
Planning Context

For the full application and to provide online 
feedback, scan the QR code or visit: planning.ubc.
ca/LMP_Phase1

Next Steps

Issuance of a Development Permit will be considered by the Director 
of Planning, Development Services following the public consultation 
process. Subject to approval, construction is targeted to begin in 
January 2026. 

Along with student housing, the project incorporates a comprehensive suite of supporting amenities that enhance the residential 
experience, including a 250-seat dining hall, a 37-space childcare centre, office space, study rooms, and other amenities that are 
distributed throughout to create community hubs and support the diverse needs of graduate students. 

The plan is to arrange the six buildings around two central courtyards, incorporating the adaptive reuse of UBC’s heritage Fire 
Hall. One building will be an eight-storey hybrid mass timber and wood-frame structure, advancing low-carbon and sustainable 
construction. The project aims to preserve and restore the forest located to the west of the site and bring that ecology into the 
courtyard landscape. 

Development projects on campus are guided by Campus Vision 2050 and UBC’s Land Use Plan, the long-term vision for growth 
and change for the physical campus. The Lower Mall Phase 1 project on the existing St. John’s College site supports UBC’s 
academic mission and delivers on Campus Vision 2050 by expanding affordable student housing at UBC, adding approximately 
1,500 beds for graduate students, contributing to the UBC Housing Action Plan (HAP) goal of 3,300 new beds by 2034.

Lower Mall Precinct 
Phase 1 DP25013

This project is the first phase of the Lower Mall Precinct Development Plan. 
Campus Vision 2050 identifies Place Vanier, adjacent to the proposed 
development, as a future site for student housing expansion. 

Public Open House
Date + Time: 

Location: St. John’s College Social Lounge, 2111 Lower Mall

May 21, 2025 from 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM and 5:30 PM 
to 7:00 PM

Lower Mall Masterplan (Phase 1)

Artist rendering of courtyard view


