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50%

Campus Vision 2050 and the Land Use Plan establish targets and strategies to support the long-term needs and aspirations 
of the university, the campus community, and Musqueam. Explore how UBC is making progress toward these goals in 2025.

Campus Vision 2050: enables additional space for core academic uses and research partnership expansion
Land Use Plan: calls for strategic renewal, retrofit, and replacement of buildings

The Vision and Land Use Plan establish targets and plans for new and replacement student housing and, new neighbourhood housing, 

The Land Use Plan commits to delivering more amenities and services to keep pace with growth and continuing to provide a high degree of 
access to quality amenities.

new and renewed academic 
buildings approved and, under 
construction or completed in 2025 
providing 407,089 sq. ft. of additional 
core academic uses and research 
partnership spaces.

Student Housing
Land Use Plan Target: Commit to housing at least 25% of 

on-campus Student Housing and Neighbourhood Housing, 
with an ambition to increase up to 33% depending on 
available funding and demand.

The updated Wesbrook Neighbourhood 
Plan, approved by the UBC Board of 
Governors in 2025, enables 2,100  
additional new homes and includes 
space for services and amenities 
serving local residents, a new 
ecological park and 18.8 hectares of 

usable neighbourhood open space.

A new childcare centre in 
the Verve building in 
Wesbrook Place  
delivers 37 new child care 
spaces prioritized for 
neighbourhood residents.

An update to UBC’s Childcare 
Expansion Plan refreshes child care 
growth targets through 2050 in 
alignment with the amended Land 
Use Plan and Campus Vision 2050.

Neighbourhood 
Rental Housing
Land Use Plan Target: Ensure at least 30% of total 
Neighbourhood Housing is rental—at least half of which is non- 
market housing
needs—and enable higher targets for rental in new Neighbourhood 
Housing through UBC’s Housing Action Plan.

Housing for the 
Community
Land Use Plan Target: Aspire to have at least 50% of 
Neighbourhood Housi g unit  occupied by those 
who work or study on campus.

academic building renewals
approved in 2025, improving  
sustainability performance and  
enhancing teaching, learning 

Neighbourhood Housing Units Rental Units

Target

reduction in air travel 
emissions from 2019
pre-COVID-19 levels.

50%

Target
By 2030, establish an 
embodied carbon
baseline and align new 
building and renewal
designs with a 50% 
reduction target

50%

How We’re Doing, 2025 How We’re Doing, 2025

How We’re Doing, 2025 How We’re Doing, 2025

reduction in GHG 
emissions from 
commuting over 
2010 levels.

28%

Number of non-market

1,396

$

Project
Spotlight

The UBC School of Biomedical Engineering 
(SBME) opened in April, 2025. It's Canada's first 
purpose-built hub for biomedical engineering. 
The five-storey, 158,000-square-foot facility 
houses specialized wet and dry labs, modular 
makerspaces, and community-focused spaces.

Place of Learning

IN 2025:

APPROVED IN 2025:

2,100
ADDITIONAL HOMES

37
CHILDCARE

SPACES

Campus Vision 2050: How we're doing
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Community of Communities

Project
Spotlight

Target
Range: 
25-33%

Target
Achieved
32%

65%
Strata

35%
Rental

53% 51%
Market

Market

Target
Achieved

The Vision and Land Use Plan commit to achieving net-zero operational greenhouse gas emissions on the academic campus and in the 
neighbourhoods, and call for the university to be ready for a changing climate through a range of land use, transportation, building 
construction and operational strategies. 

The Vision and Land Use Plan commit to implementation and ongoing updates to the Neighbourhood Climate Action Plan, which sets a 
pathway to net-zero emissions for the residential neighbourhoods.

Climate Mitigation and Adaptation

Scope 1 and 2: Operational Emissions

ACADEMIC CAMPUS

Scope 3: Extended Impact Emissions

COMMUTING

The Challenge The Challenge

EMBODIED CARBON

AIR TRAVEL WASTE

Campus Energy Sources

Target: 

Target: By 2030, 100% of the energy used by the Academic 
District Energy System will come from low carbon sources. 2025 Progress to target:

By 2030 

85% 
reduction in 

operational GHG 
emissions over

35% 
reduction in 

operational GHG 
emissions over 
2007 levels.* 

*This was acheived despite an 
overall 37% growth in floor space.

30,400 in CO2e
total annual GHG emissions from commuting, making up 
24% of campus GHG emissions.

Target

reduction in 
commuting 
emissions
from 2010 levels 
by 2030.

45%

The Challenge

27,900 in CO2e
total annual GHG emissions from air travel, making up 
22% of campus GHG emissions.

reduction in GHG 
emissions from air 
travel over 2019 
levels.

31%

The Challenge

1,200 in CO2e
total annual GHG emissions from waste, making up 
1% of campus GHG emissions..

Target

50%
reduction in waste, 
progressing
toward a zero-waste 
community by 2030.

reduction in 
GHG emissions 
from waste over 
2019 levels.

36%

17,500 in CO2e
total annual GHG emissions from embodied carbon, 
making up 14% of campus GHG emissions.

24%

In 2024, there were 55,700 private 
vehicles per day, which is a 11% 
reduction from 1997 levels.

Project
Spotlight

The Gateway Health building project,  at the corner 
of Wesbrook Mall and University Boulevard, was
completed in late-2025. It has achieved Zero Carbon 
Building Certification (Design) which demonstrates 
the building is designed to achieve highest 
standards of performance in advancing towards 
zero carbon. The embodied carbon has been 
reduced by 27% compared to a reference building 
thanks to the hybrid wood structure and careful
choice of low embodied carbon materials

The Vision prioritizes more active and sustainable modes of transportation while ensuring the safety and comfort of more vulnerable road 
users, such as people walking, rolling, biking or using other forms of micromobility, to support the targets set out in UBC's Transportation Plan

Connected Campus

Target: at or less than 1997 levels. 
Private automobiles include single occupant vehicles and carpools / vanpools.

Target:  By 2040 at least two-thirds of all trips to and from UBC will be made 
by walking, cycling or transit and maintain at least 50% of all trips to and from 
the campus on public transit.

55,700 
trips per day

in 2025.

In 2025, 54% of all trips 
to and from the campus 
were made by transit.

In 2025, 56% of all trips 
were made by transit, 
walking and cycling

54%
trips by transit.

56%
trips by transit, 

walking and cycling.

17 Mobi bike share stations on campus,
with space for over 350 bikes.

Project
Spotlight

The 2025 update to the Wesbrook Place 
neighbourhood plan prioritizes walking, 
rolling, cycling and transit through
 improvements to streets and intersections. 

Restorative and Resilient Landscapes
The Vision plans for a network of green spaces and corridors, growing Musqueam presence, and places of cultural value, supported by a 
rich campus ecology, abundant access to nature and culture, and a stronger connection to the land.

C+CP works collaboratively with the campus and broader community to inform decision-making, support the implementation of shared 
priorities, and foster a vibrant, connected, and empowered community. 

Community Engagement  

Tree Canopy Coverage

In 2025, the Development Handbook was 
updated. It now includes more 
comprehensive requirements for tree 
replacement and protection in UBC's 
neighbourhoods to help UBC achieve the 
Land Use Plan target of a net gain in tree 
canopy by 2050, up from today’s 36%*.

Naturalized Landscapes

The pollinator meadow on Main Mall 
and the newly planted meadow on 
University Boulevard are restoring 
biodiversity, supporting local and 
Indigenous plant species, and 
deepening the sense of Musqueam 
presence and welcome across campus.

Wesbrook Ecological Park

Update to the Wesbrook Place 
Neighbourhood Plan includes a new 
ecological park, which will protect and 
enhance local ecosystems, while

 nature, recreational and
educational opportunities on campus.

Protecting and Enhancing
Campus Biodiversity

The Biodiversity Action Framework sets the 
direction for enhancing biodiversity in UBC 
Vancouver landscapes. It articulates UBC’s 
biodiversity objectives and priorities, and 
includes supporting strategies and actions 

implementation.

BiomassElectricity Renewable Natural Gas Natural Gas Light Fuel Oil

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

56% 
reduction in 
operational 

GHG emissions 
per student over 

2007 levels.*

Target
Achieved

Target
Achieved

Number of strata 
units:

4,835
Number of student 

housing beds: 

14,962
Number of neighbourhood

market rental units:

1,221

NEIGHBOURHOODS

 New construction & existing buildings: Transportation & mobility:

in embodied carbon
 in new buildings vs. 

baseline by 2030

Target

40%
reduction

in embodied carbon in 
new buildings with
two neighbourhood 

buildings receiving REAP 
Gold certification

2025

10%
reduction

of residents’ 
light-duty 

vehicles are 
zero emissions

2025

6.6%

of residents’ 
light-duty

vehicles are 
zero emissions

Target

12%

Engagement to inform the 
development of plans and policies

Engagement to support 
implementation of approved plans 
and realize shared objectives  

Engagement to build a vibrant and 
connected community  

In 2025, Thirty-four community-led projects were 
awarded a total of $15,000 In funding through the 
Inspiring Community Grant program to help foster 
community building on campus and in the 
neighbourhoods.

$15,000
awarded in community grants

Through a partnership with the Bike Kitchen, 42 bike 
clinics were held in 2025 to support safe and active 
transportation to, from and around campus.

42
community bike clinics

This annual event invites families to explore UBC’s 
museums, galleries and performance spaces through 
hands-on, interactive activities. More than 20 
departments, faculties, venues, and student groups 

for over 1,500 children and families this year.

1500+
kids and their grown-ups attended 
Kids Take Over UBC

2025 International Laboratory Freezer Challenge to boost 

kWh and about $8,049 annually—the equivalent of 
retiring more than 500 chest freezers—supporting 
CAP2030’s energy reduction goals.

10,000 
kWh of energy saved through engagement 
with labs across campus

Across 35 sessions and an online comment period, the 
process generated 1,198 engagement touchpoints with 

1,198 
engagement touchpoints for Campus 
Vision 2050 Implementation

In 2025

The UBC e-bike rebate program supports the campus 
community in making more sustainable commuting 
choices and helps meet the university’s goal to reduce 

an e-bike through the rebate program for the purposes 
of commuting to and from campus. 

125

$

14%
of campus 
GHG emissions

24%
of campus 
GHG emissions

22%
of campus 
GHG emissions

1%
of campus 
GHG emissions

Project
Spotlight

In 2025, UBC was recognized as a provincial leader 
for its sustainable building practices, receiving the 
Community Energy Association’s Climate & Energy 
Action Award for its mandatory green building 
rating system for new residential construction 
(REAP).

Project
Spotlight

UBC's Residential Environmental Assessment Program 
(REAP) was updated in 2025. 

Version 4.0:
• Supports the Neighbourhood Climate Action Plan 

and references B.C.’s Zero Carbon Step Code
• Guides new construction toward net-zero 

operations by 2030.
• Reflects updates to the Integrated Rainwater 

Management Plan and
• the Wesbrook Neighbourhood Plan Amendment

Project
Spotlight

*the same requirements will apply to the academic campus through an upcoming update to the Campus Plan

11%
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These improvements will help concerns 

cyclist safety as the population grows.

and research.

2007 levels.

*This was acheived despite a 55% 
increase in student enrollment.

Target
Achieved

UPDATED WESBROOK 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
ENABLING

2025

45 3937

11

46

5

11

4

decrease in embodied 
carbon GHG 
emissions against a 
project-specific 
baseline building or 
the established UBC 
embodied carbon 
benchmark. 

4


