students
32%

Faculty
11%Staff

32%

Residents
11%

Other (alumni, 
Emeritus etc.)

14%

Survey Demographics

Note: Survey demographics breakdown reflects 

responses received as of February 9, 2023 12:00PM.
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What We Heard (Preliminary)

Overall Takeaways (so far)

• Tension continuing from UBC folks that there is so much housing/land being allocated for non-affiliated 

people – most notably around neighbourhood growth

• Continued general skepticism that UBC will deliver on the Key Strategies in a meaningful way

• Need to better reinforce the Vision will be achieved through all 6 Big Ideas layered on one another 

Housing and Affordability

• Continued call for UBC to go further in building more student housing

• Strong call for affordable food and affordability in general being louder in the Big Idea

• Continued concern about taller buildings and added density impacting campus biodiversity and livability 
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What We Heard (Preliminary)

Housing Action Plan

• Disappointment that groups with more acute housing needs (students, 

low-income, people with disabilities, etc.) are not being prioritized over 

those with more financial resources 

Community of Communities

• Strong call for more weather-protected outdoor space to support 

community building

• Desire for more specifics about locations and details on future 

amenities and services (i.e. schools, daycares, grocery, dog parks, 

etc.) 

• Desire for free, “third” spaces that build community for everyone, and 

are located where people already are
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What We Heard (Preliminary)
Landscapes

• Concern and skepticism that UBC will implement these strategies specifically because they seem in 

tension with development

• Strong desire for more specifics on what green space will be lost and gained, and what future green 

spaces will look and feel like

Climate Mitigation and Adaptation

• Big Idea feels too technical and not inspirational enough – need to provide more examples of what we 

mean

• Missing references to mitigating urban heat island effects through tree shading and cooling

Connected Campus

• Continued support for SkyTrain, and also frequent shuttles around campus

• Frustration with the slow pace of public transit improvements and making parking more affordable for 

frontline staff and folks with accessibility needs
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The Vision
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Guiding Principles
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Program 
Summary 

Pacific Spirit Park
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Big Ideas

Big Idea:

The Learning 

City

Big Idea:

More Housing 

and Expanded 

Affordability 

for UBC

Big Idea:

A Community 

of Communities

Big Idea:

Restorative 

and Resilient 

Landscapes

Big Idea:

Connected 

Campus

Big Idea:

Climate 

Mitigation and 

Adaptation
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Big Idea: The Learning City
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Big Idea: The Learning City
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Big Idea: The Learning City

Key Strategies

• New and renovated academic 

buildings in proximity future rapid 

transit, along East Mall and West 

Mall. 

• Supporting near-term capital 

priorities: Chemistry, Medicine One, 

Applied One, Mathematics

• Supporting research excellence and 

transformative learning

• Address deteriorating and seismically 

vulnerable facilities, and advancing 

UBC’s climate action goals.

Med One

Applied One

Mathematics

Chemistry

Sauder Expansion

TEF
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Big Idea: The Learning City

Concentrating Academic Growth in the Core More Learning Hubs
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Big Idea: The Learning City

Learning EverywhereLearning Corridors
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Big Idea: More Housing and Expanded Affordability for UBC
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Big Idea: More Housing and Expanded Affordability for UBC
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Student Housing

Near term (Next 10 years):

• ~3,300 new and ~1,000 

replacement beds

Long term (Years 10-30):

• sites for even more student 

housing in the future

Ritsumeikan House & Lower Mall Research Stn

Arts & Culture District Learning Hub

Totem Park Residence Expansion

Place Vanier Residence Redevelopment

Additional sites, including Thunderbird 

Learning Hub

Big Idea: More Housing and Expanded Affordability for UBC

Near 

term

Near 

term
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Neighbourhood Housing

• Predominantly 6 storey

Wesbrook Place South

• ~1,300 units / 1.3 million sq. ft. 

of new housing

• Tower heights: 22 to 39 storeys

Stadium Neighbourhood

• ~1,600 units / 1.63 million sq. ft. 

of new housing

• Tower heights: 20 to 28 storeys

Hawthorn Place North

• ~600 units / 590,000 sq. ft 

of new housing

Acadia

• ~3,600 units / 3.6 million sq. ft. 

of new housing

• Tower heights: 18 to 35 storeys

Wesbrook Place South

Hawthorn Place North

Stadium Neighbourhood

Big Idea: More Housing and Expanded Affordability for UBC

Acadia

Near 

term
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Stadium Neighbourhood

Highlights

• Reflects draft concept from 2019

• Mix of housing types and amenities

• New ecological park and stadium

• Heights up to 28 storeys

• 1.46M SF residential density, plus 171,000 
SF rental housing along East Mall

• Expanded neighbourhood boundary to 
include additional rental housing along 
East Mall 
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HAP Principles
The HAP includes updated principles to guide UBC’s housing choice 

and affordability policies. These updated principles build on the past 

decade of HAP experience, Campus Vision 2050, community 

engagement, and Board of Governors’ direction, and reflect the 

balance and tradeoffs required for HAP initiatives.

• Maximize housing choice to support UBC’s people, academic 

mission, and communities.

• Deepen affordability by focusing resources on the most affordable 

housing choices.

• Provide housing choices to meet different community needs. 

• Prioritize housing for those who need it most. 

• Use the campus as a test bed for innovation and partnerships.

• Balance financial needs to address affordability.
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The HAP focuses on the balance between improving affordability, expanding housing choice, and delivering 

financially sustainable housing initiatives. The HAP policies focus in four areas:

HAP Policies

1. More Rental Choice

Growing on-campus non-market rental housing 

for faculty and staff, and market rental housing 

for students and other campus employees, 

along with additional policies to improve 

affordability for lower income groups and 

through regional housing choices.

• Explore beyond 30% rental

2. Attainable Ownership

Increasing resources to support faculty home 

ownership, along with innovative initiatives and 

advocacy to expand on-campus ownership 

opportunities.

3. Student Housing Opportunities

Committing to at least 3,300 new student 

housing beds by mid-2030s (along with 

replacing approximately 1,000 beds to enable 

this growth), along with affordability and 

advocacy commitments to enable future 

growth.

4. Coordinated Implementation

Program changes to improve access for IBPOC 

groups and people with disabilities, along with 

ensuring regular Housing Action Plan reviews 

to adjust UBC’s approach over time.
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Big Idea: A Community of Communities
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Big Idea: A Community of Communities
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Community Hearts

• Buildings and open spaces that 

are pedestrian friendly and 

welcoming will foster community 

building and social interaction 

between students, faculty, 

residents and alumni while 

ensuring communities feel 

connected.

Big Idea: A Community of Communities
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Big Idea: A Community of Communities

UBC Childcare

• Additional child care centres will be 

delivered beyond the current UBC 

Child Care Expansion Plan targets to 

keep pace with a growing community.

Accessibility for All

• UBC is committed to ensuring that 

everyone feels welcomed and 

supported in their daily activities on 

campus and in the neighbourhoods.

Schools and Community 

Facilities

• Planning for a future primary school in 

Wesbrook Place will be coordinated 

with Vancouver School Board and the 

Government of BC. 
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Big Idea: Restorative and Resilient Landscapes
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Big Idea: Restorative and Resilient Landscapes
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Landscape Corridors

• Integrate natural systems and support 

increased biodiversity.

• Create a network of connected green 

public spaces, courtyards, corridors, green 

roofs, and places for respite and social 

connection.

East Mall corridor with enhanced ecology and 

mobility.

Enhanced & naturalized Main Mall corridor

University Boulevard corridor

Ritsumeikan House & Lower Mall Research 

Station

16th Avenue as a green link between natural 

open spaces.

Diagonal Connector moving east-west across 

campus.

Big Idea: Restorative and Resilient Landscapes
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Public Realm Categories

• Ecologically-focused Open Spaces

• Productive/Research Landscape

• Recreation Fields

• Community-focused Open Spaces

• Plazas, Pedestrian Areas and Streets

Big Idea: Restorative and Resilient Landscapes
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Big Idea: Connected Campus



35

Big Idea: Connected Campus
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Prioritizing Sustainable 

Modes of Transportation

Modal Hierarchy

1. Walking and Rolling

2. Cycling and Micromobility

3. Public Transit

4. Carpool/Shared Vehicles, 

Deliveries and Service Vehicles

5. Ride-hailing and Taxi

6. Single Occupancy Vehicles

Big Idea: Connected Campus
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2050 Active Transportation 

Network Concept

• Walking, rolling and cycling will 

continue to be the dominant modes 

of travel for trips around campus. 

• Expanded Ped. Priority Zone

• Expansion of local cycling facilities 

for all ages and abilities 

Big Idea: Connected Campus

2050 Functional Street 

Categories

• Complete Streets where all modes of 

travel are accommodated,

• Limited Traffic Streets where only 

certain motor vehicles are 

accommodated, and 

• Zero Traffic Streets where only 

emergency vehicles are permitted (and 

transit vehicles on select segments).

2050 Transit Network 

Concept

• Significant regional investments in 

transit are expected over the next 

decades including the Millennium 

Line SkyTrain extension and 

additional or improved transit lines to 

the south.

• Expansion of on-campus transit 

services

Fine-grained pedestrian network across the 

campus

Future proposed rapid transit and on-campus 

transit routes

Section showing a Complete Street incorporating 

a diverse range of uses.
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Big Idea: Climate Mitigation and Adaptation
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Big Idea: Climate Mitigation and Adaptation
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Big Idea: Climate Mitigation and Adaptation

Climate Mitigation

• Support implementation of UBC’s 

Climate Action Plan 2030 (CAP2030), 

goal of achieving a 100 per cent 

reduction in operational greenhouse 

gas emissions.

Climate Adaptation

• Update UBC’s rainwater management 

plan to support climate resiliency in the 

face of more frequent and high 

intensity storms and droughts.

• Implement a range of infrastructure 

strategies to mitigate the impacts that 

campus development has on the 

natural hydrological cycle.



41

Character and Urban Design 
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Academic Campus Character

• Building locations and forms will 

reinforce outdoor spaces as places for 

people

• A network of smaller open spaces will 

enable outdoor learning and experiential 

education

• Courtyards and pedestrian pathways 

between buildings will be extended to 

provide spaces for discovery, 

experimentation, innovation, and local 

expression.

• Mid-rise buildings (predominantly four to 

eight storeys) will reinforce the 

pedestrian scale
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Neighbourhood Character

Pre-dominantly mid-rise buildings: 

• Maximize affordability, carbon 

sequestration and ground-oriented 

neighbourhood feel.

• Foster social interaction and community 

connections.

• Support a range of housing types & 

tenures for community and social 

diversity, between students, faculty, 

residents and staff of all ages.

• Allow good access to sunlight and 

maximize outdoor human comfort 

throughout the year.

• Provide outdoor space to suit the unique 

needs of the residents they serve: 

community gardens, outdoor cooking 

and dining areas, covered seating and 

lounging areas and areas for play.



44

Parallel Plans and Policies 

The Vision supports the 

academic mission, values and 

priorities of the university by 

providing a long term, 

aspirational framework for 

physical growth and change on 

the campus. Implementing the 

Vision will involve many UBC 

policies and plans aligned with 

its priorities. 
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To implement Campus Vision 2050:

• Updated land use boundaries, growth distributions, 

and maximum building heights by area

• Increased student and rental housing targets

• Open space, community space, retail, and 

childcare targets

• Process commitments for future neighbourhood 

plans, and regional and Musqueam engagement

Key Land Use Plan 
Recommendations
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Upcoming Process

Winter 2022/2023 

Engage on Draft Vision, Key Land 

Use Plan and Housing Action Plan 

(HAP) recommendations

Spring 2023

Present revised Draft Vision, necessary 

amendments to Draft Land Use Plan, 

and Draft HAP for Board endorsement

Public Hearing on Draft Land Use Plan

June 2023

Present Final Vision, HAP and 

recommended Land Use Plan 

amendment to Board

Summer/Fall 2023 
Submit Land Use Plan amendment to 

Province for adoption

June 2023 – Dec 2024

Develop 10-Year Campus Plan, and 

supporting plans, policies and 

guidelines (for Board approval)
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Thank you!
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