
 

 

 

 

Appendix V: Phase I Verbatim Survey Feedback 
Phase I 
10. Are there any additional principles we should consider including? 
# Response 

1. Cost to the student - most universities have free gym programs. 

2. Please for god's sake do not introduce gender segregated hours (like SFU and other 
schools.) Not only it's very sexists but also it's unfair to men since, such hours are more 
often than not, dedicated to women while both genders pay the same sports and recreation 
fee.  

3. Access to change rooms, and/or showers, for these facilities would be ideal, for those of us 
who do not live on campus. 

4. Providing a workout space to students, free of charge, like every other University in the 
country. 

5. The fact that UBC does not have a state of the art fitness and recreation facility is mind 
boggling and frankly embarrassing. The Bird Coop is tiny and ill equipped for a campus this 
size. The number one priority for this review should be building a new fitness facility like 
those at other Canadian institutes. We have the worst gym. Ever.  

6. The propriety of spending money on athletic facilities (and athletics in general) should be 
rethought in view of the university's claims of poverty:  the university claims to be unable 
to afford to clean faculty offices. It claims to be unable to afford to have faculty salaries 
keep up with inflation.  The university claims to be unable to afford to replace falling-apart 
academic buildings built in 1925. 

 

Recreational facilities are important -- they benefit all students, faculty and staff as well as 
community residents.  Recreational physical activity supports healthy learning, research 
and teaching. 

 

Varsity athletics should be treated differently -- like any other commercial venture by the 
university.  Accordingly a key principle should be that no central university funds of any 
kind should be spent on varsity sports or on facilities intended for them.  If the athletics 
department can raise enough revenue through ticket sales and alumni donations to hire 
coaches, build facilities and so on that's great.  If they can't then by definition the 
entertainment the provide is not useful and just like any other business they do not need to 
be bailed out by the university.  If there are provincial grants to build varsity facilities the 
university should take advantage of them, but only as long the money cannot be used for 
its proper purpose -- recreational facilities. 

7. I don't really understand what the last part of question 9 was getting at. I'd rather not see 
this as yet another opportunity to use up land for housing purposes and it seems that that 
is what might be hinted at there. 

8. These are all good principles to adhere to; I'd add a well articulated commitment to 
receiving, taking seriously and incorporating where possible feedback from community 



 

 

 

 

(faculty, staff, students, neighbours) and to communicate back to the community on all 
feedback, both that can and cannot be incorporated, and why. 

9. Better discounts for Staff!  

10. Preserve green space. Limit land development 

11. Make recreation at UBC accessible and inclusive to everyone on campus 

12. Connection to the Greater Vancouver region - inviting to the community  

13. Free gym for students -> a good one with proper machines and matching the proportion of 
the university. Many smaller universities offer their students much better fitness spaces 
for free... 

14. Cost that students bare. Currently portion of student fees is a struggle for student families . 

15. Please stop using our tuition money on ridiculous spending projects. You are causing 
students to pay tuition debs for large portions of their early careers. This makes buying a 
house for a new graduate with the exorbitant cost of housing in Vancouver impossible. 
This will then burden all of society when people retire without any assets and will either 
be homeless living on the streets or become an unsustainable burden to society in their 
elderly age. Please stop the frivolous spending and stop using students as an ATM.We are 
not a means to your ends. 

16. build a new fitness centre. 

17. Designing for future capacity needs, taking into account anticipated increases in on-
campus populations (students in residences, faculty, staff, and neighbourhood 
developments) as well as anticipated increases in use of improved facilities by existing 
campus populations. 

18. Is the War Memorial Gym not also an academic unit - where does that fit in this plan if at all 
- 

19. The amount of construction that is already taking place on campus and its impact on 
campus life. Also sustainability concerns. There is a lot of waste in demolishing old 
buildings unnecessarily. 

20. Foster athletics beyond varsity.  A much larger portion of students participate in club 
sports than varsity sports, why is 'Foster varsity excellence' more important than 'Foster 
athletic excellence'? 

21. I think providing improved facilities for students and faculty (simple fitness centres for 
weightlifting, gymnastics, cross fit) is extremely important as these are the types of 
facilities your average student/faculty member require. The lack of these facilities on 
campus is surprising for such an excellent university in a city that is passionate about 
fitness in general. 

22. Maintain the reputation of UBC as being a progressive university campus with plentiful 
natural space. Basically, quit demolishing beautiful forests and surrounding natural space 
and replacing it with housing. Do more with the land that has already been disturbed. 

23. Principles of Equity and Inclusion 



 

 

 

 

24. Like in other major institutions, access to sport facilities should be free for people working 
and studying at UBC 

25. Please build up a new gym, bigger and with more equipment. The bird coop gym is tiny and 
not suitable for UBC level ... it's old and neglected and ridiculously small. 

26. Just a note that I did not understand what is meant by 'Explore land use and housing 
revenue opportunities' 

 

27. Recognizing that students are already overburdened by fees, and to not finance any 
renovations or expansions through the creation of additional direct student fees. 

28. Community of UBC health and sustainable living 

29. Currently, faculty and staff do not benefit from access to facilities and recreational services. 
Since coming here from another campus, I do not understand how the university can say 
on one hand that (it seeks to) "Promote the health and wellbeing of students, faculty, staff 
and residents", while providing no benefit to its faculty/staff in accessing facilities and 
recreational services. One might imagine that this could be a great (and potentially 
economical, cheap ROI) opportunity for the university. If the university will not engage its 
members to its recreational services, how will we engage the university on the benefits 
and/or needs of such services to our acadaemic community? 

 

 

30. Minimize the environmental impact of these facilities. Having facilities like the ice arena 
are not sustainable environmentally, and should not be part of UBC's ongoing plan. 

31. Building intercultural understanding between UBC staff/faculty/students, residents and 
the Musqueam First Nation.  

 

How could a new design encourage more intercultural connections on our campus? 

How are the Musqueam people being consulted about building on their unceded territory? 
How could we honour and respect Musqueam culture in the new design? 

32. How can you ask How important is "Align with UBC's Core Academic Mission 

Ensure that facilities reflect UBC's strategic priorities 

Allow sufficient land capacity for future academic growth" This is totally opaque 

33. Increase affordability to students, variety of fitness classes. Model the standards of other 
universities in Canada. 

34. Foster excellence within the larger Vancouver community; make UBC a focal point for 
sporting excellence and expertise.  

35. Helping the young (and young-at-heart) reach their maximum potential, whether it's 
academics, physical wellness, international sporting competition, or others. 



 

 

 

 

36. The principles are fine, the context or opprtunity cost is key - i.e. are there other priorities 
which are more pressing? What else can these funds be used for? 

 

E.g. we know that a number of departments have crumbling builidings - how does funding 
a new gym compare to fixing those in terms of priorities? 

Numerous courses (e.g. CS, ECE) have enormous waiting lists due to clasrooms which are 
too small - how does funding a new handball court compares to enabling students to take 
the courses they want when they want it? How does it compare to students delaying 
graduation since they can't take the courses they need to graduate due to space 
constraints?  

37. Stop making school more expensive for students just so you can have new and shiny 
buildings.  

38. I don't know. 

39. That fitness, alongside sleep and diet, constitute key drivers of intellectual strength.  Strong 
recreational facilities and programs are part of a holistic approach to personal growth, 
participation in community, a sense of play, and over-all well-being.  This holistic approach 
drives the Universal Education experience, and is not to be subordinated by financial 
concerns, the relative importance of the professoriate, or the hero-worship associated with 
the star system of professional sports. 

40. n/a  

41. Keeping costs of field space and other facility use low for university-affiliated sports clubs 
(i.e.UBC Thunderbirds Sport Clubs), ams clubs and other users of the facilities 

42. UBC exists for one legal and moral reason--instruction and research.  All else does not 
matter except as supporting that. 

43. Indigenous access to land, health, sport, community building, economic exchange and 
knowledge exchange 

44. environmental sustainability 

 

45. Making it affordable for students to participate in the recreation system by creating a 
mandatory fitness centre membership that includes full use of all facilities at UBC. One 
universal student pass, similar to the U-Pass for transit should be created. This reflects the 
principle of universal access and equality of access. 

 

Too many facilities are run like a business at UBC, with housing being the worst example. 
UBC should avoid any increase in the bloating of varsity sport's importance to avoid the 
excessive monetization of higher education that has infected the American academy. UBC's 
priority should be education and health of its student body, not entertainment. Housing 
should be made affordable and accessible, as should fitness and recreation. 

46. Not sure this is a principal, but it is important to have fitness facilities and opportunities 
near the current bus loop to accommodate commuters. 



 

 

 

 

47. While I do not have an additional principal to add, I think UBC's efforts to "promote the 
health and wellbeing of students, faculty, staff and residents" is visible in forms such as 
through counselling, but I do not think that the fitness facilities that currently exist (the 
Birdcoop being the only well-stocked gym on campus available to all students, and the 
Aquatics gym being the other one available but poorly stocked) demonstrate enough of an 
effort to provide physical spaces for students to pursue healthier lifestyles.  

 

While it is understandable that UBC is a largely commuter campus, I think that offering 
additional subsidized, well-stocked gyms would really give students more space and 
initiative to take care of their own health and socialize with one another. A gym available 
to all students is a space that every student can take charge of their own health in a very 
tangible way, without having to be a varsity athlete. The Birdcoop at the time being is, in 
many students' opinions and my own, ridiculously small for a school of almost 60,000. One 
would expect that one of Canada's top universities would offer a larger fitness facility, or 
more facilities for its student population, especially with so much talk of health on campus. 

 

I, like many people, turn to fitness as a way to personally address my mental health 
concerns. In a cold and rainy city like Vancouver, my personal fitness is usually the 
deciding factor of whether I feel mentally healthy or unhealthy (and, of course, physically 
healthy). Of course, there are other gyms in Vancouver--but not only are they not 
subsidized with the athletics fee I am paying for in my tuition, they are quite far from 
campus, and I hope for a facility that makes it easy and desirable to improve my fitness 
while being around fellow UBC students and faculty. 

48. Aesthetics and area vibrancy. A new stadium and a new WMG should combine commercial 
opportunities in the design. The facilities should be destinations, not just sport facilities. 

49. I feel there is less concern put on non-sport clubs. This is probably because they are so 
flexible in their arrangements and accommodations, but I feel they should still be 
considered. 

50. Sensible rates for students and staff so they can actually afford to use facilities to improve 
health and fitness. Achieve this goal by finding a balance between a financially sustainable 
plan and the needs of students and staff. 

51. Ensure that whatever is decided upon supports an outstanding campus experience for 
students who are not necessarily athletes or current users of the facilities.  

52. With regards to Principle 4 (Embrace UBC's history) it is not clear from the wording to 
what extent this history includes the Musqueam. They must be included in any initiative 
related to UBC's cultural and historic value, in meaningful consultation as well as 
articulated recognition, especially because the location of the facility is at the entrance to 
the campus. With regards to Principle 2: The recreation and athletics facility should 
leverage student health initiatives beyond its own brick and mortar building. It can further 
its stated goal of to "promote the health and wellbeing of students, faculty, staff and 
residents" and "create opportunities for recreation activities and other events that build 
community and social engagement" by supporting UBC's bicycle commuters. In particular, 
this can be manifested by including an on-site commuting centre for students (and 
faculty/staff) who commute to campus by bicycle. This will encourage year-round 



 

 

 

 

commuting and opportunities for bicycle commuter community building on campus. The 
facility's location is an ideal location for this, as transit and bike routes to UBC are adjacent 
to it, as is the on-campus bicycle initiative (The Bike Kitchen). Such a commuting centre 
would be a small investment while conferring health and fitness benefits for years to come. 
It would also encourage cyclists to access the recreation and athletics facility, as they will 
undoubtedly prove a receptive demographic. Specifically, such a centre should include a 
warm locker area for commuters to hang rain gear, with a lock sign out, similar to the way 
MOA has lockers for drop in use. There is a definite need and sore lack of this on campus; 
lockers in campus buildings are rarely tall and are not drop in. Another amenity would be 
drop-in access to gender-neutral change rooms and showers. If these amenities were 
provided, campus commuting would increase. This will also have a side benefit of 
providing a social space for commuters to encounter each other, and will build this 
community on campus.  

53. Facilities for the use of young children that live in the neighbourhood. ie: larger skatepark  

54. Studen gym (non-war memorial) is frequently at maximum capacity, which is not 
conducive of current development of UBC infrastructure. Furthermore, the gym requires 
and updating of equipment and capacity in order to align with UBC's announced concern 
for the min student body's health and wellness. 

55. Potential revenue streams from state of the art athletic facilities in order to host national, 
international and professional events.  

56. This opportunity needs to aim to increase the value of the student experience at UBC. Our 
athletic and sports facilities if done right and by providing the proper access can be and 
need to be the "heart" of the student experience at UBC 

57. Maybe, heaven forbid, that this is first and foremost an academic institution? Given that the 
actual buildings used for academic work are, in many cases, literally falling apart, it is not 
clear that we need more "athletic facilities" - or in fact to be spending valuable campus 
resources on "athletic or varsity" events. This isn't Texas, and we are not a college football 
campus and never will be, and we should stop trying to be. 

 

There are a million other, better options for investing in our facilities that are not athletic 
facilities. For instance, earthquake proofing: 

 

http://www.vancouversun.com/news/buildings+risk+collapse+moderate+earthquake+re
port+with+video/11400080/story.html  

 

I would rather not have a shiny new gym on campus that I'll never use, if this means I will 
not die in an earthquake. There have also been black eyes for UBC over the past few years 
due to the ongoing neglect of current infrastructure. Perhaps we should maybe put some 
money into ensuring that we're not pulling asbestos out of things, that the math building is 
not falling down, and that we do not run the Pacific Institute for Mathematical Sciences out 
of what seems to be a disused trailer behind the campus?  

 



 

 

 

 

Furthermore, by offering "1 of 5 free personal training sessions" to people who fill out this 
survey, isn't this a bit self-selecting? 

 

58. UBC's building priorities need to be academic 

59. I wish you would put more emphasis on health and well being and less on the business 
side of things. 

60. If building new facilities, then don't cheap out on space for needed space for dedicated 
vasity team locker rooms, public locker rooms, therapy space, strength and conditioning 
space, taping space, coaching offices, team meeting rooms. Space is always of importance. 
It is appreciated that there is a fixed budget for building new facilities, but I fully suggest to 
build the new facility with the approriate space for all of the above.  

 

Also, I believe in the maintenance of UBC history and I hope the new hopeful facilities are 
build with a great "retro" feel, such as the great atmosphere of War Memorial Gym instead 
of a new generic modern facility such as the new facility at U of A.  

61. You should consider including actual principles and values: that is, ethical, social, political, 
and academic ones. 

It is unconscionable to consider spending millions on recreational developments: when 
classrooms and academic buildings (ex. Arts) are in dire need of repair; when classrooms 
are overcrowded and classes are overfull; when core advising and counselling services are 
overstretched; when investment in the library and faculty is secondary to administrative 
bloat; and when investment (of time and people, especially: this is work after all, not 
voluntary service) is desperately needed in changing systemic social injustices, for 
example in supporting First Nations students and Indigenous knowledge, and changing 
cultural practices around sexualised violence. 

62. I am appalled that university money is going to this when buildings used for Arts teaching 
are over-capacity, out of date, and, in some cases, crumbling. This seems to me to go 
against the university's core academic mission and is a disservice to our students' 
education disguised as a move for their well-being. 

63. Emphasis on finding funding from other partners - as a student who does not have interest 
in using the facilities and derives virtually no benefit from them, athletic related fees are 
quite excessive.  

64. Recreation should not affect housing prices at a University 

65. Environment-friendly :)  

66. Would likely fit in with #2, but include more emphasis on sustainability measures in the 
facility  

67. Ensure new facilities are flexible to future capacity needs, that congestion of facilities like 
the birdcoop can be avoided.  

68. I think its related to Varisty excellence, but slightly different.  Make the campus the 'place 
to be' for Canadian athletic excellence... sort of 'virtuous circle' of athletic excellence (i.e, 
national team training centre, etc...) 



 

 

 

 

69. This is a commuter university & I think there are a lot of students like me, who don't find it 
practical to participate in recreation/athletics at the university.  I already resent having a 
substantial fee charged to me for rec/athletics in my student fees when I don't use the 
facilities.  I would be really upset to be paying anything extra for you to upgrade facilities 
unless they are literally falling down.  My priority at UBC is to get an education, not to get 
exercise, which is my own personal responsibility. 

70. Ummm, one of the biggest obstacles to UBC strategic priorities is that we can't hire great 
faculty because of housing costs in Vancouver. Wouldn't affordable housing  for faculty (to 
allow to maintain our international reputation) be a much better long-term investment 
that whatever sports stadium this survey is being used to justify? 

 

Why spend so much money on resources that are mainly used by varsity athletics? Right 
now drop-in and intramural times are so restrictive that students need to choose between 
coming in on Sundays and not playing intramurals at all. I would just consider expanding 
the bird-coop (or collaborating with Gold's Gym to let students use their facilities), and 
making the varsity athletes come in at crazy hours rather than the rest of campus. 

71. At many American schools, sports teams (particularly football) become major sources of 
revenue, not least through alumni donations. This practice places undue stresses on 
players, as well as distorting university budgets and hindering their ability to properly 
prioritize academics. I would be horrified if I thought UBC was seriously entertaining the 
thought of going down the same road. 

72. Any spending on athletic facilities must be part of a broader plan with the academic 
mission of the university coming first. Due to UBC's borrowing constraints, any $$ 
borrowed to spend on a new stadium are $$ that cannot be used to build new classrooms 
etc.  

73. The basis is a good, however UBC at current lacks world class athletic facilities, despite 
being a world class institution. Having been a previous varsity athlete, it was embarrassing 
that UBC had facilities that were less impressive than my american high school. Granted 
things have mildly improved since that time, the fact that the birdcoop is the primary 
recreation facility for the general student population is ridiculous. I am happy to be 
contacted for any further consultation. benwmillar@gmail.com 

74. bridging the gap between international and domestic students  

75. Sustainability of any new buildings.  

76. I cannot believe how distracted from its primary academic mission UBC has become in the 
20 years I have worked here. From the outside, we look like a housing complex, with a 
sports team, restaurants and film locations, rather than a university. Faculty have not been 
paid what they have been owed. Sessionals are paid a pittance. Key units like ASRW have 
no fixed location or support and yet you are proposing to use donations to pay for athletic 
facilities? What is the point of varsity sport? Varsity athletes miss many hours of class time 
and get sub-standard education as a result. At other schools, they have been associated 
with a host of despicable sexist behaviour or worse. What you call "school spirit" seems to 
me to be misogynist and racist (remember the rape chants?). I would love for the 
university to take ALL the money earmarked for sports facilities and reinvest it in our core 



 

 

 

 

mission: educating people. But if you must investigate "revenue opportunities" etc., please 
rein in your budgets for sports and rec so there is money left to spend on education. 

77. The teaching and academic facilties at UBC should be much higher priority than new 
altheltic facilities. In terms of student health and wellbeing, we live in the most temperate 
climate in Canada, and UBC is surrounded with outdoor running and walking trails.  
Students should use these, and not need high cost facilities.  While you give out this survey, 
academic and teaching space is under cripping pressure, class sizes rise every year, and 
most teaching buildings have not even been eathquake proofed.  Please get UBC's priorities 
back in its core academic mission. 

78. In addition to building school spirit, UBC should build a larger community spirit and grow 
the brand. 

79. addressing the health and wellness of students by providing top-notch fitness and 
swimming facilities, and increasing hours of operation. 

80. Affordability  

- Ensure that facilities are accessible to all students, faculty, staff and residents, regardless 
of income bracket. 

81. Many faculty members lack basic office space on campus. Any upgrades to campus 
infrastructure should begin here.  

82. Importance of physical activity and health on mental health, social abilities, and in school 
performance 

83. It is nice to have good facilities on campus, but currently I feel that the money and energy 
should be spent elsewhere. Graduate students. generally speaking, have no rooms in UBC, 
and I would like to see UBC solve that first.  

84. Stop building athletic facilities until academic buildings have been seismically upgraded to 
keep our students and faculty safe. Not dead is probably more important than physically 
fit, and there are plenty of off-campus options.  

85. How about putting money back into basic research and teaching instead of more debt 
funded facilities? It's a public institution, not an investment bank. Strategic priorities need 
a rewrite. 

 

How about not cynically leveraging student "wellbeing" for building projects that will 
make this university more expensive, less accessible, and contribute further to student 
stress and anxiety? 

 

How about considering ways of promoting "wellbeing" that take advantage of ubc's unique 
outdoor surroundings? 

 

Or if you must build more buildings, how about offices for teaching faculty? There's a 
severe shortage of office space in the humanities. It has become absurd. I've been teaching 
full time at UBC since 2012 and I'm still sharing an office with two colleagues. 



 

 

 

 

 

Priorities, though, right? 

86. Population; ensuring that whatever facilities are created are capable of meeting the needs 
of the population. Case and point you have a University of 60,000 just counting enrollment 
and the recreation venues do not represent that at all. Especially when you're based in 
Vancouver with a very active university aged demographic.  

87. The campus does not have the recreational facilities to support the size of the student 
body. I have heard a student tell me that when he first arrived on campus and was all set to 
go to the Bird Coop for a work out, he quickly learned that there were 5 tread mills for all 
50,000 students and that it was not worth the effort.  

 

Healthy body healthy mind. The students must have easy access to fitness.  

88. I think athletics should be 100% funded by user fees and alumni donations. I think 
anything less than that takes away from the core mission of the University as a place of 
LEARNING. I think it is outrageous that I have had to pay an athletics and recreation fee 
every year that I have been here (especially including this year when I will be on campus 
for September ONLY before graduating and will still have to pay the entire yearly fee) 
when I have never even once used a single recreational facility, been on a team or gone to 
watch any games. Furthermore, a monthly membership to use the Bird Coop on top of that 
fee makes this even more egregious.  Not to put too fine a point on it, I think it is complete 
and utter BULLSHIT that I am paying for this kind of crap. Furthermore, where is the 
survey asking about how UBC's dated and failing arts infrastructure should be funded? 
Have you been in the Freddy Wood or Somerset Theatres lately? The Art Galleries? It took 
the AMS to build a sprung floor dance space for crying out loud. There is no way to quantify 
how little I care about sports or athletics on campus and I powerfully resent the 
implication that I should.  

89. Honestly it sounds like UBC Properties trust just wants to densify the area that athletics 
uses by removing the Stadium so it has more space to sell condos that students can't 
afford. So yeah maybe the principle of selling land for a one time payment could take a 
back seat. 

90. Please give students a decent place to work out to help them get rid of stress. There is not 
enough space to even stretch out in the Bird Coop.  

91. Varsity athletics is silly. Most students don't care, it costs a bunch of money, and benefits a 
few. Please get rid of it. We're a Place of Mind, not a Place of Playing Sports When No One 
Even Watches 

92. Bird Coop is ridiculously over crowded. Something needs to be done to increase the 
capacity that the gym can handle. If the board or any other group believes an upgrade of 
the Bird Coop is not necessary they clearly have a conflict of interest with the students of 
UBC.  

93. Do not use this as a proxy to remove athletic space and replace it with private housing. If 
you must build more housing make it rent subsidized student only residences.  

94. Promote equality. 



 

 

 

 

95. How about student housing? If this land is going to be sold to be developed for non-UBC 
students as the primary residents, I completely disagree with it. The space where the 
Thunderbird stadium is located is for UBC students, and it should be kept for UBC students, 
even if the purpose of the land use changes. Instead of investing so much money into 
sports facilities on campus (which I do think is important), how about investing more 
money into tutoring programs and activities for commuter students? We don't have a huge 
feeling of community on campus, and while encouraging attendance at varsity events may 
improve this, there are so many more ways the space and money could be better allocated. 
I think that UBC students should get priority in these kinds of decisions, it's not good 
enough that the university won't support students' need for space over the general 
public/housing development that is slowly but surely intruding and encroaching on our 
campus.  

96. UBC Property should be for UBC students and not future real estate profits 

97. PLEASE build a nice fitness center! Bird Coop is cheap but so not worth it as it doesn't 
accommodate the amount of people UBC has. University has to have an awesome gym; so 
attractive and easily accessible that it would attract new students to start working-out and 
maintain a healthy lifestyle. For now, it cannot even accommodate existing gym sharks. It's 
unfair that only varsity athletes have access to nice gyms.    

98. Ability for people (including schools) in the surrounding neighbourhoods (i.e. Point Grey, 
Dunbar, Kits,etc.) to make use of the facilities when available and be a part of the wider 
UBC community. 

99. The University ought to consider the relative neglect of academic facilities at the north end 
of campus. Faculty and departments in the Faculty of Arts are repeatedly told to increase 
enrolments and to teach larger classes. When we try, we are told that there aren't sufficient 
classrooms of the adequate size to meet the demand. The classrooms that are available 
(e.g., in the Buchanan complex) are out of date, inadequate for modern flexible teaching 
methods, and shabby.  

100. Sustainability - Progress should not subordinate our roles of stewards of the Earth and 
these lands, and the opportunity for future generations. 

101. I lived on the Vancouver campus both while completing my PhD and also on a sabbatical 
three years ago. And I appreciated access to the facilities, principally for my children, then 
four and seven, who did swim lessons, soccer lessons and skating lessons.  

 

On the other hand, sports facilities are expensive, and UBC already has a lot of them. Every 
dollar spent further on them detracts, at least in principle, from the centrality of the 
university's defining academic mission. You can have a university with no sports facilities 
at all, and you can have sports facilities with no university, but you can't have a university 
without academics. In a time when many units are short of office-space and portions of the 
library have been requisitioned for administration, an improvement in sports facilities 
would seem a perverse squandering of limited resources.  

102. Don't get rid of the aquatic centre. 

That basketball court in front of Hebb 100 was a good idea. 



 

 

 

 

Have an outdoor area with bars for people who do Calisthenics and don't necessarily want 
to go to a gym (this takes up like 5 square meters) and don't want to scare little kids (or 
their parents) by using their playgrounds. 

103. strive for sustainability in development - buildings that use sustainable materials, creating 
spaces that will see continued usage, and building so that spaces can be maintained and 
changed at low cost. 

104. Creating venues for large scale gatherings should take a distant second place to fulfilling 
the academic priorities of the university and supporting the community which lives on or 
near campus. 

105. These principles seem to be treated as of equal importance.  I would say that the academic 
mission has to take priority, seeing as that's why students come here in the first place: we 
do not get public funding in order to run a rugby-training program but in order to have a 
biology research program and an Asian history program.  The second priority (see Harvard 
& MIT) should be for intramural sports & fitness to help students, staff & faculty stay fit 
and healthy and to enjoy one another in an active community. Varsity-level sports are a 
nice frill for a few students and their coaches, and yes, they do need a business-case, but 
they are way behind academic expenditures, in my mind. 

106. Make the facilities accessible and to promote varsity athletics they ought to offer 
scholarships in Canada and stop being so bush league. 

In Washington State high schools have better training facilities than UBC. Foster excellence 
by offering excellence. 

Why do staff members have to pay so much to use the training facilities. yes training and 
not this changing aging silk road crap that was pushed in the past. 

Changing Aging - give me a break! 

Foster elite athletics for varsity athletics and good accessible work out facilities and 
recreation facilities for the UBC population. 

 

107. none 

108. Some of the facilities, like Thunderbird Arena and the Stadium, are adequate because they 
are only used by a small portion of the campus population, and are rarely (if ever) at 
capacity for occupants. UBC should focus on providing space for recreation and well being 
of students. It is unacceptable to have a gym as small as the Birdcoop, and only one 
intramural gymnasium, for a student population of almost 50,000. Let's get our priorities 
straight.   

109. more baseball 

110. Make it affordable for students. Allow facilities to be booked by UBC affiliated clubs for 
reasonable prices.  

111. UBC has the worst student gyms (bird coop) I've ever been too. Please please update and 
expand it. The gym is always crowed and I know more students would go if it wasn't so 
crowded. There is demand, please supply 



 

 

 

 

112. On the "promote the health and wellbeing of students, faculty, staff and residents"  
principle, the importance of upgrading space in the fitness facility (especially the Bird Coop 
gym) should be a must as it has very limited space for students to feel suffocation due to 
the limit of space and air circulation.  

113. Public space and free fields for access whenever. Thunderbird fields need to be free all the 
time for students to drop by and kick a ball. Dont destroy current fields. I heard there's a 
plan to renovate/move athletic facilities. The problem is no-one even attends these events. 
Making some fields less accessible for students to drop by and kick a ball is a mistake. 

114. Making sure all of this is beneficial for UBC students and faculty without overcharging each 
person with increasing in taxes. 

115. Make the recreation centre and bird coop more welcoming for women and minorities. Ie: 
potentially LGBTQ safe space times or women's weights area.  

116. Principle 1 doesn't seem to be very well addressed; what about academic research 

117. Reduce fees to make more accessibility.   

118. community engagement and community building. Inclusivity and diversity (of those who 
live in the area). 

Accessibility and affordability (to different groups).  

119. Whoever made the decision to put housing on the far end of campus really screwed up. It is 
a pain to do anything on campus because you are stranded in the rain.  
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^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^THATS THE GOAL^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  

 

To clerify the FOOD on the left is where main mall is now. Housing is where thunderbird 
housing and the skatepark are. Academic facilities are where totem and vanier 
are.recreational sports and varsity sports are where they are now. 

 

The reason this is superior is because food is easily accessable from all parts of campus 
and housing also is reasonable centered. I know this is basically impossible but if you can 
get closer to that over the next 50 years that would make life 10000000000x better 

120. Is there a duplication of resources? Do we need 10-20 basketball courts? Is the current 
space being maximized for use? Are the right sports using facilities now? I.e. Wrestling has 
not been allowed to use dojo for a decade and/or they are charged $120/hr for a 
classroom. Does that make sense?  

121. Not only varsity sort but creating facilities that foster elite sport. A place that attracts 
Canada's, (and the world's,) best athletes as much as it attracts the best students and best 
staff. 

122. Fostering a safe space where health and wellness can be approached by anyone from the 
UBC community (i.e., not including artwork in the facilities that seem to exclude a huge 
percentage of the UBC population like the Birdcoop currently does). Continue to make it 
cost-friendly for individuals to engage in health and wellness activities in the facilities.  

123. Allowing residents and students and faculty to be able to adopt a healthy lifestyle. 

124. Athletics is the brand builder of a university, particularly in North America. The better the 
HUB experience, the better it will reflect on the university as a whole. From this point, a 
principle of visibil ity and creating athletics as a focal point on campus through the HUB 
should be acknowledged.  

125. no 

126. Ensure the facilities themselves are safe (i.e. seismically sound) 

127. No 

128. It would be great of one of the values considered is how this facility will help student's and 
staff at the school academically, instead of of only recreationally. As an aluma of UBC's 
School of Kinesiology, I think it's very important to consider how this student body plays a 
role in these plans. We are very closely linked to athletic sciences and deserve top of the 
notch facilities in which to complete our labs and studies ,which currently we lack. This 
facility can fill this void. Beyond this, kinesiology student's do not have a hub on camps like 
many faculties. Our courses are spread out across campus and often we trek 15-20 mins to 
get to osborne for our labs. I believe we can strategically link in the kinesiology community 
within plans for this new facility.  



 

 

 

 

129. a university campus where the focus is on students, student success, student health and 
student events rather than housing and business ventures. 

130. Make the birdcoop 5x bigger 

131. UBC needs to be both careful, and transparent when it comes to land use and housing 
revenue options on Campus. Both the spirit, and history of the campus can be easily lost if 
the BOG decided to slice off section by section, and build new market condo developments. 
I am sure the University has creative ways to raise revenues that go beyond Realestate 
deals.  

132. Bigger, better athletic spaces for students.  

133. Sport - fitness - active lifestyles promote healthy emotional, physical and mental wellbeing. 
UBC is the prime location to endorse all of this. So why is this even a question. UBC isn't the 
greatest university in the world, but it can be with the #GamePlan initiative  

134. Expand the birdcoop. It is a disgrace to students that their health has such little value to 
UBC's leaders.  

135. UBC is a university campus first, residential neighborhood second. Non-student residents 
who live on campus should expect and tolerate a higher noise level than they would if 
living in neighborhoods such as Kitsilano, Kerrisdale, Dunbar, etc. Noise complaints from 
non-students should not shut down varsity athletic and cultural events which promote a 
sense of community and well-being for the student body, especially on weekends. 

136. Facilitate and create opportunities where faculty, staff and students can engage in a 
physical activity at their own level with the support of qualified staff. This should include 
running/swimming and biking teams with bi-weekly training schedules where people feel 
they belong, improve and have fun.  

The offered possibilities are for high-level athletes, way too difficult for 'normal' people. 

 

 

137. Not just focus on varsity athletes -- they already have their own gym/workout area.  There 
needs to be more for non-varsity athletes.  

138. No 

139. Mental health is a huge issue on campus, and why wouldn't it be when the student gym is 
smaller than most lecture rooms!  The birdcoop is unbelievably small and outdated, and is 
frustrating at a university that is so vocal about trying to improve student mental and 
physical health.  

140. Sometimes I feel Ubc is too focused on future goals and students that present students get 
neglected 

141. Major changes have to be done in order to expand the birdcoop. The birdcoop is a very 
popular place that houses students wishing to disconnect from  their school work and 
overall contribute to their well being, a major topic in Vancouver. Its hard to understand 
why such as large and prominent university is not able to comfortably house students in a 
gym such as the Birdcoop. The demand during prime hours portrays the need for a larger 
gym. 



 

 

 

 

142. Impact on neighborhoods affected (specifically, Hawthorne Place). 

143. Re-using land where existing facilities need to be removed.   

144. the University mission as a place for academic teaching and research should be paramount 
and the focus of the University. 

145. Allowing facilities that the students, faculties, staff and community use to be more 
accessible and useable in the sense of having more space for people to use the equipment 
in the facilities. Access to the facilities and the programs that promote health, fitness, and 
wellness should not be so difficult for the campus community. I feel there is so much focus 
on capitalizing money and varsity excellence that often times the general population of the 
school gets left behind.  

146. Respect for the peace and quiet of neighbourhood residents 

147. Space for clubs ex wrestling 

148. Its about humans being healthy. That is #1...by a large margin 

149. students and faculty should be the priority - not other groups using the land and facilities 

150. Preserve existing recreational resources by proper maintenance and promotion of their 
use 

151. Safety concerns for all students/ spectators and faculty as well as visitors. 

152. The singular worst thing about UBC is the lack of recreational facilities 

153. Environmental responsibility. I think it is important for UBC to pursue options that 
minimise the collective environmental impact of the campus. 

154. leaving some green space and not clustering EVERYTHING up with buildings .. i.e. 
efficiencies AND leave of view corridors and SPACE 

155. Yes: Maintaining/enhancing the quality of life in UNA neighborhoods. Given the ongoing 
contributions to UBC  revenue and other contributions that UNA residents make to the 
university - and the responsibility that the UBC Board of Governors has for the 
neighborhoods given the existing governance model -  it is profoundly disappointing that 
none of the principles listed above relates to the quality of life in the residential 
neighborhoods that university has created. With thousands of residents in these 
neighborhoods it is disheartening to see that the university would not give any 
consideration to our needs and would not see the impact of these decisions on our lives as 
a criterion that should be entertained. I strongly urge UBC to add a principle along the lines 
I have suggested.   

Also, I believe that the "business case" principle should also look at prior investments 
made to date - by the university, external donors and by the UNA community and the 
impact that new plans would have on the realization/preservation of the benefits that 
these investments intended to secure. It seems to me that the current principle 5 only 
looks forward in terms of building a business case - but does not sufficiently consider the 
totality of investments and their value over time. I think we should avoid "re-doing" 
projects and paying twice for the same facility, before its natural life span has fully been 
reached, because new plans would require its relocation. This principle should apply 
particularly to recently build facilitie s (e.g., tennis courts, skate park; athletics oval, etc.). It 
sends a terrible message of wastefulness and flies in the face of environmental 



 

 

 

 

sustainability claims if we demolish facilities that can still well serve the university 
community and which have been constructed in the first place through the generosity of 
taxpayers and donors.  

156. Minimize the cost for student to use them in the future (accessibility like $30 per term for 
students) or have different renovated level fitness area charge differently monthly/termly.   

157. Making athletics and recreation part of the community context. Finding a balance between 
athletic and recreational use and the wider social and environmental elements in the 
community. 

158. Sports are needed for the students. There are many benefits that can't be measured via a 
cost and benefit analysis, but internally for the students , i.e. culture and mental health  

159. Provide recreational and sporting facilities in several locations on campus rather than 
concentrating in one location. 

 

160. Providing facilities that are of the upmost safety standards and facility technology for all 
athletes, spectators, staff, and others who may use the facilities to promote the importance 
of our athletes, programs, and facilities to the City of Vancouver and Canada. 

161. Your employees, and how they would be affected. 

162. That the university minimize sporting events and facilities impacts on the existing 
residential (student housing included) community. 

163. no 

164. History is important and we do not always need new buildings. Our older buildings such as 
War Memorial Gym need to be maintained/updated however, rather than go into disrepair. 
More regular painting /sand blasting or whatever is needed sure occur to keep the 
facilities looking good.  

165. Do not waste money. The playing fields have been ripped up, replaced, ripped up, replaced, 
ripped up, replaced again and again the last decade. A stupid waste of money. Stupid. The 
stadium is fine where it is. The residences, like the tower and the 3 million dollar homes 
and palliative care facility were put in the wrong place, which is why you want to move the 
stadium and move the problem to Logan, and other less well healed neighbourhoods. 
Shame. 

166. Make sure the spaces are inclusive, positive, and accessible 

167. Allowing students of all abilities to develop their athletic capacity.  

168. Please expand the birdcoop for a school this size, our gym is very pathetic. 

169. Stakeholder participation: The new facilities must be inclusive for visitors to want to 
attend UBC events. 

170. UBC is an elite university. All hiring needs to be done with this in mind. In other words,all 
hiring should include a search for the best. 

171. Parking 

172. Alumni donations 



 

 

 

 

173. I work in media relations for UBC Athletics. We want to build our brand and reputation as 
the greatest sporting university in Canada and have healthy, active students. Our top notch 
athletes and students should have first rate facilities to train in. 

174. Foster long term athlete development. Particularly, create more enhanced pathways and 
opportunities for under 18 year old athletes to grow and stay at UBC. 

175. (a) ensure that the strategy does not reduce space available for recreational and sports 
facilities by e.g. developing the existing Thunderbird Stadium space for residential housing 
and avoiding in the future  transferring available space to professional sports interests e.g. 
fields transferred to Vancouver whitecaps  (b)if a new stadium is to be built, that it not be 
built adjacent to existing housing e.g. not on the r d track and field 
oval                                                                        

176. Expanding facilities to accommodate expanding student population 

177. Golf hitting bays or practice green - a simple on campus practice facility (using synthetic 
grass mats) wouldn't be too costly or hard to maintain and could be used as a public good 
and exploited as such through an adequate business model. 

178. I would like to see an expansion of all sporting facilities on campus 

179. I worry we are losing rec land based on donors and not the needs and mission of the 
community (fac and staff, athletes and Vancouver residents).  

 

 

180. I feel as though the current principles and plan place an emphasis on revenue and varsity 
students, with little focus on community - including student, faculty, and staff- accessibility 
and space (size).  

181. We need more facilities and more acess 

182. Principle # 2 should include community engagement beyond Point Grey and responsibility 
to the people of British Columbia. Explore ways to make UBC facilities and expertise 
accessible to people in the community beyond Point Grey. The UBC Indoor Training Centre 
is a good model where people inside and outside of UBC have the opportunity to benefit 
from the state-of-the-art training facility and access to the knowledge and expertise of 
varsity coaches and players through publically available camps and training programs. The 
summer camps, hockey and skating programs are also fantastic! There are probably other 
ways to engage the community beyond the people who live, work and go to school here. 

183. No more forest cutting. 

184. No 

185. Community building 

186. Please continue to consider full access for those living on campus with disabilities.  Our 
daughter has cerebral palsy and uses a wheelchair. This past summer was the first time 
she was able to participate in campus summer camps - we were thrilled!  In the past there 
was no support, but this year there was.  It was great - she attended 3 summer camps.  
Thank you!  Keep going with accessibility for all! 



 

 

 

 

187. health and campus involvement of alumni 

188. Varsity excellence should include enhancement of the educational experience of  student 
athletes through principles learned in varsity athletics (i.e. leadership, competition, goal 
setting, etc.) 

189. Promote collaborative opportunities to create partnerships between various constituents 
eg sharing of new facilities and infrastructure. 

190. environmental impact, waste of money and time. 

191. UBC should prioritize recreational and athletic facilities over housing development 
opportunities  

192. I think you should consider the principles of integrity and transparency (and maybe field 
testing this survey). This question is quite self serving - leveraging these principles only 
against recreational facilities does not give a sense of where the option (if there is one) 
compares against options/choices for academic facilities.  For example do you have 
statistics on how many academic facility square feet there are per student (disaggregated 
by faculty, preferably).    

 

Why is the university not focusing more on academic facilities that will attract leading 
researchers and instead focusing on exploiting the housing market in Vancouver and 
possibly "land use changes" (i.e., using more of the endownment lands for development).   

 

As a student at UBC for both my undergrad and masters, I used the recreational facilities 
but it was not a factor at all in my experience. There are so many good facilities in the city - 
we just re-built several in the communities for the Olympics. Why not take more pride in 
academics? It's a small percentage of students that come to UBC (or any university for 
sport) - is it really worth catering for this group?  

 

Finally, how will my input be considered? Will there be a report summarizing quantifying 
findings from the survey and qualitative input, and how this input helped with any 
decision. Or, has the Gameplan already been decided, and this is all just a matter of course?  

193. The voices of the residents who live nearby to the proposed sites should be heard.  

Decisions on choosing a site should ensure that noise levels, parking and traffic are taken 
into consideration so that it does NOT adversely affect the residents living to the new site 

194. Suggest adding a principle that explicitly acknowledges the changing culture, demography, 
and values of UBC recreation facility users today compared to in the past.  UBC is a world 
apart from when the original major facilities were designed.  Users needs may be 
fundamentally different.   This should be the starting point for any conversation. 

 

 

195. Build facilities that facilitates UBC being more connected to the Vancouver Westside and 
vice-versa - better integrating the University inot the fabric of the City of Vancouver 



 

 

 

 

196. Community engagement-with new facilities allow neighbourhood groups (i.e Dunbar Little 
League) use facilities. 

197. Promote mental wellness and combat the myriad of mental illness plaguing young people 
today.  

198. - Students like the plans being made  

- Do not increase cost burden on Students  

199. I don't think UBC is aware of how upset people are about the monopoly on parking on 
campus. It's overpriced and insulting. The zealousness with which UBC Parking patrols, 
tickets and tows is like nothing else in the Lower Mainland and as a result many avoid 
coming. 

200. student engagement and contribution to campus culture through varsity game, Recreation 
Events, and hosting non-athletic events in UBC facilities 

201. Do the proposed changes benefit a large number of students (increasing recreational gym 
space) or a select few (varsity) 

202. environmental impact, sustainability, preservation of greenspace, providing adequate 
affordable housing for students,  and traffic impacts 

203. The first goal makes zero sense. 

 

1. Ensure that facilities reflect UBC's strategic priorities. This verges on tautological. They 
are priority if they are built, and they are not priority if they are not built. UBC does not 
build something that is not a priority, so this is self-fulfilling, redundant, and extremely 
meaningless. 

2. Allow sufficient and capacity for Academic Growth. This makes even less sense. By 
definition, any buildings that are athletic are removing academic space. Allowing for 
academic growth by building academic facilities is a joke. Running a business on the side 
that detracts from the core purpose of the University is outrageous. The only comparable 
analogies I can think of would seem so preposterous that they are not even worth 
mentioning as they would not seem credible. However, this is even worse as there is no 
way that Varsity athletics is making enough money to be cost recovery, and so the 
expansion of athletics is merely held together by 3 false components: 

 

a) the notion that pouring money into a few select students is somehow improving 
wellbeing for the many 

b) the notion that athletics improves rankings or the quality students who come to UBC. No 
major rankings (ARWU, QS, THE, or even Maclean's) accounts for rankings at any point in 
their survey 

c) the notion of a primarily white patriarchy administration that wants to see 'Tradition' 
carried on against the overwhelming UBC student and campus opinion that this money 
could be better served in so many ways. 

 



 

 

 

 

I don't want to see any principles added, but would like to see the idea that this is 
'Academic' or for the students of UBC removed. If we're going to do something stupid at 
least don't lie to us to do it. There are two places where UBC works to show the majority of 
students that they hate them: 

 

1. Sexual Assualt and their inaction 

2. Varsity Athletics 

Unfortunately they are actually quite related. I am disgusted with the idea of creating 
celebrity culture around individuals for physical ability at an intellectual institution. It's 
called A Place of Mind. 

204. Impact on residents. UBC's out of control drive to build on every square inch of green space 
is sharply decreasing the liveability of campus neighborhoods.  

205. Student safety around drunk driving 

206. Not removing/hindering current academic space. 

207. Role in the broader community 

208. Provide scholarship opportunities for the community to attend programs and training 
facilities. 

Maintain land used for UBC Farm and Garden/famers market and for future use for 
growing food on campus sites . 

209. N/A 

210. Community involvement.  UBC is a world class university that has only recently, in my 
opinion, expanded beyond campus.  Isolation will not build further support;  keep building 
bridges! 

211. Consider the athletes and how much time and dedication they committ to sports and to the 
facilities. They need top notch facilities aND equipment just like researchers at ubc need 
theirs in order to compete at a national level. 

212. Vancouver is a very active city with a penchant for the outdoors, perhaps the facilities 
should reflect that individuals who come to school here may hold some of those values as 
well 

213. Free, unscheduled, unsupervised recreational access to fields from 3-6pm for children who 
live in the area.  

Free access to fields for informal sports by all members of the community. I've been part of 
a lunchtime soccer game that goes back to all grass fields when I arrived 15 years ago and 
the game dates back to the early seventies. We use part of one turf field when it's not being 
used formally, at lunchtime. We are a revolving bunch of men and women between 15 and 
70 years old! The access to the field has brought the participants great fitness, 
camaraderie, and joy. You should therefore consider some access to outdoor facilities that 
is unscheduled, unsupervised. The over formalization of athletic pursuits is a problem in 
our society. Don't make it worse by making EVERYTHING a planned, scheduled, paid-for 
use. 



 

 

 

 

214. Use varsity athletics to increase participation in sports 

Maximize the utilization of athletics facilities (i.e. by people not on varsity teams but do 
exercise) 

215. remember that promoting the health and wellbeing of students requires these facilities to 
be accessible and CHEAP 

216. For Varsity sports that share their facilities with the public (the aquatic centre, the track, 
etc), ensuring that the Varsity needs are not being overshadowed by public demand. Build 
the fascilities to be world class for the athletes and capable of hosting sanctioned events. If 
you cater to the needs of the athletes, especially the sports that have National Team 
members, it will create a stronger draw for potential athletic students and the public alike. 
It will also allow for more prestigious events to be held on campus which will, in turn, 
stimulate the neighbouring communities to participate in these events.  

217. In coordination with the increase in senior living within the area, more attention and 
facilities and programs should be provided 

in the area of senior fitness, health and lifestyle. 

218. Consider writing a less opaque survey. There is a enough jargon in the guiding principles 
to make them very difficult to say anything meaningful about. What are "incremental 
housing revenue opportunities"? Is this creating more market housing? Does this involve 
clearing more forest? Is this an increase in student housing costs? Is this building more 
student housing?  

 

Not a great survey. Don't expect to learn much from it.  

219. making sure its environmentally sustainable 

220. Increasing space that is accessible for students of all physical abilities. 

Working with First Nations, how by taking this land there will be less for student housing. 

221. No. Mental health but mostly covered 

222. Address the impact of excessive noise pollution as it impacts resident neighbourhoods and 
resident health at UBC - do not ignore this issue by simply shifting the problem to another 
neighbourhood. Isolate and solve the problem. 

223. Create and respect vibrant, safe communities in University Neighbourhoods.  

 

I should note that I found Question 9 dishonest, as it often contains 2 bulleted items, but 
only permits one comment - this does not permit a valid answer if the importance of each 
item is different from the other.  

224. Proximity to heart of campus- recreation facilities should be readily accessible. 

225. The University is built on the traditional, ancestral and unceded territories of the 
Musqueam nation. Consultation with the Musqueam should be a priority. 

226. The impact of land use on everyday life of residents- noise, density. 



 

 

 

 

227. Create more affordable student, faculty, and staff housing nearby. 

228. I THINK THAT THE BASKETBALL COURTS IN THE REC CENTER ARE EXTREMELY 
OVERDUE FOR A NEW FLOOR/RENOVATION. SOMEONE IS GOING TO BREAK THEIR 
ANKLES OUT THERE. YOUR FEET SLIDE THE ENTIRE TIME YOU ARE RUNNING. I AM 
PLAYING IN THE INTRAMURAL LEAGUES AND AM SERIOUSLY WORRIED ME OR 
SOMEONE ELSE IS GOING TO GET SERIOUSLY HURT. THE LAMINATE ON THE FLOOR IS 
FAAARR TOO OLD AND IS A SAFETY HAZARD 

229. Build a new birdcoop. 

230. Engage with local communities not just through interest in Varsity Sports but because the 
facilities are excellent and desirable.  Community, National and International sporting 
events will bring recognition to the excellence of the facilities and the campus in general.   

231. We need more gym space; the bird coop is nowhere near large enough for 60,000 
students.  

232. Fitness facilities and access should be valued far above varsity performance and sports 
teams. 

233. Can't say of any additional principles, but you should consider plans for reducing the 
housing costs for students and provide affordable housing to students. 

234. The university community is much more diverse than even a few years ago. There are 
many permanent residents with no or minimal affiliation with UBC, persons of all ages and 
sporting abilities. It would be nice to see this strategy embrace the diversity of the 
community that now lives and works here. 

235. UBC needs to embrace the special events that are put on every year. Large events such as 
day of the longboat and Storm the Wall need to be funded and advertised better by the 
university. These unique and important events to UBC foster school and community spirit 
and need to be enshrined by the university. 

236. UBC is currently the home of both Women's and Men's National and Junior National field 
hockey programs. National sport programs are important and essential to keeping kids 
and adults engaged and active in sport. If there is not enough support from 
UBC/Vancouver for these National programs they will move elsewhere and the sport and 
city will miss out on a great opportunity. support these teams and the sport of field hockey 
by providing more training facilities and fields as well as funding for both the UBC varsity 
teams as well as the National teams 

237. Social responsibility and sustainability 

238. Being a leader for sports and recreation as it relates to other Canadian schools.  Making 
sure that UBC provides the best to attract the best student athletes. 

239. Lots of additional workout space, like an expanded birdcoop. 

240. Providing further opportunities for interdisciplinary sport focused healthcare on campus 
and within the varsity programs 

241. Branding of Thunderbirds Athletics and consideration for community/media relations 



 

 

 

 

242. UBC being a good, considerate and caring neighbour to its thousands of residents who are 
choosing to live in this beautiful area and have considerable attributes and contributions 
they can make to enhance the UBC community for all concerned 

243. It is important to consider the sensibilities and sensitivities of the resident population, 
which is growing, on campus.  Having a sports centre/stadium off Wesbrook and 16th 
brings a very real noise, parking, and garbage problem.  It's easier for students and 
residents to access a new stadium near Osborne Centre, which is more central. 

244. Bear in mind the overall harmony of the UBC neighbourhoods as a community. 

245. This may not be the correct place to insert this in the Survey but regarding sound business 
sense, rather than increase the residential density, why not consider the option of selling 
the 99 year prepaid Property Leases to the owners.  This would greatly increase revenues 
to the Endowment Fund and would align our values with the City of Vancouver.   

246. UBC has the convenience of having a lot of their sporting facilities in the eastern side of 
campus near Westbrook. There may be value in creating a multi-sport clubhouse for all the 
sports that practice and compete in that area. This clubhouse could be a varsity alumni 
center much like how the alumni center by the NEST.  

247. Track and Field across Hampton Place is very useful, very important place for UBC-
students and all the residents around. It is highly used tracking field not only for sport 
activities but also by lots of residents from all over the campus area for exercise. We 
strongly oppose any idea of building stadium there. What we do not understand is why 
there is need of moving Thunderbird stadium from its current location at the first place. It 
is located at very appropriate location, easy access right next to the marine drive, isolated 
where it does not cause any nuisance and noise to residential area. Moving it across 
Hampton place, right in the middle of the residential area, will create big noise pollution 
and disturbance to all the residents around. We hope UBC recreation understands our 
viewpoint and decides on different location for moving Thunderbird stadium and leave 
track and field alone where it is. Thanks. 

248. Yes we moved to Hampton Place for the peace and quiet, and do not want the noise from 
sports activities to disrupt that.  You will chase us out of here.  It's hard enough to have 
parking for visitors  and now it will be worse and the lighting issue will become a problem 
to the residents who live here.  even now with the track and field area, in the summer the 
noise is awful and I don't believe we should have to endure that.  UBC shouldn't be putting 
their sports promotion onto this lovely residential area and it should not be built around 
here. This area should be allowed to have free land the way it is, it's awful how the 
buildings are now creeping closer and closer to our area, which will bring more students 
here with lots of more noise and disruptions .  When they walk across the streets here, they 
don't look, they are on their phones and in the dark it's difficult to see them.  I do not want 
more noise and vote to not have to encroach on this area which is unique in the city. 

249. The UBC community is fast growing with both additional students and faculty as well as 
residents. The school should not forget about providing the residents entertainment and 
access to the facilities, which I understand they are obliged to do as part of the land sale 
agreement with the residences.  

250. The promotion of school spirit among the entire student body through availability to view 
athletics competitions for all, especially current students. 



 

 

 

 

251. In Canada our practice has been to build athletics and recreation facilities that are 
adequate for everything and excellent for none. This practice must cease! An excellent 
institution builds labs, classrooms etc that are purpose-built. The same approach should 
apply to athletics and recreation facilities.  

252. I think the school needs to have a higher priority on varsity excellence.   

253. I think the principles centered around campus wellbeing, health and inclusion should be of 
the utmost importance in this discussion.  

254. N/A 

255. You will commit an UTTER TRAVESTY if you move the stadium near to what are currently 
QUIET neighbourhoods (at Hampton Place).  PLEASE LEAVE the stadium where it is.  
Frankly, it is really sad that "you" have already turned lovely fields to artificial and blocked 
off turf areas.  There is NO charm at UBC anymore - or so little that one has to squint 
sideways to see it.   

256. Land which has historically been designated for varsity use should continue to be reserved 
as an asset to support of the varsity programme so that housing development on the site of 
Thunderbird Stadium, etc. should not simply fall into the general revenue of the University. 

257. Build a bigger gym! 

258. people who are not a part of varcity athletics who still want to train hard and push 
themselves in a competitive way 

259. Consider accessibility and inclusivity when thinking about future facilities and 
programming.  

 

 

260. 1. Refurbishing existing facilities, rather than building new ones. 

2. Maintaining trees on campus. 

261. Harmonizing the well-being of residents with that of staff, faculty and students to foster 
mutual respect and peaceful coexistence 

262. Make UBC Athletics Great Again 

263. Putting your money where your mouth is for student health, look at UVic's facilities. The 
birdcoop (the only affordable gym near campus) is embarrassing. Health media is all over 
campus where a lot of people would find it more helpful to get a workout in quickly rather 
than waiting for machines.  

264. Do not erect buildings that will de-value existing residential properties 

265. If new gyms etc are built. Benefits need to be divided by both students and varsity athletes. 
Likewise the rates for a new workout gym should remain low as this is a large appeal with 
the birdcoop.  

266. It is important to consider the integrity and character of the established communities 
where new developments are planned.   



 

 

 

 

267. I wonder at the wording for the last principle in that it seems to emphasize revenue. 
Instead it should speak to the housing affordability issues that students, faculty, and staff 
have living in Vancouver. I think an improvement would be that one of the guiding 
principles should include consideration around facilitating affordable and sustainable 
housing on campus, instead of just revenue opportunities. I would also like to see some 
consideration of sustainability issues around the strategy. Which options will have the 
most environmental impact for construction, the most impact over the life of the buildings? 
Given the fact that  UBC a Sustainability Initiative, this needs to be more than just words 
and should be incorporated as a guiding principle across all of the university's operations. 

268. Yah, make the Bird Poop, sorry...Coop actually a gym that can accommodate the number of 
students you have attending your school. It's ludicrous to have such a poor facility with 
how much money gets dumped into your University. 

269. The principles should be scrutinized further as to WHO the primary population is that is 
being targeted for the UBC GamePlan.  Is it the students, staff and faculty that daily give 
their time to this institution, is it to make money from outside vendors and businesses or is 
it to satisfy a greater community need? 

270. Quality of living of current on-campus residential living (permanent residences, not 
student housing). UBC must take responsibility for the impact of new plans/ventures on 
existing housing and residential living. UBC has developed residential on-campus housing 
communities. These should not be seen a money-making schemes which are ignored once 
sold to homeowners. For example, I find it irresponsible to consider moving Thunderbird 
Stadium from its current location, where it has least impact on residences, to more dense 
housing areas. Please add a principle that takes responsibility for the quality of living or 
current residential living on campus. 

271. Yes; consideration for existing area residents and housing stock that have, over the years, 
funded UBC's growth.  The residential interests are being ignored, and are not even 
included in the principles set out above. 

272. Creation of new fixtures and centrepieces of UBC varsity sports and recreation to reflect a 
new direction forward and a new generation for us to look back on  

273. Encourage community gardens as a recreational activity especially for seniors and less 
athletically inclined individuals as an integral part of community building 

274. The existing neighbourhoods are very concerned about the amount of traffic travelling into 
the centre of campus along with the noise that comes along with concerts being held at a 
stadium.  The noise that comes from the fraternities is unbelievable at times until 2 and 4 
am in the morning.  I have gone for a run at 6am and the fraternities are still playing loud 
music.  The local police do nothing when complaints are made.  I can at this point still hear 
the concerts from the stadium.  The lights at the fields are supposed to be turned off at 
10pm each night.  On most nights, those lights shine directly into my bedroom until at least 
11 pm.  These points making living on campus a huge detriment and also affect the selling 
price of my apartment.  Adding more arenas or moving thunderbird stadium is only going 
to make things worse. There is already the Whitecaps building going in which is an eyesore 
at this point.  Please consider the neighbourhood and the liveabilty.  Thank you 

275. -taking into account the influence that these changes may have on current residents in the 
UEL and UNA 



 

 

 

 

276. Protecting the history and atmosphere of places like War Memorial gym 

277. Make field use cheaper for sports clubs 

278. I think the university should look at developing sports and facilities for a few reasons in 
addition to those listed above (history, Varsity excellence and student health). 

 

Just as the university is adopting clubs for students to participate such as ultimate etc and 
programs with big professional possibilities such as baseball and football and YES great 
promo for UBC tonight regarding the Goalie call-up & the Canucks. I also think UBC should 
focus on Sports such as Olympic Wrestling where all cultures & heritages are embraced 
and included. Really, other than soccer & basketball (great job BTW), what sports do you 
have that are world sports that represent your schools various ethnicities? Are your sports 
and activities reflective of your student population? Just a thought-I know you once had a 
great wrestling program and today it could quickly be an Olympic spring board 
(powerhouse actually) in CanadÁ ×ÈÉÌÓÔ ÓÈÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 5"#ȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ-athletes as great multi-
ethnic mentors and hero's of all color, race and religion.  

 

I am a 20-year high school coach and have had so many national champions and medalist 
quit because they wanted to wrestle in their hometown while attending UBC even though I 
try to direct them to SFU (& they are recruited) across town.  

 

Currently I think there are several Top 3 CIS and Junior/Senior Caliber Student Athletes 
attending UBC but not wrestling since the club system is not a Real program to excel 
×ÉÔÈÉÎȢ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏÃË ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÐÏÒÔ ÂÕÔ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ Á ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÏÆ 
excellence, which I believe Wrestling is too tough of a sport not to have a focus on 
excellence. 

 

These kids are also great people from South Asian, Chinese and Pilipino backgrounds to 
name a few cultures; these communities would support a program and likely a facility 
where wrestlers could be role models academically and as Olympians and super citizens. A 
multi -sport with combative facility (wit h gymnastics, Judo, fitness etc) would be a big hit 
and I would even reach out across the wrestling community to engage the various cultures 
in raising money for the facility and program if you gave the word. Within 4 years I assure 
you we would not only have a top 3 program in Canada but also we would place women 
and men on an Olympic team and likely podium. 

 

Sorry for the long winded answer-I dream every time my kids play hockey at UBC or attend 
a camp, play ball or whatever. 

 

Sincerely, Chris Fuoco 

 



 

 

 

 

279. Zoning. Do not mix residential areas with activity areas. Don't make noise and traffic 
intrusive to residentials. When we do this wrong, it's permanent damage. 

280. I will have to leave Hampton if the stadium moves in.  

281. Important to consider the needs of residents who live year round at UBC and plan to 
remain living at ubc 

282. Ability to keep up with demand. i.e. Being able to improve/build while still providing 
current levels of service or more to keep up with the university's growth. 

283. n/a  

284. BUILD A GYM WE CAN BE PROUD OF. 

285. Facilitating the health of students absolutely trumps the historic value of any recreational 
assets in the University portfolio, and revenue has been under-allocated to this cause 
throughout my 5 years here. 

286. Respect for those existing UBC residential neighbours with respect to proposed changes 
that will effect their quality of life and property value.  

 

The potential for increase traffic noise and volume, both vehicular and pedestrian at a 
stadium venue will detract from our existing harmony and degrade our property values. 

287. Within the first principle (academic mission) there is no mention of how the strategy will 
influence UBC students academic opportunities i.e. growing student body need experience 
in health, fitness and elite sport. How will this strategy provide more placement/ in the 
field opportunities for the students? 

288. The noise that will be created if the stadium is moved to Rashpal Dillon Track and Field 
area. We just purchased an apartment at St. James House in November 2015 and the news 
about Thunderbird Stadium being potentially moved directly across the street from us is 
very concerning. This would have a significant effect on lowering our existing property 
values and the quality of life we enjoy at UBC. My wife is currently attending law school at 
UBC and that is the reason we moved on campus. Our two year old daughter attends UBC 
Child Services Day Care and we enjoy living out at UBC. Our home is our RRSP - if the 
stadium moves directly across the street this will have a very real effect on our family. Not 
only with construction noise during the building process but living next to a major sports 
arena that hosts concerts as well is not desirable location to call home. Had we known this 
was in the works we never would have purchased in this location. If this decision carries 
forward I will be raising awareness and voicing our concerns with every local and national 
media company that will listen in additional to immediately launching a class action 
lawsuit against UBC. 

I urge you to please reconsider using this as a location and think of the negative effect this 
will have on residents located in Hampton Place. 

289. I do think that its important that the wellbeing aspect of objective two is highlighted in 
terms of emotional and mental health, stress reduction and oppotunities for connection 
and engagement. Maybe something about embracing the outdoors and connection with 
land/nature should be part of that 



 

 

 

 

290. Mental Health support via exercise.  The improvment of students academic performance 
related to exercise.  The safety and inclusivity of the spaces created for all genders, sexual 
orientations and levels of ability.  

291. Preservation of UBC environment as a wonderful wild playground to hike, bike, garden as a 
great option to organized sports. Preserve the calm surroundings that as promoted UBC as 
natural, gorgeous campus rather than built-it up with lawn surfaces. Our walk from the 
Hawthorn to Westbrook neighbourhood is less and less attractive with all the immensity of 
the boring sport fields. As for UBC Promoting the health and wellbeing of students, faculty, 
staff and residents of course it's important but certainly not in my view by adding sports 
fields or big venues! Better bike paths and bike route options, walking trails please. 

292. Think about non-varsity athletes. Dedicate space and time on the fields for leisurely 
recreational groups. 

293. establishing a sense of community and cooperation/team work 

294. Respect the peace and quiet of residential neighborhoods 

295. Universal access and participation.  All students are required to pay for athletics and rec, 
but the perception is that these facilities and teams are only used by an elite few.  There's a 
terrible irony here: I'm not required to pay for courses I don't take, but I am required to 
pay for sports teams I'm not on -- and often not even eligible to be on!  If I want to use the 
campus gym, that's an *additional* fee -- and it's so overcrowded, homophobic and 
transphobic that I dread going there.  If athletics are going to be funded by a universal 
student fee, it should be oriented to all students, and not elite athletes. 

296. It is very important to not only look at the needs and wellbeing of students, staff and 
faculty, as well as the potential financial gains to the UBC, but also the sustainability 
aspects of the UBC community (including the UNA neighbourhoods), as a whole, and take a 
longer term view (50 years down the road and not merely 10 - 20 years down the road).  
By sustainability, I meant not only the impacts on the environments but also the physical. 
psychological, and spiritual (the holistic) well being of the UBC members and 
neighbourhood residents, as well as the greater scale community well beings.  Do we really 
want to concentrate all facilities so that more space can be made available for more 
housing developments etc. to bring in further revenues for UBC?  Let us consider the long 
term consequences of this and its costs in term of the environment and the community 
well being as well.   

297. Preservation of the value of the developed communities 

298. Help to better the UBC culture and school spirit by creating an environment where 
students are proud to attend this school and be thunderbird by supporting varsity teams.  

299. Maintain / enhance UBC iconic buildings as heritage Buildings. in another decade UBC may 
be unrecognizable. 

300. Make facility use cheap and affordable for all students so everyone can partake and use 
these areas and fitness classes. 

301. Make it more suitable and comfortable for everyone in the campus, including disabilities. 

302. The owners residences.  With this plan you are proposing, our homes will be devalued 
astronomically! 



 

 

 

 

303. Connection to nature, fresh air, small footprint 

304. New Construction and decisions about such should not adversely affect current residential 
dwellings at UBC.  These people have invested in homes on a long term basis; in our case 
over 20 years at St James House in Hampton Place.  A large noisy sports facility blocking 
views and radically changing the neighbourhood, is not something that is desirable.  It 
should be located at the present stadium site and not on top of a quiet residesial 
neighbourhood. 

305. Previous land use decisions should be considered. If every campus planning decision 
incorporates exploring land use and housing revenue, we get a series of decisions over the 
last two decades like the ones we have: revenue from housing trumps all.  

 

306. Ensure parking and transportation are planned well. 

307. Quality of life for existing residential communities. This would include noise, parking, 
impact on sight lines, lighting, and increased pedestrian and vehicular traffic. 

308. I'm not sure why these guiding principles are up for review or comment. They are very 
general and do not specifically address the germane issues of how this process of large 
scale construction affects residents who have been here and will be here long after the 
current student population moves on. I appreciate that they are ideological in nature and 
are being used to legitimate actions but what is the point of these? In reality these are all 
competing interests and goals, so I am would say that these are too vague to really get at 
the issues. For example, it is important to "retain, where viable, the cultural, historic and 
community value of existing facilities like War Memorial Gym and Thunderbird Stadium" 
but what does that in fact equate to for a survey like and what are the implications? 

309. Ensure that the well being and quality of life of residents in existing housing complexes is 
not compromised when planning any future expansion of academic/ sport facilities in 
future. Noise and traffic is the biggest concerns for residents in UBC housing developments 

310. Amending business case principle so that quality of life for existing neighbourhoods is not 
negatively impacted because increased revenue is desired for new neighbourhood 
development.  

311. The bird coop is INCREDIBLY small for a growing student population. You have to waste so 
much time just waiting to use a machine in a very tiny and cramped space. It reflects 
poorly on UBC's commitment to student health the fact that students barely have access to 
these facilities due to over use. It literally does not matter at what time of day you go it will 
always be overwhelmingly packed. 

312. The effects of some of these suggested changes on the residents in the area should be an 
important consideration. 

313. Quality of life for residents in Hawthorne + Hampton  

 

Access for community to watch basketball, hockey, football and volleyball  



 

 

 

 

314. The location of a 5000 seat stadium close to a neighborhood will produce profound 
negative impacts for any adjacent residential neighborhood. The current location is the 
least problematic. 

315. Maintaining greenery and open space  

316. Opportunities need to be more user-friendly, transparent and affordable for everyone. 

317. How about the student's best interests? This seems very centric around UBC as a school 
but not as a community.  

318. Probably create community within UBC centered on health and well-being built on 
inspiration and care for each other. 

319. Safe spaces are always nice. Gender neutral and family change rooms are important too. 
Please don't put a football stadium right next to the Nest.  

320. I think I might consider joining a class or using the facilities if they were less intimidating 
and less crowded. Thanks for seeking our feedback. 

321. Noise levels and traffic congestion to existing neighbourhoods which is already a problem 
at Hampton Place. It is already difficult to make a left turn onto Westbrook Mall during 
peak hours. Noise levels are already loud. "Merge" is ignored or not understood. Traffic 
jams during concerts are already a problem. 

322. Yes, do not adversely affect the existing campus neighbourhoods which have been a major 
source of revenue for the University in past years. Altering land use (eg building a stadium 
adjacent to established residences with the resulting noise, traffic etc.) will not only 
detrimentally impact current owners but potentially weaken the market for future 
offerings given the attendant uncertainties.   

323. Preserve the green land, plants and forests as well as its historic landmarks at UBC. Keep 
quiet life in UBC. 

324. Prioritize affordable housing for faculty (purchase and rental), staff (purchase and rental), 
and students (rental only) over athletics in land-use plans. Enact temporary moratorium 
on all market housing developments until backlog of affordable housing demand among 
core UBC constituents--especially long-term residents (faculty and staff) has been met. 
Fulfill and expand UBC's commitments under the Housing Action Plan before embarking 
on any athletics infrastructure renewal projects. 

325. thinking long-term is the way to go.  this is a large undertaking.  this review, consultation 
and the project options are long overdue. it will take leadership, however let us do this 
right and consider what kind of resources we will want students in 2035 to have access 
to... 

326. Respect the needs and quality of life of the entire community, including UNA 

Honour investments made to date by donors and communitty 

 

327. Give more money/discounts to sport clubs, we already pay overpriced tuition and they 
have to pay too much just to participate in a sport club for fun and exercise  

328. You should not create nuisances for residents of the university neighbourhood. 



 

 

 

 

329. Marketing UBC to new students, staff, and faculty.  

 

Hosting community outreach at UBC. 

330. Costs 

Discussing students who are primarily interested in athletics from coming to UBC (to 
reduce sexual assaults and other crime; improve academic standards)  

331. Development of student athletic culture 

332. Development of student athletic culture  

333. Minimizing disruption to neighbourhood residents  

334. Consider that the students should be put first.  UBC trails FAR behind most major 
universities in terms of their student facilities, while major improvements are being made 
around the campus to random shit no one cares about 

335. Accessibility (financial,physical,intercultural, gender, cultural, age) 

336. I think that the University, users including varsity teams, and students should provide the 
funds for these facilities. Relaince on housing revenue offloads costs onto non-useres, 
creating issues of incentives for Athletics and the University generally.  Elite universities 
do not utilize on-campus land for non-university associated housing, as UBC is promoting.  
If anything, these universities will invest in off Campus land and buildings to help house 
the University community, and perhaps provide some additional income. If Atheletics is 
overly reliant on housing revienue, it will make choices that are not in the best interest of 
the coimmunity it serves, the students, faculty and staff of the University.  

337. The principle of not compromising the current levels of privacy in the residential 
neighbourhoods. Increased lighting, noise, and traffic disturbance will not be tolerated by 
the owners of residential properties. 

338. Impact on the quality of life and social fabric of home owners in the developments UBC has 
already approved and developed. The recent developments have been substantial in some 
cases negative 

339. Ensure that the development of university recreational facilities does not have a negative 
impact on the quality of life of UNA residents. 

340. Since the development of residential housing has become (wisely or not, I cannot say) a 
core objective of UBC, the needs of the residential community must be given much greater 
consideration than has been in evidence to date.  

341. As UBC has determined that residential housing is important to its current and future 
plans, the needs of the residential communities and the impact of the plans must be better 
explored and taken into considerations. Would you want a large stadium moved next to 
your block?!  

342. Womens only gym.  

343. no 

344. quality of life for the people who live on campus 



 

 

 

 

345. These are some very good guiding principles, but my fear is we might be spreading 
ourselves too thin... If I had a budget of 100million, I would focus on 1-2 things for $50m 
each rather than 20 things at 5million each. Pick the best one and do it well. 

346. It would be great to see that your considerations take into account the use of Osborne Gym 
and surrounding facilities for Teacher Education.  I would also love to see more green 
space options for general health and well-being (walks, yoga, outdoor meeting spaces) and 
not just sports and indoor sport venues 

347. Accessibility for campus inhabitants. Primarily those that live and work on campus and use 
the roads, parking and thoroughfares that will likely be changed significantly by the 
construction and future homes of these facilities.  

348. You must consider the impact on surrounding neighbourhoods. Do not depress the value of 
properties such as Hampton Place 

349. Academic Excellence, peaceful enjoyment of quiet campus life for neighbourhood 
residents, maintain the beautiful campus and the historic significance at UBC 

350. As a UBC neighbourhood resident for the last 8 years I have been constantly perplexed by 
how the university is expending public money on construction. There seems to be no long 
term vision on how the university should look like or where its priorities in spending 
should be, especially in these economically challenging times. The construction of the new 
baseball centre is not yet complete and the university seems to be coming up with another 
plan to "destroy and re-build" in the same location. I am particularly opposed to the option 
3 in the proposed game plan. In my view, it is an utter waste of university funds which can 
be put to better use in upgrading the existing facilities without having to relocate them. 

351. Maintain peace and quite of the area since this attracted us here. 

352. Noise in the Hamptons neighbourhood 

353. To reiterate: to Embrace UBC's History   TO RETAIN Historic and community value of 
EXISTING facilities like War Memorial Gym and THUNDERBIRD STADIUM 

354. Your plan has a significant impact on residential neighbourhoods ie Hampton Place. We 
already deal with noise, traffic and garbage from the Frat Houses. The sports participants 
and spectators park in Hampton Place. The powerful PA systems pollute our quiet homes. 
In a highrise building like the Chatham the noise is amphified. I chose to live in Hampton 
Place in 1993 because it was a lovely quiet neighbourhood.   

355. Dance classes and yoga classes are fun 

356. UBC is first and foremost an institution of higher learning and has a duty of care to its 
students first and staff send, including health and well being in the broadest sense.  While 
residents are an important stakeholder group, students are the most important residential 
stakeholder group. Non staff and student housing is an outcome of a UBC revenue 
generator.  It is my firm belief that while residents should have a say, they come last in line 
and that academic and student life comes first.  This is the framework in which UBC 
provides recreational and community facilities to stakeholders. 

357. While the historical value of UBC buildings is important, I feel it is also important to 
consider the historical importance of the land according to the Musqueam people. 

358. no. 



 

 

 

 

359. avoid any noise,we need safety and quiet 

360. Expansion and renewal for students and residents, but respecting safety and density 
around areas with residents.  

361. Should definitely consider environmental / ecological impact. UBC has been cutting far too 
much forest--it is embarrassing really and gives UBC a very bad name among anyone who 
cares about urban parkland. The way UBC has developed south campus right up to the 
edge of Pacific Spirit Park is shameful. It should be made a priority to keep the little patch 
of forest to the east of Thunderbird Stadium and Mitchell Field. 

362. Proper baseball stadium to allow and encourage support and growth of UBC baseball. 
Interest in baseball has always been high on the west coast and quite a few players 
(&alumni ie Jeff Francis) have made it to higher levels as well as the majors. With the 
interest in baseball increasing due to the popularity of the Blue Jays, we need to encourage 
and support the needs of the baseball community by offering the best opportunities for 
growth.  

363. Ensure that development of UBC rec facilities dies not have a negative impact on the life of 
neighbourhood residents.    

364. I am dismayed at the building-tearing down, often at the same place over the past 8 years. 
Some of the activities are borderline fraud, which a proper media investigation (much like 
vancouver real estate) will bring UBC to disrepute (as happened with our recent 
president's departure). The temerity of a cabal of realtors to drive the agenda of a publicly 
funded university will cost dearly to the students, faculty, residents and the fundamental 
principles on which university is founded. Before a social media campaign demanding the 
full audit of the ubc properties trust and its activities over the past decade gains 
momentum, it would be wise for the powers that be to realize the limits of public's 
patience with the corporate game plans that are being played unchecked and unquestioned 
on ubc lands. Public's memory is not short, neither is its patience. 

365. Minimize any negative impact on the substantial investment and quality of life that the 
people who now reside in the university neighbourhoods community. 

366. Retaining the neighbourhood feeling for residents who live on campus. 

Managing vehicular traffic. Encouraging other modes of transportation besides cars. 

Making a safe walking environment. 

367. Yes ensure the residents who have bought homes at UBC are respected re privacy, 
sounds,parking interference with their enjoy,ent of living on campus  

368. To improve and maintain the quality of life of the thousands of residents who live adjacent 
to the U.B.C. campus 

369. Quality of life and consideration for all residents. 

370. You might consider how these 6 principles might be put into some sort of order.  Is this 
being done through this process of seeking input from community/UBC members (through 
such instruments as the survey on this page), or is this page only being used to gauge how 
any particular respondent views the six (somewhat disparate) principles?  Does the Board 
of Governors have in mind their own ways of ordering these principles? 



 

 

 

 

371. Guiding principles are flawed. Does not include explicit reference to quality of life for 
permanent residents in decision tree. As I read these principles they focus on potential 
revenue (eg developer interest) over long term community development.  

372. The University cannot grow forever, either in number of students or size of physical plant 
(Point Grey). Right now it seems that UBC is growing just for the sake of growing.  

Consideration should be given to the limits of growth and how any new facility (academic 
or otherwise) fits a constrained growth scenario. 

373. 1.Assure the living quality of neighborhood,eq.noise 

2.enhance "safety is 1st priority. 

374. Ensure that the development of university recreational facilities does not have a negative 
impact on the quality of life of UNA residents 

375. For a campus of our size, we are way behind in the amount of space on campus dedicated 
towards athletics and recreation. Having toured across Canada with a varsity team and 
explored the many recreation facilities at large universities, and UBC is far out-dated. 
There is a need for large recreational spaces in one central location that provides a space 
for athletic students to thrive and call a home on campus. We need a place where students 
who engage with sporting activities can go and enjoy their off-time. 

376. To preserve the natural park setting of the campus 

377. Strive to avoid negative impacts for existing owners and residents of University 
neighbourhoods.  These people have chosen to purchase here based on the existence of 
large green spaces and quiet uncrowded residential areas.  Relocating or building 
additional facilities that make the area noisier and more crowded and busy are a betrayal 
of the values and principles that led those people to chose to locate in and participate 
within the UBC community. 

378. BEST 1 ; WORST 3 AND 4 

 

The list of principles neglects interests of residential communities - UNA neighbourhoods 
should not be forgotten in the UBC planningp process! 

 

 

379. no negative impact on university neighbourhoods 

 

maintenance of greenspace near university neighbourhoods 

 

location of new facilities should not result in increased noise, parking or crowding in 
university neighbourhoods  

380. Ensure that the development of facilities does not have a negative impact on the quality of 
life of UNA residents. 



 

 

 

 

381. Consider the aesthetics that you have completely ignored.  Over development of land by 
too high density of population, building condos with very little green space and very 
narrow roads.  Where is Cornelia Oberlander when we need her??? 

382. Preserving nature of the neighbourhood. 

383. Ensuring cleanliness and safe environment for everyone. Finding ways to get more people 
active.  

384. I'd l ike to ensure that money spent on varsity sports facilities and developments is not 
taken away from the possibility of general student facilities. Currently, the general 
university population is DRAMATICALLY under-served in fitness facilities for the size of 
university. As a former varsity athlete, I'm happy to support our student-athletes, but don't 
believe it should be at the expense of the general student population. 

385. Provide facilities for what students want to do, minimize financial pressure on students 

386. Maintain a pleasing environment for residents who do contribute (UBC Levy every July); 
keep the residential area slightly apart form traffic issues. 

 

387. Please also consider the quality of life of residents of the UBC Neighbourhoods.     As an 
aside, many of us went 

to UBC as students many years ago.       We are important too as we live on your land and 
the money we paid for our homes 

has provided much needed revenue to UBC. . 

388. Promote an environment that fosters students inner peace, which keeps in mind that UBC 
is a university and not a profit maximizing entity. Think for the students, make it accesible 
(i.e. cheap) so that all students can and feel welcome to participate. Stop exploiting 
students' money instead of trying to make everything as accessible as possible. 

389. list of principles neglects interests of residential communities - UNA neighbourhood 
should not be forgotten in the UBC planningp process! 

390. Please don't build brand new amazing facilities that become out of the price range for 
many students. One of the most important things for me is cheap access to a student gym 
so I can justify paying for a membership. Don't follow UVIC's example! 

391. Impact on residents 

392. A large number residents have relocated to UBC in several defined housing areas. The 
interface between these areas and the sports developments must be considered. This is not 
a significant issue for the future of War Memorial unless you include the few estates on the 
east side of Wesbrook. However the relocation of the Stadium is another matter. If the 
interface/conflict issues are to be avoided the only site for the stadium is the Osborne site. 
It does not make sense to develop market housing next to the stadium or move the stadium 
to boundaries shared by  market housing. However, if that new housing is converted to 
staff/faculty housing either co-development or rental, there may not be an issue. Of course 
the development of the field next to the present Stadium could  be changed to academic 
development such as the Centre of Athletic Excellence! 

Residents have a stake in all  this through their Levies. 



 

 

 

 

393. More washroom facilities near Wright field! Also water bottle filling stations. 

394. Traffic/parking/ease of  

395. I think you should also consider "5"#ȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ×ÅÌÌÂÅÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÈÁÐÐÉÅÒȟ 
healthier and more sustainable communities at UBC", as stated earlier in this survey.  The 
residents of Hampton Place consider ourselves to be one of the 'sustainable communities' 
at UBC.  We also lease our homes from UBC, so are part of the on-going revenue stream for 
sustaining a competitive and sustainable university.   

396. Expand along west side of campus (Marine Drive) where there are UBC student Residential 
dorms. 

Do not expand and build on the Eastside of campus by West 16th where the Hampton 
private residences are.  

397. Ȱ%ÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÒÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÎÅÇÁÔÉÖÅ 
ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÏÆ 5.! ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȱ 

398. Affordability for students -- reduce fees charged for athletics 

399. Focusing on student well-being! 

400. Not that I can think of right now.  

401. Yes - community involvement.  At present, the athletic facilities are not welcoming to the 
greater off-campus community, whether as participants or spectators, thereby missing a 
real opportunity to foster support for the university.  Some of this will be addressed by the 
facilities now under construction, but the real missing piece is parking.  There is nowhere 
near enough for those using the fields, let alone spectators coming from off-campus.  What 
parking there is (Thunderbird parkade; stadium road lot) is too far from the fields and 
future developments such as a baseball stadium and the NSDC.  UBC has taken out parking 
and increased users with excellent facilities, compounding the problem. you continue to 
ignore this problem, you will lose support.  No US campus would do so. 

402. Respect for the rights of people who have invested and decided to come to live in the UNA 
Neighborhood and who certainly did not expect such a pejorative downturn in their living 
environment.  

403. Equally important and a additional principle are the existing neighborhoods and the 
quality of life for the residents. 

404. Traffic, noise, congestion and quality of life for those who bought homes here based on the 
long term plan developed a few years ago. 

Having the Spectator Hub too concentrated is poor planning when there could well be 
more than one event happening at a time. 

405. Not detrimentally affect the quality of life for residents of the UBC neighbourhoods. 
Residents have invested a lot of money (to UBC's benefit) to purchase their housing. They 
did so based on the present location of Thunderbird Stadium and with no notice of any 
plans to move it.  

406. -- environmental responsibility:  increase serious focus on stewardship, intensified 
awareness of benefits, not just lip service 



 

 

 

 

--APPLY the knowledge held by faculty to improve campus rather than fly them to 
conferences to give papers on such subjects 

--leadership role in sustainability and minimal impact rather than, as currently, tokenism 
and/or opportunism   

--protection of Pacific Spirit Park!  used intensively by University community, a major 
amenity, but decisions are taken on adjacent University land that endanger Park's trees 
and wildlife.  desist from clearcutting to forest edge, for starters.  minimise access points 
from housing, supply recycling facilities and educationsl signage 

--wisdom,to let the golden goose live and breathe in adequate space.  far too much and too 
close-set building 

--"seventh generation" principles 

407. Yes, and it seems odd that they are not included. 

UBC has responsibilities as a public institution that do not seem reflected in the priorities 
given above. 

Also the priorities reflect no awareness of the critical importance of environmental 
leadership in EVERY aspect of university decision-making. 

408. I think UBC should stop and think about what kind of model it presents to students and the 
public when it focuses on its own image and finances in development decisions, without 
real regard to residents, community and Canadian society and values. Residents are fed up 
being treated as cash cows. 

409. Keep faith with residents who have accepted UBC's invitation to invest their earnings in 
living on campus, not incidentally contributing to the University's Endowment that is, inter 
alia, making the improvement of its recreational and athletic facilities possible 

410. It is of very high importance to me that the development of the universitiy's recreational 
needs and facilities DO NOT HAVE A NEGATIVE IMPACT on the quality of life for UNA 
residents. 

15. What other comments do you have regarding the Recreation Hub options? 

# Response 

1. We need more places to play basketball! 

2. Util izing the now vacant Student Union Building space seems the closest to the Student 
Recreation Centre, a main athletics & recreation facility. A large scale renovation 
combined with taking up SUB space seems least efficient, since, there may be needs in the 
SUB to expand more student use and seating space (very few in the NEST). 

3. UBC needs to offer students the chance to workout at UBC facilities, free of charge, like 
every other University in Canada.  

4. The recreation hub MUST contain a LARGE fitness facility with an indoor track, studio 
rooms for fitness classes, spin class room, large change rooms with nice shower facilities, 
large weight training space and about 100x more cardio equipment and free weights than 
the coop currently has  



 

 

 

 

5. In whichever option there must be increased recreational and fitness space to address the 
extreme lack currently at UBC.  

6. I support Option 2 but only if the facility can be appropriate modernized to meet the long 
term needs of users and if the business case is stronger than Option 3.  If new will provide 
a superior long term outcome and a business case can be created to allow this to occur 
then I'm more supportive of Option 3. 

7. Anything change is better than the current recreation center offered at UBC. 

8. Preserve green space. Limit land development. Conserve UBC internal funds for 
scholarship, investment in academic infrastructure. 

9. The "Recreational fitness space" current situation is abysmal. This needs to be the 
number one priority for UBC Recreation and the 52,000 UBC Vancouver students. 
Exercise has been proven again and again to be vital to a students success. It is 
embarassing that the Bird Coup with a capacity of ~50-100 people is the only real option 
on campus for daily fitness routines. Many students, including myself, do not bother to 
attempt to use the Bird Coup facilities as it is not possible to complete a workout in less 
than an hour, as most of the time is spent waiting to use equipment. As a UBC student, the 
"Recreational fitness space" is the most disappointing part of my educational experience, 
and from my first hand experience UBC pales in comparison to other universities such as 
the University of Victoria, Camosun College, and Ryerson University. 

10. UBC needs to include squash courts in their future planning. Many staff, students and 
alumni use the squash court at Cecil Green House. The building is crumbling and the 
university desperately needs new space for squash players. This sport is fun to play, as 
well as fun to watch. Glass walled courts would offer study space for students, as well as 
the chance to see a new sport in action. Please consider adding simple squash courts. 
They are relatively cheap to maintain. 

11. We need a public fitness and recreation facility that is many times larger than the current 
UBC BirdCoop. I've been to a couple other universities in BC and UBC's student gym is, 
frankly, pathetically small and inadequate. Universities half our size have gyms many 
times larger. The BirdCoop is so crowded during normal hours that it's a waste of time to 
go. I struggle to find somewhere off-campus that is convenient and affordable to workout. 
My health has declined since I became a UBC student and I consider the lack of access to 
recreational facilities to be a contributing factor. The minimal amount of gym equipment 
and space that is available for all students (i.e. the BirdCoop) makes me believe that UBC 
does not consider the health and well-being of students to be a priority. 

 

Future plans should focus on facilities that are available to all students, not just varsity 
athletes. While I support us having competitive varsity athletes, I think the health and 
well-being of the general student population should come first and I am 100% opposed to 
any sort of tiered system that gives varsity athletes access to fitness facilities that aren't 
available to all students. 

12. The Bird Coop needs expanding also, it is way to small for a university of this size 

13. While I support a full rebuild of the War Memorial Gym, I do also like having facilities 
scattered among different buildings. For instance, I know that some residences have their 



 

 

 

 

own gyms, and I use the one in the basement of the aquatic centre frequently. I think this 
provides a less intimidating experience than one large facility. 

14. I think rebuilding the Recreation Hub from the War Memorial Gym would provide 
flexibility to shape the building however it needs to be to accommodate the needs of 
multiple programs FOR A LONGER period of time. As well, spreading out the recreation 
hub over many buildings may create programming and staffing challenges in the future.  

15. If the Recreation is primarily / exclusively aimed at on-campus users vehicle access can 
be minimized. 

 

If the hub is aimed at both on and off campus users, we need to take into consideration 
how people get there.  

 

Personally, I suggest that the we should use these facilities as broadly as possible and 
encourage non-campus users (like residents and students) because (1) that opens up a 
revenue stream (2) encourages people to come to UBC to use the great facilities and (3) 
enables students (in program like Kinesiology) to practise academic theory in the real 
world   

16. I think the campus needs to have recreation options in several places not in one central 
location.  I would like to see recreation spaces created close to many of the transportation 
hubs (parkades).  These could be utilized by varsity teams, intramural teams, students, 
faculty and staff.   Having the facilities located all over campus instead of in one location 
will make it more available to everyone.   There could be something like a parkade pass 
for the gym.  Each facility could have a two tiered membership: basic and plus.  Plus could 
include a higher level of service (towel service, nicer changing facilities).   We already 
have the Bird Coop, Aquatic Centre, and War Memorial Gym located in one central 
location.  I suggest you do the basic reno for War Memorial and then use the other 
funding to support new  facilities around the campus.  You may not need to build new 
buildings but instead use unused space in existing buildings.  Having a weight room and 
an aerobics studio along with changing facilities in some other areas of campus will 
support a healthier student, staff and faculty population.  You could develop hubs near 
each area of campus:  near APSC, near Science, near Arts.    

17. Very simply put, there needs to be more space for students, staff and faculty to work out 
in the gym/exercise. Comparable universities' gym/rec centre sizes are more than double 
what we currently have.  

18. Please  

19. PLEASE expand the bird coop. This is a campus of 53,000 students who are all interested 
(to an extent) in keeping healthy, and the bird coop is constinly filled to capacity because 
of this. Compared to UofT and Mcgill, UBC is seriously lacking in this aspect. 

20. I don't really understand the need for the War Memorial Gym and additional facilities. We 
have the SRC in the same area already. Is an expanded War Memorial Gym going to 
replace the Osborne gyms. Who are the primary users of the War Memorial Gym? Are 
these Human Kinesiology students? Intramurals? Varsity? It would help to see a 



 

 

 

 

breakdown of current users, and a clear explanation of the identified gap that needs to be 
met. I'm also unclear about the basement of the SUB component of the plan.   

21. do not neglect the needs of staff/faculty and students in the school of kinesiology, which 
share a space in the war memorial facility 

22. Requiring either academic office staff or recreational users to spend significant amounts 
of time in dark and musty basements will not promote anyone's health and wellbeing.  
We are located on a spectacular natural setting -- our facilities should reflect and leverage 
that setting rather than block it out.  I would very much like to be more active and to 
recreate on campus but I don't currently use the built recreation facilities because I have 
found them to be, in general, overcrowded, dingy, dirty, and - frankly - smelly.  This being 
said, bright, shiny new facilities (like Vancouver's Hillcrest recretion centre, for example) 
will attract more users and ultimately be no better for the community if they are under-
built when they open.   

23. Information of alternative space usage plans for old SUB and Gateway north should have 
been included. Hard to evaluate which case is best without knowing what I could 
potentially be sacrificing. Option 3 currently looks the most attractive since it requires the 
smallest footprint but if the alternative plans for the old SUB and gateway north (e.g. 
retail) do not benefit UBC's core values then Option 2 may be best due to likely cost 
savings.  

24. A full renovation would allow for more complete adjustment of how the space is used and 
perceived by the UBC community. 

25. How does the bird coop fit into the WMG reno or rebuild?  The gym at the Bird Coop is 
overcrowded, there is very little locker space, the showers and hair dryers are run down 
and often not working.  Will it also get an upgrade?  

26. How would the service disruptions caused by a full rebuild be accommodated in other 
existing locations? 

27. Does not include solid plans for expansion of varsity and sport club facilities that would 
foster an engaged winning mentality at UBC. 

28. I  understand and appreciate the history of War Memorial Gym but I have been working 
and teaching in that space for the past 3 years and I'm quite certain the building is beyond 
a basic renovation. It needs a lot of work to be brought up to the building standards of 
new builds on campus. Check out the sessional instructor office in the sub-basement to 
see what I mean. 

 

The building is not wheelchair accessible and there needs to be gender neutral 
washrooms and change rooms.  

29. I'm a little unclear if building the hub increases fitness availability for the average student 
(not just the games played in war memorial). I would favor whatever option did that over 
whatever option just updated war memorial itself (unless you're planning to increase the 
availability of war memorial to students). 



 

 

 

 

30. The new recreation hub needs to be able to accommodate the exercise needs of the whole 
UBC population. Currently, the bird coop is lacking in providing a fitness centre that 
promotes healthy living, as it is not large enough to accommodate the size of UBC.   

31. Though I don't think this is a viable solution given the direction the campus layout has 
already taken, I think that segregating the outdoor recreation facilities (eg. track, soccer 
fields, baseball diamond etc) far from the indoor recreation facilities is a mistake and 
interrupts the flow for persons wishing to do multiple stages or activities in a workout 
regimen. Having some kind of accessible (ie. not restricted to varsity athletes) facility 
near these practice fields would be an improvement.  

32. None 

33. UBC needs a fitness space larger than the Bird Coop to accommodate the student 
population. It is ridiculous that a university the size of UBC has a fitness centre as small as 
the Bird Coop. 

34. I think that by its very nature, the "core" academic mission is anti-holistic.  Excellence in 
research and student learning are one thing, and that thing is the core academic mission.  
By contrast, the holistic approach is that a) athletics can "co-determine" academic 
excellence by enabling superior mind-body integration and performance, b) learning is 
integrated into the personal experiences of faculty, staff, and the community, and that 
every moment can be a learning experience, and c) diverse perspectives, changes of 
context, and a sense of play are key to the universal experience which makes everyone 
great.  I recommend the guiding principle be that athletics be aligned with the 
organizational purpose and strategy, and that the strategy itself can dictate the relative 
importance of the core academic mission.  We should not be singling-out the core 
academic mission as a key obligation for alignment of our facilities or our programming. 

35. We are a world class school who has world class athletes. Let the quality of fitness centres 
accessible to the general student population reflect that.  

36. I think the heritage aspect of War Memorial gym is critical. We have such little history on 
campus. I see the benefits of the full reno option, in particular putting retail close to the 
new bus loop - personally, I don't like it, but I see the business case and think students 
would benefit from it. 

37. There is an extreme lack of fitness space on campus, especially now that the aquatic 
centre gym will also be lost. Intramural and dropin sports are also way overfull. More 
space is needed and of new, high-quality space is obviously preferred. 

38. The 2nd and 3rd options seem very expensive and like they would drive up the costs 
associated with the use of those facilities. Higher costs will reduce students use of the 
facilities and make them less accessible to students with low budgets, leading to lessened 
health and wellness for those students.  

39. Please make student recreation (ie. the Bird Nest) passes free. All UBC recreation facilities 
should be accessible using one pass, like Vancouver or Burnaby. This membership should 
be mandatory for students. Universal access for students is the best way to ensure the 
health and utility of the service. 

40. What about the current SRC? 



 

 

 

 

41. I'm concerned with a full rebuild of the War Memorial Gym being too cost dependent, and 
that it could add considerably to tuition and housing prices. However, I do feel that the 
building needs to be renovated to fully take advantage of the space within the building 
currently.  

42. I'm a bit torn on how to respond because while it's much more sustainable to renovate 
the existing building, it seems a bit silly to have its services distributed throughout 
campus rather than all in one place. The cost of a new building versus a renovation isn't 
that different, which is surprising and makes me think a new building might be the way to 
go. It is a shame, however, to tear perfectly good buildings down, so I think the decision 
rests on just how degraded and run down War Memorial gym is. Also, tearing it down 
means reduced sports facilities for 2+ years. 

43. There definitely deeds to be a significant improvement to the amount of space allocated 
to recreation facilities at UBC. If UBC wants to be a leader in health and sustainability, this 
is a MUST. Students, staff and other community residents need space to exercise, workout 
and take in other activities.  

 

44. Many students I know (along with myself) use the Bird Coop frequently, but there is such 
limited space that a workout takes excessively longer that it should, for example 1.5 hours 
instead of 45 minutes. I feel that recently more time and money has gone into varsity 
facilities (baseball, rugby, soccer fields) than facilities such as the SRC or War Memorial 
Gym that benefit a significantly larger percentage of UBC's student body. As a result, I 
support the Recreation Hub options more than the Spectator Hub options. 

45. Where is the environmental impact assessment of all three options?  

46. Needs to be SUBSTANTIALLY BIGGER. The reason I don;t go to the gym as often as I 
should is simply because there isn't enough space 

47. The main concern I have had since I began my studies at UBC three years ago has been 
the lack of space for fitness. I think the best option is the third one. UBC should have a 
gym that all students can have access to and not fill limited (ie not enough space to 
workout, not enough machines, not enough fitness classes for all our interests/needs) 

48. Although a full rebuild of War Memorial Gym may not preserve the history I think that the 
sentiment and ceremony around the building could be retained by retaining the name and 
the items from the memorial wall.  

49. Infrastructure spending should be focused on academic buildings 

50. I think that the recreation hub should include 2 things,  

 

1. a separate workout space for TSC athletes 

2. storage rooms for TSC Clubs, i.e. alpine ski requires storage space for equipment, skies, 
tuning equipment all which currently is housed in individual students rooms, it would be 
helpful to have a storage room that could be multipurpose as a tuning space for students 
and would make coordinating practices and travel much easier  

51. A brand new War memorial Gym would address needed space for Varsity offices for 
coaches and all support staff. This needed space will ensure that constant building of the 



 

 

 

 

varsity brand can occur. The varsity brand is paramount for the marketing and regular 
recognition of the UBC 

52. Cosmetic surgery will not cover the underlying disease that is dearth of funding and 
support to academic programs and research, both of which are central to maintaining 
UBC's international reputation. 

53. For the amount of students that attend UBC, and attend the BirdCoop and the 
corresponding classes a new, or just much larger facility is needed to acommodate the 
students. As a former varsity athlete as well, the current facilities are quite outdated and 
the varsity training centre is very small. Currently we are only allowed in with our 
scheduled team times because the space is so small and it hinders our development. 

54. You have not specified whether a complete rebuild of War Memorial would require new 
space or just replace present building.  Since the university seems to be increasingly 
committed to land use for residences and housing, the amount of land available for 
academic requirements is diminishing rapidly.  War Memorial is used primarily for 
basketball and volleyball and sits empty (except for the few offices) a large part of the 
year.  I cannot see a justification for spending a great sum for a new building to 
accommodate just two sport activities, activities which are essentially for 2 competitive 
sports rather than fitness and community well-being.  Renovation, yes, but not re-
creation. 

55. Although I love new buildings and would like a full rebuild, the historical significance of 
the War Memorial building is important enough to warrant a renovation rather than a 
rebuild. 

56. The deferred maintenance of WM Gym is excessive... Find away to honour the WM 
heritage spects of the building, but make the most of the site and build a new building. 

57. "Fostering varsity excellence" and investing in housing stock (when we have a potential 
housing crash coming) seem like huge wastes of money. 

58. The questions above are very confusing. Having nearly identical wording for questions 
asking nearly opposite things is very confusing.  

 

Any $ the university spends on rebuilding or refurbishing gyms are $ they cannot spend 
on classrooms.  

59. As a PhD student who works in War Memorial Gym, I am concerned about the 
implications with regards to lab space that would occur from being uprooted from our 
current lab.  

60. War Memorial Gym is not a gym that fits the excellence that UBC portrays. It's aging 
badly. Physiotherapy is in a dark basement, with a highly hidden, impractical entrance. 
This is not suitable for students or varsity athletes.  

61. People need to have a place to get exercise on campus but let's just accept the fact that 
UBC is NOT a destination for Varsity athletics.  Let's focus on enhancing undergrad 
experiences via MORE hands-on community engagement and research opportunities AND 
putting the infrastructure in place so that students can get their graduation requirements 
fulfilled.  Spending money on a full rebuild of War Memorial is saying, "Sorry, students. 
Instead of helping you graduate in a timely manner and learn new practical skills, we've 



 

 

 

 

opted to make the basketball court shinier because we think that will make more people 
come and watch us play."   

62. I have to wonder how much of the recreation needs on campus have been created by the 
development of housing on campus. Are the  people who buy condos on campus more 
important to cater to than students? 

63. No matter how much we love them, some buildings are not worth renovating.  Trying to 
make WMG serve the needs of Athletics is counter-productive and so is a renovation 
which keeps the other non-Athletics uses in place. 

64. War Memorial is an old and aging facility and it would be throwing good money at 
decaying infrastructure. They building is not welcoming and as a spectator it is not a great 
place to be. 

65. Many faculty members lack basic office space on campus. Any upgrades to campus 
infrastructure should begin here.  

66. I don't see how the renovation or re-build of war memorial gym significantly helps with 
the everyday healthy living for those who live and work on campus. It looks like 
something worthwhile perhaps for those already a part of varsity sports or those deeply 
in some team sports. But in terms of learning sports or healthy living / bird -coop like 
facilities or lessons, I don't see a case being made here. To me, if there can be more of that 
type of facility across campus, it makes it easier for everyone to stay fit. I feel that this is 
just as or more important than creating something for our elite athletes. 

67. UBC is a well recognized school internationally with more than 59000 students, in 
addition to staff faculty and residence on campus. Neither the current recreational and 
varsity sport facilities nor options 1 or 2 stand up to par to the standards held for a 
university at this level. With better management and financial planning the proposed 
option 3 will be a great asset to UBC's income, as financing seems to be the main barrier 
for building a new facility. Based on the geographical location of UBC, a sport facility of 
that magnitude will attracts patrons from Point Grey, Kitsilano, and Kerisdale 
neighborhoods as well as UBC students and residence. 

68. Why do we need that ?  

69. There is no real choice in this section of the survey. 

70. If you are interested in building a recreation hub that is focused on the population and 
not just Varsity athletes you need to address the obvious issue of the Birdcoop. This is the 
only weight room on campus and it falls dismally short of being anywhere adequate to the 
needs or demand of the community. Any discussion for the future of UBC recreation or 
improvements to the current infrastructure that does not address this obvious need are 
misguided and ignorant. Please ensure that no matter the decision of the UBC Gameplan 
consultation process that for the sake of all future students, staff and other community 
stakeholders there are new fitness facilities included. 

71. I have worked in War Memorial Gym and watched many varisty games there over the 
years. Although there are many wonderful memories, it is no longer a viable space to 
work or to play. I feel that it would be very important for a new building to have proper 
emphasis on the history of the building and the importance of the War memorial. The 
name should remain "War Memorial Gym" and I would like to see a proper cenotaph as 



 

 

 

 

part of the rebuild so that we can continue to honour our war veterans on November 11th 
at the new War Memorial Gym.  

72. UBC should have a student fitness centre that is free to access for students and faculty and 
call it good. There is no need for varsity sports and if students want them, they can make a 
club and run it through the AMS using municipal facilities.  

73. This is a great idea, the current system does very little to promote student health and well 
being compared to a lot of other institutions (especially our neighbor UVIC). 

74. It is much easier for students to access since it is so central and near the pool 

75. Please see my comments above. I would add that the health and safety of faculty and 
students in terms of renovations and seismic upgrading of current buildings as well as the 
developing of new, sustainable buildings and office spaces for faculty should be of the 
utmost priority of the university. A new athletic facility is something that we can look at 
once the core needs are met.  

76. Distribute fitness facilities throughout campus is a smater choice. Housing will increase 
everywhere. Southcampus is already growing very fast and has few fitness facilities. 

 

77. A rebuild is the only option that has the potential to meet the various recreation needs 
and account for future growth.  Financially - it presents the largest bang for your buck and 
given the rarity with which recreation is ever prioritized, this needs to happen. 

78. It is great to support varsity athletes by renovating their facilities, but I don't think a huge 
complete rebuild is necessary. It is a waste of time and money that could be better divided 
between multiple projects.  

79. We need more studios and gym space for students and staffs. Basic renovation plan 
doesn't cover the present and future demand for recreational facilities. That's the main 
reason for why I am against this plan. I vote for a full renovation plan because it can 
create more space for recreational facilities in the basement, and also fix the low natural 
light problem. I m also lean towards the rebuild plan, the reason is that the architecture 
style of War Memorial Gym doesn't fit into the neighbourhood. The modern-looking Nest 
building is very close. We will have a stylish aquatic centre and a very modern residence 
building on university boulevard soon. I think War Memorial Gym will look awkward in 
between those new buildings. 

80. It's a tough call...a brand new purpose-built gym would deliver the best experience, 
however the existing War Memorial Gym has an important history and meaning to the 
families of the people who contributed to building it and the wider community. Option 2 
strikes a balance between addressing current and mediums term needs and respecting 
the past. 

81. Focus on recreational and fitness spaces does not adequately support the University's 
"Core Academic Mission." When will the needs on the north end of campus be addressed, 
preferably with such a widely supported effort like this one? 

82. If we lose too many buildings to demolition, we lose our connection to history. A 
University must balance progress and historical preservation in order to be successful as 



 

 

 

 

long-standing educational institution. War Memorial is one of few buildings standing 
from another era that is yet to be demolished or labelled for demolition. 

83. As long as it doesn't increase tuition costs any further, and is built and operated in a 
sustainable manner (also after construction), I don't care what you do.. 

84. Having sustainable, modern facilities that have sufficient capacity now and in to the 
future is vital to the successful implementation of this plan. 

85. - Why are the costs for using the first floor of the gateway building so expensive? 

- Also, why can't the non-athletic uses of War Memorial be incorporated into a full rebuild 
(add a floor?), and then the first floor of the gateway building wouldn't be needed. The 
added size may be less expensive than the 15-17million spent on the first floor of a 
different building, and keeps services together. 

- There's separate recreational space operated by recreation in the Ponderosa building, 
but left off the recreation areas map. That space seems underused, given its distance from 
the proposed Hub. Still - services are spread out in areas outside the Hub, could more be 
added to/near the Ponderosa space to increase use, or could that space be transferred to 
account for the loss in non-athletic space in rebuilding War Memorial 

- Keeping the name of War Memorial is important, but a space that lacks functionality 
isn't worth renovating simply for the sake of history 

86. I am a Facility Staff employee at War Memorial gym, and I personally feel that the layout 
of the gym is so impractical that anything less than a full demolition/remodel would be a 
waste of time. The team locker rooms are small and not nice enough for varsity athletes, 
there is not storage on the gym floor so everything for events needs to be carried up or 
down stairs, there is no real concession, no real box office. The athletic department's 
offices are small and not what they should be. Storage upstairs behind the bleachers is 
very arbitrary and lots of that space is cluttered. The physio room is small and buried in a 
corner of the building. Equipment is old and takes way too long to set up (basketball 
hoops especially). The laundry room is buried in the basement, there is no real 
storage/hanging space for clothes. Not to mention there are so many nooks and crannies 
and random doors to go outside that it'd be very easy for a stranger to hide in the building 
without being found -- not great security. 

87. With regards to whether the WMG should be torn down or renovated, it's going to 
ultimately come down to a cost thing. The problem that UBC had with the new aquatic 
centre is it lacks a lot of great things about the old one: sauna, steam room, large change 
rooms, and lots of deck space. Rebuilding the WMG would be the better option, but only if 
the facility will be done properly. It's really unfortunate when things are done to look a 
certain way, but then when the people go to use them every day notice the shortcomings, 
it feels like the user got the short-stick. A larger stadium could host concernts and bring 
other revenue streams to UBC outside of athletics. 

88. I do think we're being asked to buy a pig in a poke here.  How much money are we talking 
about for each option, over how many years, paid for with how much borrowing, from 
which budget, for how many identified users, with what kind of amortization time-line, in 
comparison with which other kinds of capital or operational projects & priorities? Are we 
talking about bigger offices for a few coaches, instead of greatly expanded daycare spaces 



 

 

 

 

on campus??  Are we talking about a new gym floor for the Varsity basketball team 
instead of increasing the library budget?  Inquiring minds want to know. 

89. Recreational and varsity/competition level squash facilities are deeply lacking. By 
including squash courts into the new facility, it would provide an additional activity 
option for those who are recreationally active, but also create the potential for varsity 
level squash competitions, or external squash events that could rent out the facility with 
the well-recognized UBC affiliation.  

90. Have emphasis of elite training as well and good facilities for recreation. 

Focus on training and accessibility for the UBC population. Get rid of that crappy and I 
mean crappy facility for older folks at the Osbourne Centre on  Thunderbird. I went once 
and the only thing I came out with the high cost and lack of equipment. Can do better. I 
went over with a staff member ( age 64) he took one look and went - soul sucking. 

Some student type listlessly greeted us. Sorry Golds Gym trumps that!! 

 

91. Birdcoop gym needs to ne bigger  

92. none 

93. The Old SUB is a larger space that is already available. It seems wasteful to use funds to 
tear down the building and then start from scratch? Furthermore, WAR is currently used 
by varsity athletics; it may be a good idea to develop the Old SUB for recreation and 
wellness space, apart from athletics (they already have a varsity gym to use...). 

94. more baseball 

95. More free student space is better than renovating a facility that isnt going to be used by 
the majority of UBC students. 

96. I do not think War Memorial Gym is as much as a priority as general gym space (i.e. 
another BirdCoop) and spaces for more accessible forms of movement. Also, I do not 
think UBC has approached athletics and recreation with as much accessibility in mind as 
they could. Time and time again, UBC has not stepped up to the plate in terms of 
accessibility. Take the Nest -- if you were in a wheelchair, getting around is not easily 
facilitated. Entry is very cumbersome and not very well designed. It feels like stuff like 
wheelchair accessibility and accessibility in general are merely there to meet building 
codes. 

97. Both from an environmental point of view, and because of the increasing costs for UBC 
students and faculty, renovating old building appears to be a better solution then building 
new ones 

98. I've seen universities that have equipment i.e.: treadmills, ellipticals, etc. on the ground 
floor, and an open second level with stretching space, pilates balls, etc and light weights, 
that utilized the space better.  

99. War Memorial is an amazing facility with a rich history.  I have played in gyms all around 
the world and War Memorial is still my favourite.  The size is perfect, the floor is amazing 
to play on, and the atmosphere in the building can't be matched. 



 

 

 

 

Other than an exterior facelift, I think the gym is the best facility for Varsity basketball 
and Volleyball in the country!!  I don't think a new facility will increase attendance in any 
way.  I feel that your best chance of getting people to the games is to keep the existing 
facility with it rich character.   

100. I think there should be more actual futsal courts or more basketball courts because they 
play futsal on the basketball courts which doesn't allow people that love to play 
basketball play whenever they want, and there is quite a large number of students that 
love to play basketball so it is very sad to go to the Rec. Center and find out that all 3 
courts are booked for futsal. 

101. There should always be temporary EQUIVALENT substitute space AT THE VERY 
MINIMUM if another recreational space is shut down for any sort of construction or 
renovation. 

102. have more facilities that the general student population can use. I understand varsity 
players are important, but the health of the average student is important too. You provide 
facilities of students to students and varsity players. Students have to fight Varsity players 
for space in drop in sports. The birdcoop is way too small. Make it bigger.   

103. UBC needs to focus on sports they can excel at that don't need $100 million facilities.  

104. I hope this doesnt increase tutitions 

105. Again, a center for campus to come together.  

106. Having nicer recreation facilities brings UBC into the 21st century and makes us look like 
a better university in general 

107. Keeping in mind that the largest ever attendance at war memorial gym is 6000 people, 
and how UBC is in dire need of additional student recreation space. You can use this 
opportunity to support Varsity Athletics like most American schools do to foster a greater 
community around total excellence. This is being started already by students (Birdcage is 
a great example) but we need to do more. 

108. Make the bird-coop bigger 

109. A dedicated space for smaller sports clubs, such as Thunderbirds Sports Clubs (TSC) or 
other non-varsity sports who use UBC facilities would be a great boon for these activities, 
since they are currently in high competition with other clubs (non-sports) for meeting 
and practice space. By giving them a dedicated space, it would reduce the stress on all 
clubs since sports would have a dedicated centre, it would reduce competition for rooms 
in the Nest or elsewhere for practice/meetings, and would give sports clubs a sufficient 
practice space to use and share. 

110. Descriptions of the basic and full renovations are a bit ambiguous. 

111. The War Memorial Gym provides a prime historical context for architecture and gyms of 
the period. I am sure there could be creative ideas that protect the core of the building, 
while providing modern facilities and activity spaces.  

112. Proposal 3 makes the most sense because it maximizes upon the existing space and 
doesnt take up any additional room 



 

 

 

 

113. War Memorial Gym absolutely needs to remain the home of our UBC Thunderbirds Men's 
and Women's Basketball and Volleyball teams. It is unacceptable to push them off to the 
corners of campus like something forgettable. 

114. More gym/workout space!!!!!!! 

115. UBC needs a large enough student gym, it doesn't matter what building it sits in. 

116. It is essential in todays competitive environment to have modern up to date facilities 
centrally located that bring students, staff, community and varsity athletics together to 
promote school spirit, health and wellness.  This will obviously benefit the entire 
university including the academic realm.  With all universities competing for well 
qualified students and student athletes it is imperative that facilities including athletic 
facilities be top notch in order to be able to attract the brightest and the best.  Many of the 
recreation/athletic facilities at UBC are in definite need of rebuilding.  Recently many 
other institutions have rebuilt their recreation/athletic facilities  and in  some respects 
UBC has trailed in this regard. 

117. I feel like a full rehaul and rebuild would be too time consuming for then needs that are 
presented. Perhaps this is an option for the future when the building is outdated beyond 
saving by means of renovations. 

118. An improved athletics facility for students, staff and public should be the priority for this 
cause. The current student recreation centre has past its expiration date for at least 10 
years now, there is not enough space. It is comical to think that the Birdcoop can suffice 
the use of 50,000 UBC students when it has the capacity of approximately 100 people. A 
renovation to War Memorial can be ongoing, but the true nature of this matter is to 
improve recreational and fitness facilities for the students. The varsity teams have 
already received a major upgrade to their training centre in the recently built 
Thunderbird Arena, now it is time to shift the focus to students and staff. 

119. Separate building just for a gym (like for working out). UofA has a two storey gym!! 

120. rebuild needs to take into consideration modern aspects of green buildings, and energy 
use.  

121. Build a large gym that can accommodate the huge UBC student/faculty population. The 
bird coop is so small and so many UBC students, including myself, bought gym 
memberships elsewhere since the birdcoop has no space. UAlberta just built an amazing 
fitness facility with a huge climbing centre. UBC needs to do something similar. I would 
have saved so much money and would have been WAY less stressed if I had a nice fitness 
facility where I could exercise and de-stress during my undergrad degree... make it better 
for the next generation!!  

122. I think it is embarrassing how small UBC gym is to serve all relevant stakeholders 
compared to other schools in BC that have a significantly smaller student, faculty, and 
staff population! 

123. We need more recreation space that is welcoming to those new to movement. It is 
important we consider a full rebuild as the current state of the Student Union Building 
and most parts of War Memorial Gym will prevent us from creating an environment that 
promotes student wellness. 



 

 

 

 

124. The Birdcoop is definitely too small to capacitate more than 60,000 students (there's also 
staff/ faculty). We need a more functional space for recreation and varsity use. The old 
sub is so empty all the time and it's too old so it feels abandoned. The university could try 
to rebulid/ renovate the old sub into more functional spaces while deciding on the 
remodel of War Memorial. It would be painful to the varsity sport teams that play in War, 
Recreation clubs, Kin faculty, and spectators if there's a major remodel and impose an 
immediate inconvenience over an extended period of time.  

125. This area needs to have this happen.  We are underserved at this institution when it 
comes to recreation needs - they are always an afterthought and now we are dealing with 
the result.  A new recreation centre was needed the day the SRC was opened. 

126. The loss of exercise space (3000sq ft) in downstairs  Aquatic Centre in Dec 2016 with new 
Aquatic Centre opening should be mitigated by fast tracking some other space in the 
neighborhood, NOT waiting 'til this study/consultation is complete 

127. Better to build a new facility where everything is under one roof. All the sports and 
recreation will be in one specific area rather than being spread out. Having a new facility 
that is in one building will create a better sense of community in regards to athletics and 
recreation.  

128. I chose option 2 because it can most quickly provide a solid solution to the problem. 
Option 3 would be ideal, but at this point taking 6 years to address a problem that should 
have been dealt with years ago doesn't seem like an option. 

129. What will be the environmental impact of tearing the building down and starting from 
scratch? I noticed that a renovation would cost a projected 35m, and a rull rebuild would 
cost 45m, so we are all thinking that the business case will be made for a new build. I 
think, however, that this simple, highly reductive, cost benefit analysis goes against core 
principles of sustainability. What are the costs to the environment of getting rid of the 
wasted materials and producing the new concrete, steel, aluminum, etc. needed to make 
this new building. What quantity of emissions would be associated with each option. How 
would the options weigh in 10 years down the line when we have seen more of the 
impacts of climate change pan out?  

130. too many stadiums sit empty most of the time. Use one decent one and use the rest for 
other space. War Memorial is OLD and UGLY and INEFFICIENT. BULLDOZE IT. Which war 
anyway ? Canada was at war ? 

131. Budgets and Original State of the gym are both important, but spatial management is 
much more important especially when the Varsity uses of Basketall and Volleyball are 
moved out. Campus potentially does not have as much of urgent need for basketball and 
volleyball practice since enough facilities for these two are well developed around the 
whole campus. And two highly centralled fitness spaces are enough instead of three, 
which make the campus seem less integral. And at the same time, aquatic centre still 
offers free to student fitness facilities.  

132. Access in terms of parking is not considered enough at UBC in the context of developing 
city-wide fan support and participation. 

133. Student Rec Centre also heavily undersized 



 

 

 

 

134. War memorial gym is an essential builing to Kinesiology students as it houses our 
Undergraduate society office and Academic advising office. Without War Memorial Gym I 
feel as if my academic experience will be negatively impacted. 

135. The crux of the issue is that there is very little space in places such as birdcoup. All other 
gyms are severely lacking in free weights (ie - dumbells, barbells, squat racks, etc) which 
are crucial for personal fitness and health - unlike the machines which fill all other gyms 
around campus  

136. I think it is pretty obvious that the old student union building is not a nice space at all. 
What does it say about the importance we put on recreation (a key element of better 
mental and social health, and community building) and the pride we have in our campus 
facilities that we would relegate some recreational activities to a space which is so 
obviously dingy and old. What is the likelihood that using a space like that will encourage 
recreation on campus and the building of healthy communities? I would think very low. I 
don't mind the idea of having some recreational facilities in Gateway North, but again it 
feels like sort of an afterthought, as if recreation and healthy living aren't priorities for the 
university, when in fact they should be important to every member of the UBC 
commmunity, particularly students. 

137. Land use housing revenue opportunities resulting from relocating Thunderbird Stadium 
should not be a guiding principle. Negatively impacting the entire rest of the academic 
community as well as the residential communities so that Athletics and Recreation can 
have their "dream" facilities is NOT acceptable. 

138. War Memorial Gym is a very old facility and for the amount that it is used and valued, a 
new facility should be made, in the long run it will be highly beneficial 

139. Just make a bigger gym that's not the size of a closet like the birdcoop. Literally at least 3 
people are on each barbell working in with each other every day because there's not 
enough space/equipment. 

140. I think War Memorial Gym is a very cool facility - as a basketball alumni, I would love to 
have some of the history of this facility to live on.  However, I think the priority is to 
provide a facility that is a top of the line facility, capable of providing a high performance 
feel.  With so many of the Universities across the country offering new(ish) stadiums for 
basketball and volleyball, I think its hard for our teams to compete because of the tired 
appearance of War Gym.  Unfortunately there have been so few updates to the facility 
over time that I have a hard time envisioning a 'renovation' that can get this facility to the 
place where it is competitive with the other top-notch facilities across the country and 
Canada West Conference.  Thus, I think a complete rebuild is necessary.  

141. UBC Basketball and volleyball are premier teams in Canada West and most if not all the 
other universities have far better and newer facilities for both the sports teams and the 
student athletes. 

142. It MUST be the best facility in Canada.  Nothing less. 

143. Parking at the current War Memorial Gym is terrible and I'm sure costs the varsity teams 
spectators. 



 

 

 

 

144. Parking is a huge problem at UBC. There is not enough and it is ridiculously expensive. 
Attendance at War Memorial events is poor--lack of and cost of parking play a big role in 
this. 

145. Design differences are vague 

146. The student rec center should be expanded without interfering with the current set up. 

147. I feel as though increasing the number of buildings associated with recreation via using 
the war memorial gym, SRC, and the future gateway north site building would encroach 
on land usage that could be better suited to the academic needs of the institution. A 
renovation of the war memorial gym would only be a temporary solution, whereas a 
complete rebuilding would allow for the recreation problem to be addressed for a much 
longer time frame, while allowing for the location of the SRC to be used for more 
academic purposes. 

148. Love war location! 

149. Its about time and very needed 

150. War Memorial Gym is a very old facility and does not reflect the vision of sport excellence. 

151. I would like to see an effort to provide students and athletes with additional space for 
strength training and conditioning pursuits. 

 

Currently there are three facilities that address this issue: 

BodyWorks, which is expensive for students compared to alternatives. Additionally, it is 
targeted at an older adult population rather than the student population. 

BirdCoop, which is very busy and not suitable for varsity athletes and aspiring athletes to 
organize training sessions. 

Smith & Laycoe varsity weight room, which can be at capacity during busy times of day. 
Additionally, this facility is not accessible to students that are not varsity status. 

 

Having another exercise space for students and varsity athletes may provide students 
wi th relief from stress through exercise, and all other health benefits associated with 
exercise. Additionally, it may provide revenue and offer new opportunities for student 
involvement in coaching, personal training and other exercise-related career pursuits. 

152. My preference is for full rebuilt of the War Memorial Gym, as the new building may be 
more sustainable, offer expansion (vertical) and foster excellence for our athletes, while 
at the same time does not occupy additional land that may be used for other academic 
purposes or affordable housing on campus. In my opinion, the latter are crucial for the 
university future. 

153. Accessible gym space for students and/or staff is significantly lacking. The current space 
offered by the BirdCoop is overcrowded and too small, to the point where people choose 
not to go. Not only is this a lost revenue opportunity, but I feel as though it negatively 
impacts the health and well-being of the UBC community in the long run.  

154. Please consider outdoor recreational spaces in the Recreation Hub options. 



 

 

 

 

155. A full rebuild of War Memorial may cost more but it will benefit the students, as well as, 
athletics in the long term. 

156. We need to build a brand new facility because war memorial gym is too old. There is 
leakage in the gym, the seats are uncomfortable and the gym is breaking down. There is 
no parking anywhere near for fans to watch, and with the new apartment building being 
built you cant even see war memorial at all. How will fans be able to come watch? How 
will anyone who hasn't heard about us be able to find us? 

157. Assuming a complete rebuild to be the most expensive option, it does not seem to me to 
have enough benefits over either renovation option. 

158. renovation is the best option 

159. While I fully agree that UBC should promote excellence in athletics & recreation, the 
developers are practically orgasmic about razing the War Memorial Gym to the ground 
and building something new and shiny.  The plans to retain the legacy are weak and 
disrespectful to the history of the building and its original purpose. 

A basic renovation is less disruptive, but still addresses some of the basic guiding 
principles.   

160. First and foremost - this is a terrrible survey. How can a "none of the above" option be 
followed up with "which option does not support the option"? This was not field tested - 
it is self serving and does not make sense.  Do you really expect alumni to waste their time 
on this? ...... is that the guiding principle of "building a sound business case"?  Do your 
homework! 

 

Secondly - the most important principle is academic mission. So, whatever needs to be 
answered so that it is prioritized always, that would be what I pick- but I can't because 
the survey is so poorly worded. Shame on you.  

 

I think the principle of sustainability is missing - maybe it's part of the business case?  

I think the priority should be academic buildings upgraded prior to any recreational 
facility - rebuild some of the academic buildings first (try the maths' department- it's old 
and the bathrooms leak and ceilings are falling down).  

I think academic buildings need consideration before any of the recreational facilities - 
the first and most important principle is academics, and the majority of students come to 
UBC for education (not sports). Tell them to go for a run in the woods - cheaper, gets them 
good air, encourages use of the endownment lands, and frees up money for academics.  

161. Right now the facilities in War Memorial seem outdated, the only problem is if there is a 
full rebuild, where will everyone in that building relocate (I.e. KIN advising, Allan 
McGavin physio, all of the court sports etc)? 

162. Recreational fitness space should include women only fitness space. 

163. I think it is really important we retai n the name and elements of War, however i think it is 
also important that the space is utilized effectivly- using the old SUB for other purposes 
and building a larger facility in the current location is more ideal and promotes a more 



 

 

 

 

unified facility and recreation district. I also feel that War is currently okay, however with 
the issues of seismic safety it should be determined if it makes financial sense to try and 
retain it as a structure cost-wise 

164. That 'Embracing UBC's History' seems like a weirdly patriarchal thing to do. I'm not sure 
I'm proud of an institution's history when that history is focused on the athletic prowess 
of  spots teams that used to be only male, or only white, or playing on the fields of a 
people whose land we stole. But okay. 

If there is going to be a renovation, rebuild, etc., then ti should be solely to add free, open 
access space for all students, staff, and not limited for a select group of Varsity athletes. 
No matter how hard you try, the "spirit" that Varsity athletics adds will never be equal to 
the damage that it brings, the distraction from the core of the academic institution, or the 
costs that it imposes on students in athletics fees, tuition, lack of access to space, and 
opportunity cost of money spent elsewhere. 

165. When we're talking totals of over $50million, the extra $5-10million doesn't seem too 
burdensome 

166. Open to the public and have engaging student community events  

167. Considering the academic space IN War Memorial Gym; whatever the renovation plan is, 
the academic space in this building for the School of Kinesiology must be maintained, if 
not increased. It is a place to both learn and be active in. The space for physical activity 
should also accommodate the needs of the School because is Osborne Centre (the current 
space for Kinesiology student gym and lab-based classes) is at risk for removal based on 
the potential stadium re-location. 

168. Is Question 14 referring to Question 13 or Question 11? Terribly phrasing.  

169. N/A 

170. I played varsity volleyball for 4 years at War Memorial and have gone there as a spectator 
many times since.   

Anyone who has been there recently, and been in the facilities of other world class 
universities know that it is time for a new gym. 

171. Why is there new residential and commercial construction going up right beside War 
Memorial before this project has gone underway? It takes away from the space and all 
options should be considered before a side project goes up that might not work in the 
long term plan or is sustainable. 

172. It's hard to please everyone but ubc rec events sell out fast and the bird coop is constantly 
full to bursting with aging equipment. The basement of the aquatic center is unusable due 
to space restraints and old equipment.  

 

With the increasing popularity of Olympic lifting the platforms should be expanded and 
there should be designated space for open floor exercises without benches and the like.  

173. Any renovations come with a - usually financial - cost. The student prices are perfect as 
they are - any more and most students I know wouldn't be able to afford use of the 



 

 

 

 

facilities. Therefore, any renovations should remain in budget while providing healthier 
and more accessible options.  

174. Please note I chose the option that I did because I feel like this will be the most beneficial 
to myself, my peers, and my friends. A renovation would be much faster than a rebuild. 
This means the above groups will have more time to use the 'new' facilities  

175. Having all of the recreational fitness facilities in one space will be ideal 

176. There is the potential to make a modest income with an improved facility whilst 
addressing the pressing need for physical and mental wellbeing of our students. The 
University of Wollongong in Australia has a highly high quality gym that charges a fee to 
students, however, is of a high standard and provides a good service to the student 
community. The bird coop is not representative of the facilities of a world class institution 
and a desire to foster student wellbeing.  

177. Figure out some way to include Aboriginal/Indigenous peoples history and culture from 
the local bands, tribes, languages, peoples, etc. to honour in the gym, especially if we are 
embarking on a new renovation or re-build where we have an excellent opportunity to 
honour and create discussion around indigenous peoples and their issues and how we 
can improve that through our land use, our facilities for health & wellness, and more. 

178. A larger bouldering area would be great.  

179. As a Kinesiology student at UBC as well as a student who attends multiple varisty events, I 
feel that if you were to only do a basic or full renovation to War Memorial Gym you would 
not be using the full potential that we could have for a recreational hub at UBC. When 
doing renovations you are still restricted to the original space of the buidlings,  where as 
looking at a new multi-level and multi-purpose facility that possibly combines WMG and 
the SRC then you would be providing students, faculty and community members with a 
more useful space that benefits all and will be worth it in the long run. Renovations will 
make it so you will most likely have to change aspects of the building within 20-30 years 
again, whereas a new building provides a longer lifespan. A perfect example of this is the 
new UBC Aquatic Centre that is being built currently.  

180. Keep the original War Memorial Gym wall and do some seismic upgrading. 

181. Demolish the god-awful and entirely inappropriate / unfortunate Shoppers Drug Mart 
Building that currently welcomes the world to UBC and re-visit the idea of moving the 
buses underground to free up more land at the entrance to UBC for various (front door) 
land uses.  

182. I am excited that there will be more of a recreation hub on campus as is something that I 
feel has been lacking. I would like to see the academic/office spaces in WMG be a happier 
place to work with better lighting and, if possible, less sound from the gym above. 

183. The creation of Recreation vs. Spectator Hubs creates a false dichotomy that does not 
promote the development of recreational facilities for the use of the University 
community. 

There should be no real distinction of the use of Athletic Hubs for Recreational or 
Spectator Use.  The uses should be mixed.  

 



 

 

 

 

Questions 11, 12, 13, & 14 are very unclear - Does Q. 14 refer to the option chosen in Q11  
or Q13?  We assume it refers to Q13.  

184. My concern with a "Recreation Hub" is that it must be accessible and built to last and keep 
up with the growth of the student body. Competing universities such as Western 
University and University of Calgary have world-class, expansive recreation facilities 
which encourage students to use them. In my opinion, UBC's dated and limited facilities 
actually discourage people from using them because they are overcrowded, have limited 
amenities, and are far away from some parts of the campus.  

185. What is the impact that this plan will have on our future budget? 

186. The Birdcoop is definitely one of the most popular recreational facilities and deserves a 
complete rehaul. 

187. I just want an expansion of the Birdcoop really 

188. UBC needs functional facilities that are not spread all over campus. History is nice, but the 
war memorial building is not especially attractive or functional to the present community 
needs. 

189. I believe a full rebuild of the War Memorial Gym is very unnecessary. But a new and 
expanded fitness centre to replace the Birdcoop which is aging and tiny in comparison to 
fitness facilities on any similar size campus.  

190. Have a more/bigger fitness centers, please!  

191. UBC is growing and you must provide space and opportunity for students to get involved 
in various out of classroom activities including participating and watching varsity 
athletics. It is a growing community and you must provide up-to-date facilities and 
services. the Human Kinetics department which feeds many students into your medicine 
programs also needs improved classroom facilities and increased space where all of the 
department can be centralized 

192. Whatever decision Is made, the parking situation needs to be addressed.  While we are 
not having issues with our mobility at this time (we are 62 years old), we hope to 
continue watching T-Bird action for many years to come.  At the present time it is quite a 
walk to the gym from any available parking. 

193. I feel as though ideally, for UBC to become a forerunner in recreation facilities and varsity 
athletics surrounding the recreation hub, option 3, a full rebuild of war memorial is the 
best case scenario. However, realistically, as far as time, money and historic significance 
are concerned, option 2 best addresses these goals. 

194. Making sure that this hub is close to the centre of campus is a must, so the location of the 
current War gym makes sense. 

195. The gym and the workout facilities are insufficient as they stand now. The student body is 
massive, the university regards itself as a world class institution. It is time for the 
recreational facilities and sporting facilities to reflect that.  

196. UBC is lagging behind other Canadian Universities in terms of court sport facilities. We 
need to provide the top of the line facilities in order to keep the best athletes at UBC and 
in CANADA! To many of our Canadian athletes are being lost to the NCAA. Facilities and 



 

 

 

 

the glamour of their facilities are completely incomparable to UBC specifically for court 
sports.  

197. If a basic renovation costs $35M, then a complete rebuild at $10M more seems the best 
option. 

198. birdcoop needs improvement 

199. I don't think a basic renovation of the facilities will be able to meet the demands of the 
future.  But without the help of any analyses my comments are a conjecture only. 

200. The War Memorial Gym is one of the few remaining historic buildings on campus and 
should be retained and upgraded to the highest standards.  To build a much larger 
building on that site would adversely affect the entrance to the campus.  There are plenty 
of retail/commercial areas within a 2 block radius of the gym.  Commercial/retail does 
not support the core principles. 

201. War Memorial gym is an integral part of UBC and is a part of the sports culture at UBC. It 
is important to maintain such an important facility at UBC and by renovating the place, it 
won't look bad while being surrounded by newly build facilities and buildings. Rebuilding 
it would be too costly and may be committing too much to the project, but it is still 
important to change and upgrade the facility 

202. See previous comments  The war memorial just needs a complete renovation with use of 
the student union bldg as well.  That would be enough, would have a brand new facility 
inside and be more appealing for the use of the students and even the residents here at 
Hampton House.  More buildings which begin to encroach on the residences of Hampton 
House, would just make this area look like a jungle with more buildings which would 
change the total environment of the area where we live. 

203. Over the long term, capital cost is irrelevant. The faculty and students deserve facilities 
that meet their needs. WMG was the best guess 65 years ago. It occupies an important 
location on campus. Build a facility that meets the needs of the next 60 years. I am unsure 
of the architectural significance of WMG. Perhaps needs can be meet with a retrofit 
preserving the mid-century modern design.  

204. On a campus of almost 60 000 people, all of them who have mental and physical health 
regardless of abilities, there should be access to a variety of different approaches to 
healthy wellbeing through recreation facilities. By our current standards, there is a lack of 
space, equipment and infrastructural support to demonstrate to the UBC community that 
those who wish to remain healthy in a way befitting of their own physicality are going to 
be able to meet that with the resources currently available. The amazing thing about 
recreation-minded activity is that it acknowledges that everyone with a body should have 
opportunities to use and care for them, and it is through non-varsity/inclusive 
programming and access that this university can show its community that the community 
actually matters. If there is even one person who does not use our facilities because of 
lack of space or accommodation that is a sound enough reason to overhaul our current 
facility look and provide the access befitting of the size and excellence of our university. 
And there is definitely more than one person feeling this way when they enter the bird 
coop or SRC or Osbourne.  

205. N/A 



 

 

 

 

206. I believe that when we look forward to the next 50 years of use, a new larger facility 
works best and leaves more options for use of space in the Student Union building 

and in the building being built on the old Administration site.   

Some housing and/or commercial space on the old Administration site adds to the 
economics of the proposal when more of the need can be met by a new bigger gym. 

207. Facilities have been terribly neglected for far too long 

208. More gym space! 

209. there is not enogh space in birdcoop fpr how many students go here 

210. As a former kinesiology student and a work learn employee of war memorial gym, I am 
very familiar with the inner workings of that building. I feel that due to its age and overall 
major issues, it makes more financial sense to rebuild and maintain the historical 
features. Plus it allows a central location to build cohesiveness and is more in line with 
other university athletic arrangements  

211. Our fitness facilities for the general student body are dismal - especially when compared 
to other universities facilities (ie UVIC's CARSA). Building a new student recreation hub 
would give us the opportunity to design the space so that fitness is accessible to 
EVERYONE on campus, not just people who would traditionally use the Birdcoop. The 
SRC is not only way to small, with dated equipment but it is a space that has become 
entrenched with the idea that fitness is for a specific type of person.  

212. It is important to demonstrate a commitment to Varsity Sports. The recent sports review 
did much to discourage student athletes at UBC ... if the university is serious about 
fostering athletic excellence, a full renovation of War Memorial Gym would be a good way 
to back up words with action 

213. Build A varsity rec hub 

214. This campus does not support varsity athletics, and therein has no pride or identity.  

215. No mention of what will happen to variety athletics if War Gym is turned into full 
recreational facility  

216. I would like to see a large swimming pool facility at the Westbrook Community end of 
campus as I think it would be used by the families in this community.  As it stands, it is 
much more convenient for us to go to the pool at Lord Byng that to travel by bus across 
campus to the UBC pool. It is also not recreation friendly - too cold for families because it 
is being used for athletics, and often limited in use due to practice for athletic events. This, 
I think, underscores, the fact that recreation use and athletics use do not necessarily 
combine well. 

217. I believe that it is much more important for money to go to athletics facilities that can be 
used by the majority of students, not just varsity athletic fitness centres. 

218. UBC Rec is one of the most fantastic student and athletic compilations I have seen (I have 
attended other post-secondary institutions since graduation) and am in awe of what they 
can accomplish with such limited resources (limited space is "shared" with varsity 
athletics). 



 

 

 

 

219. The War Memorial Gym should remainas a purpose build facility and most of the 
ancilliary 'hangers on ' facilities moved to a differen location ... ie a Sports Complex 

220. In the long run, a new War Memorial Gym that houses all of recreation (intramural, 
recreational athletics, sport clubs) with an emphasis and capacity to encourage health 
and well-being for campus life will most benefit the university and its members.  

221. The guiding principles really don't matter, what is really important to me is that we have 
a larger gym to ease the crowding of the bird coop. 

222. Go big. Don't cut corners. Make this space amazing and you will save money in the long 
run and build good will and well-being for the campus and community. 

223. Rebuilding everything is the most careless advice ever. Please think about the 
huge&unnecessary cost and the harm to the nearby residents during construction and the 
later events.  

224. The key challenge is to renovate existing facilities in order to maintain the historic 
character while enhancing the recreation and SUB space to a high use level with high 
commercial income potential.  If ALL of these cannot be achieved under the "renovation" 
concept then the Full Rebuild option should be employed. 

225. I don't like the idea of a small commercial space. The bookstore and sub have enough 
useless shopping sites 

226. I would really like to be able to use an indoor track for sprint training, perhaps an 
elevated indoor track in War Memorial Gym like at Georgia College & State University: 
https://georgiacollegestateuniversitystudentwellness.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/c an
1182_n38_letter.jpg 

or Portland State University: 

https://www.pdx.edu/recreation/sites/www.pdx.edu.recreation/files/Indoor_track.jpg  

 

An indoor track would be a nice to use for sprinting, running, jogging, or walking on rainy 
days and during the winter due to cold temperatures, versus running outdoors or using 
the current track and field oval space, and, in my opinion, it's more interesting than 
running on a treadmill. Having an indoor track at War Memorial Gym or the Student 
Union Building would be convenient because of proximity to changing room facilities, 
other recreational equipment and spaces, the bus loop for commuters, and academic 
buildings for students/staff/faculty short on time in between classes or lunch breaks. A 
wide staircase leading up to the elevated track could be used for running stairs. 

 

It would also be interesting to explore if foot traffic or other forms of kinetic energy could 
be converted into electricity by installing floor tiles under high-traffic areas like hallways 
or under an indoor track. Please visit these links to see examples of the idea: 

Energy Floors: http://www.energy -floors.com/sustainable-energy-floor/  

Energy Generating Pavement: http://inhabitat.com/energy-generating-pavement/ 

Pavegen: http://www.pavegen.com/what-we-do/  



 

 

 

 

 

More examples of elevated indoor tracks: 
https://www.google.ca/search?newwindow=1&rlz=1C1ASUT_enCA513CA513&biw=124
2&bih=589&tbm=isch&sa=1&q=elevated+indoor+track+campus&oq=elevated+indoor+tr
ack+campus&gs_l=img.3...199526.200607.0.200721.9.9.0.0.0.0.99.605.9.9.0....0...1c.1.64.i
mg..0.0.0.Cd-4UFkX2k0 

227. War Memorial gym has a great deal of history and a wonderful atmosphere that would be 
ruined if it were entirely rebuilt. The old building has character and everyone that uses it, 
particularly the varsity teams, love it. I would be very upset to see it rebuilt, and I know 
many others that would feel the same. 

228. Indoor track 

229. Utilize Technology fully, build sections with Not-for profits, become Olympic training 
centres. Integrate viewing and mass participation activities and fitness facilities into areas 
where high performance athletes can train or be seen along-side kids and the general 
public. Turn your new facility into a living-breathing laboratory where students from 
various faculties from HKIN to Business, Physio to Education, Nutrition to Medicine etc 
etc all play a functioning part in delivery world class experiences. 

230. Tearing down war memorial to rebuild would not block the use of the space until the 
rebuild is finished (possibly multiple years?) 

231. For safety concerns, a rebuild would be highly recommended IF it is absolutely assured, 
through working with key community individuals, the War Memorial gym continues to 
respect those it stands for currently in the best, UBC, way possible. 

232. One of the highest priorities should be increasing fitness space for students. The Birdcoop 
gym is far too small to accommodate the number of students who use it...this is a factor 
that even discourages more students from working out on campus because of waiting for 
machines, weights etc and crowds. 

233. Option 1 meets the needs of the community in a responsible, cost-effective manner.  

234. Would've liked more court space for drop-in badminton during peak hours. When I was a 
student there were only 4 courts available during lunch and I'd have to wait 10-15 
minutes for court space to play with my friends which would eat up my break time. 
Would be nice to open more courts (8-12?) at the same time to allow for more 
participation and less waiting. 

235. I'm not sure you need a hub. I like the idea of having a number of locations across UBC 

236. I think you'll get more return on investment by rebuilding than making improvements. 

237. As a resident next to the proposed total rebuild of a new stadium, the increase in noise, 
traffic, parking, security, safety issues and pedestrian traffic would be quite unbearable. 
The renovation of an existing gym would make the location more central and usable, 
without the resulting problems with residents constantingly raisin issues with noise 
problems and other issues with high student traffic and usage issues. 

238. n/a  



 

 

 

 

239. This is outside my scope of knowledge or interest. Best left to those who have taken the 
time to become informed. 

240. A "basic" renovation would not illicit any change. The needs for more recreational and 
support space would not be met. Either a full renovation or full rebuild is necessary to 
properly accommodate the needs for varsity sports and also the growing demand for 
recreational facilities. Ideally the history of War Memorial Gym could be preserved by 
renovating and not demolishing it, this would also greatly disrupt varsity volleyball and 
basketball in the time it takes to construct. Supplementary facilities alongside a modern 
updated War is the most well-rounded response. 

241. Why not have housing and stores integrated into the new War Memorial Building.   

242. Options 1 and 2 will only result in another overhaul in a few short years. The need for 
improved facilities and space is growing year on year so lets get ahead of the curve.  

243. The buildings are old and would not withstand a large-scale abiotic disturbance. A full 
rebuild is due for ensuring safety and access to modern equipment and atmosphere. An 
increase of fees wouldn't even be an issue because they're already ridiculously low 
compared to external gyms like Steve Nash. 

244. The height of the ceilings in the old sub are low for a fitness centre, Ventilation and 
natural lighting are also concerns.  

245. Don't waste extra money  

246. I chose option 3 because ubc only has a finite amount of space and, if you are looking at 
the long term, i believe its better to have a fit-for-purpose, self-contained facility than to 
use space from other reseources which will no doubt have competing requests for space 
placed on them over the coming years 

247. More space, more variety of spaces with a lot of high quality equipment and opputunites 
to the student body and population at UBC.  Classes need to be included in the cost of the 
student recreation pass, by adding additional you are not allowing students access to the 
full benefits of exercise.  Additionaly, UBC rec should work more closely at a lower cost 
with student clubs providing affordable exercise to students.   

248. Promoting outdoor fitness as an option for everyone. 

249. It would be nice to have a solution that better integrates available space in the SRC, WMG, 
and SUB.  However the planning for the new bus loop (etc.) seems to leave these things 
siloed. 

250. War Memorial is very run-down and I think it would be the best use of land to tear the 
building down and make it a multi-use space. There are many ways in which the legacy of 
the building can be kept.  

251. I'm sure that any of the options would be a huge improvement over the Bird Coop, but it's 
not clear to me in option 2 where the new fitness centre would be. I think that a fitness 
centre with natural light would be preferable to one in the SUB basement, however I also 
think that preserving the heritage status of War Memorial is a worthy goal.  

252. Please make more indoor courts for students. Many indoor courts are only for varsity, 
and after school hours the SRC gyms are usually fully booked for intramurals..  



 

 

 

 

253. What is currently in place for athletics is not even close to matching ubc students' needs. 
We need a large facility which can be used for generations to come. Why build a subpar 
facility that will need to be changed in a few years like the current space. 

254. I am new in this school so my understanding maybe shallow, however I do think we 
should think about how to make it more appealing and more accessible to those who live 
in campus. Maybe by a really innovative programming. 

255. The moving of the Thunderbird Stadium has not been addressed here.  The present White 
Caps construction has taken up too much space and construction time!  This move has 
NOT held to student welfare!!! Leave the present running track as it is. 

256. Having the fitness centre in the Sub Basement doesn't seem like the best place to put the 
new birdcoop. Having a gym with windows to the outside and on ground level would 
allow for it to be more inviting then its current basement environment. 

257. Please make a bird coop equivalent. 

258. The history is important, but option 3 solves the space issue handily. This would allow 
future housing opportunities to increase revenue for the project. 

259. If you do not rebuild it I feel like thirty years from now this discussion will come forward 
again. As I see it, it's more economical and sensible to start fresh if there is any possibility 
that it would happen anyways. 

260. Again, I'm of the thinking that a new pool, new gym, student union building and now new 
varsity gym and centre for athletic excellence are great projects if they benefit the 
community as a whole and do not allow the perceived needs of one group of people to be 
realized at the cost of other people who live here. Most of us have a wish list of what is 
needed or wanted on campus, but for those of us who live here long term we need to be 
heard and recognized as citizens.   

261. Basketball/volleyball games can be held in the Doug Mitchell when hockey is not being 
played. Split games between the renovated War gym and Doug Mitchell.  

262. REGRET NOT COMPETENT TO COMMENT ON FUTURE DEVELOPMENT IN/AROUND 
WAR MEMORIAL. HOWEVER PRESENT UP GRADATION APPEARS GOOD. 

263. More thoughts building on the elevated indoor track idea://///  

1. In addition to or instead of having a staircase leading up to the elevated track, a ramp 
could be installed to lead up to the track or maybe two ramps on opposite sides/corners 
of the gym so users can run laps up and down the facility. Running on a ramp would 
mimic hill -training and having a ramp or "indoor hill" in the facility eliminates the hassle 
of finding a hill to run on. Some photos for the ramp idea: (1) 
http://bit.ly/2elt0Sb**********(2)http://bit.ly/2dSrvrb**********(3)http://bit.ly/2eb1RA
R*************(4)http://bit.ly/2enRNGO**************(5)http://bit.ly/2elxBno**********
*****(6)http://bit.ly/2dtsFrS ************************(7)http://bit.ly/2eqiA1z************
*////  

2. An indoor track provides additional training space for teams (varsity, competitive, 
recreational) to run drills./////  

3. An indoor track could be used year-round and rented to groups when the outdoor track 
is in use for practice./////  



 

 

 

 

4. Could energy floors be installed under gym floors? 

**************************  

Some Canadian schools with indoor tracks: 

1. UBC-Okanagan http://camprec.ok.ubc.ca/facilities/gymnasium.html/////  

2. York University 
http://www.yorkulions.ca/sports/2013/4/12/GEN_0412134844.aspx?tab=torontotrack
fieldcentre/////  

3. U of Alberta https://www.ualberta.ca/physical-education-recreation/facilities/south -
campus/saville-community-sports-centre/////  

4. U of Toronto http://w ww.athletics.utoronto.ca/facilities.htm/////  

5. McGill  
http://www.mcgillathletics.ca/sports/2012/11/5/GEN_1105123818.aspx/////  

6. U of Calgary http://www.ucalgary.ca/activeliving/facilities/////  

7. U of Manitoba 
http://umanitoba.ca/faculties/kinrec/recrea tionservices/membership/features.html///
//https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EbMOuB6fQ34&feature=youtu.be/////  

8. McMaster https://rec.mcmaster.ca/facilities/indoor -track////  

9. U of Windsor http://www.uwindsor.ca/recreation -and-fitness////  

10. U of New Brunswick http://www.unb.ca/saintjohn/fitnessrecreation/facilities/  

11. UNBC http //www.unbc.ca/about-unbc/tour/northern -sport-centre/////  

12. U of Saskatchewan http://recservices.usask.ca/facilities/////  

13. U of Regina http://www.uregina.ca/kinesiology/facili ties/indoor -facilities/indoor -
track.html/////  

14. U of Laval https://www2.ulaval.ca/en/future -students/campus-environment-
housing-transportation/sports.html////  

15. U of Waterloo http://www.warriortrackandfield.uwaterloo.ca/tf/facilities.htm////  

16. U of Sherbrooke 
http://www.usherbrooke.ca/sport/information/installations/pavillon -univestrie/stade-
interieur/////  

17. Dalhousie University 
https://athletics.dal.ca/dalplex_memberships/membership_benefits/indoor -
track.html////  

18. University of Lethbridge http://www.uleth.ca/sportrec/content/1st -choice-savings-
centre-sport-wellness/////  

19. University of Guelph 
http://www.uoguelph.ca/campus/map/gryphonfieldhouse/////  

20. Brock University https://brocku.ca/recreation -services/facilities-and-
hours/track////  



 

 

 

 

******* *******************  

Facilities in Vancouver area with an indoor track: 

1. Richmond Oval http://richmondoval.ca/facility/ice -courts-track/////  

2. Harry Jerome http://www.harryjerome.com/events/2016 -jerome-indoor-games/////  

3. Port Moody Recreation Complex 
http://www.portmoody.ca/index.aspx?page=43&recordid=172////  

4. Surrey Guildford Recreation Centre http://www.surrey.ca/culture-
recreation/1876.aspx////  

5. Langley Events Centre http://www.langleyeventscentre.com/facility/walking-
track/////  

 

**************** *******Original response from Oct 18/16******************  

I would really like to be able to use an indoor track for sprint training, perhaps an 
elevated indoor track in War Memorial Gym like at Georgia College & State University: 
https://georgiacollegestateuniversitystudentwellness.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/can
1182_n38_letter.jpg////  

or Portland State University: 

https://www.pdx.edu/recreation/sites/www.pdx.edu.recreation/files/Indoor_track.jpg/
///  

 

An indoor track would be a nice to use for sprinting, running, jogging, or walking on rainy 
days and during the winter due to cold temperatures, versus running outdoors or using 
the current track and field oval space, and, in my opinion, it's more interesting than 
running on a treadmill. Having an indoor track at War Memorial Gym or the Student 
Union Building would be convenient because of proximity to changing room facilities, 
other recreational equipment and spaces, the bus loop for commuters, and academic 
buildings for students/staff/faculty short on time in between classes or lunch breaks. A 
wide staircase leading up to the elevated track could be used for running stairs.//// 

 

It would also be interesting to explore if foot traffic or other forms of kinetic energy could 
be converted into electricity by installing floor tiles under high-traffic areas like hallways 
or under an indoor track. Please visit these links to see examples of the idea://// 

Energy Floors: http://www.energy -floors.com/sustainable-energy-floor/////  

Energy Generating Pavement: http://inhabitat.com/energy-generating-pavement/////  

Pavegen: http://www.pavegen.com/what-we-do/////  

 

More examples of elevated indoor tracks: 
https://www.google.ca/search?newwindow=1&rlz=1C1ASUT_enCA513CA513&biw=124
2&bih=589&tbm=isch&sa=1&q=elevated+indoor+track+campus&oq=elevated+indoor+tr



 

 

 

 

ack+campus&gs_l=img.3...199526.200607.0.200721.9.9.0.0.0.0.99.605.9.9.0....0...1c.1.64.i
mg..0.0.0.Cd-4UFkX2k0 

 

264. Hampton Place residents purchased their homes with the reasonable expectation that 
their quality of life would generally be respected.  They have now endured enough 
development at the playing fields area across the street.  It sets a bad precedent to future 
home buyers of ANY neighbourhoods to know that resident quality of life will be 
sacrificed at any time to allow more development of new neighbourhoods.  UBC has to 
consider resident quality of life in addition to endowment revenue.  As a landlord, there 
should be a limit to the university's profit motive.  

265. It needs to be clear whether or not remodelling war memorial will mean that there will be 
an exercise gym option for students that aren't varsity 

266. I think an expanded work out facility and gymnasium space is critical to the health and 
well being of students. I think the name War Memorial Gym is very important and needs 
to be retained as well as retaining the memorial walls and other heritage aspects of the 
building  

267. War Memorial Gym is quite useless as it is now so any option is better than the current 
situation. Thanks again for seeking our input. 

268. I think a new facility in the area is the way to go, especially for the projected monies 
proposed for reno options.  I think there are alot of ways to honour the history of the 
Wart memorial Gym with a feature wall inside the new facility, a memorial statue or 
plaque on the plaza that will not diminish in any way the sacrifices made so that original 
buidling could be built. 

 

As a long term staff member the options for just getting in a good basic workout at some 
point before, during or after work have been very limited, except for the pool. very 
excited about the new aquatic centre but do miss the outdoor pool for lunch time swims 6 
months of the year...tradeoffs and compromises.  The Bird Coop was a no go for me 
anyway from the start (too crowded / cramped floor plan etc), and the Osborne Centre 
(too far off the beaten path).  I have been very thankful with the onboarding of the health 
and Wellness centre at Building Operations in the last 1-2 years.  Great for rehab and 
basic core stretches and cardio/weights. 

269. Recreation Hub improvements should be the priority, as it will have greatest student use. 
Concentrate athletics investment in this part of campus. UBC should never and will never 
become a major spectator-sport university, so the Spectator Hub idea should be dropped. 
UBC still has too much work to do on revitalizing its academic infrastructure, and on 
providing for employee and student housing; varsity athletics should not be the priority 
at this time. 

270. More thoughts building on elevated indoor track idea://////  

 

If the indoor track and ramp idea is not feasible, it would be great to have something like 
the hill at Empire Fields/Plateau Park in Vancouver Hastings for hill-training: 
http://playgroundsbc.blogspot.ca/2015/06/city -of-vancouver-empire-field-



 

 

 

 

berliner.html See 1:33 in video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eWGU-PmgVaM 
The hill comes with slides for users to slide down the hill instead of running or walking 
down which helps when the legs get shaky (see 2:08 in video).////Empire Fields page: 
http://vancouver.ca/home -property -development/empire-fields.aspx 

 

******************************************Updated post from Oct 
20/16**************************************************  

More thoughts building on the elevated indoor track idea://///  

1. In addition to or instead of having a staircase leading up to the elevated track, a ramp 
could be installed to lead up to the track or maybe two ramps on opposite sides/corners 
of the gym so users can run laps up and down the facility. Running on a ramp would 
mimic hill -training and having a ramp or "indoor hill" in the facility eliminates the hassle 
of finding a hill to run on. Some photos for the ramp idea: (1) 
http://bit.ly/2elt0Sb**********(2)http://bit.ly/2dSrvrb**********(3)http://bit.ly/2eb1RA
R*************(4)http://bit.ly/2enRNGO**************(5)http://bit.ly/2elxBno**********
*****(6)http://bit.ly/2dtsFrS************************(7)http://bit.ly/2eqiA1z************
*////  

2. An indoor track provides additional training space for teams (varsity, competitive, 
recreational) to run drills./////  

3. An indoor track could be used year-round and rented to groups when the outdoor track 
is in use for practice./////  

4. Could energy floors be installed under gym floors? 

**************************  

Some Canadian schools with indoor tracks: 

1. UBC-Okanagan http://camprec.ok.ubc.ca/facilities/gymnasium.html/////  

2. York University 
http://www.yorkulions.ca/sports/2013/4/12/GEN_0412134844.aspx?tab=torontotrack
fieldcentre/////  

3. U of Alberta https://www.ualberta.ca/phy sical-education-recreation/facilities/south -
campus/saville-community-sports-centre/////  

4. U of Toronto http://www.athletics.utoronto.ca/facilities.htm/////  

5. McGill  
http://www.mcgillathletics.ca/sports/2012/11/5/GEN_1105123818.aspx/////  

6. U of Calgary http://www.ucalgary.ca/activeliving/facilities/////  

7. U of Manitoba 
http://umanitoba.ca/faculties/kinrec/recreationservices/membership/features.html///
//https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EbMOuB6fQ34&feature=youtu.be/////  

8. McMaster https://rec.mcmaster.ca/facilities/indoor -track////  

9. U of Windsor http://www.uwindsor.ca/recreation -and-fitness////  

10. U of New Brunswick http://www.unb.ca/saintjohn/fitnessrecreation/facilities/  



 

 

 

 

11. UNBC http://www.unbc.ca/about-unbc/tour/northern -sport-centre/////  

12. U of Saskatchewan http://recservices.usask.ca/facilities/////  

13. U of Regina http://www.uregina.ca/kinesiology/facilities/indoor -facilities/indoor -
track.html/////  

14. U of Laval https://www2.ulaval.ca/en/future -students/campus-environment-
housing-transportation /sports.html////  

15. U of Waterloo http://www.warriortrackandfield.uwaterloo.ca/tf/facilities.htm////  

16. U of Sherbrooke 
http://www.usherbrooke.ca/sport/information/installations/pavillon -univestrie/stade-
interieur/////  

17. Dalhousie University 
https://at hletics.dal.ca/dalplex_memberships/membership_benefits/indoor-
track.html////  

18. University of Lethbridge http://www.uleth.ca/sportrec/content/1st -choice-savings-
centre-sport-wellness/////  

19. University of Guelph 
http://www.uoguelph.ca/campus/map/gryphonf ieldhouse/////  

20. Brock University https://brocku.ca/recreation -services/facilities-and-
hours/track////  

**************************  

Facilities in Vancouver area with an indoor track: 

1. Richmond Oval http://richmondoval.ca/facility/ice -courts-track/////  

2. Harry Jerome http://www.harryjerome.com/events/2016 -jerome-indoor-games/////  

3. Port Moody Recreation Complex 
http://www.portmoody.ca/index.aspx?page=43&recordid=172////  

4. Surrey Guildford Recreation Centre http://www.surrey.ca/culture-
recreation/1876.aspx////  

5. Langley Events Centre http://www.langleyeventscentre.com/facility/walking-
track/////  

 

***********************Original response from Oct 18/16******************  

I would really like to be able to use an indoor track for sprint training, perhaps an 
elevated indoor track in War Memorial Gym like at Georgia College & State University: 
https://georgiacollegestateuniversitystudentwellness.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/can
1182_n38_letter.jpg////  

or Portland State University: 

https://www.pdx.edu/recreation/s ites/www.pdx.edu.recreation/files/Indoor_track.jpg/
///  



 

 

 

 

 

An indoor track would be a nice to use for sprinting, running, jogging, or walking on rainy 
days and during the winter due to cold temperatures, versus running outdoors or using 
the current track and field oval space, and, in my opinion, it's more interesting than 
running on a treadmill. Having an indoor track at War Memorial Gym or the Student 
Union Building would be convenient because of proximity to changing room facilities, 
other recreational equipment and spaces, the bus loop for commuters, and academic 
buildings for students/staff/faculty short on time in between classes or lunch breaks. A 
wide staircase leading up to the elevated track could be used for running stairs.//// 

 

It would also be interesting to explore if foot traffic or other forms of kinetic energy could 
be converted into electricity by installing floor tiles under high-traffic areas like hallways 
or under an indoor track. Please visit these links to see examples of the idea://// 

Energy Floors: http://www.energy -floors.com/sustainable-energy-floor/////  

Energy Generating Pavement: http://inhabitat.com/energy-generating-pavement/////  

Pavegen: http://www.pavegen.com/what-we-do/////  

 

More examples of elevated indoor tracks: 
https://www.goo gle.ca/search?newwindow=1&rlz=1C1ASUT_enCA513CA513&biw=124
2&bih=589&tbm=isch&sa=1&q=elevated+indoor+track+campus&oq=elevated+indoor+tr
ack+campus&gs_l=img.3...199526.200607.0.200721.9.9.0.0.0.0.99.605.9.9.0....0...1c.1.64.i
mg..0.0.0.Cd-4UFkX2k0 

 

271. Based on the detailed explanations of option 1 and 2, it doesn't seem like it'll be an 
effective strategy to providing additional gym and equipment space to the every day 
student. There's 50,000+ people on the campus every day, and for myself, I can't be 
bothered to commute 20 minutes from my house to UBC to use the facilities because 
they're a) old, b) it's always crowded, and c) it's inconvenient. I tried to sign up for a 
volleyball intramural team this year with friends, way ahead of the deadline for 
registration, and we were already on the waitlist (and never got off of it). Lots of my 
friends are discouraged from attending the bird coop, or going to the SRC for drop ins 
because it has a reputation for being crowded. Whenever I show up to badminton drop 
ins, there's no courts, same for basketball. Although I don't live in Richmond, the Oval 
there is great. They've got everything you could need all under one roof, and the amount 
of SPACE there is is great. I honestly don't particularly care about the retention of 
anything historical about the building because it doesn't actually benefit me at all, 
however I respect that. I just want to feel like I attend a university that has nice facilities, 
which a basic reno/full reno doesn't do for me. 

272. Separating academic space from recreational/athletic makes sense to me  

273. Separating academic space from recreational/athletic makes sense to me   

274. I don't want to move thunderbird stadium near my house. 



 

 

 

 

275. Just build more space in the coop! The changing rooms are crazy overcrowded, there are 
never enough lockers, and the gym space itself is too small for the number of people and 
frequency of use.  

276. War Memorial is a staple to T-birds Basketball, and a full reno would bring some 
excitement and crowds to support the team. Building a world-class basketball training 
facility attached to it , which can only be found in the states right now  would elevate the 
level of youth and varsity basketball significantly. 

277. Changes should not affect the housing lifestyle that residents moved out to UBC for 

278. Please rebuild the gym. It is always crowded with long waits to use ANY machines. This is 
NOT sustainable especially since UBC is still growing. I actually don't feel comfortable or 
safe using the gym with so many people in such a small space and the lack of equipment 
doubles the time it takes to do a simple workout. 

279. Although I support the plan to demolish the existing War Gym building, I work in the War 
Gym and would not want to be shuffled off into the ground floor of the new GSAB 
building. The School of KIN needs its own building. Because I have worked in the War 
Gym for 4 years now, I know firsthand that it is not worth renovating. It  is very old and 
the upkeep very problematic. It's cold in the winter, there are pests like silverfish and 
mice around, especially in the basement. The washroom is cold and damp. It's just not 
worth the time or effort or money to try to salvage such a decrepit building. 

280. To ensure that the development of the university recreational facilities does not have a 
negative impact on the life of UNA residents. 

 

 

281. Preserve the integrity of the heritage buildings on campus. 

282. More relaxing and fun physical activities, like yoga or dancing. 

283. Additional gym facilities are needed to help relieve overcrowding at the Bird Coop.  Each 
of the above plans appears to provide that. 

284. While War Memorial has a strong place in the early history of the university, it is not an 
architecturally historic building.  Our attachment is emotion--as is the attachment of the 
greater Vancouver community to Empire Pool.  However, retaining either in their present 
forms is a band aid solution.  UBC is still a 21st century university that under performs in 
terms of the recreational and athletics facilities available to students.  A rebuild is the 
most effective option for delivering on UBC mission. 

285. no. 

286. We feel that "Option 3 - Relocate to Rashpal Dhillon Track & Field Oval " will have an 
unacceptably detrimental impact to the quality of life for residents of the Wesbrook 
Village and Hampton Place communities due to many factors including - increased 
volume of noise, increased footfall, potential traffic congestion and parking issues. As 
such we strongly oppose this option and will be prepared to challenge this on a formal 
basis if UBC decide Option 3 is the preferred option. 

 



 

 

 

 

We feel disappointed that the "Open Houses" held during October were held largely 
during "Office hours" with extremely short notice for the single early evening session. It is 
also a disappointment that any benefits for local residents, who are neither faculty nor 
students, appear to have been completely ignored. The strategy for engagement with local 
residents has been, in our opinion, not extensive enough and this is wholly unacceptable 
when the potential options being considered have significant negative impacts for the 
community. 

 

While it is understandable that the stadium be redeveloped in line with a strategy to 
improve facilities for UBC, this should not come at the cost of clear dis-benefits to 
7ÅÓÂÒÏÏË 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅ ÁÎÄ (ÁÍÐÔÏÎ 0ÌÁÃÅ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȢ !Ó ÓÕÃÈȟ ×Å ÓÔÒÏÎÇÌÙ ÏÐÐÏÓÅ Ȱ/ÐÔÉÏÎ σȱȢ 

287. While natural lighting is a plus, it is not essential to the matter of engaging in recreational 
activities.  Costs and the chaos of full-scale construction should be kept to a minimum (as 
there has not been any sense of serenity in and around this area of campus - the 
'recreational hub' area - for several years.  A basic, but thorough, rebuild is all that seems 
necessary. 

288. No mention is made of the existing SRC - I assume that it will be kept "as is" i.e. a mix of 
gym space and workout space. Any new facilities are therefore in addition to what SRC 
already provides. (at least for floor space and basic functions - I could see a case for 
having some workout facilities for "advanced" users - e.g. heavy weights -  others for 
aerobics etc.) 

289. Option 3 maximizes use of existing space with least detrimental impact to other spaces. 

290. The only option that we can support is option 1. It preserves a unique heritage complex, 
allows to develop housing in its proximity without compromising existing 
neighbourhoods and does not waste taxpayers and donors funds invested in previously 
built and fully operational facilities such as the oval, tennis bubble or skate park. Options 
3,4,and 5 are absolutely unacceptable from the perspective of their impact on Hampton 
and Hawthorn neighbourhoods and demonstrate UBC's total failure in the stewardship of 
resources. 

 

291. The over building and time and money spent on the new sports field must cost very 
dearly.  The developer has spent almost a year or more on this project.  We also see 
milions of gallons of water poured onto the exsisting fields, sometimes twice a day, even 
in a drought!  I would like to know if this is recycled water. 

292. It's difficult to make this recommendation without an understanding of the costs and 
feasibility of each of the options. 

293. The Dhillon track was built relatively recently; it is used by residents; it is pleasing to look 
at; it doesn't create a parking and traffic problem. The other fields, also relatively recently 
increased and well maintained is used by community groups, would be less appealing if 
Thunderbird stadium with crowds and parking problems would be somewhat 
intimidating to these groups. 

294. Developing the Recreational Hub is really a UBC academic decision and does not come 
with the issues of market housing previously discussed. I don't agree, however, that UBC 



 

 

 

 

should be looking for land to sell/lease to developers to fund these developments. That " 
land" may be needed  for academic expansion in the future. The business case has to look 
at tax-payer exposure and the potential for fund raising as was done with the Alumni 
Centre.  

295. Ȱ%ÎÓÕÒÅ Ôhat the development of university recreational facilities does not have a negative 
ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÏÆ 5.! ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȱ 

296. We need a full reno of a building to increase the work  out facilities/have more up to date 
equipment. 

297. The proposed locations of the Recreation Hub are not a concern. 

298. Keep it simple.  Preserve views and gardens and open spaces rather than overcrowd the 
campus.  Overcrowding will adversely affect the health of all members of the university 
community.  Better to have a clean, safe, friendly, beautiful campus for people to walk 
around than a glitzy ghetto filled with specialised indoor sports training cells. 

299. I chose the full renovation over the full rebuild since the WMG clearly needs an upgrade.  
However, I don't believe UBC should go to the expense of a complete rebuild because 1) I 
question to what extent the students need yet more gym facilities, and anyway there is 
surely space in the Nest and the old SUB for some of these facilities, and 2) more of the 
Endowment funds should go into meeting purely academic priorities, the University's 
FIRST duty.  I might add that my undergraduate alma mater, universally recognised as 
one of the leading universities in the world, gets by --including regularly producing 
Olympic medallists [and Nobel prize winners!]-- with far less plush athletic facilities.   

300. Again, we want an assurance that all things/facilities being explored/built here on the 
Endowment Lands do NOT HAVE a negative impact on the UNA RESIDENTS. 

20. What other comments do you have regarding the Spectator Hub options? 

# Response 

1. More seating! And shade.  

2. Again, these options involve sacrificing academic and recreational space (such as Osborne 
Gym) in favour of varsity athletics which is not a proper university function. 

3. It is a waste of money relocating a functional stadium.  

4. If the full extent of Option 5 cannot be accomplished I support Option 2 (short term) and a 
new Athletics Centre of Excellence in future when resources allow. 

5. I don't believe it should be a priority as not many students go the the games. The student 
rec facilities(new version of the bird coop - bigger, better) should be prioritized. 

6. Development in this area does not align with UBC's Core Academic Mission 

7. Locating a stadium nearer to the centre of campus (where there's less residential noise) 
makes sense (though I do wonder about the impact on Hawthorn). The location next to 
Doug Mitchell also makes sense as there's parking across the street. 

 



 

 

 

 

What shouldn't happen is the closure of Thunderbird ...this is a busy access road and needs 
to stay 'as is' 

 

 

 

8. The football stadium/program is what you build a campus culture around. Football games 
like homecoming bring students together like no other sport can.  

9. As I don't attend these events, I don't have a perspective to add. 

10. I'm afraid that there are more options than I can quickly evaluate at this time.  I'm not 
immediately familiar with place names on that part of campus and would need to spend 
more time than I have right now comparing maps and data across the 5 options. 

11. The stadium should not be moved closer to the other fields and buildings. It would close 
the open space of the fields and clog that area taking away from smaller sports and 
recreational users. 

12. We have to keep the Stadium accessible to the public.  Moving it would make it too far.  

13. What about the option of renovating the current stadium and having the centre of 
excellence on the tennis bubble site? 

14. Far too many of these options involve rebuilding and relocating existing venues, which 
would significantly increase the costs. Be responsible about costs, when the money could 
be better spent on other things. 

15. Option 4 would be the worst in terms of promoting health and wellbeing for students as it 
would remove some of the facilities that are actually available for students on a regular 
basis to make way for ones that really are not.  

16. I think having a track and a football stadium in the same facility is the preferable option, 
but concede that the current location of the Thunderbird Stadium is better, as it is situated 
in a natural bowl (better for player performance and spectator comfort). 

17. Very few people attend sports games at UBC, the libraries, classrooms, and study spaces 
are used by many more students. If you have to spend money spend it there.  

18. None 

19. We need more school spirit.  

20. I understand the desire to build the athletics culture at UBC, but I don't think a larger 
stadium will be financially sustainable over the next 50 years. The current stadium is 
wonderful, although it could use some renovations. 

21. Where the heck is this coming from? Have you not noticed the deferred maintenance 
problem across academic facilities? 

22. Relocating existing facilities seems like a costly and pointless option, the currents stadium, 
with a few upgrades is quite functional and this would not reduce other existent recreation 
facilities 



 

 

 

 

23. Don't rebuild Thunderbird --big waste of money.  UBC is not a football school and never 
will be. 

24. We don't need to spend money on spectator sports at UBC, but on health and fitness. There 
are plenty of pro-sport leagues in Vancouver for students to support. 

25. In my opinion, moving the stadium closer to Hawthorn Place neighbourhood (i.e.--where 
the Tennis Bubble currently sits) is unlikely to have the desired effect of creating a 
welcoming, vibrant space for spectators to gather and enjoy the games. I feel that there 
will likely be complaints from neighbours in that area which I know is already an issue 
where the stadium is currently located.  

Moving it there (particularly at the expense of several key amenities such as the skatepark 
and the tennis bubble) seems futile.  

26. Having to relocate the skate park and tennis facilities seems like one step forward and two 
steps back, and seems like a massive inconvenience for anyone that is currently taking 
advantage of these facilities. 

27. I have been to Thunderbird Stadium and I honestly don't see anything wrong with it. I 
understand updates may be needed but the location is great, the space is sound so why 
tear it down? 

28. I think that the spectator hub will only be successful if it is accessible to parking and 
transit with less than a 5 minute walk. Most of our in season varsity games take place in 
the winter when it is dark in the evening. People don't want a long walk on a dark rainy 
night. I think that the spectator hub would also benefit from having a sports pub as part of 
the building. If people can park their car, go for a beer/dinner and then attend a game it 
will be become a full night out!  

29. Building a new stadium does not make financial sense to me. How many spectators do you 
expect to attend in a new stadium? You have said nothing about the cost and proposed 
revenue for such a new facility. Allot of work should be done to inform us of the potential 
cost and disruption to the area's current functioning in both the short and long term for 
each option. How am I supposed to effective judge what's best without this information? 
Moreover, if you guys really want to build a new stadium, and intuition tells me you do, 
you better make some deals with the BC Lions, and the White Caps as well as get some 
summer concerts out here in the new facility. I have more ideas to share. Feel free to reach 
me by email ryanjohnhoward@gmail.com. 

30. It needs to be central to campus 

31. Moving the stadium sounds outrageously expensive.  Academic buildings are falling apart 
across campus. The stadium sees such little use relative to the academic buildings that it 
seems like the wrong priority until the heavily-used facilities are fixed up elsewhere. 

32. I wish you would take better care of the facilities that you already have--and not spend so 
much money building all-new facilities that you then don't maintain properly. 

33. Facilities like the skate park and tennis bubble are heavily used by everyone from casual 
skateboarders to professional tennis players. Thunderbird Stadium's location is fine, it just 
needs renovations and updates. It seems expensive and disruptive to move Osbo, the 
tennis centre, skate park AND basketball court. 



 

 

 

 

34. See answer to question 15. 

35. I think a lot more attendance could be generated with a new stadium and by positioning it 
closer to students and residents of the University in Wesbrook village. 

36. This seems like a waste of resources that could be better spent furthering the core 
academic mission of the university: teaching, education, and research. 

37. As with War Memorial, the limited fan attendance at football and soccer varsity games 
does not seem to require the large commitment of funds required to build a new stadium.  
The present stadium is sufficient for the uses to which it is put.   

38. Not able to assess 

39. I thought the Tennis bubble was replaced by the Tennis Center?  Why is the bubble still 
required? 

40. Consideration should be given to the academic units that neighbour the proposed sites, in 
particular the sensitivities of animal care facilities in the life sciences and pharmaceutical 
sciences sites - these research facilities would be highly impacted by ongoing construction 
activity in the area. 

41. I don't watch games, I just want to workout on campus. 

42. Building a stadium on top of Osborne when this is one of the only student recreation 
spaces? And a space used by local programs for young children? Isn't this hurting the 
average UBC student/faculty? 

43. I mean I guess there are people who like watching other people play games? 

44. $ spent on rebuilding athletic facilities are $ that UBC cannot spend on its core academic 
mission. While these facilities need refurbishment it should not come at the expense of 
rebuilding and refurbishing academic facilities that are in dire need. 

45. Making the spectator hub more central on campus would make it easier. As an aside, 
having UBC play some games off campus periodically would likely help generate 
community engagement 

46. I don't see the need fro moving the stadium, the other locations seem to be much smaller 
spaces and the relative increased accessibility from the new location would be negligible.  

47. This is for real estate development and selling condos to China. Enough already! 

48. The building of a new thunderbird stadium is the biggest waste of tuition money I can 
think of.  In my opinion it is unnecessary and a huge waste of resources that would benefit 
a very small subset of the ubc community.  

49. Putting the facility even FURTHER away from the heart of campus will make it LESS 
accessible.  Less accessible = less use.  

50. Clearly, your questions here need to provide more information. How can we tell which 
option builds a strong business case or embraces UBC's history? Wouldn't they all foster 
varsity excellence and promote health and wellbeing? Did anyone with academic training 
in surveying help you develop this survey? 

51. Option 4 which inserts the stadium into the academic core and disrupts the whole 
academic neighbourhood is not sound thinking.  Keep the stadium out of the core.  People 



 

 

 

 

who bought into the adjacent neighbourhoods knew a stadium was there when they 
bought their units so the stadium location should not be a surprise to them.  But it does 
make sense to move it to the Whit Matthews East Mall location, as per options 2 or 5. 

52. I think a properly built stadium that is planned for not only UBC events but the potential of 
hosting larger event will be great for the University. Please consider parking for the venue 
as transit is not a great option to getting to the university especially for weekend and 
evening events. 

53. A new Thunderbird Stadium should not the the University's highest spending priority, as 
the current stadium serves it's purpose well and is a big part of the UBC Sports Legacy.  

54. Many faculty members lack basic office space on campus. Any upgrades to campus 
infrastructure should begin here.  

55. By putting the stadium where the tennis bubble is, you'll create a lot of traffic headaches. 
The one nice thing about the location now is that it's relatively close to thunderbird 
parkade, and there's no competition with resident parking or the movement on campus 
that happens during class time. That said, it would be nice to have more amenities right 
beside the stadium. It would be nice for the residents that are close to the stadium, and 
they can sustain these businesses (ie restaurants, grocery stores), and when there's a 
game on, these places will be used even more with all the folks from off-campus visiting.  

56. UBC is a public school not a business. More condos on Whit Matthews Field will increase 
housing prices and attract more non-students to campus which is already a big concern 
among students. The university should be an environment for student and not retired 
foreigners. 

57. Option 4 seems most wasteful. 

58. Again, this survey is badly constructed and reflects no genuine choice. 

59. These proposals all tie together the Athletics Centre of Excellence and Stadium. There is no 
reason these need to be tied together beyond some walking distances which are irrelevant. 
50 years ago student parking lots were in these locations and students walked further to 
attend classes. ( both ways in the rain). If you need a Athletics Centre of Excellence, place it 
in the right spot which likely is Osborne center and tennis bubble. Without the anchor of 
Stadium the negatives about closing roads and accessing utilities are removed. The 
Stadium can remain where it is or moved to Whit Mathews field . You cannot move 
stadium next to either Hawthorn Place or Hampton Place neighbourhoods with noise 
profiles and congestion issues. I feel like I am being beaten to death with a pillow. The 
issue of expanding housing development does nothing to correct lack of recreational 
space.  

60. We don't need them  

61. Like I said earlier this sounds like a move primarily expand high end real estate 
opportunities at an institution of higher learning by reducing the land resources available 
to athletics and students and the community engaged in recreation on the adjacent fields. 
Moving Stadium because the bus stops are too far away is not a good reason (and I can 
promise you it is much less than a 10 minute walk). I also believe we have a very 
architecturally precious stadium that should be preserved. If more seating is needed 
perhaps additional stands should be placed on the empty side of the field. 



 

 

 

 

62. Does not serve the students as much as a decent rec centre 

63. Don't bother spending money on stadiums, few go see it. 

64. My comments here are reflected in my comments on the Thunderbird stadium section. 

65. No housing 

66. This university has no spirit or community. It is important to promote a sensation of 
belonging through sports. 

67. Why's it called the spectator hub?  Would the use be limited to spectator oriented 
programs only?  This doesn't seem appropriate. 

68. Focus the attention on academic learning space to support the Core Academic Mission. 

69. I have not seen any strong case for moving the sites of these facilities.  Moving existing 
facilities and/or newly upgraded facilities like the Athletics facility does not seem to be a 
good use of limited resources. 

70. Thunderbird might be a bit far off from most of the other places on campus, but that is fine. 
no need to relocate it. I know you have a lot of money laying around, but that is a bit 
excessive. 

71. You aren't providing me the opportunity to weight budget options with what could be a 
'good enough' option to address needs (as opposed to BEST addresses needs). This survey 
is too biased for me to provide valuable feedback.  

72. Moving the stadium brings it closer student areas and makes it easier to access and easier 
for students to attend. Placing it on Dhillon field would be good if Track could still be used 
and spectator events for the track could also occur within Thunderbird stadium.  

Centre for Excellence could also be home for training services relocated from War 
Memorial. 

 

73. I like the location of the football stadium, although I understand it needs serious 
renovations and would support a complete rebuild. I think the varsity athletes at this 
school deserve to have amazing facilities that represent the level of excellence expected 
from them (same idea for a rebuild of War Memorial Gym). I think the football stadium 
need to be redesigned with better seating, facilities for staff and the team etc. 

74. All the new stadium options are money poorly spent. 

75. UBC is NOT an NCAA school, and rightly so.  It is a big mistake to assume that bigger, 
fancier facilities will attract more donor $, and I am personally distressed that UBC might 
believe that donors will only give to sports-spectator facilities.  We are a university, first 
and foremost, and while sports are a lot of fun, they are not our central mission. 

76. none 

77. 12 

78. dont destroy space used by regular students. whats wrong with current stadium. also save 
that money. and fuck construction everywhere u walk.  



 

 

 

 

79. I do not want my tuition money going towards a new Thunderbird Stadium. Is that 
stadium ever over capacity. Work on filling seats up first before prioritizing a new venue 
that students won't even use. There is not enough school spirit to justify spending that 
much money. 

80. See comment to previous page 

81. Building a new stadium makes no sense (business or otherwise) at this point.  The stadium 
can be renovated as needed and is quite large given the student interest in events. UBC 
students mostly aren't interested in varsity sports.  For example, I think Storm the Wall, 
gets a much more enthusiastic response from students. Since Varsity sports are not of 
interest to most students they should not drive spending a lot of money.  Make do with the 
`aging' facilities.  Many academic facilities are more aged that the athletic facilities.   Strong 
research is of much greater interest to students.   

82. Get it as close to the campus and housing as possible. Get rid of the tennis bubbles because 
hardly any student get to use them.  

83. I think it is very important to make the space feel small (i.e. feel like you can get up close to 
the players) yet accommodate large crowds. I think that it is equally important to support 
the regular small crowd as the occasional large crowd since I find you get a better 
atmosphere when its a packet small space.  

84. Moving the stadium is just madness. How can this be financially responsible? I would need 
to see some very hard evidence to be convinced that this makes any sense. 

85. Option 4 makes the most sense in the creation of an additional athletic wellness specific 
space. It also may disrupt campus the least going forward. 

 

All things considered, the stadium needs to be closer to the heart of campus.  

86. Thunderbird stadium should be completely remodelled. There is so much space to add 
new seating all around field. Places you could add seat would be on the grass across from 
the original seating. Also in the south end zone there could be seating added to give the 
stadium more of a coliseum feeling. It could be the new student section. They do this at the 
University of Washington and at my high school in Bellevue Washington. It makes the 
crowd super intimidating and looks amazing. We just won a national championship so I 
think it is about time we upgrade to make our facilities look like those of national 
champions. 

87. I think, in my experiences working with UBC athletics for 3 years as an undergrad, that 
football would be better served by a more visible and accessible stadium. Putting it at the 
Track & Field Oval would give the stadium a prominent spot, and would be the gateway to 
the rest of campus.  

88. By locating a new Thunderbird Stadium where the current Track and Field Oval is, you 
create an immediate destination at one of the main entrances to campus. It also provides 
many facilities from the adjacent uses, and close commercial servicing from the grocery 
store etc.  

 



 

 

 

 

If the Track and Field Oval is moved to the Whit Matthews Field, you can maintain the 
history of the old stadium while recognizing the architects original intent for a Track and 
Field oval in this spot. The track would be well protected for weather, and could host 
additional facilities on the site adjacent to Whit Matthews Field.  

89. I don't understand why so much effort is being put into varsity athletics when only 12% of 
students actually identify or find community with the thunderbirds. You should instead be 
focusing on more exercise space for the average student, rather than taking our athletics 
and recreation fee to pay scholarships for varsity athletes.  

90. Unsure why it needs to be moved.. it is a good location, and has room for things being built 
around it. Seems like a waste of money to build a whole new stadium, vs adding more seats 
and businesses to the existing location. 

91. Relocating Thunderbird Stadium to a location that is closer to the more concentrated area 
of our campus would not only allow easier access for athletes, but for spectators as well. 
The current location is often deemed as "too far", and students feel that it is a chore to get 
there. Support for our Varsity athletics programs could be increased substantially. 

92. If preserving the history of the current Thunderbird Stadium is important, renovate it. 
Otherwise, build the new Thunderbird Stadium as close as possible to the center of 
campus (i.e. the Osborne location) so that our varsity Football, Soccer, and Rugby games 
are more accessible to the student body. 

93. It is important that new modern facilities be built to ensure a greater student, staff and 
community UBC experience.  Newer facilities will also help attract the best and brightest 
student athletes which will help enhance everyones experience at UBC athletic events.  
Certainly a new Thunderbird Stadium is badly needed as many other new facilities around 
the country have been built at other institutions giving them a definite edge in recruiting.  
UBC could learn from Laval University where state of the art facilities help make attending 
a major sporting event like a football or basketball game an event not to be missed.  It 
should be noted that a new Thunderbird Stadium facility  would also draw greater 
exposure, media and likely television coverage which could greatly benefit the University. 

94. It would be wonderful to have the stadium closer to other student space. 

95. We need to maintain as much green space for field use or other use in this area, is my 
opinion. If the aim is to make this the centre of the all things sports related then you need 
to maintain open green space rather than new building after new building. 

96. Great concept 

97. Far too expensive and inefficient to move Spectator Hub because you would have to spend 
enormous amounts of money tearing down and relocating functional and beautiful existing 
athletic facilities.  

98. The stadium needs to be more inclusive and specific for the varsity sports that utilize the 
site. Right now, the stadium is too far away and has an awkward, uncomfortable set up 

99. Moving the Stadium will inconvenience people living in the neighborhood (increased noise 
levels). Placing the stadium across the Thunderbird parkade is the worst of the five 
options. 

 



 

 

 

 

You should not build student housing in the location of the present Stadium building 
unless you add extra green space (forest) and amenities (stores, restaurant, etc)  to teh 
neighborhood. 

100. As a resident of Hawthorn Place, the noise from Thunderbird Stadium during events is 
already plenty audible.  If the stadium is moved to the current location of the Tennis 
Centre, the noise level at Hawthorn Place will certainly be intolerable.  The developer's 
claims that the noise from a facility just across the street will be no worse than the current 
location, a few blocks from Hawthorn Place, are just not credible.  UBC has for a decade 
incentivized faculty and other members of the university community to move on campus.  
To put a major sports event just across the street from a residential area would be an 
outrageous affront, and would certainly result in the destruction of this university 
community, as residents WILL flee the area.  Please be respectful of on-campus residents, 
and do NOT locate a major spectator facility in a residential neighbourhood! 

101. As a resident of Hawthorn Place, I am very concerned about increase in noise -- not just 
from the stadium but from motor and foot traffic on East Mall. The whole reason we 
moved up to UBC is because it's much quieter here than in other parts of the city. Living 
ri ght across the street from the stadium is NOT what we signed up for, and we might have 
to consider moving away from UBC if Option 4 is what you ultimately decide on. I am also 
very upset that I heard nothing about this until a chance comment from a neighbour clued 
me in. We really value our peace and quiet, and feel that we are already being patient, 
tolerant neighbours in putting up with the amount of noise that comes our way from the 
current stadium and the occasional student parties, festivities, and concerts. The current 
amount is plenty, thanks. We don't need the locus of noisemaking any closer to home. 

102. RARELY ATTEND EVENTS 

103. I don't use this facility so I do not have a strong opinion regarding this issue. 

104. Simple don't feel able to answer this 

105. It seems that moving the stadium to locations of pre-existing sports venues is a poor 
decision and would require translocation of other teams and groups while the 
construction was in process/be more expensive. This can't be the best way to foster 
community amongst the UBC community. The current location is not too far to be easily 
accessible and Whit Matthews Field offers more space for additional renovations without 
cutting anyone else out of their location 

106. Thunderbird stadium needs to be rebuilt, but it doesn't need to take up more space than it 
already has. Other than homecoming, there is never enough people to even come close to 
filling the stadium and taking over the skatepark/basketball courts is stupid. The skate 
park and basketball courts get used on a daily basis so much more than a stadium would 
ever get used at UBC. It really doesn't make sense to model UBC's projected spectator hub 
after a big NCAA school in the USA. Football at those american school brings in over $100 
million a year, so having a big stadium for spectators makes sense, especially when alums 
come back to watch every game, as well as the local neighbourhood being interested. 
That's just not part of the Canadian culture. As a UBC student whose brother, cousins, both 
parents, aunts and uncles all went to UBC, I am the only one who has ever been to watch a 
varsity sports team play. It's a waste of resources that could be put to updating lab 
equipment or studio space for academic uses on campus. What UBC has right now in terms 



 

 

 

 

of a "Spectator Hub" is good enough for the one game a year that actually has more than 
parents and friends attending (Homecoming).   

107. To replace and relocate so many operational facilities, such as in option 4, just feels so 
wasteful, trivialising the changes as if you were just moving game pieces about on a board. 
It's not a good example to be setting for a society in such drastic need of a change to save 
the environment in which we all live. 

108. I do not see the justification for relocating the stadium. The funds required of such an 
operation can be better spent on enhancing the students' academic and health needs. 

109. Combine track & field, soccer, baseball football and Rugby into ONE facility with decent 
seating options. far too many mini -stadiums. 

110. Options 3, 4 and 5 would have devastating effects on either Hampton or Hawthorn 
communities - or both. It is profoundly sad to see that the university would even put them 
on the table, in a total disregard of the community.  The noise, light pollution and 
traffic/parking impact would be intolerable under these scenarios and would make 
housing developments designed and marketed by UBC as belonging to a quiet academic 
community at the heart of a sports complex.  Many of the residents are strong supporters 
of UBC Athletics but locating a large stadium a stone-throw away from a residential 
community would totally change the quality of life in these UNA neighborhoods. Option 4 
has an added insult of diverting all Wesbrook traffic onto East Mall - which already is a 
very busy street during rush hours. I also have a huge problem with options 3, 4 and 5 
which all require demolishing relatively new sport facilities. Having supported in the past 
UNA contributions to developments such as the skate park, I would be hard pressed to 
ever again endorse similar contributions knowing that UBC has not been a good steward of 
such investments and has allowed for a dismantling of newly built facilities simply because 
of a "change of plans". This approach not only demonstrates lack of respect for public 
contributions, but also a disregard for environmental sustainability (with each 
demolition/new -construction negatively contributing to the carbon blueprint).  I cannot 
imagine why any donors would want to make future contributions to UBC sport venues if 
the Dhillon track and filed oval were to be demolished just a few short years after the 
facility has been built. 

My strongly preferred option is Option 1 - particularly that it allows to maintain a heritage 
facility . We do not have many such facilities at UBC and  

the existing stadium has a unique heritage value. It also is the least invasive option with 
respect to the impact of the noise, light pollution or traffic on the existing neighbourhoods. 
It still allows for  new housing to be developed, allowing those who move into this area to 
consciously accept the proximity to a sport facility, rather than being forced to accept it - 
as would be in the case of scenarios 3, 4, and 5.  

Option 2 is the least problematic of the suggested alternatives - although it would move 
the stadium directly adjacent to East Mall, which already suffers from significant 
challenges related to traffic/parking. The relocation would also destroy a heritage building 
and situate the stadium in a more open area - with a stronger noise transmission to 
Hawthorn, Hampton and even some of South Campus areas. 

Considering the fragile relationship that UBC has had with its UNA constituents over the 
past several years, the lack of trust triggered by the absence of meaningful consultations 
with respect to the past developments of the athletic fields,  I sincerely hope that the new 



 

 

 

 

President and the renewed Board will take this opportunity to turn the page on the past. 
Given the current governance model of the UNA, the taxes that residents pay to the 
university, and the key role that the university plays in deciding about the welfare of our 
neighbourhoods, this is an excellent opportunity for the UBC governing bodies and the 
Executive to demonstrate that they take their responsibility for our community seriously 
and discharge it with our best interest in mind. Please reject options 3,4, and 5 outright 
and let the community know that we do not have to fear these alternatives! Thank you for 
your consideration. 

111. For the accessibility about walking distance form parking lot contradicts the benefits of 
prospective carless residents in prospective housing properties. Most of the events hosted 
in the stadium are not meeting the capacity by a huge percentage.  

112. The idea of moving the stadium so close to residential areas is insane. Secondly, adding 
traffic load to the already busy Thunderbird road and an already difficult intersection 
would be irresponsible. 

113. Location of the Stadium should take into account the noise factor and its current location is 
far enough away from housing (minimal impact) 

114. Thunderbird stadium is holding up very well, renovating is the bet option, not building a 
new one. Especially since changing location will disrupt other sport facilities. I do however 
think something should be out at the Whit Matthews field.  

115. Thunderbird stadium existing location is unique and attractive.  Relocating would put too 
many facilities concentrated in one location.  It is also important to be sensitive to the 
overall attractiveness of the campus and creating a "city of spectator sports facilities" 
would seriously alter the remaining open spaces available on campus.  A sensitive 
improvement and modernization of the existing location preferable and would also have 
the least impact on resident neighbourhoods (I am an ex resident of UBC). 

116. As a student in the School of Kinesiology the Osborne centre is one of the key facilities that 
I utilize everyday. Taking away academic space from Kin students would be a mistake. 
Especially since is the Kin students who take the greatest advantage of the Rec facilities. At 
least build a new Kinesiology building before destroying the old ones.   

117. The noise and traffic impacts for all options other than the first are significant, regardless 
of your "acceptable" levels, in comparison to the current situation. The current location is 
perfectly suited to the current uses of the Thunderbird Stadium: 

- The surrounding academic and community spaces are protected from noise. 

- Traffic for events does not interfere with the primary bus routes on Wesbrook Mall. 

- The setting shows off the natural beauty that sets UBC apart, as well as having a southern 
exposure. 

- Pedestrian access to the stadium directly down Main Mall provides a setting for UBC pep 
rally parades. 

- The stadium is still easily within a 5 min walk from all other Spectator Hub Facilities and 
is closer to Totem, Thunderbird, and Orchard Commons residences. 

- The parcel of land provides more space for athletics activities than the other options. 

 



 

 

 

 

It is obvious that other options are contrived to make relocation seem viable for reasons 
other than a the obviously greedy land grabbing for real estate development scheme that 
this is. Build a sound business case using the revenue from the ongoing land development 
in existing neighborhoods and building modest facilities that meet real needs instead of 
trying to fund the best of the best dream facilities. 

118. I think it is key to leave the stadium close to where it is as the corner of wesbrook/16th is 
already busy enough. Whether you upgrade the stadium or build beside the existing 
stadium and then add housing, both would be good considerations for residents and users. 
Option 5 provides the added bonus of the Athlete Centre of Excellence. 

119. Another option should be moving Thunderbird stadium to the East side of war memorial 

120. I oppose Options 4 and 5. 

121. Thunderbird Stadium has been host to a number of great events and still provides a really 
cool venue to watch a football game.  The actual seating needs to be upgraded forsure, but 
I feel like the venue and location are outstanding.  It would be a shame to move it.   

122. IT IS NOT A PRIORITY TO MOVE ROUND EXISTING 'SPECTATOR HUBS'. INSTEAD, UBC 
SHOULD FOCUS  ON WHAT NEW FACILITIES ARE NEEDED (A NEW FITNESS CENTRE) 
AND ASK THE STUDENTS. 

123. These are very complicated questions 

124. Given the relatively low turnout at games, I'm not too worried about building a big 
spectator hub 

125. I feel as though I am not as qualified to address this concern as other members of the UBC 
community, but I feel as though just a renovation of both the stadium and Osborne would 
allow for the academic integrity to be maintained via academic programs being improved 
in the Osborne learning centre, while the varsity excellence would be enhanced with a fully 
renovated with upgrades stadium   

126. I like the Rashpal Dillon Location because it helps to connect the rest of campus with the 
new Wesbrook village area. Also it's a much more visible location and more easily 
accessible by transit.  

127. Completely renovate the Birdcoop. Too many students are using the space and it's getting 
very difficult to use. The university needs to focus on the health of all the students, staff 
and faculty. Having better facilities to exercise would really benefit everyone, rather the 
smaller number of UBC athletes.  

128. We need to upgrade and design Thunderbird Stadium to be much more functional.  

129. A spectator hub needs to be placed closer and more conveniently for student access and 
promotion of varsity sports. Keeping the stadium on the far south side of the fields would 
seem like an inefficient placement. 

130. A Parkade would need to implemented in to the Develpment plans. 

131. The Thunderbird Stadium is accessible, yet remote enough not to cause interference with 
campus traffic during events. It could use renovations and upgrades, but relocating is not 
necessary. 



 

 

 

 

132. As long as the stadium is more centralized and showcased in a better location, it would be 
an improvement. The more centralized athletics is, the better. If things are showcased in 
areas that are easy to access on foot, or with ample parking, it puts the stadium in a better 
place. closer to the varsity gym and sports medicine center would be beneficial as well. 

133. In Option 3, I was wondering why the oval would have to be moved? It can't be 
constructed like the main stadia for Olympic games, with the inner field which could be 
used for field events/football, and the outer track area for track events. Seems a bit crazy 
to build a stadium on the site of the oval and move the oval.  

134. I am not an active spectator of sport events on campus, but in general basic retrofit and 
upgrade of the current location of the stadium will cost less to the University, yet preserve 
tradition and history, and will not incur extra cost to eradicate existing facilities that 
already have enough fans and participants in their fitness/sports schedules. 

135. Moving the stadium is ridiculous!  What a huge expense and hassle!  It's in a fine location.  I 
live very close to it and the noise from games is negligible and, honestly, is a welcome 
reminder that we live on a vibrant campus. 

136. Connection to parking and transportation is critical to build attendance. 

137. The stadium being in the osbourne area is a lot more central in campus and will make it 
easier for the student body to attend varsity events.  

138. The stadium is rarely even close to half capacity and functions perfectly fine for current 
needs. A new stadium would be a costly addition that drains resources that could be 
focused on athlete development and on general student recreation and fitness facilities.  

139. Presently, having Thunderbird Stadium in its current position limits the some of the 
attendance of the sports who play games there.  The stadium is about a 15-20 minute walk 
from the heart of campus and about a 10-20 minute walk from public transportation 
(depending on where you are commuting from).  Having the stadium and a Athletics 
Centre for Excellence together on Thunderbird Blvd will most likely increase attendance 
due to its closer proximity to campus and further fosters an upcoming Varsity program.  In 
terms of Strength and Conditioning, the Varsity Weight Room is in a  decent enough 
location where it is easily accessible to all athletes, however, on game days, having the 
stadium away from the Athletics Centre will limit the possibilities for both the athletes and 
staff. 

140. Considering an option other than renovating current stadium is just too challenging for a 
whole host of reasons. There are opportunities to partner with other parties to make it a 
multi -purpose facility to generate revenue and make it accessible to users other than the 
football team.  

141. Waste of money. 

142. I feel that the current location with a full renovation would be the most feasible, and the 
current location is large enough. An adjacent Athletic centre on the Whit Matthews field 
would make sense for varsity athletes, though the tennis bubble location is preferable for 
attending classes. 

 



 

 

 

 

143. Leave it alone, renovate it as needed, do not sell UBC's heritage to developers again and 
again....... 

144. I have never been in Thunderbird Stadium, but I do know that the noise from it is 
disruptive to neighbouring homes.  I did not pick any of the options because I perceive that 
none of them will make good neighbours.  This is not NIMBYISM at the expense of the 
students and varsity excellence, but if you expect to attract more families, students, faculty, 
and staff to live on campus, this will need to be fully addressed. 

145. It would be great to have all the varsity facilities with in close walking distance. It would 
continue to build momentum that our varsity program has gained in the past few years, 
fostering further success in varsity athletics. It would also be great from a business/media 
point of view. Also, as a student athlete I would attend more varsity games from other 
teams. 

146. First and foremost - this is a terrrible survey. How can a "none of the above" option be 
followed up with "which option does not support the option"? This was not field tested - it 
is self serving and does not make sense.  Do you really expect alumni to waste their time 
on this? ...... is that the guiding principle of "building a sound business case"?  Do your 
homework! 

 

Secondly - the most important principle is academic mission. So, whatever needs to be 
answered so that it is prioritized always, that would be what I pick- but I can't because the 
survey is so poorly worded. Shame on you.  

 

I think the principle of sustainability is missing - maybe it's part of the business case?  

I think the priority should be academic buildings upgraded prior to any recreational 
facility - rebuild some of the academic buildings first (try the maths' department- it's old 
and the bathrooms leak and ceilings are falling down).  

I think academic buildings need consideration before any of the recreational facilities - the 
first and most important principle is academics, and the majority of students come to UBC 
for education (not sports). Tell them to go for a run in the woods - cheaper, gets them good 
air, encourages use of the endownment lands, and frees up money for academics.  

147. Option 3 puts the stadium too much into an already very busy school/residential area and 
will not improve the health and wellbeing of residents. Its cost at $85M does not make a 
good business case. 

 

Option 1 - Having the stadium where it is makes it very accessible and serves the 
community well. Option 1 price tag also makes this option most attractive and feasible. 

148. Not informed enough to comment & really only concerned about baseball usage.  

149. I think the biggest concern is that we should not have to worry about private residents 
trying to block things like concerts and events like homecoming just because they moved 
next to a stadium. currently, people who live next to thunderbird stadium chose to move 
next to a stadium where concerts and football games are regularly held, and could have 
chosen not to do so. if you were to move the stadium, residents may be able to say they 



 

 

 

 

were there first. The stadium must first and foremost serve the needs of students, and this 
includes concerts and events like homecoming being able to continue without hindrance 
from unaffiliated residents. 

Having said that, moving the stadium onto westbrook would make more sense in terms of 
campus engagement, as it brings it closer to other student facilities and makes access 
easier for events like homecoming and concerts 

150. I wouldn't want it moved father away because it already is far enough away from 
everything on campus  

151. All of these questions feel like leading questions. You provide answers and then ask 
questions that lead to those answers. Any results from this seem self-fulfilling to generate 
a false demand. 

152. Whit Mathews field is currently dirt and not an actual field therefore it makes sense to 
move the Arena 

153. A stadium is extremely disruptive to the neighborhood it is located in. DO NOT PUT IT 
CLOSE TO ANY EXISTING NEIGHBORHOODS. KEEP IT WHERE IT IS. 

154. In option 3, it seems like an extra step to move the relatively recently built track and field 
oval to Whit Matthews field in order to accommodate a new Thunderbird Stadium 
location; it appears simpler and less disruptive to move the stadium to Whit Matthews 
field.   

There would be increased traffic in the Hampton Place neighbourhood, as spectators are 
probably going to look for street parking on Hampton Place before paying to park in the 
further away Thunderbird Parkade; perhaps moving to permit street parking would help 
to address this?   

In both options 2 and 3, the noise analysis shown doesn't extend into the Wesbrook Village 
area south of 16th Ave, but it looks like they could potentially have considerable noise 
with either of those options. 

With option 1, the current stadium is really not that far from the Spectator Hub, so does 
that need to be a big consideration? 

155. Consideration of noise abatement should be taken very seriously. 

156. Suspect that replacing the thunderbird stadium is a precursor to developing high rise 
condos there. 

 

Also, it seems rather  a waste of funds to replace the stadium site since extensive work was 
done in the past two years to replace the lighting, build a new parking area, and build the 
"Academic " building for the football team. 

157. Option 4 involves the most re-location of facilities other than Thunderbird Stadium. Other 
varsity teams and the School of Kinesiology's academic space should not be put at risk for 
re-location or integration as this lessens the identity each group has. The School of 
Kinesiology has still been offered the same square footage in the new Centre of Excellence, 
but this means the School no longer has its own buildings, and potential for expansion. 

158. These questions are unclear and a bit confusing 



 

 

 

 

159. N/A 

160. The worst thing about T-Bird stadium is that you are so far away from the sports as a 
spectator. 

Make it a football and soccer stadium.  Get the crowds up close to the action by bringing 
the stands closer to the field.  Bring national and international events in.  

Can do a much better job of creating the feeling of community when at these events, that's 
what stadiums should do. 

161. IT WOULD BE SO GREAT but where do the kin students go when Osborne isn't there? We 
are already lacking proper education space. 

162. I don't know enough about Thunderbird Stadium, even though I've been here for four 
years.  I'll leave that to you to interpret it., perhaps it's that our sports teams are so 
neglected? 

163. I haven't participated in any sports there yet so I'm probably not the best feedback option 
for this. 

164. I do not feel that anything more than basic renovations at the Thunderbird stadium is 
necessary, especially if it comes at a cost to the tennis and skateboard facilities. 

165. Please do not do any more renovations 

166. Varsity sports should not be a priority. The least expensive option should be used here. We 
should spend money in areas that impact the health and wellbeing of all students on 
campus. 

167. As a Kinesiology student at UBC, I feel that building an entirely new stadium where we 
already have facilities such as Osborne and the Tennis Bubble would be making the 
restructuring of the stadium harder than what it needs to be. The current location of the 
Thunderbird Stadium I find is fine for students, faculty, varsity and community members 
as it is still in the general area of campus where the sports and recreation fields are 
located, without disrupting the current fields and facilities. I have only used the stadium to 
watch varsity football games or attend the 2016 AMS Block Party, but I find that the 
renovations and improvements that need to be done for the stadium can be done within 
it's current location to help save money and avoid needing to replace and disrupt multiple 
facilities on campus.  

168. While option 4 involves a lot of construction,  bringing the stadium closer to the heart of 
campus is best for the community. 

169. Buildling housing complex next a spectator hub sounds more and more like and "athletes" 
village where young families/students are unlikely to be happy living (but they will, of 
course, since house is so expensive).  

Significantly removes a large part of UBC's Green Spaces. 

170. Dont think we need to move thunderbird - lets put that money to something easier and 
better 

171. Again, this is a very obviously biased questionnaire, leaving out a critical question related 
to living at UBC:"Which Spectator Hub option do you feel LEAST addresses preserving the 
integrity of the adjacent residential neighbourhoods?" 



 

 

 

 

172. I like how the current stadium is away from the main hub of campus as I feel like a 
building of that size takes away from the feeling of "home" that I get when walking through 
campus. 

173. The current location of Thunderbird Stadium is not significantly removed from the 
Spectator Hub.  

 

The creation of Recreation vs. Spectator Hubs creates a false dichotomy that does not 
promote the development of recreational facitilies for the use of the University 
community. 

 

Exchanging the locations for the Dhillon field for the TBird stadium isolates Track and 
Field for no good reason.  The track is used by citizens and students on a recreational 
basis, while the stadium is not.   

 

The placement of the Stadium across from Hampton Place adds to hazards of drawing 
more traffic and pedestrians into the 16th Ave./ Wesbrook area, which is already poorly 
planned in terms of the round- about, access to South Campus development, and the new 
School on 16th Ave.   It is evident that traffic flow to South Campus was inadequately 
planned and is already causing difficulty.  

 

Similarly, access to and from Hampton Place is already difficult and dangerous, and has 
been made worse by the recent changes in access to the "Spectator Hub" from Wesbrook.  
This will be even worse when the Soccer Pavilion is finished. 

 

The noise, lights, traffic, and parking  from the stadium would put an unreasonable burden 
on the residents of Hampton Place.   

 

Environmental and sustainability principles are not mentioned in your Guiding Principles, 
and they clearly should be.  Renovating T-Bird in place and not tearing up the current 
Dhillon Field would be the most environmentally responsible option.  

 

 

174. If you ask a student who goes to a gym that is not the Birdcoop, "Why you don't go to the 
Birdcoop?", almost every time, they will tell you "it's too crowded." 

175. It's ridiculous that UBC keeps tearing down our green spaces to put up residences, 
apartments, and other non-academic buildings. In the last five years at UBC, all of my 
favourite parks and spots have been torn up.  

 



 

 

 

 

I am all in favour of renovating these stadiums (War Memorial, Thunderbird Stadium), but 
I fear most that whatever land which IS NOT used for these projects will be then turned 
into other construction sites, rather than left as the precious green space on our campus. 

 

UBC is revered for its natural beauty -- its nature, trees, and canopies. Even throughout my 
5 years of undergraduate studies at UBC, I've seen that slowly be diminished, and I have 
lost not only respect for UBC, but have also lost much of my utility and appreciation for 
being on campus.  

176. We don't need spectator sports. We are not a sports franchise. We are not an American 
university. 

177. I feel that as UBC strives to be a world class institution and community, it will also need 
world -class (or at the bare minimum, among the best in Canada) facilities. Renovations of 
existing facilities will certainly not get us to that level.  

 

One the complaints I commonly hear about UBC is that the campus us too spread out, and 
that there is a lack of community/school spirit. Orienting the campus with the hub concept, 
and centralizing all spectator facilities would be a great way to lay the foundation to 
resolve these issues. UBC already has some of the best building blocks to becoming a truly 
unique and exceptional university and community, and is excelling in many aspects 
already but many of the athletic facilities are far from being on the same level. The entire 
university community needs a compelling reason to come together, feel connected, and 
demonstrate the pride they have for being a part of a world class university - and I believe 
that best in-class facilities in a more optimum location on campus can help foster those 
things. 

 

I was the Recruiting Coordinator for the varsity Track & Field team for four years and I can 
attest to how much of an influence facilities have in recruiting top tier student-athletes - 
especially ones that are considering going to the NCAA. UBC has taken some great strides 
in recent years to catch up with the new Doug Mitchell Arena and the Smith & Laycoe 
Varsity gym along with the integration of sports psych, nutrition, research etc... These are 
the things that top-tier student-athletes are looking for, and creating a centre of excellence 
to build on this can catapult UBC into becoming a global powerhouse for sport 
performance.  

178. Seems like option 2 is the simplest - the land is available (nothing needs to be moved or 
rebuilt).  Traffic to and from the stadium could be routed around the existing Hawthorn 
place neighbourhoods. 

179. In the option where the current stadium is renovated, is the new Centre of Excellence still 
planned - what will it contain and where will it be built? 

180. You must keep Thunderbird stadium in its current location. there is not sufficient space in 
other suggested locations. It is a large walkable campus and the distance difference is not 
very far. there is no sound reason to try to get all varsity activities in same location. It will 
be too busy and congested. the football stadium is in a good location now. Improve the 
current facility  



 

 

 

 

181. I am not familiar enough with the location of the options above to make an informed 
comment. 

182. I feel as though tearing down any already existing UBC facilities that are in perfect 
operational order to replace them with a new stadium is a waste of time and money. 
Though to create a better venue and better varsity experience, a new stadium should be 
built.  

183. Keeping the Football down below always leaves additional options for the adjacent fields 
to be used again for the future.  Football is a destination sport as students will walk down 
to the field for a game, but some other sports are best held in an area where there's more 
visibility.  

 

184. I believe Option 3 is best because it concentrates major facilities (baseball, football 
stadiums) near a main intersection (Westbrook & West 16th) which increases visibility 
while keeping the venues a good distance from projected market housing developments. 
Any plan that puts a major sports/concert facility near projected housing invites more 
noise complaints in the future. Option 3 is not the most expensive and also does not 
require closure of Thunderbird Blvd. nor the removal of skate park and basketball court 
space which are beneficial recreation spaces currently. 

185. This has been a very frustrating set of questions to answer given that we were not given a 
map of the numerous sites that you are proposing as alternative locations to relocate 
Thunderbird Stadium 

186. Hard to imagine options without a map. 

Wondering whether Osborne will have to be removed anytime soon 

What is the most financially viable option? 

187. Option 3: Relocate to Rashpal Dhillon Track & Field Oval will very negatively affect nearby 
neighbourhood such as Hampton place.  

188. I don't see how moving facilities around, with its incumbent huge expense, would serve 
UBC in any sensible way.  Besides, moving a huge stadium catering to huge spectator 
crowds will impact on the quality of daily living in the neighbourhood residents.  Have this 
been seriously considered and consulted? 

189. As one of the original owners (24 yrs) in Thames Court in Hampton Place, we purchased 
our property knowing there were playing fields adjacent on Wesbrook, and that there was 
a bus route, the Fire Hall and the RCMP station.  Subsequently, the Fraternity houses were 
added and have been an ongoing problem with noise, broken glass and garbage in the 
neighbourhood.  Weeknights and weekends have also been a problem for Hampton 
residents with the free parking of participants and spectators of field activites.  They park 
in Hampton Place then throw their garbage and empty alcoholic cans and bottles on our 
boulevards.  We have put up with the daily noise and mess and neighbours are constantly 
picking up debris.  A stadium would impact our property values considerably and parking 
is a huge problem. 

When the Promontory was built, the owners knew about the stadium as did the 
subsequent Hawthorne residents.  It is a Heritage structure, built by Vladimir Plavsic, a 
UBC Architect, and it is important to keep it and fully upgrade it.  It is in a magnificent 



 

 

 

 

setting.  It also makes sense financially as per the options.  There is parking in that area as 
well.  Affordable rental housing should be put on the Whit Matthews Field, perhaps with a 
huge underground garage for event parking for both Thunderbird and the baseball 
stadium. 

 

190. There isn't a good encough spectator base to justify the move. Better teams as opposed to 
facilities will generate a bigger fan base. 

191. I think the current location of the football stadium is in a poor location and does not foster 
school spirit or ease of access for spectators.  

192. Track and Field across Hampton Place is very useful, very important place for UBC-
students and all the residents around. It is highly used tracking field not only for sport 
activities but also by lots of residents from all over the campus area for exercise. We 
strongly oppose any idea of building stadium there. What we do not understand is why 
there is need of moving Thunderbird stadium from its current location at the first place. It 
is located at very appropriate location, easy access right next to the marine drive, isolated 
where it does not cause any nuisance and noise to residential area. Moving it across 
Hampton place, right in the middle of the residential area, will create big noise pollution 
and disturbance to all the residents around. We hope UBC recreation understands our 
viewpoint and decides on different location for moving Thunderbird stadium and leave 
track and field alone where it is. Thanks. 

193. If the stadium is moved, UBC could explore re-purposing the existing stadium lands into a 
residential project. The stadium lands are a vary valuable piece of residential property due 
to its locations and views. 

194. There are many millions required to realize this Option 3. My opinions are based solely on 
the ability to generate sufficient capital to complete the full option not just the re-location 
of T-Bird Stadium. I would not favour this Option 3 if the sole outcome was a relocated 
Stadium and Oval. The other facilities must be completed also. 

195. If UBC wants to be considered a top athletics school in Canada and in North America, 
serious investment in athletics facilities that will be useful well into the future is vital. 
Other programs should not be neglected, but this should be a priority.  

196. By not spreading varsity resources and facilities across campus there will be a more 
cohesive varsity community that can better advocate for spectator interest and their 
specific needs as programs on our campus.  

197. N/A 

198. The athletes centre of excellence should be better located closer to the core of 
Thunderbird Park.  It can be separate from the stadium.  The Stadium is a large above 
ground 

facility and would be very imposing on any location within the existing Thunderbird Park 
core area.  Thus the location on the field next to the current stadium presents good 

aesthetics along with a good business case and brings the stadium closer into the core of 
existing facilities.  With an open side facing east into Thunderbird Park, this presents 

a better inclusive site line. 



 

 

 

 

199. I fully support a combined stadium and Athletics Centre of Excellence, preferably located 
near parking and transit.  If located anywhere else, it will be difficult to draw attendance to 
indoor sports during the winter months. 

200. Destroying a good tennis centre that has facilitated world class event such as the Davis Cup 
is idiotic. Do the seismic upgrades to the current underused stadium. No condos please.  

201. While yes, Thunderbird stadium undeniably needs an upgrade, the facility is adequate in 
its current space. Re-locating it to a more central location would make varisty games more 
accessible but I believe that funds would be better allocated to a recreation hub that would 
benefit everyone in their day to day lives.  

202. I cannot believe that you even look at moving the stadium to recently and ongoing 
renovated sports fields.   

203. Any projected facility should be located away from residential areas whose residents' 
wellbeing would be badly affected by stadium events.  These residents include students, 
faculty and staff.  Construction of sports arenas hosting hundreds of spectators would 
create seriously harmful noise and congestion, traffic disruption and aggravation.  This 
would create ill feeling on campus, resentment and disharmony.  The most suitable 
location should be adjacent to the present stadium, relatively removed from residential 
areas. 

204. Rebuild of Thunderbird stadium at all seems entirely unnecessary and a poor decision 
economically.  Rather, I feel it would be a much better option to establish facilities in the 
surrounding area that are of use to the entire student body eg. a considerably larger fitness 
centre, squash courts..etc.  Anything that is of use to entire student body in a productive 
manner (rather than spectatorship, for many) would be a much better option 
than...building another football stadium. 

205. I live at Hampton Place - aNy new large sports development at the track and oval will, no 
doubt, adversely affect the value of my home.  THE INCREASES PEDESTRIAN AND 
VEHICULAR TRAFFIC AT EVENTS WILL BE HORRENDOUS! WE DO NOT NEED NIGHT 
FLOODLIGHTS EITHER... 

206. I am against the relocation of a Spectator Hub, if there must be one, to the Rashpal Dhillon 
Track & Field Oval.  First of all, I believe this it is wasteful to tear up facilities and relocate 
them when they have barely just been built. I also believe that a large stadium across the 
road from Hampton Place, with a large population of retirement age individuals will be 
highly disruptive to this community, making life quite unpleasant for them and possibly 
also reducing their property values.  It will introduce high traffic in an already busy, and 
often unsafe, area for traffic, extra noise, and light pollution.  It also removes a track and 
field oval that is used by local schools for intramural activities - albeit, I understand that 
the proposal is to relocate it.  All in all, I can't fathom why UBC would think this a sound 
business proposal. It seems exceedingly wasteful of resources to me, and has the added 
disadvantage of being highly disruptive to local residents.  I see no added value in this 
proposal that a full renovation of the existing stadium would not bring, and with greater 
cost-effectiveness as well. 

207. As a resident of UBC housing directly across the street from the proposed location for the 
stadium in option 4, the change in noise levels and traffic around our building are my 
biggest concerns. This option also puts the stadium in very close proximity to a number of 
university neighbourhood buildings and may increase noise disruption to these 



 

 

 

 

properties. Thunderbird Boulevard is also a major transportation corridor for local 
families from home to school (Norma Rose Point) and I wonder how Option 4 would affect 
this and the ease by which they can walk or bike on a relatively quiet street to and from 
school.  I would encourage the university to consult directly with these residents if this is 
one of the options that is seriously considered going forward. 

208. Do not build a New stadium.  Do not renovate the existing stadium ...Remove it ...  and give 
the land to Bob Lees development group for a few slim high rises on the edge.    

From the land sale finance a new indoor multi plex at 16th and Westbrooke 

209. It is in a location that is a "go to" location, it need not be a high visibility location. Because 
of its special use, retain its great location and great design 

210. The current location is unique in it accessibility to students while having least impact on 
current residential living. The stadium is surrounded in large part by the Botanical Garden, 
W16 and parkland/UBC farms. I live nearby on campus and can verify that the noise from 
the stadium is loud and impacts to the quality of living of neighboring residences. Moving 
the stadium to more central locations would decrease the quality of living of current 
residential housing. Since UBC has chosen to invite long-term housing on campus, UBC 
should take responsibility for maintaining he quality of life of this population. Why isn't 
this one of the guiding principles directing UBC policy? 

211. Your questionnaire and your arbitrary pronouncement of "Guiding Principles" is flawed, as 
one of the guiding principles MUST be the avoidance of impact to existing adjacent 
residential development, and none of the "Guiding Principles" even permits consideration 
of this aspect. 

212. I don't have an opinion on the spectator hub 

213. Rebuilding everything is a careless advice. Not only because of the huge and unnecessary 
cost, but also, you are going to harm the nearby residents during the construction and the 
later events! Please do think twice. 

214. Football is the most expensive and could be argued, provides the least return to all of the 
Guiding Principles and likely to decline into the future. Recognizing this as a very difficult 
position to take, it is nevertheless a defendable position. 

215. I think the stadium is in an amazing location it just needs upgrades and maintenance. It 
doesn't make sense to knock down whole swaths of existing emeritus which would 
perpetuate the endless construction which pervades and disrupts campus life 

216. As an alumni and property owner on the Endowment Lands I strongly oppose the 
relocation of Thunderbird Stadium for several reasons, including cost, respect for history, 
and the preservation of open, green spaces towards the centre of campus. 

217. I live at St. James House in Hampton Place and STRONGLY OBJECT to a new stadium being 
built across the street from Hampton Place.  I feel UBC has a responsibility to owners and 
residents who live in Hampton Place to maintain the ambiance and character of the most 
established community at UBC.  There is enough noise and traffic as it is now.  UBC's 
motives for relocating the stadium across the street from an establish residential 
community need to be re-examined!  Residential building on campus has gotten out of 
control.        



 

 

 

 

218. The selection of the Rashoal Dhillen track and field oval is perhaps the very worst solution. 
This oval was constructed , at considerable cost, only a few years ago, and the destruction 
of the oval would constitute a monumental failure of planning by UBC. In addition, it would 
seriously impact on the quality of life currently enjoyed by the residents of Hampton Place 
(traffic, noise, lights, etc) When Hampton Place was created some 25 years ago it was 
considered, in may ways, to be farsighted. To subsequently destroy the livability of 
Hampton Place by constructing a stadium on its doorsteps would testify to the 
unreliability, if not duplicity, of UBC planners. It would be an outrageous abuse of power, 
and it would be exceptionally shortsighted. If one of the policy guidelines of UBC 
development includes the creation and maintenance of a vibrant community, the planners 
will have failed by placing a stadium on the oval. Instead, to achieve a feeling of 
community, the expansion of community gardens would make infinitely more sense. 

219. field was built by private sponsor and this would be a snub to his honour and sponsorship 
and would inhibit future private sponsorship.. 

there would also be problem parking in this area which is already stressed. 

220. Seems like a lot of money to move facilities 

221. Perhaps look at model from around the world.  

222. Relocating thunderbird stadium to current recreational facilities violates many areas of 
the guiding principles.  

 

Displacing all of those facilities during construction does not promote health and 
wellbeing. 

 

It does not foster varsity excellence. 

 

Tearing down  current landmarks does not embrace ubc history. 

 

The potential revenue from realestate freed up by the stadium moving would be offset by 
construction costs and relocation of current facilities. This is not ideal in both sound 
business case or exploring land opportunities.   

223. Why rebuild the tennis bubble? It was just built?  That is a complete waste.  Remembering 
varsity athletes make up a small percentage of the university population is also something 
to consider.  Build structures students, alumni and community individuals can utilize and 
enjoy daily. 

224. I walk by the skate park and basketball court everyday and people are using them every 
time I walk by, so I think tearing those down wouldn't promote the wellbeing of students. 

225. Suggesting to move Thunderbird Stadium from its current location is a ludicrous 
suggestion.  The stadium setting is perhaps the most beautiful in Canada.  The seating is 
more than adequate, as it is rarely full (get real - we do not need a 5000 seat stadium).  It 
fully meets the needs of athletes.  What we do not need is even more housing on the UBC 
campus - enough is enough. 



 

 

 

 

226. The current location of the Thunderbird stadium is ideal for both residence of UBC campus 
and students of UBC. It is currently situated in a location where large gatherings do not 
disrupt the local community (noise or traffic), as well as there is close and sufficient 
parking available. If the stadium were to move locations, it would be incredibly hard to 
accommodate large crowds for athletic events or concerts such as the AMS Block party. 
Noise and crowds created from such events would disrupt those with homes nearby. For 
those of the extended Vancouver community, parking would then not be accessible 
(especially if moved to the location of the current track) and would most likely discourage 
their attendance. As well, a brand new state of the art Football Academic Centre was just 
opened last year. If the stadium were to be moved, this building would no longer be 
located where the football team is situated, resulting in an unused or torn down building 
that was funded by the generous sponsors of the UBC football program.  

227. I think rebuilding is a waste of money especially if you truly want to embrace UBC's 
history. 

 

228. I think the stadium is fine as it is. It has the right capacity for now! 

229. n/a  

230. Renovate the old stadium...don't reconfigure 5 different fields and waste our money.  

231. Option 3 will potentially have a negative impact on my property at Hampton Place. Both 
the disturbance of construction and the use of the stadium will impact my lifestyle and 
property values.  Both will have an impact on my mental health as I loose the peace and 
serenity the green fields and general quiet the are now affords me. 

232. One of the four options presented, contemplates building it at the site of the Rashpal Dillon 
Track and Field Oval, right across Wesbrook Mall from our current residence St. James 
House. The construction of such a large sports venue, as well as the crowds and noise 
associated with the events held there, would have an enormous impact on the enjoyment 
and property values of our building. I ask to please reconsider this as a viable option due 
the negative impact it would have on our family. If this decision moves forward to use the 
existing Track and Field Oval as the new Thunderbird Stadium location I will be moving 
forward wi th a class action suit against UBC. 

 

233. The current location of Thunderbird stadium is too far out of the way from the rest of 
campus. It decreases spectator attendance because people can't find it and people don't 
even know that area of campus.  

234. Having the varsity facilities together helps to build strength and community for athletes 
and spectators. It also is closer to the parkade making it safer and easier for people to 
come out and watch a game.  

235. Option 3, strong objection!  

You destroy A, then destroy B, and rebuild A on the location of B, then move to another 
location to rebuild B. Is that the way you generate GDP? Why do you have to disturb all the 
residents nearby, with the long term noise and pollution and traffic problems caused by 



 

 

 

 

the construction? And also, when there's any event in the future, who can secure a quiet 
and safe neighbourhood for the residents? 

236. I dont think a spectator hub should be built in an already busy area, and dont know how 
much sense it makes to have to rebuild other facilities in order to relocate the stadium 

237. I would love to see a new stadium built at the existing track right beside a new baseball 
facility or where Osborne is. With the stadium being built at the track more people coming 
into UBC would see it and be amazed. Also less traffic would be interrupted because they 
would not have to close off Thunderbird Blvd.  

Although with building it where Osborne is now that would allow UBC to connect the 
tennis center and Doug Mitchell to the stadium making a giant Laval like sports complex. 

238. As residents in the Hawthorn, we believe that relocating the stadium on the tennis bubble 
facility would negatively impact our quality of life on the campus in  a serious way. 

239. With the track, the baseball centre, the new soccer facility, there is already enough activity 
which impacts on the peace of the contiguous residential neighborhood.  Our limited 
parking resources are already under strain.  The excitement in the current Thunderbird 
stadium associated with a football game and the occasional rock concert already impacts 
us.  Moving them even closer to Hampton Place will threaten the relative peace and 
security of our residential neighborhood. 

240. This facility does not benefit most students and should not be funded with mandatory 
student fees. I have no objection to the use of earmarked donations from private sources.  

241. Another issue that has not be mentioned in the proposed plan is the traffic issue.  While all 
the facilities highly concentrated would make it easier for people to move around, it will 
significantly worsen the traffic issue.  Imagine hundreds or even thousands of vehicles try 
to find parking in a smaller and highly concentrated area.  The traffic congestion would be 
an enormous challenges to all parties and certainly reduce the quality of people living in 
and around UBC campus, specifically to the south end of the campus. 

 

242. Currently, moving the Thunderbird stadium to any other location raises several important 
issues and concerns.  

 

Recently, large amounts of money and considerable efforts were invested in the 
improvements of the fields and oval in the area along Wesbrook,16th ave and main mall. 
The cost to replace and relocate these facilities would be considerable, not to mention the 
time involved which would reduce the ability of the UBC athletes, the students (future 
athletes) and others in the community to train and participate in their particular sport.  
This aspect does not align with the guiding principles of promoting health for all, fostering 
varsity excellence or a sound business plan (i.e., excess spending to replace an excellent, 
existing facility).  

 

Second, if the stadium is moved to another location such as the area along Wesbrook, 16th 
and Main mall, concerns arise including access and transportation, parking, noise levels 
and the safety and security of  neighbourhood residents and students. 



 

 

 

 

 

Currently, the narrow "roundabout" located at 16th and Wesbrook is heavily used. The 
amount of traffic will only increase once the 10 apartment towers in Wesbrook Village are 
completed. With additional "stadium traffic", there will be a greater potential for car and 
bicycle incidents as well as possible pedestrians' accidents because not all drivers are 
aware of "roundabout" rules.  

 

Parking will also be a problem and most likely spill over into various neighbourhoods, 
such as Hampton Place, limiting access for residents who pay annual UBC levies.    

 

With a spill over in parking, it raises other concerns about the safety and security for the 
neighbourhood and its residents. In the past, when large events have taken place close to 
university neighbourhoods, particularly, Hampton Place, garage break-ins and severe 
damage to vehicles has occurred. In particular, stairways and/or hidden sheltered areas 
have been used as "sleeping spots"  for some transient visitors, posing a risk to residents, 
guests and other welcomed visitors.  

 

This issue of safety and security for UNA residents should be a primary concern. Perhaps 
part of the plan for future changes should also include individual "gated communities" for 
Hampton Place and all UNA neighbours to ensure residents' safety, health and well-being. 

 

 

243. Option 6 - Renovating Thunderbird Stadium as needed and tearing down Osbourne Centre 
and building a new building like the Athletics Centre of Excellence in it's current location, 
keeping the Tennis Centre where it is. The Tennis Centre is relatively new, so to tear it 
down would be ludicrous. 

244. So many of the questions are all about future developments and land. Sometimes I wish 
the questions were more transparent, in terms of what they really mean, and what agenda 
are they supporting.  

245. not viable business case to remove existing facilities and start a new construction project. 
waste of resources and bad to environmental footprints 

246. Please do not re-locate the stadium.  It is in the ideal location already, especially for noise 
and traffic flow.  Moving it closer to the centre of campus will create too many noise issues 
and cause more traffic problems. 

247. I think it is currently good enough and spaces like the tennis centre are well established. 
Money would be better spent on ares like the gym where thousands of students use it 
every year.  

248. The concept of moving the football stadium seems like a decision that is being based 
purely on how much additional land can be developed. A use of this land to support the 
university and not just sell for a profit seems like a better fit for the future of UBC. 



 

 

 

 

249. there is no need to move Thunderbird stadium. it would be too costly and also the 
relocation would seriously affect the neighbourhood in a very negative way. 

250. See above comments about the need to consider adverse effects on existing housing 

251. Relocating  Thundrebird Stadium to Rashpal Dhillon Track & Field Oval across the street 
from Hampton Place was not what I signed on for when I purchased my apartment. The 
construction of such a large sports venue, as well as the crowds and noise associated with 
the events held there, would have an enormous impact on the enjoyment and property 
values of our building. 

252. While Option 4 does have upgraded facilities, blocking Thunderbird Boulevard, and not 
creating more parking space around the existing parkade/Doug Mitchell parking lot is 
poor planning. 

253. I am not sure how relocating a 5000 seat stadium to our neighbourhood (option 3), with a 
minimum of 10 athletic events and 3 concerts/year, will provide a "high-quality" 
experience for the 2000 Hampton Place residents.  Noise, parking, impact on sight lines, 
lighting, and increased pedestrian and vehicular traffic are just a few of my concerns. 

254. The stadium is in a great location right now and has very limited impact of the residents 
who live at UBC. Building a new Thunderbird Stadium on adjacent Whit Matthews Field 
also makes sense as it doesn't greatly impact the noise and quality of life for those of us 
who live here. There has been so much construction on campus and across from 
residential areas that I think it needs to be kept to a minimum for these large scale 
projects. 

255. Option 3 appears totally flawed plan since it will have very adverse effect on residents of 
Hampton Place and Wesbrook village. Traffic, noise factor on continuing basis, vehicle 
parking problem which will spill over in and around the developments mentioned will all 
become a headache. Having looked at the 5 options being considered, Plan 3 is the worst. 

256. As a resident of Hampton Place I firmly oppose using the track and field as a new site for a 
stadium. Issues: 1. Volume of traffic and people would make life unbearable for residents 
of buildings facing this new facility. Values of properties would decrease. 

2. Parking would be a massive problem. 

3. Noise level would be horrendous. We  have experienced this when the few events are 
held at the current location. 

257. Basic or full renovation is the most effective option for reduced university expenditures 
and for protecting resident quality of life. 

258. I strongly object to moving the Thunderbird stadium to the Rashpal Dhillon  Track and 
field Oval. The oval was completed less than ten years ago and is used regularly for many 
events and also by many residents of Hampton Place for personal fitness without 
disruption to the residents. As it is the traffic on Wesbrook Mall is already heavy, making it 
difficult for the residents to exit. The location of Thunderbird Stadium here would increase 
the the traffic, and would create noise, lighting and parking problems. I strongly object the 
relocation of Thunderbird stadium to this site  

 

259. Completely disregards quality of life for residents  



 

 

 

 

A transportation NIGHTMARE for Hawthorne  

260. This stadium, if it must be built, will have the least negative impact at its current location. 
The traffic, noise, and disruption from construction would impact lives of resident's to the 
point some have said they do not wish to live here. 

261. Tearing down perfectly fine facilities or moving them - wasteful  

Too much housing - very little structure to support more population, ie, shopping  

Loss of greenery & loss of space  

262. Not enough of a revenue generator and not enough interest in watching sports live.  Can do 
it better on a TV 

263. I think leaving the spectator hub on the stadium site is not ideal as it is too far away from 
central campus. I like moving it close to the Arena and creating a true 'hub'. I think that the 
parallels between the Centre of Excellence, new Stadium & Doug Mitchell Thunderbird 
Sports Centre make more sense together than apart.  

264. none 

265. This all seems very expensive. 

266. These facilities need to move in closer and be a hub easily accessible by transit, walking 
with good vehicle access and parking.  I have never gone to any function at the stadium 
because of it's location 

267. Please consider preserving this historic site at UBC which carries so many fond memories 
and celebrations.  UBC is a place of mind, and we build our future by learning from our 
history, but not from erasing it.  Please, please DO NOT demolish the Thunderbirds 
Stadium!! 

268. The Spectator Hub idea should be dropped. UBC has excellent existing athletic fields that 
well suit the university's sports teams and are commensurate with modest student 
interest in varsity athletics. UBC should not strive to become a Big Ten university in which 
football or other spectator sports dominate student culture and detract from the school's 
academic mission. Note that UBC's proportion of international students, especially from 
Asia, is growing. This type of big-sports school model is not something they want or need. 
They want the best education possible, and that's what UBC should be investing in right 
now. If the UBC Board of Governors insists on implementing a plan, choose the least-
expensive and least-invasive option. 

Above all, UBC should not build more market housing on its lands, given its employees 
difficulties with securing affordable family housing. UBC is losing faculty members 
(including new recruits and existing colleagues) who cannot afford to own their own 
homes. They cannot afford to purchase the campus market housing built by Adera, 
Polygon and others, since the price is exorbitant. UBC needs to use lands near Thunderbird 
Arena and other lots in and around Hawthorn Place and Wesbrook Place to build 
affordable housing suitable for faculty and staff families, which can be purchased on a UBC 
salary. Again, UBC's ability to attract and retain the best will erode with every plot of 
campus residential land that is used for market developments. Moving forward with a 
market-housing-to-fund-new-stadium plan would be not just wrong-headed but callous. 



 

 

 

 

269. Options 3.4.5 are unacceptable as they fully  disregard the  needs/quality of life  of the 
UNA Community, infringe on the academic land (option 4 and 5) and demonstrate a total 
disregard for past taxpayer and donor investments by demolishing athletic facilities which 
are still in good repair and full use.  

270. So much construction on campus ah 

271. Building a new Thunderbird Stadium right across Wesbrook Mall from Hampton Place 
would unduly interfere with residents' enjoyment of their homes.  There would be too 
great an increase in vehicular and pedestrian traffic and in light and noise. 

272. Thunderbird Arena feels extremely isolated for me. The walk from Wesbrook Mall bus 
stops / bus loop to Thunderbird Arena is long. Any part of the campus atmosphere (as if 
there is one... no buzz on campus) doesn't reach the arena. I feel that moving it closer to 
the heart of campus would hopefully promote/make it easier for people to want to come 
to events. It's also closer to the Thunderbird parkade, Tim Hortons (woo). My only concern 
is, why is there only seating on one side, facing one direction? Please don't make the 
seating face west. All the games are generally at night, and when the sun is setting it gets 
right in your eyes and it's terrible. Please let the seating face east. 

 

A new stadium is definitely necessary. Every football game the guys have to go out and 
around to the change rooms which is really odd for me. 

273. I don't know if the perceived historical value of the current Thunderbird is significant 
enough to outweigh costs of moving to new location 

274. Option 4 puts a major spectator facility in a residential neighbourhood. This is unfair and 
destructive to the Hawthorne Place community  

275. I heard from attending one of the open house discussion that one of the reasons for 
bringing the stadium closer to the campus and thus make all spectator facilities more 
concentrated is that some students feel that the stadium, at its current location, is too far 
and thus are less inclined to participate. 

 

We are talking about sport (although it is spectating and not participating) and young 
healthy students; I feel it pathetic that students could be so lazy as to walk a few more 
minutes to get to the stadium at Stadium road.  If they do not even want to walk for a few 
minutes to reach the stadium, so be it.  It is better for them to walk then to sit, for their 
health sake. 

Concentrating all spectator facilities will surely make the current traffic congestion and 
parking issues even worse, undermining the wellbeing and health of all residents in the 
neighbourhood as well as that of students living in the area.  It is also unwise to further 
develop the land into more residential housing.  UBC is located in a peninsula with 16th 
Avenue and Marine Drive being the only routes out.  The current student population as 
well as the UNA resident population are already high enough; there is no need to further 
increase the population just for the UBC to get some revenue ONE TIME, at the cost of all 
residents and students in years to come.   

276. I grew up in Boulder Colorado, home of the University of Colorado and the Colorado 
Buffaloes, a D1 school with D1 athletics teams and facilities. The athelics of the CU were 



 

 

 

 

important to the community, and spectating was an imortant aspect of growing up there.  
This same spirit of community around spectator sports is not present at UBC, for a number 
of reasons, not least of all the distance of the campus from Vancouver, and the presense of 
major sports teams in the Vancouver area. It is naive to take the attitude of "build it and 
they will come" when it comes to spectator sports at UBC.  The culture is not present with 
the student body or the community.  A focus of Athethetics on spectation facilities seems a 
waste of time and money (from the BC tax payer and general student body). Of course, the 
teams should have good facilities to play in, but over accomodation of an audience that 
does not exist is unwise and fanciful. 

277. The principle of not compromising the current levels of privacy in the residential 
neighbourhoods. Increased lighting, noise, and traffic disturbance will not be tolerated by 
the owners of residential properties. 

278. None 

279. Although old, there is nothing wrong with Thunderbird stadium. There is no need for a 
stadium with greater capacity since the only time the stadium is even close to full is the 
one homecoming game of the year. Until varsity athletics are bringing ample amounts of 
fans to every game, a new stadium is a complete waste of funds. 

280. Relocating Thunderbird Stadium to the recently completed Rashpal Dhilon Track & Field 
Oval would be a highly negative decision for the following reasons: 

 

1. The impact on the quality of life and home values in the Hampton Place area would be 
incredibly negative 

2. the current traffic congestion in the Hampton Place area and current parking issues 
during events are negative enough 

3. a rebuild on the existing location minimizes the long term impact since the residential 
development was built with Thunderbird already in existence. Therefore no new quality of 
life or residential value impacts 

4. I am quite certain any attempt to build Thunderbird Stadium on this site will result in 
overwhelming negative publicity and legal action by home owners 

281. Your plan make me be unhappy.  

282. Relocating the Stadium has little, if anything, to do with UBC athletics. It is driven solely by 
considerations relating to revenue from additional housing. To move the stadium to the 
location demonstrated in option 3 would prejudice residents who purchased early 
properties in advance of the possibility of being beside a stadium. Option 2 and 5 are 
wasteful.  

283. Options 4 and 5 are not about sports  - they're about maximizing revenue from more 
housing. Both options have a tremendous impact on current residents who have paid 
significant amount of money to live in a quiet university environment. These options are 
completely unacceptable to current residents. Shame on UBC!  

284. Building a new Thunderbird Stadium in the Rashpal Dhillon Track & Field Oval will make 
the traffic congestion problem worse in the South Campus and will increase noise 
pollution to the surrounding residential areas. Relocating the Track & Field Oval will cause 



 

 

 

 

much inconvenience to residence, staff and students who have been accessing the 
facilities. In every campus, a spectator stadium should always be located away from the 
central campus and residential area in consideration of event traffic, noise pollution and 
light pollution.  

285. It is a bad idea to move Thunderbird stadium as it's location is already ideal in terms of 
noise reduction, traffic control and light disturbances for people living and working on 
campus.   

286. Current location is closest to student residences, more space for parking and disturb fewer 
private residences. Better business case. I woudn't recommend rebuilding a stadium for a 
sport we are not too competitive in, I am in favor of focusing UBC's investment towards 
making 1 key facility into world class, and my top choice would be war memorial. 

287. The option to build a football stadium next to Hampton Place is the most absurd idea I 
have seen for a long-long time ...   

288. The accessibility and traffic plans should be very carefully considered for this proposed 
change as peak time congestion is heavily affected along Agronomy and Thunderbird 
roads. It affects students, faculty, staff and residents of the community who are using the 
space every day. 

289. It is hard to believe that UBC would demolish the buildings they are currently constructing 
near the Track and Field Oval for the move of the stadium. This seems stupid as well as 
financially irresponsible. 

290. i am worried about the impact of building it too close to wesbrook place or hampton place 
who may be overwhelmed with noise and  traffic disturbances  

291. As a long term campus resident, UBC student and spouse of a faculty, I feel that the 
university has got its priorities wrong and this planned spending is totally unnecessary. It 
would serve the students and the community better if it was spent on the sport itself, 
meaning increased financial support to the coaches and the sportsmen and women.  

292. Why move the site of the field? It's completely unnecessary and a waste of finances. If 
there are concerns over noise complaints, it couldn't have been very wise for residents to 
move somewhere in the direct vicinity of a sport field. 

293. I have no opinion about the spectator hub because I'm not a spectator. 

294. I think it is a very bad idea to move the stadium to any of the listed places. Matthews field 
accomplishes nothing, simply trading the spaces and costing much more. The idea to 
remove the recently built track would not only remove the friendly, inviting place to do 
running, but it would also make the whole surrounding areas feel cramped and 
claustrophobic. The idea to remove the Osborne center and reroute traffic is bad. It would 
be a nightmare for families who live in neighborhoods that used  the road everyday, and 
nightmare for everyone when big events would get out. Keep the field in the same location, 
but renovate it to be more structurally secure, and appealing.  

295. It's more efficient to renovate existing buildings than it is to build new ones. Old buildings 
would be left underutilized if new ones were built. 



 

 

 

 

296. The stadium is in the best location, to move it closer to existing neighbourhoods like 
Hampton Place is unthinkable. Please consider the residents. regarding  noise level, 
lighting. and parking. 

And to Ensure that the development of university recreational facilities does not have a 
negative impact on the quality o the UNA ressident 

297. I live in Hampton Place and I strongly object to the stadium being moved to the track and 
field oval.  

298. have more events like storm the wall 

299. I hunk it's important to keep the stadium where it is.  We are accustomed to the noise 
generated from it and any noise issues are tolerable.  Moving the stadium closer to existing 
housing would be like a slap in the face to those people living directly across the street 
from either the track and field proposed site or the tennis centre site. 

300. Options 3 and 4 would place a new stadium close to existing residential areas. Noise from 
concerts and games will be disruptive to some residents in the Hampton or Hawthorn 
neighbourhoods, along with some residents in Thunderbird student housing, and 
negatively affect their wellbeing.  Option 4 would create pressure on street parking within 
the Hawthorn neighbourhood during games and concerts which would negatively affect 
residents and their guests. Option 4 is the most expensive and complex option: most of the 
guiding principles can be met with less expensive and complex options. Options 2 and 5 
would place a new stadium close to a future neighbourhood, but people who buy housing 
in that neighbourhood will know that the stadium is close by and thus they will choose to 
live close to it.  Options 2 and 5 provide the best balance between noise negatively 
affecting residents of current neighbourhoods and UBC obtaining revenue from land 
developed for housing. Option 5 puts athletic research and office space closer to other 
academic buildings, including Osbourne, than would option 2. Options 2 and 5 might 
include a parking structure of some type to benefit both the new stadium and the baseball 
stadium, as well as other nearby athletics fields.  Option 1 has the advantage of most fully 
embracing UBC's history, as thousands of people have memories of the current stadium, 
and preserving the notable architecture. 

301. again, a band aid solution is not sufficient.  Varsity excellence and academic pursuit in 
associated disciplines is as much a part of UBC`s history and legacy to BC as the current 
stadium.  UBC should be thinking 40 years out. Option 5 offers the most flexibility on all 
fronts and while the neighbours near the proposed option 5 location may not be ideally 
served, the UBC is much bigger than the immediate neighbourhood near Thunderbird 
Park. 

302. 1.   Having a large sports stadium in such proximity to residential housing and 
schools would create unreasonable noise, traffic and certain loss of property values. The 
quality of life residents now enjoy will be significantly impaired. 

2.  Demolishing ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ 4ÈÕÎÄÅÒÂÉÒÄ 3ÔÁÄÉÕÍ ÉÓ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÒÉÄ ÏÆ Á ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ 5"#ȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ 

3.  Demolishing the oval track that has not reached the end of its life is a waste of 
ÔÁØÐÁÙÅÒÓȭ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎÏÒÓȭ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȢ 



 

 

 

 

4.  Options 3 and 4 seem to be driven primarily by the prospect of housing revenue 
opportunities without due regard to ensuring the safety and well-being of those who live, 
work and study on campus. 

303. no. 

304. Please consider the impact to the nearby residents about 
noise,traffic,safety,parking,traffic,etc 

305. I am extremely opposed to option 4 (a new stadium at Osborne Centre). This would have 
massive impact on residents in Hawthorn Place (sound, traffic, closure of Thunderbird) as 
well as the nearby academic part of campus (e.g. Forestry, Life Sciences Building, 
Pharmacy). Closing Thunderbird Blvd. is particularly troublesome. That makes no sense in 
terms of traffic flow--it would shift it to Agronomy and/or East Mall. Huge impact along the 
Agronomy corridor.  

 

Another major thing that was nowhere in these plans is consideration of how school kids 
should get from Hawthorn to the Norma Rose Point School. They are currently strongly 
encouraged (indeed, almost expected) to walk or ride, and Thunderbird is the only 
remotely safe path. I recommend that campus planners try riding with their kids from 
Hawthorn to Norma Rose Point in the morning at 8:45 am--you will see the challenges we 
face! Closing Thunderbird is completely unreasonable, at least without some serious 
consideration of alternative paths eastward (and no, Agronomy is not a suitable option). 

306. Having created and promoted its residential neighbourhoods as peaceful, highly desirable 
places to live for people of all ages, and in the process made enormous profits from them, 
UBC must accept that it can't have its cake and eat it too, i.e. the needs and desires of the 
residents are essential elements of plans for further development and must be given 
proper weight.   Relocating facilities like Thunderbird Stadium to place them immediately 
adjacent to existing neighbourhoods would destroy the peace and quiet that residents 
want and moved here for.   The stadium should stay where it is. 

307. None 

308. No Spectator Hub option should negatively impact on  the university neighbourhood 
community. 

309. Ensure that the development of university recreational facilities does not have a negative 
impact on the quality of life of UNA residents 

310. Moving Thunderbird Stadium close to a residential area is a bad idea. In its current 
location, noise from the open air stadium does not affect residents. Rajpal Dhillon track is 
very close to residential areas. We hear the noise, but it is generally only used for large 
meets on weekend days. Thunderbird area is used for a variety of evening events including 
both sports and music events. The poise from both would be very disruptive to 
neighbours. 

311. Moving the Stadium to any other lovation but the existing would increase parking 
congestion,noise and lights for Hampton residents and reduce property values for 
residents who have  supported the university for 20 years. 



 

 

 

 

In addition construction egress would impact  traffic for 2 years during construction and 
create further daily noise and dirt etc on the roads nearby decreasing the quiet enjoyment 
of many UBC residents....a bad idea and lawsuits will prevail. 

Also why waste money on a track just completed.? 

Crazy planning..... 

Ken Hallat  

312. please consider the negative impact on the residents nearby, such as traffic, noises, 
pollutions, parking, etc.  

313. As a UBC Football player that uses the facilities on a daily basis I believe it is time for a 
move of the stadium to better promote the sports that participate in them and generate a 
greater fan base as a whole.   

314. Building a new Thunderbird Stadium across the street from either the Hampton Place 
(Option 3) or Hawthorn Place (Option 4) neighbourhoods 

are proposals that reflect a fundamental lack of respect for the residents of those 
neighbourhoods.  Given the current issues that some residents  

have with noise from university buildings, ongoing construction, and student residences, 
the option of moving the stadium closer to established 

neighbourhoods, and to stage "rock concerts" in it at least three times each year, is simply 
unacceptable.  Clearly, U.B.C. would like to relocate the  

current stadium so that the land it sits on can be re-developed into more housing.  
However, for the residents of three of the university neighbourhoods, 

the best option is that the stadium remain in its current location, and all necessary 
renovations and improvements be completed. 

315. We feel that "Option 3 - Relocate to Rashpal Dhillon Track & Field Oval " will have an 
unacceptably detrimental impact to the quality of life for residents of the Wesbrook Village 
and Hampton Place communities due to many factors including - increased volume of 
noise, increased footfall, potential traffic congestion and parking issues. As such we 
strongly oppose this option and will be prepared to challenge this on a formal basis if UBC 
decide Option 3 is the preferred option. 

 

We feel disappointed that the "Open Houses" held during October were held largely during 
"Office hours" with extremely short notice for the single early evening session. It is also a 
disappointment that any benefits for local residents, who are neither faculty nor students, 
appear to have been completely ignored in the detail of the options. The strategy for 
engagement with local residents has been, in our opinion, not extensive enough and this is 
wholly unacceptable when the potential options being considered have significant 
negative impacts for the community. 

 

While it is understandable that the stadium be redeveloped in line with a strategy to 
improve facilities for UBC, this should not come at the cost of clear dis-benefits to 
7ÅÓÂÒÏÏË 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅ ÁÎÄ (ÁÍÐÔÏÎ 0ÌÁÃÅ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȢ !Ó ÓÕÃÈȟ ×Å ÓÔÒÏÎÇÌÙ ÏÐÐÏÓÅ Ȱ/ÐÔÉÏÎ σȱȢ 



 

 

 

 

 

316. Why, if the focus is an area known as (and identified as) a 'spectator hub' (tied to sports 
facilities) is there seemingly a focus on building more housing in the hub?  It also seems 
disingenuous to speak of providing more sustainable living options for "students, staff, 
faculty and other residents" should the stadium be moved, when it is clear - as is stated - 
that the notion is that this matter of housing will be the key part of revenue-development.  
The focus is clearly then on 'other residents', those who can buy residential property (with 
maybe some talk of making it possible for a handful of faculty to be able to afford to buy in 
through some special program or other).  The thought then must be that some of these 
properties would then be rented out to students (and a few faculty and staff).  The 
academic mission of UBC would be seriously enhanced if UBC were more of an academic 
environment and not the location of a small city on university lands.  If the housing on 
campus were actually available principally as housing for faculty, staff and students the 
feel of the university as a university would be greatly enhanced. 

317. As a long term resident of Hampton place I have witnessed a few broken promises (ie frat 
house noise after 11pm, drug induce mayhem after concerts at thunderbird stadium to 
name a few). Moving the stadium from its current location may lead to class action by 
residents.  

318. The Osborne space - apart from noise and vibration concerns from nearby R&D labs - just 
seems too claustrophobic for something like a football field. The Matthews Field site 
however acts as an "anchor" to the sports complex, without the "forgotten" feeling one 
gets from the location of existing Thunderbird Stadium. It seems relegated to the outbacks. 

The Matthews Field site seems to have the least acoustical impact on surrounding 
residential buildings - only one, Building P - gets a 56dbA exposure, which I suspect is 
within the margin of error of the acoustic study. 

319. Prior to be nominated as OPTION,that should be verified by SAFETY trial run with 
computering,to assure SAFETY. 

In those 5 options ,only option 1 has enough space around HUB for spectators to run away 
in emergency. 

And option3 is the worst case ,according to safety principle. 

320. Relocating the stadium is a bad idea. 

321. Ensure that the development of university recreational facilities does not have a negative 
impact on the quality of life of UNA residents 

322. Ensure that the development of recreational facilities does not have a negative impact on 
the quality of life of UNA residents. 

323. Please never never consider to relocate the Thunderbird Stadium to the location of the 
option 3 or 4.  We neighbourhood residents do not want to have the big football stadium 
near the our residential areas.  We don't want to have heavy traffics, loud noises, loud 
musics and also the big concrete buildings near our quiet and peaceful surroundings.   I 
can even hear the loud noises from the current Thunderbird Stadium location whenever 
there are events.  We can imagine how distractive it would be if the Stadium relocated to 
near our residential areas.  



 

 

 

 

We moved into Hampton Place because of quiet environment with near forest.  UBC have 
been developing the residential area for the residents to enjoy the quiet environment, and 
also to get the benefit from the university facilities. 

Again the plan 3 or 4 is not the option for the UBC neighbourhood residents.  We will be 
severely distracted by the Stadium.  I strongly oppose the option 3 or 4, and I like the idea 
to keep the Stadium at the current location.  

324. Noise and parking concerns since Option 3 would put the stadium just a stone's throw 
away from the Hampton Place neighborhood. 

325. This survey is misleading in presenting what are really 2 different options in one Option 1.  
The first, the basic renovation, may not accomplish much.  The second, the full renovation 
and upgrade in the existing location, is by far the preferred alternative, as it achieves 
required improvement to athletic facilities without negative impacts on other areas.  The 
history and beauty of the Thunderbird Stadium location would be retained, the character 
of other field areas would be preserved as well.  It appears that the other Options 2-5 are 
motivated primarily by UBC desire to change the use of the current stadium location to 
residential revenue units, at the expense of other priorities and principles, and to the 
detriment of existing neighbourhoods whose parking and peace would be compromised 
significantly.   

326. relocation of Thunderbird stadium will negatively impact existing university 
neighbourhoods in terms of parking, traffic congestion and noise 

 

people who purchased their homes in university neighbourhoods considered the location 
of major university facilities when selecting the location of their home.  Relocation would 
be a fundamental change that these people did not contemplate at the time of their 
purchase 

 

Although  the basic renovation of Thunderbird Stadium accomplishes little in terms of the 
university's guiding principles, the full renovation with upgrades would certainly be in line 
with many of the guiding principles 

 

Options 2 to 5 place undue emphasis on real estate development rather than the other 
guiding principles  

327. Option 3 would have a serious negative impact on the lives of Hampton Place residents. 

328. UBC Town Planner, if you have one, needs the help pf Cornelia Oberlander 

329. I feel a new building (instead of renovation) would be underutilized. Furthermore, it 
would disrupt the local residents with increase noise, traffic, and overall aesthetics of the 
area. I strongly feel it is worth it to also preserve some simple (yet functional) 
green/natural spaces in the neighbourhood. 

330. My priorities align around ensuring opportunities for recreation are provided for the 
majority of the UBC community, and that no facilities are removed or impacted. I'm not 
sure of the need for a brand new stadium (very expensive, with little return to the general 
UBC population). 



 

 

 

 

331. The athletic facilities are inexcusably inefficient at using land.  The tennis bubble should be 
located on top of some other building, and gyms, offices and classrooms should be built 
into and under spectator seating, smaller rooms can go under gyms, etc.  Particularly if the 
playing surface is astroturf, what can be built under it?  Parking?  Classrooms?  Gyms?  All 
options seem to take it as a given that nothing can be stacked or co-located in any serious 
way.  I rated option 4 as worst for several reasons (mainly because it's more disruptive, 
more expensive, and loses more valuable land to counterproductive market housing), but 
it actually provides the best opportunity to fix this.  In general, I do not consider money 
spent on varsity athletics to be well-spent, and a very strong case would need to be made 
for me to support doing anything at all.  That case has not been made here. 

332. WHY, why would you take up a very good track to locate a stadium which is in an ideal 
location, unobtrusive, doesn't create parking problems, has a lovely outdoor aspect? 

It is an appalling waste of money.  It does not take into account the needs or wishes of the 
residential neighbourhood which provides UBC with income (the purpose of the 
Endowment Lands).  Please reconsider the fact that you might be encroaching on the 
livelihood and wellbeing of a happy, pleasing, tranquil residential community 

333. PLEASE DON'T GET RID OF THE OVAL AS MANY STUDENTS AND NEARBY RESIDENTS 
USE IT AND 

THE TRAFFIC BESIDE  IT ON WESBROOK AND WEST 16TH IS BAD ENOUGH WITHOUT 
ADDING A STADIUM !!!!!!! 

WE NEED THE OPEN  SPACE NEXT TO  THE UBC NEIGHBOURHOODS. 

334. Keep the stadium in the same location with a full renovation but keep things like the 
thunderbirds on the turrets many of us alumni feel it's one of our only connections left 
with the school. The dressing rooms need MAJOR upgrades and having a gym for the teams 
on site and an indoor viewing / study space would be ideal. 8 recommend taking a look at 
the set up and infrastructure around the stadium at Oregon state university 

335. Spend money on academic facilities and ongoing education perhaps more on scholarships. 
Don't continue to depend on donated monies for academic buildings and scholarships. 

336. Moving the stadium to Wesbrook mall would have negative impacts on residents of 
Hampton Place and South campus and create traffic problems. 

337. As previously mentioned, the plans for market housing and the interface with residents 
will drive this project. There is no appetite apparently to change the use of Whit Mathews 
or designate it for staff/faculty/student use. Could consider keeping Stadium where it is 
and develop Centre of Excellence  on Whit Mathews. 

338. We have been residents at Hampton Place almost since its inception, it has always been a 
nice quiet area of UBC where we enjoyed living. However, in the last ten to fifteen years we 
have noticed the furious pace with which UBC has been putting up new buildings we 
ÓÕÐÐÏÓÅ 5"# ÉÓ ÖÉÇÏÒÏÕÓÌÙ ÐÕÒÓÕÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Ȱ%ØÐÌÏÒÅÓ ÌÁÎÄ ÕÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇ ÒÅÖÅÎÕÅ 
ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȱ ÇÕÉÄÉÎÇ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÂÙ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÖÉÅ×Ó ÈÁÖÅ ÖÁÎÉÓÈÅÄ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÒÁÆÆÉÃ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÏÎÇÅÓÔÅÄȢ 7Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÉËÅ Ét but at least within 
Hampton Place it still feels like an oasis.  As it is whenever there is any kind of activity at 
the Thunderbird Stadium, be it concerts or sporting activities we can hear it loud and clear 
at Hampton Place; if option 3 of moving Thunderbird Stadium to the Rashpal Dhillon Track 
and Field Oval comes to pass not only the noise from the Stadium will magnify many fold 



 

 

 

 

the traffic whenever there is any activity at the Stadium will be intolerable. Without 
mentioning that the years of construction of a 5,000 seats Stadium at such close proximity 
to a residential area will be a major inconvenience not only to the residents of Hampton 
Place but also to your students living in residences along and behind Wesbrook Mall. 
Lastly UBC invited us to be residents in this community therefore the least it can do is be 
good neighbors. The Stadium should remain where it is and if UBC feels that it should be 
relocated then it should be somewhere away from residential areas as UBC has plenty of 
unused land at its disposal. 

339. /ÐÔÉÏÎ σ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÌÉÇÎ ×ÉÔÈ 5"#ȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÈÁÐÐÉÅÒȟ ÈÅÁÌÔÈÉÅÒ ÁÎÄ 
more sustainable communities at UBC.   

340. Ȱ%ÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÒÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÎÅÇÁÔÉÖÅ 
impact on the ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÏÆ 5.! ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȱ 

341. Why would you try to replace existing buildings and try to relocate them elsewhere? It 
would cost more money to build two new spaces and no one could use either of the spaces 
for a very long time. Really doesn't make any sense. 

342. I completely object to option 3, given its impact on traffic, noise, visual perspective,etc. I 
can only see this  being driven by a desire to be able to make more land available for 
residential housing, and driven by the prospect of raising money. 

343. The only options that respect residents are 1 and, to a lesser extent, 2. You need to realize 
that Hampton Place residents are extremely upset by the proposal to move Thunderbird 
Stadium. Option 3, in particular, has serious noise, traffic, and parking implications for our 
neighbourhood. Movement of the stadium may well galvanize residents to seek a 
governance change that would see the curtailment of UBC's power to make unilateral 
decisions affecting our community.   

344. note that do not consider guilding principles as currently stand to be sufficient 

please note same objection throughout 

 

it biases whole questionaire if you are asking people to base their decisions on your 
restricted priorities  

345. Promoting spectatorship seems a questionable motive.  Plusthe way you have been doing 
it has also promoted noise, junk food, traffic, alcohol, garbage, and litter.  Pretty 
unenlightened and unimpressive. 

Also, the light poluution from the playing fields is ridiculous, both wateful and offensive, 

346. UBC needs to hold Town Hall meetings with resident owners in Hampton Place as many of 
us will be adversely affected by the noise, congestion and traffic along Wesbrook Mall. As it 
is, visitors of Hampton Place often find that the parking lots along Hampton Place are 
frequently occupied by visitors to UBC going to the Running Track for an event or concert 
at Thunderbird Arena. If the Thunderbird Stadium is relocated to Osbourne or the Track, 
the conditions will worsened. Option 1 minimized the incoenvience to the residents who 
barely use the Baseball Stadium but we do use the Track and Field regularly, which will be 
too far away after. Also, traffic on Wesbrook is already really heavy, with the Baseball 
Stadium right on Wesbrook will worsen the traffic along Wesbrook Mall. It makes sense 
for major events to be where the current Baseball Stadium is so that traffic doesn't get 



 

 

 

 

onto the popularly used Wesbrook Mall. All your options with the exception of 1 will lead 
to much congestion, traffic and noise along Wesbrook Mall and its residents. It really 
doesn't make sense to clog up this already frequently used route for buses. School children 
going to Norma Rose Point also travel along Wesbrook Mall to get there. Increasing traffic 
further would further en danger this vulnerable, at-risk population.  

347. The Oval promotes health and wellbeing 

348. I think UBC should focus on its academic purposes as its priority and not use UBC land for 
athletics, beyond what facilities it already has. 

349. 1) Thunderbird stadium is little used or valued by the average student, and to make it 
safer and more useable spend the least possible. 

2) To the wider University the academic cost/benefit is simply NOT there. 

3) If alumni pressures (not coming from students) dictate a move, it should certainly NOT 
be to the track oval adjacent to Hampton Place.  HP is the first of the UNA neighbourhoods, 
and I moved here in 2000 to be close to my alma mater (MA in 1976) for its academic, 
athletic and cultural offerings, its clean air and quiet atmosphere to enjoy in my 
ÒÅÔÉÒÅÍÅÎÔȢ  $ÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÉÓȣ 

4) IF UBC chooses to move the stadium to the track oval, I will BE FORCED to move away 
since UBC will have broken faith.  I will also discontinue supporting a student with the 
$1200 annual scholarship I have given for well over a decade [I started supporting UBC in 
earnest over 25 years ago].  And my bequest will be cancelled in favour of more worthy 
educational institutions. 

350. Focus on student health not varsity reputation and excellence 

351. My response in Question 19 reflects our concerns that in this survey the quality of life of 
the UNA RESIDENTS do not appear to be highly considered - perhaps only as a tag-along 
suggestion/item. 

 

We sincerely hope to be assured that our interests will be highly considered, and that any 
facilities, etc., that may be built will NOT negatively affect our quality of life. 

21. What comments do you have regarding the planned new Baseball Stadium, with 

regards to seating, lighting, and a new entry plaza for pre-game activities? 

# Response 

1. I'm not familiar enough with the places mentioned to properly give an opinion about this. 

2. Since this project is donor-funded, I would suggest that it proceed forthwith to illustrate 
the proper way to build varsity facilities. 

3. Don't build it. 

4. I'm glad I won't have to deal with the noise complaints that will come from residents on 
campus from more spectator events. 

5. Not needed  



 

 

 

 

6. Excellent...let's make it happen! 

7. I don't believe it should be a priority as not many students go the the games. 

8. Development in this area does not align with UBC's Core Academic Mission 

9. Perfectly sized and situated to meet the short and long term goals of the university, 
athletics department, and the varsity program. I am in full support. 

10. I do not consider this to be the best use of UBC's money. UBC needs more recreational 
facilities at which students can go exercise themselves, not more places to go watch other 
people exercise. 

11. Excellent ideas 

12. no need, would be completely useless 

13. Interesting... Is the intention to increase the culture of baseball at UBC? I think it liimits the 
amount of recreational and programmable space at UBC... especially for student focused 
programs which this building suggests it's not really for. 

14. Build it ! Sounds great and we could use a fantastic facility  

15. UBC baseball has a unique opportunity in that there is no level of baseball higher than it in 
Vancouver during their season (Vancouver Canadians aren't until the summer). If you 
build it, especially with the newfound popularity of baseball in Canada (registration 
numbers SKYROCKETED in Little League because of the Blue Jays), people will come 
watch. 

16. Do we need this.  Are baseball games played all year or just seasonal. There is already a  
new Baseball Centre. 

17. That would be awesome! 

18. As I don't attend these events, I don't have a perspective to add. 

19. upgrade or build a new thunderbird stadium, have the baseball team share this space for 
GAMES ONLY. DO NOT build an entirely new baseball stadium... it's baseball. 

20. No comments.  I don't have time to watch a baseball game during the work day, and since I 
live very close to Nat Bailey stadium I am more likely to attend a game there in the 
evenings or weekends than I am to come to campus. 

21. To increase inclusiveness it should give access to softball activities and change the name to 
show the reflect that. 

22. Baseball is completely irrelevant to the vast majority of students, and to their academic 
and social lives. I therefore do not support the expenditure of any public finances or UBC 
land on this project.  

23. If you build it, they will come. 

24. I do not feel that there is sufficient interest in baseball to necessitate such a project. 

25. I'm happy to see this facility coming in. But, please ensure that equity and inclusion issues 
are addressed in planning washrooms, etc. 

26. none 



 

 

 

 

27. Needed and will be well received by students.  

28. This does not fit with the academic mission of UBC. It would be a mistake to invest that 
heavily on a spectator facility. 

29. I hope it is built with accessibility first in mind, gender neutral washrooms and change 
rooms. I'd suggest consulting with the Musqueam people in regards to an entry plaza and 
the potential of including local art or sculpture that reflects a "Thunderbird". 

30. I highly agree with the addition of spectator seating as the current baseball field does not 
promote students to attend varsity games and support varsity athletics  

31. No idea what you're talking about here.  Maybe include some basic information links and 
maps with these questions? 

32. Same as above - do we have funds for this on top of the academic priorities? If not, don't do 
it.  

33. Very few people attend sports games at UBC, the libraries, classrooms, and study spaces 
are used by many more students. If you have to spend money spend it there.  

34. No comments 

35. Baseball is a waste of space. 

36. When's this going to be built? 

37. Why do we need a new baseball stadium? Can think of much more useful/required 
buildings to be built.  

38. That sounds good.  I'm not a baseball fan but I know a lot of families who play baseball in 
vancouver. 

39. We have a baseball team? All jokes aside, a new facility will increase school spirit in the 
short run. However, the Thunderbirds' Varsity program need to work with UBC to 
generate hype.  

40. No strong thoughts. I don't see baseball as a big area of growth at UBC, but maybe I'm 
wrong. 

41. It could be a good idea if well planned. The weather would make it hard to market any 
events during the academic year, although. 

42. Again what the heck is going on? Does UBC want to be a top-tier international research 
university or a second run NCAA junior college? Spend the money on academic 
infrastru cture. 

43. n/a  

44. Don't build it.  We exist for teaching and research. 

45. It should not be built at all. No one cares about baseball in Vancouver. This is a complete 
waste of money that should be spent on better things like affordable student housing. 

46. Sports facilities tend to be empty and ghostly when there are no sports going on. Counter 
that by incorporating businesses in the facilities that will draw people. 



 

 

 

 

47. Is baseball really that big a thing at UBC? Do people go watch? I personally can't tell you 
anything about UBC's baseball team. 

48. N/A 

49. No opinion, most likely will not personally use or visit the stadium. 

50. Make sure this can be used as an outdoor concert venue as well.  

51. Who watches baseball anyways? Is this really necessary? A better use of funds might be 
contributing to scholarships for British Columbian residents 

52. Looks great!  

53. This is a waste of funds. Baseball is not a popular sport in Canada or Vancouver, nor do I 
think many people will go to the games for this reason. If a deal could be struck with the 
Vancouver Canadians, bringing them out here to use the facility for practice or games, 
then...maybe it would make sense to me.  

54. My concern is traffic/parking regarding these many facilities (Soccer Development Centre, 
Dhillon Field, and proposed Baseball Stadium and Thunderbird Stadium potentially 
moving closer): These will all be  very close to each other, which can be good/efficient, but 
may cause problems with traffic/parking. The tennis centre, rugby field and hockey arena 
are also in the area. 

55. This is a waste of land and $$. Baseball is a flawed sport at UBC. We have not natural rivals 
for our teams and it will never become the spectator sport with the capacity to justify a 
business case  

56. What a colossal waste of time and money. 

57. I am unlikely to go, and a new stadium seems like a waste of land and resources when the 
core buildings used by thousands of people every day need fixing. 

58. I don't care.  Does anyone care about baseball? 

59. Any of the proposed ideas of reversing the field orientation and all of the planned stadium 
plans building spectator stands is fantastic. This will foster great spring/summer 
atmosphere with games played.  

60. I don't think this fits with the core mission at all. 

61. I have no comments. I have no interest in baseball. I am much more interested in actual 
appropriate relevant university facilities like libraries. 

62. I think selling food and drinks there is a great idea since it's far enough away from 
restaurants/bars that people will actually buy drinks there! 

63. Seriously??!! What a waste of money!!! 

 

Seeing as we don't have a say in whether or not to go ahead with this project, at least make 
sure that the lighting is covered and won't add to the already light polluted city; don't 
prioritize sport over science (in this specific case of light pollution, the dept. of astronomy 
would no longer be able to host public observing nights which would mean one less 
opportunity to open young minds to science). 



 

 

 

 

64. I would love a new baseball stadium, and would be a regular attendant at the games. The 
baseball team is one of the most successful teams on campus, but has one of the worst 
venues at the University. Baseball games are as much about the experience, as they are 
about the game, and a new stadium would foster a much better experience for students 
and surrounding members of the community. It would also allow other very high level 
baseball teams and competitions to be held at UBC.  

65. This seems like a waste of resources that could be better spent furthering the core 
academic mission of the university: teaching, education, and research. 

66. Gathers more spectators and students on campus- great support for the team too 

67. It should not be built.  As it does not support the core mission of the University, it is a 
waste of land, energy, and money. 

68. Are that many people going to go to the baseball games? Does the stadium need seating for 
1000? 

69. I am very concern about the noise, parking, traffic to the resdients . 

70. Not relevant to me. As it is donor-funded I have no issues regarding the proposal. 

71. Not able to assess 

72. Where is everyone going to park? 

73. The people who use it should fund any changes.   

74. It doesn't matter to me, I probably won't watch baseball anyways. These changes only 
influence baseball players and spectators. It would be great if it was a fitness centre 
instead.  

75. There's a planned Baseball Stadium? On campus where there is limited space? How much 
does this cost? Shouldn't this be publicized? 

76. $ spent on rebuilding athletic facilities are $ that UBC cannot spend on its core academic 
mission. While these facilities need refurbishment it should not come at the expense of 
rebuilding and refurbishing academic facilities that are in dire need. 

77. Having played baseball at UBC, I love the idea of increasing the baseball stadium presence 
on campus. 

78. N/A 

79. Haven't heard of it.  

80. Baseball can't possibly be a sufficiently significant part of UBC life to justify building a new 
stadium for it. Other areas of UBC recreation that have not been mentioned in this survey 
seem like they should have much higher priority (such as improving and expanding the 
Bird Coop facilities). 

81. Please refer to my previous comments on the War Memorial rebuild. 

82. I couldn't care less about this building. When I think of how much the library budget has 
been cut over the past 10 years and how much we are spending on sports, I think UBC 
should put its money where its mouth is. Do we really have to just build things that donors 
will like? Can't we convince donors to help pay for education? I am glad you are polling 



 

 

 

 

people but certain you will only listen to the answers you want to hear because you've 
already begun to advertise the donor opportunities to support this plan. 

83. No no no. We are an academic institution, not a sporting one. This is a complete waste of 
money. 

84. Don't understand why the edge of the City is considered a feasible location for a baseball 
stadium, especially without good public transit. 

85. I think it is a great idea. I see that the program is having a lot of success and building a 
proper venue may bring in other events. 

86. I would probably attend games if this were done 

87. Many faculty members lack basic office space on campus. Any upgrades to campus 
infrastructure should begin here.  

88. it seems necessary  

89. No. Please no.  

90. What is wrong with the old baseball stadium? 

91. I hear Nat Bailey stadium is empty most of the year. 

92. I support the suggested improvements to baseball facilities provided sponsor funded. I do 
not understand why a multi use facility for baseball, football, rugby, soccer and track and 
field was not developed before the plans proposed and construction of National Soccer 
facility.   

93. WHY?! WHY IS THIS A THING THAT WE ARE EVEN THINKING ABOUT?! Refocus this 
money on the core teaching mission of the university until funding cuts are no longer an 
issue crippling this campus.  

94. Given that it's donor funded, uses the same space the baseball team currently uses, would 
be available for other recreational baseball use, and would be self sufficient after the initial 
investment than I see absolutely no problem with it 

95. Do we really need it? 

96. Why do we need this, no one likes baseall. 

97. We do not need a new baseball stadium. A new baseball stadium is not going to protect 
everyone working in buildings that would collapse during an earthquake or be of any use 
to faculty who have to share offices with multiple other faculty members (or, who don't 
have an office at all).  

98. Baseball does not have a large following in BC or at UBC. Making a new stadium will not 
significantly increase baseball's prestige for students. The fact is, a new baseball stadium 
would necessarily reduce athletics space available to regular students without providing 
significant gain for them.  

99. make it as noisy as possible 

100. You should think about a good sound system because baseball stadiums can be used for 
concerts. 



 

 

 

 

101. Waste of money and space.  Yet another example of priorities being driven by donors and 
high performance, rather than considering what's best for the community. 

102. I like it.  

103. Why? 

104. Seems excessive.  Is there really a need for this at UBC?  Will it have an impact on the 
adjacent athletic fields and track?   These are high use facilities by community.   

105. Focus the attention on academic learning space to support the Core Academic Mission. 

106. Is a baseball stadium going to see enough use to be practical? Couldn't a baseball stadium 
be combined with a thunderbird area? 

107. I didn't think baseball was that popular of a spectator sport, especially since the Canadians 
games are often poorly attended. I feel the money could be invested elsewhere that all 
students / staff could take advantage of - like a much larger bird coop. 

108. It is hard to spectate Baseball games currently because of the limited seating options. 

109. Does it have to be a stadium? 

110. I am not convinced that we need a new stadium.  

111. Makes sense 

112. As long as it doesn't remove recreation space to create spectator and entry space that can 
only be used during games, then it's a good idea. It's important that it's fully funded, as 
there's not much benefit for UBC to spend $$ to create spectator space for a sport with 
limited student engagement. 

113. I fully support the baseball stadium remodel. I think this team is far too successful to have 
to play on the field they currently play on. They need better dugouts, actual seating, new 
turf  etc. I think an entry plaza would also be a great addition 

114. Why do we need a baseball stadium? 

115. Seriously??  When Vancouver can't even support a triple-A professional team?!? 

116. Fantastic takes UBC out of the bush leagues! 

117. Great! 

118. Considering that current football games have poor attendance (based on hearsay, I don't 
actually have hard evidence for this), I think that a Baseball Stadium would be a waste of 
money because it would probably be mostly empty. 

119. everything looks great.  

120. While I have yet to see the Baseball stadium I have heard great comments about their 
facilities, and from what I have seen it is does not seem that an upgrade is a priority for 
this varsity sport.   

121. Would there be public access to the usage of the field still when there is no event taking 
place? 



 

 

 

 

122. I think this is a good idea, as there is currently no covered seating for this area. However, 
the field hockey, soccer, and rugby fields then should also have some extent of covered 
seating. 

123. 42 

124. Do we really need it? Or are we having it to say we have a Baseball Stadium 

125. do people even watch baseball? like serious question. other than homecoming games, who 
even shows up to spectate ubc sports? 

126. None 

127. Again, focus on getting a spectator support base for varsity sports at UBC before spending 
money on these upgrades. There is no point in spending so much money on a venue for the 
facility to go empty on a regular basis. 

128. Depending on the funding source, I can't support this.  Tell me how well used is our Doug 
Mitchell rink?  While that arena did not cost UBC very much, I think it shows that creating 
a beautiful new space does not transform student interest. 

129. I don't think that there is enough interest in baseball at UBC to warrant a new stadium. 

130. looks nice but no rain shelter. 

131. Don't see a need. Are there not some great facilities off campus? 

132. Good although I am worried about the adjacent field hockey pitch which is a key part of 
the community and fostering many olympic athletes 

 

133. Why? How much need do you really think there is for it? I'd prefer my funds go towards 
something more useful. 

134. I don't watch baseball and I think it's a waste of money and that money could go towards a 
new bird coop 

135. I feel like baseball is the sport that gets the least amount of spectators at UBC  

136. Sounds good 

137. I think it would be great to remodel the baseball stadium! The new facilities are great and 
the field itself should reflect that. They are a great team and deserve some upgrades! 

138. Hopefully this could get more fans out to Baseball Games. Would also be good for potential 
summer games.  

139. Baseball was recently on the cutting block for varsity sports - why are we suddenly 
investing in it now? there is not a large student interest in it from what i know  

140. Don't care. Just want more exercise space available for the average student who doesnt 
care about varsity athletics 

141. Later. This isn't the number one priority for athletics. The stadium and war are top! 

142. Have not been there 

143. It will enhance the sport and make it much nicer to go and watch games.  



 

 

 

 

144. This is an excellent plan, it's good to see our Baseball team supported with a professional 
facility, and the same should be done for our Softball team as well. 

145. The only varsity baseball program in the country deserves a proper stadium. Contruction 
of a stadium would contribute to the advancement of the sport throughout the lower 
mainland and help develop players of all ages. It could be used to host tournaments, 
bringing in revenue to offset the costs. Adding a proper stadium to the current training 
facility would make UBC a baseball training destination and further Canadian baseball as a 
whole.  

146. So UBC is pretty confident that anyone actually wants to go watch baseball?  The focus 
should be on getting students active, not just watching sports. 

147. Not a priority when compared to the other proposes projects.  

148. Not really qualified to answer this question as I live out of Province and am not really 
aware of the specifics regarding the new Baseball Stadium. 

149. Would be a nice bonus feature for the UBC community 

150. Not worth it. This improvement would benefit an extremely small population of the faculty 
and staff. There are far greater concerns that this University needs to address especially 
from a wellness and academic perspective.  Varsity athletics, although essential, should not 
have as much pull as this strategy suggests.  

151. A new Baseball Stadium is a wonderful idea, and will help UBC retain the title of being the 
very best baseball program in the entire country. The proposed seating capacity is perfect 
for the size of the program, and the plaza is welcoming, and will allow flexibility in hosting 
other events 

152. I feel like a new baseball stadium would promote school spirit 

153. I have not heard of too many people in Vancouver who are interested in Baseball, but if 
such interest exists then perhaps this is a good idea - although, I think the recreation 
centre should be addressed first. 

154. How large is the entry plaza? Is the plaza location central for other venues? Ideal if the 
plaza is bookable for other activities and central for other facilities. 

155. Would build school spirit to allow students to have a space to spectate the games. 

156. This is not something I would prioritize. I would allocate the available resources to this 
athletics development plan as a whole on the aforementioned spectator hub and fitness 
hub. 

157. The answers to these questions depend on the location of the "new" baseball stadium.  
Same location as existing field would be okay, but putting it adjacent to Hampton Place 
would be a disaster waiting to happen. 

158. Why do we need a baseball stadium?  

159. Seems like a good idea , but I dont see any economics or use forecasts to justify capital, 
operating or land use changes 

160. Why do we need a baseball stadium? Unless a farm team for one of the MLB teams is going 
to use the field as well, this is a waste of resources. As someone who works in Athletics at 



 

 

 

 

UBC and is a student, I am honestly say the only people I know that have been to a baseball 
game as UBC are either on the baseball or softball team. There definitely does not need to 
be an entry plaza for pre-game activities. Also don't expect people to sit on the grass in the 
outfield. It rains in Vancouver so get real. How many of the UBC baseball players get 
drafted? Five or six over the last decade? The Whitecaps team that plays at UBC can barely 
get people to attend and many of the people playing on that team are professionals who 
have MLS contracts. Sorry but it's a waste of resources. 

161. The building should be built to foster athletic excellence and not built with an entry plaza 
or excessive amounts of seats. Building a nicer stadium will not cause more students to 
come to the games. In absolutely no such was does having a nicer stadium promote 
student well being as is stated as the main goal on the proposal, and I cannot stress this 
enough. If that is the goal of the facility, it should not be moved forward with, and the 
funds should be allocated to accelerate the improvements to the worst university 
recreational facilities in Canada. If the facility's goal is to provide a needed stadium to 
foster our varsity teams excellence I support it. 

162. A waste of money.  

 

Combine track & field, soccer, baseball football and Rugby into ONE facility with decent 
seating options. far too many mini-stadiums. 

163. Please consider seriously the traffic/noise and light pollution of the proposed 
development. A smaller seating area seems much more in line with the mid or even longer-
term actual demand. As a spectator of different sports, I would say that it would make 
more sense to build reasonable/more comfortable seating for all sports (including soccer 
and field hockey) than invest in a large size baseball stadium which will unlikely fill in a 
foreseeable future.  

164. There is a lack of information about the entry plaza concept. What is the need? What is the 
plan? Secondly, comments about parking and bussing do not reflect practises with a huge 
negative impact on Hawthorne. UBC is not responsible about this issue! 

165. Looks great and much needed for the support of the team. UBC lacks something like this 
right now  

166. Looks like a positive improvement for spectators and the teams that compete there. 

167. Keep it open and welcoming. I'm really looking forward to it! 

168. Keep it low key.  Don't overbuild.  Preserve what little is left of the rapidly diminishing 
green space.  This whole area used to be an accessible and relaxing place but is rapidly 
becoming over used and not people friendly. 

169. Sheltered seating, sheltered front of house. 

170. Support this. 

171. It is fine, there is a new clubhouse, pricey enough, just add a few spectator seats. This is 
Canada and baseball is quite secondary.  

172. Shouldn't bother with it, who likes baseball? 



 

 

 

 

173. People rarely go to the football games, maybe start by focusing on the football stadium 
which could potentially increase school pride and then on other sports. 

174. Build one. People need to start attending baseball games. Seating should be undercover 
and beer should be sold at the games. 

175. I like it.  

176. I think if there was a more extensive baseball stadium it would encourage more people to 
come out to games if marketed properly. 

177. Not needed  

178. Cool 

179. not required - how many people go to baseball games... 

180. I don't see the baseball stadium as a big priority.  I think more students play ultimate 
frisbee than play baseball so there should be support for a ultimate frisbee varsity team. 

181. I am in full support of the renovation to bring a new baseball stadium to the campus, 
provided that the facility does not prohibit its use for recreational or intramural purposes.  

 

182. A small stands that had the ability to host up to 2500 fans would be exciting.  

183. The baseball facility needs to have easy access for spectators via transit or parking.  

184. It would be great if it was right next to a new Thunderbird Stadium  

185. Not needed.  This shouldn't even be considered.  This should not be a priority and precious 
UBC land should not be devoted to this use.   

186. It seems baseball receives a lot of funding if we are able to build a stadium intended for 
just one sport? 

187. Would encourage and engage students to watch home games, and potentially encourage 
the use of the facilities by larger private leagues 

 

188. Not a good use of money unless it is 100% funded by private money.   

189. A seating area to accommodate 1,000 seems on the higher side for baseball at UBC 

190. None 

191. Think its a great idea and will help animate that end of campus more 

192. Please don't forget the PARKING is a major concern on campus - include very ample 
parking availiabity  

193. Excited for the new stadium 

194. I am not familiar with the plans for the new baseball stadium. 

195. Will add a new dynamic to the UBC community.  A social gathering point for families, 
residents, alumni, students, faculty and staff. 



 

 

 

 

196. From what I've heard it sounds like it will be a good attraction to watch baseball. 

197. I think that the new Baseball Stadium will be an excellent addition to the UBC Varsity 
Baseball Program and baseball in Vancouver. With added seating and new lighting the new 
stadium will be able to accommodate not only the UBC Varsity Program, but also 
community baseball programs in the Lower Mainland, softball and international play. This 
will generate revenue for UBC. 

198. An opportunity to not only service the best baseball program in the country, but also build 
the best community minded baseball facility in the country as well to promote growth of 
the sport and enhance the attractiveness of the varsity team is an amazing opportunity 
that should not be passed up. 

199. I worry about losing rev land for sport specific stadiums that will be used infrequently.  

200. Seating possibilities should be maximized to draw in as much revenue as possible. Lighting 
should be improved to allow for the possibility of Friday night home games. And lastly, a 
plaza should be available for fans to come watch pre game activities, especially if they have 
young children as it draws attention to the program and the young kids are the key to 
increasing funding as the program grows.  

201. Doesn't seem like there's a large need for this - I didn't even know we had a baseball team. 
Is the presence of this large project likely to draw more spectators to the games?  

202. I am not relevant on this item. 

203. Love the plans for the Baseball Stadium so far! Perhaps consider a design that would 
shelter fans from the wind. 

204. Awesome 

205. Is there a need for it? 

how many people play baseball? 

 

206. I'm concerned about the traffic implications it could have on the area. 

207. This design fits in very nicely into the existing space and seems to have very little negative 
impact on the other UBC facilities and services. 

208. It's about time they got one! They should have a responsibly sized stadium though -- 
they're a Canadian university team, not a MLB farm team. 

209. I feel this would be great and would tie in nicely with the new Vancouver Whitecaps 
training center.  Vancouver badly needs more high level baseball facilities. 

210. Would creat a wonderful venue to promote and encourage baseball at a higher level in the 
community.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

211. The planned baseball stadium will greatly improve the spectator experience.  

212. UBC's baseball program is providing tremendous opportunities for local and Canadian ball 
players to develop in their own city or country, while still offering the potential dream of 
playing professionally.  Few other varsity sports (any?) provide this opportunity 
realistically.  Currently, I see many other sports using the baseball diamond frequently and 
I would like to see the facility be dedicated for baseball/softball use only.   

213. I think it would be a great draw to further the exposure of baseball at UBC and Vancouver 
in general  

214. Don't know enough about the project to comment. 

215. No one in Canada cares about Baseball. Waste of money. 

216. build it and they will come 

217. Excellent idea. 

218. kind of ridiculous they built a brand new diamond wrong so they had to build yet another 
new one. very inefficient use of resources 

219. great idea, long overdue 

220. do not move any of the athletics facilities with lighting, crowds and noise near the 
residential area... 

221. More seating 

222. Supports the guiding principles as well. 

223. Traffic is already an issue at UBC.  Make this stadium walkable;discourage parking and 
travelling to UBC via car.  Love the idea of a new entry plaza for pre-game activities if it's 
similar to BC Place Stadium. 

224. I think it is very important to build a new baseball stadium. The success of Canada's MLB 
team, the Blue Jays, has gained so much interest in baseball among young athletes, 
however, outside of the Vancouver Canadians who only play in the summer months, there 
is no top level baseball events that children can attend in the lower mainland. At its 
current state, Thunderbird Park has limited seating and is not a good environment to 
watch games. The addition of a stadium however, would attract lots of local fans to come 
to the UBC Varsity Baseball Games and could act as the top facility in Western Canada to 
hold major international tournaments. In doing so, UBC could become more recognized on 
both a national and international level. If the field is to convert to little league and softball 
dimensions, it would gain even more momentum in the community. This is the perfect 
time to build a local baseball stadium at a time when young kids are becoming interested 
in the game. Furthermore, if we are to move the football stadium to where the track is, 
Westbrook corner could become a hot spot for outdoor sporting events in the lower 
mainland. 

225. I like the outfield berm seating.   

226. I need to see the square foot / student that will be solved as a result of the proposed 
stadium ... If that's an option. ... this survey is a farce and waste of a time.  



 

 

 

 

227. This is exciting that there will be a proper baseball stadium at UBC to watch Thunderbird 
Baseball's and other teams' games. The potential for community events and community 
building is great. I am not sure about the 1000 ticketed seats - is there expectation that 
these will be generating revenue when there is free outdoor general seating beyond the 
outfield. The fee (if implemented) for these partially covered seats should be nominal in 
order to promote attendance by families (for kids to learn and grow the game in the 
community). 

228. This is wonderful news 

229. Please design all facilities to minimize noise to residents of UBC, whether that is from 
users or the industrial fans that sit atop some buildings. 

230. berm seating in the outfield is a great option - please ensure there is a 'family zone' for 
community use (vs students). ENtry plaza, done tastefully would be an asset and ensure 
that the facility is used more. 

231. Very in favour both for UBC & local baseball teams. 

232. Really like the concept. The program will benefit from a home field like this. It will help 
elevate baseball in the region. 

233. It's a good idea. 

234. It looks awesome.  

235. Completely unnecessary. 

236. I think having additional venues is always a great thing, and this facility would benefit the 
community as a whole. one question would be what the plan for a football stadium at 
Rashpal Dhillon Track & Field Oval site and having this baseball stadium adjacent would 
look likeɀ would the outdoor entrances be combined for efficiency of space and to create a 
unified varsity pre-event plaza, which could serve as a unifying feature of the thunderbird 
park entrance as a whole and serve as a unique campus space itself, or would both be 
small separate entrance plazas? 

237. awesome! 

238. Don't build it. It is a waste of my money and I am not interested in seeing my tuition 
dollars for my education going towards athletics facilities that I won't even be able to use. 
Think of it this way. I pay for a course. Then I decide to drop it. Usually, the argument is 
that you have learned something from the course, and thus it wouldn't be fair to charge 
you nothing. Plus, it discourages withdrawing. But now, I am not being charged because I 
have learned something, but because some baseball player needs my money to fly to who-
knows-where with all accommodations paid so that they can continue to do nothing to 
improve my wellbeing or academic growth. 

239. None. 

240. It sounds awesome 

241. I'd be surprised if such plans were beneficial to more than a very small minority of 
students or other community members.  



 

 

 

 

242. It would be a waste of money.  Attendance at their games is sparse.  Money could be better 
used elsewhere. 

243. I think it should have seating for approx 5,000 spectators, lighting and concessions 

244. I think this is a good idea as it does not hinder any other athletic or academic space. It will 
also hopefully increase the fan base and instil more pride in students for attending 
Thunderbird home games. 

245. This is of critical importance.  

246. This question seems out of the blue; I like the idea of a new baseball stadium, our own Nat 
Bailey, with significant seating, right amount of lighting, and new entry plaza for sure.  

247. The UBC Baseball program should be considered a shining star of the UBC Brand. The 
program is second to none in Canada, and serves as an example of how Canadian 
(especially Vancouver) kids can aspire to compete in athletics at the highest collegiate 
level and not have to leave the country. The student athletes and coaches serve as an 
excellent example and inspiration to the youth baseball community in the lower-mainland, 
and their continued participation in skills training will be an integral part of supporting 
the continued growth of the sport in our region. The new stadium will provide a facility 
commensurate with the achievement and commitment of the UBC Baseball Program, and 
will provide a unique opportunity to engage with the community at large. The UBC 
Baseball program has achieved excellence and is well on its way to eminence. 

248. There is a strong and increasing following of community baseball which will be supported 
by a new baseball stadium that supports the overall growth in the sport.   The children and 
their families able to utilize the stadium and related facilities will be very positively 
inclined to the university. 

249. Desperately needed and much welcomed 

250. We spend most of our time as parents and younger students in the community at sport 
training events and games for community club teams.  Any facilities that would promote 
community teams having more space to play tournaments and playoff games etc and train 
would be much needed.  Also warmer protected areas for parents and team member to 
stand or change in closers washrooms to facilities.  A baseball stadium that could be 
shared for all age students would be great!. 

 

251. Looks like a great concept 

252. This is an excellent initiative that will support varsity, Little League and community 
baseball throughout the province.  

253. N/A 

254. I think building a stadium is a great idea . Not only have the Canadians come a long way , so 
has the ubc baseball program  , and that should be shared with the city of vancouver , so 
that we have more high level baseball to enjoy as a community .  

255. Fantastic concept.  Keep going. 

256. I don't care. What about the track? 



 

 

 

 

257. Love the idea to have some covered ticketed seats, as well as the seating in the outfield 
which would be a great spot for students to watch games 

258. Please do not do any more renovations 

259. Don't care! 

260. No one goes. 

261. Don't know if it's a priority yet.  

262. I have not attended the baseball stadium at UBC so have no comments.  

263. Not sure a baseball stadium is required 

264. Awesome! 

265. Please do not build a stadium. This money is better spent on student engagement and 
bringing them to baseball games. It is stormy most of the school year, which makes this 
inaccessible (what are non-athletic students going to do? Watch baseball through a blurry 
glass window?). 

266. seems unnecessary so no opinion 

267. The proposed location makes sense. 

268. I need more information about this, but I am concerned about the safety hazards of 
drawing more traffic and pedestrians into the 16th Ave./ Wesbrook area, which is already 
poorly planned in terms of the round about, access to South Campus development, and the 
new School on 16th Ave.   It is evident that traffic flow to South Campus was inadequately 
planned is a already causing difficulty.  

 

Similarly, access to and from Hampton Place is already difficult and dangerous, and has 
been made worse by the recent changes in access to the "Spectator Hub" from Wesbrook.  
This will be even worse when the Soccer Pavilion is finished.   

269. Keep it open to the public.  

270. If you are going to build a new entry plaza for pre-game activities, we need to consider 
why campus is currently not engaging in these "activities". Tail-gating is not relevant in 
Canada, so think deeply as to why we need to build a pre-game plaza if the culture in 
Canada is not in line with tail-gating. Building a space will not automatically create the 
culture. Could be costly, for a space that might end up being useless. 

271. Is this necessary? 

272. One of the highest priorities is the planned new Baseball Stadium - as per the current plans 
that will create a National Centre and provide a sound business case for the anticipated 
expenditure. 

273. It is a "UBC household" fact that the Birdcoop is synonymous with crowded, busy, not 
enough equipment. 

274. UBC has arguably the best college baseball program in Canada.  If UBC is striving for 
varsity excellence, I can't think of a better sport in which to invest.  How many of UBC's 
varsity programs are considered the best in the country?  The new batting cage was a 



 

 

 

 

great place to start, now the baseball program requires a stadium that is befitting of the 
best program in the country. I see the potential for a first class facility to become a focus 
not only for the UBC varsity baseball program but for all of amateur baseball in British 
Columbia and potentially all of Canada.   

Why is the baseball stadium a donor funded project?  Could it not be a fully funded project 
or at least a jointly funded project? 

275. This is a complete waste of money and should not be built. 

276. You can consider to make it multi game stadium. It can easily house Cricket Pitch as well. 
Cricket is a very popular sport played worldwide and Canada also has an International 
Cricket team which participates in international tournaments. In this way you could 
encourage more students who are interested in sports giving them another option in 
Cricket. They can potentially join the International team and could make a difference. 

277. Seating should be kept to the side of the stadium near the baseball training facility. 

278. Never heard of it 

279. Is it needed? 

280. I think you are missing out on a really good opportunity to support both Men's and 
Women's sport excellence by overlooking the current National Field Hockey teams 
training on the UBC campus. both football and baseball are for male athletes. there is an 
obvious oversight in the gender equality issue with these sports being given priority. as 
well as the fact that they do not compete Internationally. many of your National and Junior 
National field hockey players are also students of UBC and are drawn to the school because 
of these National programs 

281. No need to build this, students don't really care for it. 

282. Many of the Guiding Principles support the construction of the new Baseball Stadium.  

283. Welcome addition to the surrounding facilities.  Fits in well with the ITC. 

284. No comments. I think the location is great and I think it is great for UBC. 

285. This is awesome.  I think that it goes well with the already existing hitting facility that has 
been built there and only goes to support the other new facilities that are being built in the 
area such as the Whitecaps fields etc.  I can't wait to see that area fully finished. 

286. Fully privately/donor funded? What's not to love about this. Chance to host world class 
baseball events, host tournaments, generate other revenue streams from camps. Seems 
like a no brainer. 

287. The plan, as outlined, seems to make sense. Moreover, the proposed facilities seem to be 
sized appropriately for the existing footprint and for the type of events that are 
anticipated. 

288. The Baseball Stadium will be an integral part of the Baseball Program and is much needed.  
The existing facility is very poor for spectators (mud, wet grass, rickety unsafe 
grandstands, no scoreboard).  A new stadium will draw interest for the Baseball program 
and likely other nearby events as a result.  The program is highly competitive and does not 
currently have a playing venue that matches the value of the program. 



 

 

 

 

289. A developed baseball stadium would further encourage the university community and 
surrounding communities to attend events and games and show support for the most 
successful collegiate baseball program in the country. Allowing for the proposed 
structures will also allow ubc baseball to generate more income to support their student 
athletes and the University as a whole. 

290. Love it ! 

291. The seating a lighting goals are not unreasonable and the entry plaza should capitalize on 
pedestrian traffic. This plan takes advantage of the natural setting in the form of berm 
seating beyond the outfield wall. It is a donor-funded initiative and projects to be less 
costly than most of the other Spectator Hub and Recreation Hub options. 

292. Unnecessary 

293. Where are people going to park??  You are encroaching on a high density residential area.  
What about noise, and bright lights, and congestion? 

294. no opinion 

295. All varsity teams rely on symbols of commitment from their university to draw top talent. 
A stadium would draw the best from Canada and feed into an already elite program 

296. Would be a great facility for South Village (and other nearby neighborhoods) residents to 
better engage with baseball (and other varsity) activities during the summer months.  

297. Very worried about noise.  Right now, if there is any large public event at the Rashpal 
Dhillon Track and Field Oval, we hear it loud and clear in Hampton Place.  It's usually on a 
weekend and is very disruptive and annoying. I imagine a baseball stadium there would 
make the problem 100 times worse. There are not so many residents near Osborne Centre. 

298. not enough knowledge 

299. Not enough information to go on. 

300. Having watched the activity on the baseball field, it does not appear to be well attended 
and the season is short.  A modest stadium with seating and lighting would not impact the 
neighbourhood if it was focused on East Mall.  It seems ridiculous to plan for this.  The 
present field has been poorly maintained and is not that old.  I am sure the private 
individual(s)  who put up the money to build the field is/are significantly disappointed.  
Prove to me that upgrading the baseball field will improve the players.   

301. Absolutely the baseball team should get this 

302. I think the current plan as it is laid out is very solid. I don't think there is any reason to 
hold back with any of these aspects. Building a quality facility will do wonders for the 
baseball program and varsity athlete experience. 

303. I think this will highly benefit the varsity baseball athletes. It will also be the best 
university baseball stadium in Canada; beneficial as a recruiting tool and hosting national 
and international tournaments. 

304. No point. No fan base. 

305. Honeslty, I don't think many people will go to watch baseball games on campus unless 
there is really cheap beer/drink specials there. Students are poor/cheap and baseball is 



 

 

 

 

already a pretty unpopular sport to watch. The main reason people go to watch baseball is 
because they want to get drunk with friends. Paying over $5 for a small cup of alcohol is a 
big deterrent. Additionally, with so many international people in UBC, lots of them will not 
care about baseball as it is less popular elsewhere in the world.  

306. None. 

307. I think having a world class facility that can be used for multiple sports with seating and 
lights will be a great thing for UBC and the UBC baseball program. It will also have the 
ability to have users from all different age groups and levels be a part of activities at the 
field as it can be used for different age groups. The main entry plaza will be a huge selling 
point not only for the baseball field, but could also be used as an entrance for other events 
in that area.  

308. The stadium should be built and creative options explored to make it revenue generator, 
including additional baseball programs that could be run out of it and partnerships/lease 
agreements with companies that would provide additional services surrounding the 
stadium (restaurants, retail, etc.) 

309. I think the baseball stadium is a great idea and long overdue. The potential community 
benefits to this project are incredible, with the availability for use for baseball players of all 
ages to promote the university. This is the right time to take advantage of the growing 
popularity of baseball in British Columbia and Canada. 

310. these make good sense...i am very keen on the notion of a celebratory plaza for all sports. 
we need a place to celebrate! 

311. The new training facility is impressive and looks to be driving a lot of new people to the 
site.  I think there is a huge "niche" opportunity within the Baseball community to be 
exploited by investing in the new stadium.  Also, there is an opportunity to build an iconic 
area on 16th - with the baseball and football fields next to one another.  Would be an 
amazing focal point for the university. 

 

 

312. I think a new Baseball stadium would be a smart investment for UBC. Our baseball 
program is well-known to be top-tier and so it should be treated as such, and it would help 
to foster an atmosphere of athletic excellence at this school.  

313. Will it only be open to varsity use?  

314. The baseball venue has been sub-par for years. The field suface is great, but the current 
plans for the baseball stadium need to be implemented. At it's current state it is absolutely 
terrible for fan comfort and as such Thunderbird Park has very few student fans who want 
to come out. With baseball growing rapidly in Canada, especially with the recent success of 
the blue jays, more effort needs to be put in to create an atmosphere that people want to 
be involved in. The new fieldhouse is a fantastic step in the right direction but there is 
more to be done. 

315. This is just all too much.  UBC should, if anything, be building guaranteed housing for ALL 
its undergraduates.  (I am an athlete, and support varsity sports, but DO NOT think that 
fancy frickin' athletics should IN ANY WAY precede care and concern for the full and main 
undergraduate experience.)  Enough with trying to be better, fancier, more noticeable!!!!!!!  



 

 

 

 

Build dormitories to house ALL students for ALL four years; price them in a decent range, 
and include meal service.  If you want UBC students to succeed, to be supported, and then 
to turn around and support YOU, then do this.   

316. What a fantastic new addition this would be to Thunderbird Park.  What a welcoming and 
engaging facility this would be let alone facilitating and enhancing  a valuable franchise for 

varsity athletics.  The facility could be a significant revenue producer for athletics and a 
gathering spot for many levels of baseball from the community and UBC.  It may also 

become a draw for tournaments of significant scale and importance nationally and 
internationally.  

317. Its definitely needed to take the sport at the university to the next level. 

318. Necessary to achieve varsity excellence and further potential draft prospects  

319. Please proceed with the baseball stadium 

320. No one has ever watched a UBC baseball game.  

321. No we need a bigger student gym not more varsity stuff 

322. Definitely agree with an updated Baseball Stadium with better seating. Two sets of 
bleachers aren't exactly inviting to fans to come and watch the varsity games. 

323. Build it!  

324. Sounds awesome! And a good uniting arena for building school spirit   

325. Looks interesting! Great that its funded by a donor.  

326. A waste of money. 

327. Does baseball at UBC  merit this level of commitment and infrastructure? 

328. A baseball stadium would be nice, especially one resembling the concept art.  It would be 
good to have some development in the area between Osbourne and Wesbrook.  

329. The new baseball stadium is an important step in renewing the university's commitment 
to varsity sports. Player for player, UBC Baseball had had more success in placing 
graduating players in professional levels of its sport than virtually any other sport on 
campus. Yet the baseball program has been often treated as an afterthought. A new 
stadium with proper lighting, stands and concessions would not only elevate the baseball 
program to its rightful place of prominence, but could also prove to be a money-making 
venue, used by many other baseball teams and organizations  

330. I think that better seating and amenities to draw people to watch varsity games is always 
an improvement  

331. I'm just not sure why we need one at all. 

332. Full support. Solid organization that deserves a top notch facility. 

333. I like the idea of pre-game activities 

334. Forget it ... build an indoor baseball field in the new T'Bird Spots Complex. 



 

 

 

 

335. the baseball season is mostly in the summer...and is very short so I don't see the point in 
building a stadium that would house very few spectators unless it is multi purpose such as 
maybe it is a soccer field in the winter.  

336. I would like to see this project go through. Upgrades to seating, lighting, and the entry 
plaza are important for the baseball program, but even more important would be 
modifications to make the field a multi-use facility for recreation, varsity, grassroots, and 
other non-sporting events. 

337. A world class baseball stadium will be a huge feather in the cap of UBC. Seating for 5,000+, 
sufficient lighting for night games, and customer friendly plaza will help make it a 
landmark and cornerstone of the University 

338. Positive steps toward continued growth of athletic facilities on campus 

339. no opinion 

340. We don't have to have a best one in every single aspect, we just need the right one that can 
serve us properly. Please save precious resources to better use. 

341. The proposed seating and lighting are adequate provided "enhanced"  means professional 
night lighting.  The food truck concessions are very progressive removing the requirement 
to build and staff on site facilities.   Music is a great pre-game entertainment and crowd 
warming activity with an endless supply of good local musicians to promote. 

342. Baseball is a very low priority sport.ni don't think it needs it's own stadium at all 

343. As long as it doesn't take up much more land to force the relocation of other sports 
preexsiting facilities, love the idea  

344. looks good 

345. Make sure there is lots of seating 

346. no comments 

347. Again the lighting and evening games make for a noisy environment and lighting the 
shines into my bedroom. 

348. needs to be used first and already showing lack of maintenance  already. 

349. Do it 

350. Needs more fully covered seating. 

351. I love it, both our boys are excited about this and we do use the new facility and field. If 
cost were not so stiff for programs we would do more. 

352. Please conduct a study about how many people actually come to the baseball games. I 
don't think a new field is required, just build some stands beyond the fence of the current t 
field.  

353. A baseball stadium? Why? No one watches that team.  Football would be a priority in my 
eyes based on what sport actually gets spectators. 

354. I don't know many people who go to the baseball games. 



 

 

 

 

355. Seriously?  A new baseball stadium for the 25 or fewer people who actually come to watch 
baseball games?  This is a ridiculous suggestion. 

356. 1000 seats is too many. Despite the level of skill the UBC baseball team possess, they 
simply do not have the fan base to make use of such an elaborate facility.   

357. Having a few good food vendors in the pre-game area, even a food truck, would draw 
people to the event as a night out.  

358. A baseball field is too specialised to be used for any other sport or activity so the only 
people using it would be the baseball team. Also, no one goes to watch the baseball team so 
I think that it would be a waste of money to build a new baseball stadium. 

359. As long as it is not situated on the current track I have no comments 

360. Given that UBC is attempting to build a community, you have to be careful to balance the 
needs of residents with the need for commercial expansion.  Currently the seniors mix well 
with students and younger families.  Building new infrastructure designed to move people 
into the area for commercial attractions will detract from the sense of 
ownership/community that UBC has so painstakingly been able to achieve.  Obviously 
facilities for the students, staff and residents is a need, however, I believe the baseball 
standing may be more of a want which is designed to boost commercial revenue. 

361. Only if its cost effective 

362. n/a  

363. Go for it fam.  

364. This is outside my scope of knowledge or interest. Best left to those who have taken the 
time to become informed. 

365. The current baseball field is a great start to having a 1st class baseball facility at UBC. 
However, the proposed upgrades will make this one of the best college baseball facilities in 
North America. The baseball program deserves one of the best baseball facilities in North 
America based on the continued excellence this program demonstrates year after year. 
The baseball program is arguably the most elite athletic program at UBC, which draws 
student athletes from across Canada and even the US. The UBC baseball program has 
produced over 20 Major League Baseball draft picks since the program's inception. I'm not 
aware of any varsity program in Canada that produces that many high end student 
athletes. Given that these upgrades will be donor funded there is absolutely no reason not 
to complete these upgrades to the current baseball field at UBC.   

366. Will this field be within the NAIA standards for the UBC Softball Team to play on as well? I 
think that in order to be fair to all varsity teams, they should be able to host home games 
on our campus.  

367. Do not waste extra money.  

368. Not necessary.Very few people watch UBC Baseball. 

369. The proposed baseball stadium would foster community involvement from both residents 
of the UNA, Vancouver proper, and beyond to the lower mainland.  The new Baseball 
Stadium would contribute to a one-of-a-kind varsity experience for Canadian collegiate 
baseball players, and promote UBC as a centre for excellence the most highly sought after 



 

 

 

 

varsity team in the country.  The proposal to incorporate the baseball stadium as a hub for 
pre-game activities only enhances community involvement with varsity games, while 
creating new Thunderbird traditions.  Lighting and seating have been appropriately 
mandated as per estimated use and attendance 

370. Dot know enough about it 

371. Excellent idea. UBC definitely needs a better baseball stadium. The current one pretty 
much has no seats, or pre game activities.  

372. Do we really need a baseball stadium?  

373. Would be great for baseball community in BC and youth growing up as baseball players. 

374. The new baseball stadium and events at the stadium will be great. Although there needs to 
be a way to get the student body out to events at the stadium. 

375. The baseball program has been highly successful and is gaining more and more popularity 
within the UBC and great Vancouver communities. A Stadium would highly improve the 
viewing experience for fans creating a fun environment to watch baseball. I think it is 
imperative that this project gets done, both for the UBC baseball program and for the fans 
of the program.  

376. I am not convinced that there is any need for this facility, but if it is to be built it should be 
with private donations and not from mandatory student fees. 

377. It will help foster varsity excellence within the ubc athletic community.  Seating,  lighting,  
and new entry level plaza are all important aspects of this facility.  It would enhance player 
development as well  

378. I suggest more thoughts be put into addressing the parking and traffic issues related to the 
renovation and upgrading of the facilities.  Perhaps there is a need to construct parking 
space (multi-floor structure including underground, such as the one next to the Chan 
Centre) to accommodate the serious parking and traffic issues whenever there is an 
activity at the Stadium.  The most recent event was the Apple festival at the UBC Botanical 
Garden, which drew large crowds of people in spite of the poor weather. Parking and 
traffic congestion have always been serious issues whenever events such as Apple Festival 
happen, even though the facilities are far apart.  Botanical Garden is relatively far away 
from the UBC campus compared to other sport facilities, yet an event taking place there 
seriously impact the traffic and parking in the south end of the campus.  This issue should 
be a high priority in all future planning of the facilities in the south end of the campus. 

379. Have not used the baseball stadium. 

380. I'm not sure how much of an audience it would bring or have 

381. Baseball already have a nice new facility, funds should be put into other teams.  

382. I haven't attended any sports events at UBC yet, but I would be interested in seeing some 
women's softball games and men's baseball at such a stadium. 

383. I think too much emphasis is being put on sports at the University entirely.  The 
construction of fields and facilities is never ending and quite a nuisance for residents in 
terms of noise.  Sporting events also create a lot of noise which lowers the enjoyment of 



 

 

 

 

quiet weekend  time.  The field lights are always on as well even when no one is using 
facilities which not only is wasteful but contributes to the overall level of light pollution.   

384. I am not familiar enough to comment 

385. If money is an issue I would rather it be spent on areas used by a larger amount of 
students such as the gyms and workout spaces. I do like the proposed facility though. 

386. Excited 

387. Hope to see a warm and adorable entry plaza 

388. Cool! 

389. I wish to see this project fulfilled and recommend the go ahead of this planned project. 

390. The same comments 

391. Its a great idea and a well executed plan. 

392. I like the idea, but I'm not sure how many tickets will sell for baseball. It has been located 
off campus for many years now, and there is not a significant following. An inquiry should 
be submitted to the students/neighbourhoods to see what the interest is. 

393. I have never been to a baseball game so I am not sure I can comment on this.  

394. I didn't see this option during the open house. The link provided in this survey doesn't 
show clearly what the land use design will look like so it is difficult to be able to comment. 
There is an illustration of a two-storey structure but it is unclear where it would be 
situated Is it possible to have a link to a view the intended lay out of the land use? 

395. Minimal as possible.   

396. Where is it located, hope away from residential areas. 

397. Depends where the entry plaza is located. 

398. None 

399. Good idea  

400. No comment 

401. Lighting - regulate so as not to "over light." Strain on residents and wildlife  

402. Needs to be completed. 

403. unless you have 200 games a year it isn't worth it 

404. I am excited to see the new Stadium! Baseball is growing in Canada and this is a great fit on 
campus for the greater community.  

405. Not bad. 

406. Go for it. Seems to make sense and is the least offensive of all the ideas in this survey. 

407. none 

408. Do people even watch baseball? 



 

 

 

 

409. It is unnecessary. The athletic fields are lovely. Don't ruin them by overbuilding. 

410. yes - let's do it 

consideration should be given to: 

a) how to accommodate softball 

b) how to accommodate use of parts of the space/facility by other groups for other 
purposes other than baseball (ie: change rooms that are no so specific to the sport of 
baseball or the main facility that they cannot be used by external groups using other 
sport/rec spaces on campus - for example: baseball stadium may be closed, but locker 
rooms designed that they could be opened for groups to use to change/shower when using 
fields in the vicinity) 

411. There's absolutely no need for a new baseball stadium. Huge waste of money that could be 
spent in more than a million better ways.  

412. I'm not big on baseball but the program seems to be doing well, and it looks really solid. 
I'm all for it. 

413. Please take steps to reduce light pollution and energy waste 

414. Lighting should have a big priority as it allows for better spectating at night. Also, covered 
seating is a must due to Vancouver weather  

415. None  

416. Make the beer cheap so students will attend.  Varsity sports are more fun to attend and 
play with a crowd, so it would make sense to attempt to cater towards the readily available 
group of students on and around campus 

417. Does anyone go to Baseball games? 

418. None 

419. Once again what are the traffic issues going to be and how manynight games are 
contemplated. The lighting at Thunderbird until 11pm is already an hour too long 

420. I don't think UBC needs a new baseball stadium.  

421. The concept is excellent. 

422. The University spends too much on athletics already.  It would be nice not to have more 
construction going on - it seems endless and it destroys the ambiance and peacefulness of 
the surrounding areas.  The University should invest more in other infrastructure that will 
actually help with its academic endeavors.  Staff would rather have pay increases than buy 
a ticket to go see a baseball game! 

423. I woudn't recommend rebuilding a stadium for a sport we are not too competitive in, I am 
in favor of focusing UBC's investment towards making 1 key facility into world class, 
instead of doing basic reno on 3-4 facilities just to make it "good enough", and my top 
choice would be war memorial. 

424. No comments as have not seen the plan 

425. This is not the States  



 

 

 

 

Having everything lit at night is not a restful or healthy place live 

426. like it  

427. Don't make the previously open sports field area cramped :( 

428. Keep the lights toward the field 

429. Would like to see entry plaza, and pregame activities to be located off East Mall or 16h 
Ave.  

430. Waste of money 

431. This should not be anywhere near residential areas. 

432. I think its great.  

433. No comments.  Even in the event of night games and activities in that space, I would expect 
that events will not run excessively late. 

434. A new baseball stadium would be a great asset for the UBC campus and athletics program. 
Another venue for residences of the south campus and student body to gather and enjoy 
being on campus. Baseball is a family oriented sport that would bring the UBC community 
closer together. 

435. no. 

436. It is not necessary to build a new baseball stadium. 

437. I think it is a great idea that will foster the growth and increased interest in baseball within 
our community and across the province.  

438. My last comment applies here too.  Don't put noisy facilities in residential areas.   

439. None 

440. Taking into account the limited activity of baseball throughout the year, investment in new 
facilities should be kept to a minimum. 

441. noise, traffic congestion, policing costs, parking, transportation, crime 

442. Tim ok with this idea for now depending on scale frequency of games ...understand only 
summer time? 

443. no need for a new baseball stadium  

444. Given the amount of development that has already taken place in the area surrounding the 
current baseball diamond, the 

proposal to add bleachers, more lighting, and a plaza is hardly surprising.  From my 
perspective, these changes will have far 

less impact on the surrounding neighbourhoods than that which would occur as a result of 
building a new football stadium on 

Thunderbird Park. 

445. No opposition to the plans, however if Option 3 is selected as the "Spectator Hub" option 
this will add to the problems mentioned above. 



 

 

 

 

446. The vast majority of students, faculty and staff are not engaged with the activities of the 
varsity sports teams.  This is not an american university.  UBC would do well to stop trying 
to find magical ways of becoming like an american university. 

447. Go for it. Sounds great. 

And while you are in the neighbourhood, the temporary bleachers for the track could be 
replaced with a more permanent structure, perhaps attached to the back of the baseball 
building. 

448. None 

449. Ensure that the development of university recreational facilities does not have a negative 
impact on the quality of life of UNA residents 

450. Please keep the development of the baseball stadium a minimum size.  For the big events, 
there is the Nat Bailey Stadium in our Vancouver to use. 

451. Why is a baseball stadium necessary or even appropriate, particularly given the climate 
(not the sunny desert climes of schools with major baseball programs), the traditions and 
importance of other sports and athletic pursuits featured at UBC (focus on soccer, hockey, 
football, field hockey, rugby, track and field, aquatics, etc.), and the negative impact on 
existing university neighbourhoods (traffic, parking, noise, congestion, etc.).   

452. I do not feel that a baseball stadium of that magnitude is warranted by the level of interest 
in that game .  The university should provide more support for soccer, hockey, field 
hockey, rugby and track and field rather than an emphasis on baseball., 

 

The additional lighting, seating and entry plaza would result in increased noise, light 
pollution and traffic congestion that would be detrimental to existing neighbourhoods. 

453. We have a baseball diamond.........why do we need another one? 

454. I do not feel major overhaul/expansion is necessary. Let's face it, I doubt we have a huge 
baseball following in the area. 

455. We have to make sure that we are supporting the interests of as many students as possible 
as we will be paying for a large portion I believe 

456. Same as for the previous question:  The athletic facilities are inexcusably inefficient at 
using land.  Offices and classrooms should be built into, around and under spectator 
seating.  Particularly if the playing surface is to be astroturf, what can be built under it?   

457. Since the new baseball facility was completed only 2 or 3 years ago,and rarely used, why 
would you build additional facilities. 

458. Not convinced this is the best use of funds. 

459. This money should have gotten allocated to gym renovations 

460. don't do it. 

461. Lighting impact on residential areas should be examined. 

462. Excellent 



 

 

 

 

463. UBC should decrease the volume intake by the main roads so that traffic jam can be 
reduced. Attendants going to sporting facilities should be able to drive there on a 
specialized road built just for accessing those facilities. People going to sporting events 
should not be using the main roads that students, staff, and residents use daily as their 
primary option to access those sporting facilities.  

464. Ok 

465. The basic plans are done and this is a UBC decision. I would attend with adequate seating. I 
would expect some UNA accommodation. 

466. If it is only available pending the building of the stadium as in spectator option 3, I am 
against it for many of the same reasons I oppose option 3 altogether.  Residents of the 
communities across Wesbrook (e.g., Hampton Place) tend to be older older and have 
chosen these residences for their retirement.  As such, they might well be considered a 
'vulnerable population'.  Additionally, many high school and elementary students walk this 
route each day, with the usual distractions of their ages.  They too might be in greater 
jeopardy should you build such a magnet for traffic along their routes to school.  This 
would be a serious violation of the principle you state, but not in the guiding principles, of 
UBC's commitment to creating happier, healthier, and more sustainable communities.   

467. none 

468. Ȱ%ÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÒÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ have a negative 
ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÏÆ 5.! ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȱ 

469. don't waste money -- there are better uses than sports stadiums 

470. Yes! Would incentivize attending these events 

471. Should be renovated.  

472. None. 

473. unnecessary 

474. Bad idea. 

475. Like the idea 

476. Baseball sucks.  

477. I suppose this is already a "done deal" because of alumni donations.  Shouldn't this money 
be going to meet academic priorities or to increase UBC opportunities for less well-off 
students? 

How about combining the baseball and football facilities, moving the former to a renovated 
Thunderbird stadium?  Save a lot of dough.  

478. Why? what does that do fr the average UBC student 

479. We do not understand your question/do not have this information, but our above 
comments regarding the quality of life for UNA residents surely apply here as well. 



 

 

 

 

22. Are there any additional recreation and athletics needs not identified that should 

be considered in the development of the strategy?  

# Response 

1. The birdcoop is so small for such a large university and all tje equiptment is old. Student 
health is important. 

2. Yes, the Bird Coop and Student Recreation Facilities are embarrassing. If more focus isn't 
put into non-varsity student well-being than the culture of the school will deteriorate as a 
whole. You cannot justify having such small facilities for such a large school while 
justifying spending in other areas which already have plenty of funding. We do not need 
cosmetic improvements, fix the existing facilities and put that money into building an 
actual gym and student rec area, sized properly for a school as large as UBC. Its almost 
unfathomable that people spend additional money to go to Golds, when such an 
affordable option exists in the form of the Bird Coop. That is solely due to the ridiculous 
size, or lack there of, of the gym.  

3. The reception centre is always crowded, I play basketball a lot and sometimes we have to 
share the court with badminton. A lot of people don't have a places to play basketball on 
campus. 

4. UBC should provide workout space free of charge to every student. 

5. Fitness facility must be massive.  

6. Support UBC eSports. Treat it as a varsity sport -- they are arguably doing way better than 
the rest of UBC Athletics combined. 

7. The Birdcoop is a recreation space I use multiple times each week to stay fit and active 
while studying at UBC. Getting exercise and being healthy is very important for your 
mental health and revealing stress from your academic work. This facility does not 
provide anywhere near enough space or equipment for a school the size of UBC. It is 
always jammed packed with students, staff, and other people who live near UBC. Lines for 
equipment (squat racks in particular) can be as long as 30 mins which really puts a 
damper in everyone's experience.  Sometimes it is too frustrating to wait and people give 
up without fully completing their workout. Not all of us are talented enough to be varsity 
athletes, but the average student's fitness should be considered just as important as 
theirs. The birdcoop/ recreation centre needs to be at least double the size that it is right 
now so that it can offer students more equipment, less lines, and more classes. This 
facility is very far behind UBC's growth and desperately needs to catch up for the well 
being of students and staff. 

8. Instead of relocating or rebuilding the recreation centers to increase the athletic capacity 
for UBC community, another option is to give the full access of those facilities to UBC 
communities instead of renting those facilities to other organizations.  

9. The focus with the new faciities should not merely address the standium and spectator 
needs, but the needs of new and improved recreation and fitness areas. 

10. Larger Bird-coop it is severely overcrowded and difficult to work out in. 

11. No, just to emphasis the extreme need at UBC for new and greater access to athletic 
facilities for both recreation and varsity sport.  And to include in the business cases the 



 

 

 

 

amazing recruitment and retention opportunities that arise from outstanding sport 
facilities; and the business opportunities associated with bringing large and important 
sporting events to this campus (with spin off reputational and financial benefits from such 
events - housing, food service, parking, cultural attractions etc). 

12. Facility constraints, lack of available field space for soccer/lacrosse/football/etc 

13. I currently use the swimming pool gym as the birdcoop is extremely busy at most times 
during the day. A gym has not been included in the new pool so when the old pool is 
closed I will have to join the masses that use the birdcoop. There needs to be more gym 
facilities on campus to reduce the strain on existing facilities and make going to the gym a 
more enjoyable experience. I'm sure most students would be willing to pay a bit more for 
gym membership to help cover the costs of building new facilities.  

14. Students need a better bigger gym. The bird coop is way to crowded to be the only 
student gym on campus. 

15. Bird Coop Renovation, expansion or total new development(possibly in the space that the 
old Sub occupied? 

16. Why is there no facility for archery on campus? We need this. 

17. Squash 

18. That the Birdcoop is the one fully functional fitness facility for a student population of 
~50 000 is pretty shameful. The limited access to fitness facilities should be addressed.  

19. undeveloped green space and park areas should be considered a priority.  

20. It is ridiculous that once the old Aquatics Centre is closed there will be no more free gym 
space on campus. The birdcoop is always crowded and is very intimidating to use for 
those who are new to the gym. In my opinion, money should be spent on expanding the 
birdcoop and making it free for students instead of rebuilding or renovating Thunderbird 
Stadium. 

21. Would like to have some basketball courts and if possible small ground for playing 
"Cricket", a game very popular among South-East Asians. 

22. Squash courts. 

23. Squash Courts. UBC Faculty and Alumni Squash Club is the only squash courts on campus. 
It is surprising that UBC doesn not have additional squash courts which I would very 
much like to see in the UBC "Game Plan". I play regularly at Evergreen Squash Club in 
North Vancouver and there is a very strong and vibrant youth program. The best players 
go on to Cornell and Harvard on squash scholarships. When I ask them why they did not 
consider UBC, they said there were no squash courts or squash program. This is a great 
opportunity to rectify this and I hope you will consider replacing the squash courts that 
were removed for the 2010 Olympics and never replaced. 

24. It is not clear to me what sort of new facilities will be available under this plan. We need a 
public fitness and recreation facility that is many times larger than the current UBC 
BirdCoop. I've been to a couple other universities in BC and UBC's student gym is, frankly, 
pathetically small and inadequate. Universities half our size have gyms many times larger. 
The BirdCoop is so crowded during normal hours that it's a waste of time to go. I struggle 
to find somewhere off-campus that is convenient and affordable to workout. My health 



 

 

 

 

and fitness have declined since I became a UBC student and I consider the lack of access to 
convenient recreational facilities to be a contributing factor. The minimal amount of gym 
equipment and space that is available for all students (i.e. the BirdCoop) makes me 
believe that UBC does not consider the health and well-being of students to be a priority. 

 

Future plans should focus on facilities that are available to all students, not just varsity 
athletes. While I support us having competitive varsity athletes, I think the health and 
well-being of the general student population should come first and I am 100% opposed to 
any sort of tiered system that gives varsity athletes access to fitness facilities that aren't 
available to all students. 

25. Bird Coop 

26. No 

27. make sure the aquatic centre has a sauna/steam room 

28. I think it's in UBC's interest for faculty members to exercise on-campus using UBC 
facilities--both because of the importance of faculty, staff, and student well-being, but also 
because faculty members have many other demands on their time that can interfere with 
exercise. UBC should consider increasing the faculty subsidy/discount for using the 
facilities (or consider making them free for faculty, as it is in many other universities). 
Right now, faculty pay MORE than members of UNA (UBC neighborhood residents), which 
seems wrong to me.  

29. Office space for Athletics and Recreation Staff. As the number of involvement 
opportunities increase for students, guests, alumni, etc... I think it's important to consider 
staffing needs in order to support excellence. From a recreation perspective, we want to 
offer more for community and students, but it's hard to do so when there isn't sufficient 
office or resource space to do the work that needs to be done. Just something to consider.  

 

As well, in regards to fitness space, I think this needs to be regarded as a high priority. 
When visiting universities in the USA, even schools with 30,000 students have 5 story 
gym facilities (Portland University) which can accommodate goals of becoming a 
healthier campus.  

 

Lastly, just think "practical" when creating each facility. There are 60,000 students and 
counting on campus... and if there is spaces on campus, it's going to be used for academics 
to a degree and to meet their needs as students.  

30. I miss the old rugby field between the Aquatic Centre and the SRC.  It's really difficult to 
get to practice rugby anywhere near the law school now, and another field at the north 
end of campus would be helpful. 

31. Nope 

32. Nope- the major one is gym/workout space for students 

33. A new gym is necessary for UBC students. The bird coop is very small and does not 
accommodate the population of UBC.  



 

 

 

 

34. I would like UBC to seriously think about how it is addressing the needs of those 
faculty/staff/students who most need the benefit of fitness facilities but who currently 
are not using them. For example, are overweight and obese people welcome (without 
prejudice) within your facilities or would they feel the effects of fat bias the minute that 
they walked through the door? Are there exercise programs that address the needs of 
people with physical disabilities? My experience of campus fitness programs is that they 
are designed to make healthy people fitter and do very little to address the very serious 
health needs of many within the community. I would encourage you to think about what 
you are doing to address these needs. Wouldn't it be great if all members of the UBC 
community felt welcome at the recreational facilities and believed that their health 
mattered just as much as the health of athletes?  

35. Well I would be curious to know what percentage of UBC students do participate in sports 
and would be interested to see which sports they do . 

Eg. Tennis, Swimming, Running.. 

 

Not everyone can afford to do certain sports, so it's good if money is to be spent on any 
new facilities that the venues are multi-use and could be 

used by a variety of sports depending on the season. If you build a new War Memorial 
Gym it should have an indoor running oval. With the rain we get it would be nice to have 
an indoor track that people could use to run or walk during their lunch breaks etc. 

 

And the facilities should be rentable to outside organizations sometimes or at least open 
for the public to use too at least one day a week to generate some income. 

36. More focus should be on health and wellness of overall student population (e.g. squash 
courts for more than just graduate students - 3 year waiting list - and professors) 

37. - Ensuring that the UBC REC/UBC Intramurals student volunteer program remains intact. 
This is an essential part of student development at UBC and is a unique opportunity for 
students to develop their leadership capabilities and take ownership over UBC recreation 
programming during their degree program. The organizational, leadership, and 
management skills developed through this program are a valuable part of the student 
experience at UBC.  

38. Non-sports events that could still utilize these expanded facilities - conferences, concerts, 
and others. 

Do ticket revenues justify the expanded spectator HUB? Or is this a "build it and they will 
come" hopeful strategy? I would hope that the demand is already in place. 

39. The cost to the student body in yearly student fees - there needs to be a way for these to 
be decreased for those who dont use the facility and for whom it is a hardship to pay.  

40. NEW FITNESS CENTRE 

upgrade the floor in osborne ball hockey arena. it is a joke to play on concrete pavement. 
either make it smooth concrete, tiles or hardwood. Also fix the lighting in the ball hockey 
arena in osborne, it's dangerous. cannot track the ball safely, greater risk for injury and 
for you to get sued, by me. 



 

 

 

 

41. Increased changing and locker facilities for staff and faculty who commute and/or 
recreate outdoors.  It rains a lot so going for a run at lunch or biking to work means 
having wet clothes that should be allowed to dry and needing a reasonable place to 
change (not a bathroom stall).  I work full time in a building that apparently has shower 
and change facilities but their use is restricted to a limited population in our building.   

42. There are few details given on what would be included in the proposed recreational 
fitness space. Ideally there would be more dance/yoga space, martial arts space, cardio 
equipment, weightlifting equipment, indoor cycling etc. The current UBC rec building is 
much too small, and cramped to meet demand. 

43. I only support the basic renovation of existing facilities, or if old facilities are in total 
disrepair I support their modest replacement.  

44. Additional spaces for exercise. 

45. A serious renovation of the Bird Coop Gym, plus expanding of student gym facilities.  
Compare to other universities, our fitness center is a joke. 

46. More general purpose fitness facilities to relieve pressure on the bird coop in terms of 
peak times, etc.  

47. All recreations areas should have gender-neutral facilities.  

48. BUILD UP / renovate the bird coop gym 

49. Sustainability: to keep it affordable for all to use the recreational facilities (including staff 
and faculty). 

Ensure there are sufficient shower facilities and lockers to accompany the recreational 
spaces. 

Please have a separate locker/change room space for those that are using the weight 
room area/treadmills etc (ie that requires membership) vs the other open recreational 
areas. 

 

50. Cost to students to actually use the facilities 

 

Students do not get enough in exchange for the Athletics and Recreation Fee they already 
pay. (I was told at orientation that this is more a "facilitation" fee) I want to use Queen's 
University as example here, since you highlighted Queen's as an example of a university 
with a high athletics and recreation space per student. Queen's students pay an annual 
fee, similar to the one UBC charges, except they get access to the fitness and recreation 
facilities for no additional charge. It would be great if UBC moved towards a model like 
this, especially if one of the guiding principles is to make the fitness space more accessible 
to students. 

51. Housing for the athletes 

52. faculty/staff accessibility for workplace health promotion; making current space 
inventory accessible to faculty/staff for changing/shower/storage/etc. 



 

 

 

 

53. I believe there should be a sports clubs space in this plan! Varsity has their own gym, and 
although we have gym time at the birdcoop, I believe it would greatly benefit the 300+ 
TSC athletes to have a space of their own! 

54. UBC is not currently taking advantage of any of its water based recreation activity. A 
future UBC marine complex on the waterfront would be monumental in establishing UBC 
as a centre for recreational and competitive activity to complement its strong academic 
focus. 

55. It would be great if you consider women only hours in gyms or swimming pools 

56. I think that the SRC should have a full rebuild, stay in the same location, but have the 
weights area be much larger with updated equipment. 

57. There should be a reduction in "varisty" fields, and an increase in general student 
acessible areas. The restrictions placed on the use of the varsity fields for such a small 
percentage of the student population is not logical. 

58. Perhaps a question to consider is how could the new design encourage more UBC 
staff/faculty/students & residents come out to support varsity athletics. How could the 
new design encourage more people to be physically active? 

 

Will there be women only spaces where muslim women can exercise together with the 
option of removing their hijab? 

Will there be gender neutral changing spaces that trans* persons can access without fear 
of discrimination? 

If Thunderbird stadium stays where it is, will there be a transport option from the bus 
loop for people with mobility challenges to be able to get to the games more easily? 

59. I don't know. 

60. what about including equestrian sports, via UBC farm? 

61. Stop wasting money on buildings that are used by a small number of people relative to the 
entire population of the school.  

62. The role of UBC as a historical location of the province of British Columbia: Remembrance 
day celebrations at the War Memorial Gym are a very important event at UBC.  To me as 
an international student, they have been a unique opportunity to connect with Canada's 
history.  Destroying the Gym would be a catastrophic loss for both the University and the 
province. 

 

 

63. Other schools have fantastic field-house type spaces that are very well utilized for both 
recreation and high performance. In the tear-down option of WMG, it would be great to 
consider something like this comparable to the UVic space, U of A Butterdome, etc.  

64. A bigger birdcoop fitness center. It is too small and not enough equipment for the amount 
of people using it 



 

 

 

 

65. Is there going to be any consideration for e-sports in the hub? 

66. increase gym space for group activities and clubs, is there potential to operate with 
another public partner such as the YMCA that has business that aligns with student and 
university needs 

67. 1)  As a UBC employee, the walking distance between my work and my noon-hour 
workout has an impact on keeping a regular exercise routine.  My arrangement is 
currently favorable, however I won't be able to get to the War Memorial zone more than 
once or twice per month.  I need access to "lesser" facilities in order to get the full benefit. 

 

2) I think it's odd that I need one card each for the pool, the bird coop, and Osborne.  I 
know they are different organizations, and I can overcome this obstacle by having three 
different punch-cards.  However, I think it should be easier for me to go between facilities 
as if they were one provider.  If there is a governance piece that the board wants to spend 
time on, I recommend that they consider removing departmental boundaries as it relates 
to the customer experience. 

 

 

68. My only other thoughts are that the student recreation experience should be paramount. 
Student participation in recreation leagues and events leads to healthier students; 
pushing for an American-like sports culture does not, in my opinion. 

69. More variety and cheaper concession. 

70. There is an extreme lack of fitness space on campus, especially now that the aquatic 
centre gym will also be lost. Intramural and dropin sports are also way overfull. More 
space is needed and of new, high-quality space is obviously preferred. With the loss of the 
aquatic centre gym there is an even more urgent need for new fitness space. The birdcoop 
is useless as it is way too crowded. 

71. Space for administration / storage in any of these options as well as the operational needs 
of the facility specifically with its relation to spectators. 

72. UBC is much better served striving to make sure that the students, faculty, and staff AS A 
WHOLE are leading healthy lifestyles to support learning, teaching, and research. Spend 
the money on facilities for everyone. Spend the money on free recreation passes for 
students, faculty, and staff and their families. Millions of dollars spent on Varsity athletics 
is a waste of money for a public university. As an alumnus of UBC I do not support these 
initiatives at all. 

73. Much more space and better facilities for the Bird Coop gym. 

74. UBC Thunderbirds Sport Clubs and other camps sports groups such as ams clubs wishing 
to gain field space on campus are extremely limited by availability and costs, especially 
during peak hours. This forces these groups to have practice times at very early or late 
hours, which is disruptive of academic excellence. Otherwise, costs would push away 
members and reduce their fitness and so health and well-being. UBC should increase field 
availability and lower costs to groups such as these.  



 

 

 

 

75. Wider access to general fitness facilities for non-varsity community members (i.e. not 
enough space in the birdcoop facility to accommodate demand) is vital, this will have a 
positive impact on a very broad spectrum of the university community . 

76. Include another free gym, like the one in the basement of the aquatic centre, in the new 
facility. 

77. I note there are not enough bike racks at the new Ponderosa buildings, and no shower 
facilities in the Ponderosa Commons for bike commuters. Each new building, I think, 
should have a dedicated room for both exercise and meditation in a central location in the 
building. just a rack of dumbbells, maybe a bench and a power rack too, a couple of 
barbells and some plates, some mats, a skipping rope or two and some instructional 
posters will be sufficient. and a separate small room for meditation, yoga, peaceful stuff 
like that. I think if you build it in, people will use it.  

78. Whatever recreation and athletics facilities are implemented steps should be taken to 
ensure that they are easily accessible (both cost and location) for all members of the UB C 
community (faculty, staff, students). My concern is that new facilities will either be too 
expensive or too far away to make use of on a regular basis 

79. Are there any arts related initiatives for REC being expanded? ie- dance, pottery, 
gardening, canning, cooking, etc? 

80. UBC needs better facilities for basic fitness. General health should be prioritized over 
team sports. UNBC's Northern Sports Centre is where UBC should look as a small-scale 
example of how to approach recreation and athletics on campus. 

81. What are the plans for updating/expanding/replacing the Student Recreation Centre? 

82. I think there should be more of an emphasis on fitness facilities (gyms) as it caters to the 
student population that does not play sports on campus (or maybe not at all) but would 
like a space to exercise. 

83. Just a general comment. Given the notoriety of UBC as a world-class university, it's 
recreation facilities, as well as the attention given to students as a whole, is laughable. 
Don't half ass this. Do the right thing and build a new recreation center from scratch. The 
UofM did it a few years ago, and now it has an amazing gym for it's students. Same with 
USask not too long ago as well, and I believe UoGuelph is doing the same. The student 
here deserve better than the Birdcoop/SRC. 

 

On that note, go ahead and fire Laura Jeary (or whatever her last name is) as the Birdcoop 
Manager. She is not fit to be in a managerial role 

84. There are many rooms in the nest designated to clubs, however, I feel that the clubs that 
share rooms could be considered better. Some clubs have a lot of equipment, but share 
rooms with other clubs that also have a lot of equipment. It may need to be managed 
better about which clubs share rooms. 

85. One of the reasons I enjoy lap swimming for exercise at UBC is because there is space to 
do so. This is in contrast to the City of Vancouver's almost complete lack of recreational 
swimming space, and possibly, due to the city's inability to forecast effectively for 
demographic growth and concomitant usage of many of its recreational facilities. From 
my standpoint, I am hopeful that UBC remain mindful, in addition to the other important 



 

 

 

 

factors it seems to be considering, that the city and area continue to grow and become 
more congested and that these forces will have a significant impact on recreational facility 
utilization, availability and enjoyment if not effectively considered and addressed.   

86. Do something about the tennis courts at Totem Park that got removed. 

87. a curling rink, please 

 

88. Consider what would best help us create a vibrant sports culture on campus. It is 
definitely lacking and new facilities won't necessarily be the answer if sports culture is 
not supported at a higher, strategic level. The fact that there are so many noise complaints 
on a campus probably hinders this. I absolutely understand the need for students to be 
considerate and not make excessive noise 24/7, but first and foremost this is a campus 
and should feel like one...not like a gated community.  

89. Building a new Bird Coop should be higher in the priority list 

90. It's not clear what are plans for maintaining or improving the facilities in the Osborne 
center. 

 

Also, there are lots of sport events on campus - triathlon, criteriums etc. Hopefully these 
will continue to be supported. 

91. I don't think the recreation centre sufficiently includes on campus cyclists, despite our 
location in a bicycle-friendly city. If the Bike Kitchen is not permitted to stay in the SUB, 
please consider bringing it 'in house' as part of UBC's recreation and athletics facilities. 
This would promote Principle 2 to "promote the health and wellbeing of students, faculty, 
staff and residents." The recreation and athletics facility can easily leverage student 
health initiatives beyond its own brick and mortar building by supporting UBC's bicycle 
commuters. In particular, this can be manifested by including an on-site commuting 
centre for students (and faculty/staff) who commute to campus by bicycle. This will 
encourage year-round commuting and opportunities for bicycle commuter community 
building on campus. The facility's location is an ideal location for this, as transit and bike 
routes to UBC are adjacent to it. Such a commuting centre would be a small investment 
while conferring health and fitness benefits for years to come. It would also encourage 
cyclists to access the recreation and athletics facility, as they will undoubtedly prove a 
receptive demographic. Specifically, such a centre should include a warm locker area for 
commuters to hang rain gear, with a lock sign out, similar to the way MOA has lockers for 
drop in use. There is a definite need and sore lack of this on campus; lockers in campus 
buildings are rarely tall and are not drop in. Another amenity would be drop-in access to 
gender-neutral change rooms and showers. If these amenities were provided, campus 
commuting would increase. This will also have a side benefit of providing a social space 
for commuters to encounter each other, and will build this community on campus.  

92. I would love a larger skatepark. An extension of the current one. 

93. Concern for non-varsity recreational requirements should be looked into more deeply.  

94. The current size of the birdcoop is much too small for the amount of students on campus. 



 

 

 

 

95. Like I previously mentioned, the main concern for me and other students I have talked to 
is space. The current workout space is so small that it forces students like me to go in 
search of gyms outside of UBC. We need a bigger space to work out. We need a gym that 
has enough machines and equipment so that students are not waiting in line to use one 
machine. In addition, we need a gym that also has more than one fitness studio so that 
students can take more fitness classes.  

96. better climbing centre 

more exercise spaces on campus (ie more fitness centres) 

97. Better fitness facilities for the residents of UBC housing. Example, the Thunderbird fitness 
room is a bit of a joke.  

98. Placing "open use" basketball, mini soccer and volleyball courts (or multiuser courts for 
these) here and there around the fields where space allows would be nice and encourage 
everyday physical activity. These would be places where anybody could drop in to 
play/throw/kick or set up a game with friends. There are examples of these around the 
world nowadays. 

99. Varsity Strength and Conditioning and Indoor rowing spaces are insufficient to provide an 
excellent varsity experience 

100. Given that the existing facilities still work, especially stadiums, please consider that they 
are operated for a small number of people relative to the core academic buildings.  I see 
no reason to prioritize UNA residents (I used to be one) on core academic land, not many 
students use the stadiums relative to overall use of academic buildings, staff and faculty 
are not a group for the spectator hub but have a bunch of poorly-working buildings that 
they have to work in every day they are at UBC - please make these the priority first!  

101. The proposed Athletic Excellence Center is an amazing and long needed idea and it must 
address ALL Varsity support such as marketing/SID/EVents staff and especially all 
Athletic Therapy and Strength and Conditioning needs with possible athletes lounge area.  

102. I would be interested to see UBC preserving, protecting, and opening up woodland and 
beach for use as outdoor recreational facilities: for it to be safe for people to walk, run, 
cycle, and generally enjoy the outdoors; at all times of day and night. 

103. Allan McGavin physio services a lot of people (including varsity athletes) and I hope that 
when War Memorial gets rebuilt, some money will be put towards a larger and up to date 
physio centre. 

104. I am appalled and saddened that UBC would invest any money at all (even with the 
majority covered by stakeholders, donors and other revenue sources) in recreation and 
athletics given the dire need for additional support and funding in education and research 
(particularly basic research). Amazing faculty/researchers and their staff (collateral 
damage) are at risk of having to close lab (if they haven't already had to do so) because 
UBC will not supplement the minimal grant funding available. Yet, projects to attract the 
lucrative internati onal students (where does that revenue go??) and UBC GamePlan take 
priority. Recreation and athletics is only a negligible part of what currently makes UBC a 
leading post-secondary institution. Focus first and foremost on repairing what I assumed 
were the heart and brain of this system: education and research. 

105. I think a new fitness centre and facilities for varsity programs should be the focus. 



 

 

 

 

106. The most significant delinquency of UBC's athletic and recreation infastructure is the 
diminutive size of the gymnasium facilities. The Bird Coop cannot come oven close to 
serving the student population of 50,000+. We need a better and larger gym space and it 
will have large tangible effects on the overall mental and physical wellbeing of our 
community. 

107. Osborne centre- bodyworks fitness facility! Great centre that has NEVER been renovated 
and targets numerous population- especially older adults.  

108. The gymnasium should be attached to the aquatic center, it makes more sense to have one 
building dedicated to sports and health 

109. The University should support healthy transportation and commuting options by 
redoubling its efforts to reduce speed limits in and around campus, including reducing 
existing 30 km/h zones to 20 km/h wherever possible. 

110. Instead of focusing solely on investing funds in rebuilding and expanding areas why not 
promote new activities,active programs or healthy food programs that are accsesible to 
all students on campus and off campus that will promote health and well being.  

111. Expand the Bird Coop! 

112. As I mentioned in two previous comments, the focus of a recreation strategy at UBC ought 
to be on providing access to recreational facilities for UBC's population of students, staff, 
faculty, and residents, not just for varsity athletes and spectators. While the latter two 
categories may create value for UBC through sponsorship and other business 
opportunities, I believe that UBC is better served at seeking commercial interests through 
other channels such as housing and land development. Using sports as a means to develop 
business at UBC risks reducing the opportunity for all students to access a gym facility. In 
short, I believe that a recreation strategy at UBC should focus first on constructing a new 
BirdCoop that matches the size and service of other leading on-campus gyms across 
Canada, as UBC lags in this. 

113. You have not mentioned the facilities in the new aquatic centre.  They do not presently 
include a weight room, such as the one in the present aquatic centre.  This is a major 
omission.  Many users of the aquatic centre also use the weight room.  It will be extremely 
inconvenient to undress/dress for swimming, dress again to go to the Recreation Centre, 
undress and dress again.  This new pattern is inconsistent with the value of 
student/faculty/community health and well -being.  I strongly urge the new plan to 
include a weight room in the new aquatic centre. 

114. IF you build anything the residents should be considered the NOISE, TRAFFIC would be 
unbearable. Who would want to live here? 

115. We need a new Birdcoop. It is inadequate for UBC's population and is overcrowded and 
therefore unsafe. The REC Centre itself is also overcrowded for drop-ins, with only three 
gymnasiums for the entire population of UBC.  

116. Expansion of weight room is greatly needed. The Bird Coop is extremely crowded and 
desperately needs a renovation.  

Availability of water fountains around rec facilities should be increased as much as 
possible. 



 

 

 

 

  

117. Proximity to public transit and to the core of the campus 

118. In terms of buildings like the war memorial gym, aesthetics in spatial context is key. The 
facility is an eyesore that will worsen as the area around the new bus loop and university 
boulevard develops uniformly. 

119. Additional gym facilities for students. Bird coop is often too full. 

120. Will UBC build a new outdoor pool? 

121. UBC always broadcasts that mental health is one of its priorities, yet lacks the proper 
recreational and fitness space that would greatly improve students' mental health. The 
Birdcoop is the best example of this. For a university of over 40,000 students, somehow 
UBC has a smaller gym than most of the smaller universities in the province, such as UVic 
and UNBC. UNBC in particular has a 10th the student population of that of UBC, and has 
recreational and fitness space not only enough for its students, but even the public. 
What's wrong with this picture? 

122. The recreation Hub is a good idea, however there should also be recreation facilities 
dispersed in other areas throughout the campus. The campus is very sprawling, and it is 
not practical for individuals who work/study on the opposite side of the campus to be 
able to attend lunch time or drop-in fitness classes at the Hub location. It would 
encourage more participation in fitness and sport if there were other recreational 
exercise options at different locations on campus. 

123. need dedicated times for faculty & staff use when students are not allowed 

124. Most people would really appreciate if the priorities were targeted at the average 
student/faculty. Facilities for recreation (fitness centers, gymnasiums, pools) that can be 
used by many people are the best investment. In contrast, single-purpose choices like 
building a new baseball stadium are a colossal waste of campus space, since they will 
rarely or *never* be used by most faculty or staff, and that money/space can be used for 
so many other things. 

125. Spending on academic mission should come ahead of spending on athletics. We are a 
university not a real estate development company with attached sports club. 

126. It may be captured elsewhere that I missed, but creating a better hub for the 
administrative activities, not only for hired coaches but also for those of us who were in 
charge of teams as student athletes. In this current model that would primarily be the 
club sport teams. Having an integrated plan to bring club sports and varsity sports closer 
together would be beneficial.  

127. - Need more class options and consistent instructors ( too many changes)  

- 1 nice building that fit gym , studios all in one ! ( UBC REC BUILDING IS OLD ! )  

- punch cards with no refund  

128. N/A 

129. Expand or renovate Bird Coop.  



 

 

 

 

130. YES - improving and expanding the Bird Coop fitness centre facilities. This could include 
expanding the Fitness Centre space and adding more equipment to enhance access in 
response to increasing demand, as well as increasing the number of day use lockers 
available for users of this facility. 

131. THE BIRDCOOP. The space is way too small for the number of people that use it. It needs 
to be 3-4 times the size. I actually no longer attend the Birdcoop, as the crowds and lack of 
space drove me away to finding other options.  

132. no 

133. No. 

134. The strategy should address funding sources and provide sound business justifications 
for spending.  

135. The wellbeing of faculty and students could be best supported by providing comfortable, 
permanent and reliable office spaces.  

136. I fully understand why it is that the university wants to prioritize the revitalization of its 
recreational and sports facilities.  I don't really have any thing against varsity sports and I 
am fully supportive of all university initiatives to improve the health and fitness of the 
members of the university community.  I am concerned, however, about the prioritizing of 
public/spectator facilities over the basic needs of UBC students and faculty.  Many of our 
classrooms are woefully out of date and can't accommodate new forms of teaching.  Many 
faculty are in substandard offices.  My office  hasn't been touched since it was built in the 
70s.  My office furniture isn't ergonomic at all.  My carpets are stained (and have been for 
the last 20 years).  And my office is actually pretty good by comparison --  some of us 
don't have ceiling tiles. I was recently in the ISGP offices in the McMillan building. Half of 
the hallway lights are burned out and the paint on the walls is peeling off.  Garden space, 
all over campus, is looking untended.  Yes, we need to make sure that the public spaces on 
campus are are reasonable but, I have to say, it feels as though this happens at the 
expense of our offices and classrooms. 

137. There should be gyms available at several sites on campus, not just the bird coop. It's too 
crowded there, and it's not a manageable distance from class / work for everyone. 

138. Recreation is completely different from athletics.It would be nice to bring some activities 
to the Housing commons block, because many of us are parents and cannot attend the 
regular hours. This would not require any reconstruction - only willingness.  

139. No 

140. Zero cost options, like promoting bike commuting (showers! There aren't enough) and 
just telling people to go outside. 

141. Where are the facilities to meet gap in student access not tied to varsity sports? 

142. Will there be sufficient outdoor space for recreation and intramurals special events such 
as Storm the Wall or outdoor yoga or pick up soccer and rugby games. Will there be 
outdoor space that can be used by the general student body for adhoc recreation and 
sports.  

 



 

 

 

 

The football stadium should be as central as possible on campus. The more central the 
better.  

 

All new facilities should include varsity study spaces and varsity alumni meeting rooms 
for pre and post games.  

 

If you live on campus and live next to the football stadium you should expect noise. I am 
less concerned about noise and do not think this concern should be a priority. Student 
access should be the priority.  

 

 

 

 

143. what about the needs of people who think sports are a massive waste of time and money 
and would prefer you invest in academic programs and not bleeding students dry through 
tuition hikes? 

144. There needs to be more space for regular students in the birdcoop/ a new gym and for 
drop in sports. How can students even be excited about the Varsity teams that take away 
any recreational space they have?  

 

The size of the birdcoop for a school like UBC is a joke 

145. Table Tennis Table Tennis Table Tennis Table Tennis Table Tennis Table Tennis Table 
Tennis Table Tennis Table Tennis Table Tennis Table Tennis Table Tennis Table Tennis 
Table Tennis Table Tennis  

146. From my past as a varsity athlete I can attest that the recently successful rowing team 
could use a larger space to train on campus (as they currently trian in a nook in the side of 
Doug Mitchell which is not large enough as they now share it with the Whitecaps who use 
it as a storage space. 

147. just build more gym capacity, we don't need more spectator stuff.  

148. Where would the new gym go, and would the current birdcoop stay where it is? 

149. no 

150. Build trails to run in the forest by the ocean. 

Promote hiking trips. 

151. Outdoor fitness space.  Ways to increase student use and access to fields.  Racket sports 
like squash. 

152. we need a new gym. Our current gym is dangerously crowded. 

153. Additional weight-room 



 

 

 

 

154. I wish there could be a third studio/gym on the south part of campus, somewhere around 
forestry building. I often have class in that area and couldn't make it to my favourite 
fitness lessons because SRC is too far.  

155. As long as a new workout gym will be build and easily accessible to all UBC students - my 
and a lot of my friends' needs will bu satisfied. 

156. Another ice rink, there is a huge lack of ice in the community and it was a mistake to lose 
an ice surface.  From a community perspective the cost of facility rental (the ice ricks) is 
excessive.  The old Father Bauer rink was a true testimony to his legacy.     

157. Renovation, or at the very least new equipment, in the small gyms available at first year 
residences for those who can't afford a Student Rec Center membership.  

158. While not strictly a recreation or academic need, any renovated or new facility should 
include proper, secure space for bicycle storage and updated or new shower & change 
facilities (such as Allard Hall has). 

159. Focus the attention on academic learning space to support the Core Academic Mission. 

160. The bird coop needs to be much larger, particularly the weight room and the cardio 
machines. At other institutions, their work out room is as large as an ice rink or larger.  

161. Are there common spaces in these facilities that students can use to study and/or to 
support their academic goals (especially in the War Memorial Gym option)? 

162. It has to be easy for students to get into the facilities, and there should be as few paywalls 
as possible. Also, let students come in with their bags if they don't want to use lockers at 
the gym, as long as they are wearing appropriate shoes or something. 

In terms of needs, there is not much that is not already met (apart from an outdoor 
Calisthenics area), as the campus is already great for jogging, and there are plenty of gyms 
around. 

163. I think we should be doing more to support everyday fitness and athletics within different 
departments and within UBC housing. These large scale renovations do not do a lot to 
address access issues, given that 'centrally located' is still often far away and inconvenient 
for many people on campus.  

164. Increasing usability of fields by lighting more of them.  

165. I think there needs to be a lot more weight room space, and more physiotherapy space as 
well.  

166. Varsity sports are at best a distraction to the university's core mission. 

167. In line with UBC's desire to be a sustainability leader, it would make sense to develop 
proper, well-lit and continuous biking trails for bike-commuters, and better end-of-trip 
facilities for cyclists, as well as a fleet of UBC bikes.  We live in a spectacularly cyclable 
city, and we could combine our sustainability & recreational goals for a very modest 
investment. 

168. The need for more easily accessible and well-functioning fitness centres for members of 
the UBC community who are not professional athletes.  



 

 

 

 

169. Please include squash facilities into the new recreational complex as a means to promote 
community health and fitness, and provide future varsity/competition level squash 
opportunities.  

170. Maybe a dedicated staff facility and not aligned to airy fairy changing aging concepts. 

I am 60 and do not subscribe to that nonsense. Maybe hold a few National Strength and 
Conditioning Conferences. 

Do not have athletic directors that want to eliminate the field from track and field and so 
forth. 

171. A new student recreation center should be a much higher priority than new stadiums. The 
current fitness center is completely unacceptable. The size of the fitness center is the 
same size of my undergraduate college of 2,400 students! And we did not have to pay to 
use it! The amount of research available supporting the beneficial effects of exercise on 
cognitive abilities is overwhelming. By providing an area for all students to use, not just 
ones that can afford it, you are helping them increase their academic potential and will 
help UBC produce better students.  

172. Build more gyms 

173. The birdcoop needs more space to accommodate the influx of students 

174. nope 

175. The Coop needs to be built way bigger than it is now. It is far too crowded in there all the 
time and not enough equipment/space to go around. 

176. There is a lot of opportunity to incorporate facilities for education and sports. The 
Kinesiology department does not have any modern teaching space. Furthermore, a 
partnership between athletics and academics (i.e. a more sophisticated athletic training 
program, strength and conditioning program) could benefit both students and the 
athletes. 

177. 23 

178. More, better, cheaper dance classes!   At Queen's University they were a third the price, 3 
x as many class options, and much more fun.  They were student run, so perhaps that's the 
missing key here. 

179. The Bird Coop recreation center does not meet the needs of UBC. It is ridiculous that for a 
campus this large, there is really only one location for students/staff to exercise. 
Considering how many people use the facilities, they are far too small, dirty, overcrowded, 
and poorly maintained. I would gladly pay a higher rate to have a better quality gym, 
however there is only one other option on campus (Gold's gym). Why not have an area of 
the gym dedicated for women's only fitness???? 

180. Renovate Osborne gym. Im all for renovation, not building more shit and relocation and 
having more construction everywhere u walk. 

181. No 

182. Why have stadiums been stressed and not another birdcoop? I want to see solid plans and 
initiatives to have more gym spaces for regular students on campus. The bridcoop is very 



 

 

 

 

intimidating and constantly full. I would use the gym more if it wasn't so hard to ask to 
use gym equipment. 

183. No. I believe UBC already offers plenty of activities. 

184. Excellent facilities are one of the foundations for excellence in sport and recreation. I do 
hope that the focus on people is one highlight as well. Proper facilities managers, well-
trained staff and dedication to excellence from both the recreational to varsity coaching 
staff should also compliment any new strategy and facilities. 

185. Posters with instructions/tips on how to use the various machines would be helpful and 
more encouraging for people just beginning to workout. It would be nice if there was a 
wider variety of equipment i.e.: crossfit ropes, curved treadmills, etc.  

186. I try to cycle to campus and am currently coping with the closure of the bike kitchen.  
Biking for me is more for commuting than recreation but it does address the wellbeing 
goals. 

187. From the perspective  of a recreational soccer player at UBC, I don't think that UBC 
provides adequate field space for student-organized, community based soccer games, 
especially since student fees go towards the construction and upkeep of UBC's fields. Ken 
Woods and Warren turfs are used throughout the week by Vancouver Youth League 
teams either practicing (usually from 5pm onwards on weekdays) or playing games (from 
mornings to mid afternoons on weekends), leaving no time for UBC students to organize 
their own soccer activities. 

188. Velodrome 

189. More futsal courts so the basketball courts do not get booked by the soccer people, 
because then the basketball players have no where to play except outside, and it gets 
really cold around this time of year so we cannot even play outside. 

190. New lovation for birdcoop 

191. Get the varsity sports closer to housing and campus 

 

192. Build more gyms or expand the fitness centers (birdcoop). Have you tried going to the 
gym at 3pm during weekdays? 

 

Have more available basketball courts (indoor courts in general) that are available for 
drop in.  

 

3 courts in the SRC is not enough. And they are different most of the time. 

193. The optimum opening hours of UBC Aquatic Centre are monopolized by some training 
programs. For most of the time in the afternoon on weekdays, the students and staff 
cannot use UBC Aquatic Centre. 

194. UBC needs an Olympic Combat Sport Centre where male and female athletes that practice 
Judo, Wrestling, Tae Kwon Do, Fencing, Boxing can practice, have competitions, local and 
international camps. 



 

 

 

 

195. SRC 

196. It's absurd that as students we pay for these facilities and yet there are no fields available 
for casual use. 

197. More recreation and athletic space for the average student. Varsity students are a tiny 
percentage of the student population!! 

198. I am a part of two AMS run athletic clubs and our space isn't the most ideal, and one keeps 
being moved around. I was wondering if the new strategy would help out clubs with space 
to practice. 

199. Bird coop gym renovations 

200. Maintaining UBC inclusivity to all sports. Not focusing only on the big sports. I think a 
university needs to be a place where athletes in smaller sports (non profitable) have the 
opportunity to train for the olympics. BE CAREFUL TO KEEP PROFESSIONAL AND 
UNIVERSITY SPORT SEPARATE.  

 

201. Birdcoop is tiny considering how many students use it 

202. I think that for many people working on campus and living off campus the gyms are 
obscure and not something they consider attending. If you want this group to be involved 
and participating then I think you need to reach out and properly advertise. 

203. Addition sports facilities like climbing wall, more recreation space and equipment 
(weights, treadmills, rowing machines, elliptical, etc) 

204. New birdcoop. The thing is wayyy too small for the number of students going in 

205. There should be more rec soccer fields. I live across from them and am always looking to 
go play but so many times there are other league games for urban rec or some high school 
league. Now that the White Caps have their own field that took away one of the old turf 
fields there is even less space for students. Not cool. There needs to be at least 1 or 2 more 
fields so that UBC students can always have facilities to play/practice on. 

206. I really think that the need for an improved recreational-level student gym and workout 
space should be the primary concern of this consultation and plan. The size and facilities 
of the BirdCoop, Studios, and sport space is insufficient for the size of community at UBC. I 
understand that land space, and square footage is a premium in a land-locked campus like 
UBC, but the physical health and well-being of students, staff, and residents should be a 
primary concern, which is not currently being fulfilled by the BirdCoop and surrounding 
facilities.  

207. Increase links to community based youth sports clubs 

208. Accessibility for students, the current football stadium is not close to residences and is 
hard to find without a map. Keep the bird coop in a central location but it needs to be 
about 5 times as large to meet the actual demand on campus. Both the bird coop and the 
Golds Gym on campus are packed 100% of the time and there isn't really an alternative in 
rain soaked Vancouver.  

209. Recreation fitness - the birdcoop is an atrocious fitness space considering its supposed to 
serve >35,000 students. Universities across Canada have far superior spaces for their 



 

 

 

 

students to exercise. Disliking the birdcoop because it is small, understaffed and often 
way too full of people (especially during peak hours) deters students from going, 
exacerbating the sedentary lifestyle promoted by long days sitting in classrooms.  

 

 

210. There needs to be a new birdcoop. It is way too small and doesn't make sense that there is 
only one, small work out gym for a campus of this size. A lot of programs at UBC (Greek 
system etc) value athleticism but it sucks that there is no real place for us to enjoy our 
work outs.  

211. More gym space or a new gym!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Birdcoop is way too small to accommodate the number of students that workout in there-
- lack of space has begun to deter students from even going to the Birdcoop, ultimately 
impacting their health and wellness that UBC supposedly seeks to improve 

212. Larger gym for general population 

213. The state of UBC's fitness facilities was embarassing during my time at UBC (2009 to 
2014), especially when compared to other large universities with wonderful, large, well 
supported fitness facilities (Queen's University Athletics & Recreation Centre). Please take 
advantage of the opportunity to make fitness and fun a daily part of campus life, and 
include end-of-trip facilities for bicycle commuters. 

 

Honestly, the SRC changing facilities are disgusting and always smell like urine. 

214. New birdcoop, we are a 50k student population with many people who use that facility 
yet it has not been renovated or upgraded in years. There is constant over crowding and it 
demotivates students from going there. This place will promote healthier lifestyle for 
more students which will improve academic success and appeal to attend the university. 
Most if not all university of UBCs caliber have a gym twice a big to accommodate the 
students. 

215. Previously mentioned practice and dedicated spaces for non-varsity clubs, both TSC and 
otherwise 

216. If War Memorial Gym is renovated for student athletic and recreation purposes, will the 
basketball and volleyball teams continue to practice and play their varsity games there?  

What will happen to the student recreation centre? 

Would be awesome if there could be a large parking lot adjacent to Thunderbird stadium 
for proper tailgating for alumni.  

217. For a campus of this many people, there are not enough facilities for students to work out 
on an individual level. Having one small gym, the Birdcoop, is discouraging to students 
because it is so unpleasant to use. Multiple gyms for all-student access should be created 
on more sections of campus for easy access.  

218. the birdcoop desperately needs to be renovated; better equipment as well as more 
equipment is needed. a larger gym space is required for a student body as large as ubc's. 



 

 

 

 

because of such poor facilities many students end up going to golds gym, which is a shame 
as well as lost revenue for UBC 

219. New war memorial gym should have better equipment- ie basketball hoops that lower 
down mechanically from the ceiling  

220. Nothing i haven't already said. More exercise space and equipment for students. Don't 
spend my money building another stadium for varsity teams to lose games in.  

221. Improved BirdCoop, highly highly expanded and upgraded! This is my biggest priority 
and the place I use the most, and is also used the most by other students. Our current 
situation is way too small for the size of our school.  

222. The Student Recreation centre sees thousands of students every week; yet the facilities 
are nowhere near what they should be in order to cater to such a high number of 
students. The BirdCoop gym is so small that it deters students from going. As someone 
who is there several times a week, I hear more than once every week that someone 
doesn't want to go for a workout simply because the gym is 'too busy'. Machines are 
always busy, and you end up spending more time waiting for them than actually doing 
your workout. As a university that pushes active and healthy living so much, efforts 
should be made to make it possible for students to do so.  

223. You need to put more effort into the 99% of UBC that does not participate in varsity 
sports. Rebuild the birdcoop and tripple its capacity.  

224. Wright Field and the surrounding soccer fields need permanent access to 
bathrooms!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! They should also have access to change rooms!  

225. Much more thought needs to be put into keeping our varsity athletics facilities as close as 
possible to the center of campus, as that is so important to student engagement with the 
teams! 

226. Building a larger fitness facility for non-varsity athletes! 

227. Athletics and fitness are not only improved by new facilities, but equally by qualified staff. 

228. More workout space for students 

229. The biggest issue is the size of student recreation facilities such as the Birdcoop. It is too 
small for the size of the student body, the smallest student:size ratio in Canada. 

230. bigger Birdcoop - it's so crowded and awful right now 

231. Bird coop needs to be free 

232. Please please please make a larger gym for students to work out in! Right now it is son 
cramped and the equipment is ancient it is not conducive to working out.  

233. Softball Field! And a place for athletes to "refuel" with food, have their own study hall 
(like football), and get tips on nutrition.  

234. A new Birdcoop. The current one is very crowded 

235. I think establishing a safer network of trails around the campus is the best way to 
encourage use of them by not spending incredible amounts of money on infrastructure. 
Those trails are amazing, but I know a lot of people, especially women feel unsafe 
running. The Coop is way too crowded on a good day, so the more facilities we create, the 



 

 

 

 

better the result will be in people getting out and getting active. Perhaps a designated 
yoga studio on campus for the yoga club and any other martial arts clubs would be a good 
use of space.  

236. More rackets facilities  

237. Need more gym space and ice time options for students to use on their free time for 
health and well-being purposes. Some of the strategies are too focused on Varsity 
athletics and fail to realize the amount of students who won't to be active but are limited 
by UBC's facilities.  

238. UBC desperately needs a combat sports facility. A few combat sports have gotten together 
but are lacking appropriate training space. They have over 100 members and such a 
facility can serve competitive as well as casual sports participants. UBC has several areas 
that are currently underused that could easily be repurposed with a limited cost.  

 

They need to add this to the list of projects.  

239. If you demolish the Osborne building, Gymnastics activities for children and recreational 
opportunities for adults will be disrupted for a long period. 

240. Build a gym that actually represents the student body. Having one gym that has a capacity 
of 280 people for a student body of 50k plus stupid is absolutely ludicrous and is so far 
from UBC striving for "excellence"  

241. More workout space 

242. I think that there should be focus on rebuilding a fitness centre for ALL students, staff, 
faculty, community should use. Rebuilding the thunderbird stadium and war memorial 
gym would be only helping the varsity students, and not the rest of the campus 
community. The general campus community NEEDS an expanded gym (BirdCoop). The 
wait times are outrageous and the size does not support the population that uses the gym 
(BirdCoop).  

243. Female only gym. This option needs to be made with such a large student population. 
There is lack of equipment and safe space in the public gyms for all women to go there 
and feel completely comfortable. 

244. The bird coop is way too small for the amount of students on campus. I pay way more 
money to go to golds because the bird coops is way too busy.  

245. Development and space for athletic clubs ex wrestling 

246. Keep swimming top of mind. You need to be "all over" the new facility and adjust 
immediately as needed. Also watch carefully as word on the street is that its another 
"Guildford disaster" in which the LEED white environment is causing signifiant health 
issues for lifeguards and swimmers alike.   

247. Administrative space for the growing staff force that will be required to maintain the new 
facilities, programming, etc. It is not enough to fit recreation into other existing facilities. 
Wellness and physical activity should be at the forefront of UBC's priorities as it is an 
essential part to overall student wellbeing. In order to show that we are making this a 



 

 

 

 

priority, a full  rebuild should be greatly considered in order to successfully serve our 
students. 

248. not that i can think of 

249. While upgrading varsity facilities, the university should also take in consideration of the 
remainder of the student population. There are thunderbird sportsclubs, REC, AMS clubs 
and public communities that will need these facilities too.  

250. Spaces for student leaders are needed. 

251. Stop gobbling up recreation lands with housng & academic or support building activities 

252. Bigger fitness center is a very big priority. Gym is always over crowded and makes it 
difficult for people to workout in the facility. People have to wait for a long time just use 
equipment. A bigger fitness center will allow for more equipment. The university will only 
continue grow bigger which will make less people want to come to the fitness center if it 
is always over crowded especially during peak hours.  

253. Build a new student rec centre with a bigger Bird Coop that reflects the student 
population. The varsity teams have enough new shiny buildings that they will be fine. If 
the varsity teams can bring in ALL of the money that is needed then they can build all the 
things they want. But if you are going to take my money that I put towards athletics and 
build new buildings for teams that don't win, players that don't get drafted and people 
that don't go to the Olympics, then I would rather my money go towards things that fund 
the general student population and make it affordable for students to get healthy and 
active.  

254. The Rashpal Dhillon Track needs a resurfacing and new spectator stands.  Many high level 
events take place their and Vancouver secondary schools use this field for their year end 
championships. The UBC track team as well as the Thunderbirds track team also use this 
field quite heavily and its in need of a face lift. 

255. I'd like to argue that recreation doesn't simply occur in a building marked "gym" or 
"stadium". Consider the benefit of installing series of outdoor fitness equipment on a trail 
around an area of campus for example. Recreation hubs are great for some people, but for 
others, like myself, the idea that a "gym" (pool, arena, etc) is the only place one does 
"exercise" creates an uncomfortable association that puts me off "exercise" entirely. I 
would far rather be encouraged to be more active in my daily routine. 

256. Build some condos around new stadium. Some people love that. Not too many options 
exist where one can watch live games from one's condo. 

257. This campus should develope squash and racquetball courts to expand options. 

258. There is no question that the current facility (WMG) for varsity basketball and volleyball 
is the last of the outdated and run-down facilities in Canada West and certainly does not 
support the pursuit excellence nor attract the top student-athlete to UBC. 

259. UBC Student Gym - The current birdcoop does not accommodate for the amount of 
students on campus.  

260. Student Rec centre, undersized and overcapacitated  

261. Outside rentals which provides Athletics and Recreation with revenue 



 

 

 

 

262. Birdcoop is way too small for the size of our campus and how athletic our school is. Sport 
clubs are also presenting a need for a potential facility.  

263. Yes.  Multi-use green spaces for recreational sports use throughout campus.  Very hard to 
find anywhere for a pick up game of soccer or Frisbee, etc. 

264. New workout facility that can accommodate the 60,000+ students that have access to the 
facility. 

265. The key issue is that there needs to be either another gym equivalent to the birdcoup, or 
birdcoup needs to be vastly expanded, as there is hardly ever a moment during which the 
gym is not crowded, which is extremely problematic, considering a large portion of ubc's 
guidelines is to promote personal health and fitness - and as such this should definitely be 
addressed  

266. Renovate the TBird Stadium parking lot. For large events, such as homecoming, it was 
difficult for event leaders and spectators to find their parking and especially a problem for 
disabled spectators. If this is not remedied, we will continue to see traffic jams at the 
entrance. 

267. The Birdcoop is not able to accommodate the needs of the students.  As UBC is growing, 
there are more people that use the Birdcoop and it is not nearly large enough to fit every 
body. Especially, since UBC promotes health and wellness, the fact that their gym facilities 
do not match that is disappointing.   

268. It would be encouraging for students if access to all facilities was included in student fees. 
Having to pay additional fees to access BirdCoop etc is a huge barrier to use. 

269. PLEASE UPDATE / RENOVATE THE BIRD COOP GYM. It is one of the worst gyms that I 
have worked out at and absolutely does not align with the values of the university, 
particularly with regards to the health of UBC's students. I don't think an update would be 
that hard or that expensive it just needs to be bigger and have more equipment, 
additionally I would be willing to spend more than $30 a term if it means the quality of 
the gym improves. I'm not sure why the War Memorial Gym is being renovated prior to 
the coop when the coop is far more valuable to students and something that is a clear 
example of inferiority in comparison to other schools like UWO and Queens who both 
have brand new workout gyms.  

270. bigger fitness centre 

271. Why are you asking this now after a decade of endless field replacement and upgrades, a 
new hockey arena, 3 new large clubhouses, a new pool complex, the closing of an 
historically important pool,  and whatever that huge new structure going up in the middle 
of the fields now, a new sports medicine building that cost dozens of tree's lives. Why now 
for heavens sake, millions and millions of dollars later? 

Where are you getting all of this money!!! 

272. Field space for sports like ulitmate, quidditch, soccer 

273. Larger and updated bird coop  

274. The impact on traffic & parking conditions from increased capacity/usage of these 
options should be made more clear.  Also, how do these options affect how attractive UBC 



 

 

 

 

is as a place to walk/bike around, live, and work?  The increasing density & height of all 
built structures on campus will make the campus feel less open and more like a city. 

275. Gym, please expand gym! the gym is too crowded!! 

276. The student recreational center 

277. no 

278. Making sure to come up with the strategy and marketing, it will encourage students and 
neighbors of UBC to use the facilities. This new infrastructure is null without marketing of 
it to ensure it will be used to the fullest and encourage sports and well being of those 
using UBC's facilities. 

279. NEW FITNESS GYMN AND A BIGGER SPACE. 

280. I am part of a group of friends that does a weekly workout at the gym at the Aquatic 
Center.  Every week about 10 of my UBC friends and I go to the gym together and do a 
simple gym circuit workout that involves squats, sit-ups, push-ups, etc.  All that we use 
are free weights and gym mats. The only space available in the aquatic center gym for a 
group to do a workout is cramped, humid and beside the boiler room.  UBC should 
promote this kind of informal group social workout activity and provide space and 
equipment to do that.  Making sure that there are enough mats in the aquatic center gym 
would be a good place to start.  Opening the Buchanan Lab, located right beside the 
Aquatic Center gym, as a general gym workout space is also a good way to extend the 
workout space and equipment provided to UBC students.  My group of friends would 
definitely use that space.  Also, it would be great to have a classroom on the south side of 
campus converted for this kind of athletic use.   

 

My request for more general workout space with gym mats (and maybe weights) 
provided is consistent with the recommendation found in section 5.1.2 of the Review of 
the Department of Athletics & Recreation Report published in March-April 2012 
(http://vpstudents.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2013/03/Review -of-the-Department-of-
Athletics-and-Recreation-ςπρςȢÐÄÆɊȢ )Î ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ υȢρȢς ÉÔ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔȡ Ȱ!ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 
might be explored is the possible use of existing space around the campusɂfaculty 
buildings, residences, etc.ɂto offer programs that have little or no need of special 
ÅÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔ ɉÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÒ ÙÏÇÁ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓȟ ÆÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅɊȱȢ  

281. I am part of a group of friends that does a weekly workout at the gym at the Aquatic 
Center.  Every week about 10 of my UBC friends and I go to the gym together and do a 
simple gym circuit workout that involves squats, sit-ups, push-ups, etc.  All that we use 
are free weights and gym mats. The only space available in the aquatic center gym for a 
group to do a workout is cramped, humid and beside the boiler room.  UBC should 
promote this kind of informal group social workout activity and provide space and 
equipment to do that.  Making sure that there are enough mats in the aquatic center gym 
would be a good place to start.  Opening the Buchanan Lab, located right beside the 
Aquatic Center gym, as a general gym workout space is also a good way to extend the 
workout space and equipment provided to UBC students.  My group of friends would 
definitely use that space.  Also, it would be great to have a classroom on the south side of 
campus converted for this kind of athletic use.   



 

 

 

 

  

My request for more general workout space with gym mats (and maybe weights) 
provided is consistent with the recommendation found in section 5.1.2 of the Review of 
the Department of Athletics & Recreation Report published in March-April 2012 
(http://vpstudents.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2013/03/Review -of-the-Department-of-
Athletics-and-Recreation-ςπρςȢÐÄÆɊȢ )Î ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ υȢρȢς ÉÔ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔȡ Ȱ!ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 
might be explored is the possible use of existing space around the campusɂfaculty 
buildings, residences, etc.ɂto offer programs that have little or no need of special 
ÅÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔ ɉÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÒ ÙÏÇÁ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓȟ ÆÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅɊȱȢ  

 

282. I am part of a group of friends that does a weekly workout at the gym at the Aquatic 
Center.  Every week about 10 of my UBC friends and I go to the gym together and do a 
simple gym circuit workout that involves squats, sit-ups, push-ups, etc.  All that we use 
are free weights and gym mats. The only space available in the aquatic center gym for a 
group to do a workout is cramped, humid and beside the boiler room.  UBC should 
promote this kind of informal group social workout activity and provide space and 
equipment to do that.  Making sure that there are enough mats in the aquatic center gym 
would be a good place to start.  Opening the Buchanan Lab, located right beside the 
Aquatic Center gym, as a general gym workout space is also a good way to extend the 
workout space and equipment provided to UBC students.  My group of friends would 
definitely use that space.  Also, it would be great to have a classroom on the south side of 
campus converted for this kind of athletic use.   

  

My request for more general workout space with gym mats (and maybe weights) 
provided is consistent with the recommendation found in section 5.1.2 of the Review of 
the Department of Athletics & Recreation Report published in March-April 2012 
(http://vpstudents.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2013/03/Review -of-the-Department-of-
Athletics-and-Recreation-ςπρςȢÐÄÆɊȢ )Î ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ υȢρȢς ÉÔ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔȡ Ȱ!ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 
might be explored is the possible use of existing space around the campusɂfaculty 
buildings, residences, etc.ɂto offer programs that have little or no need of special 
ÅÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔ ɉÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÒ ÙÏÇÁ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓȟ ÆÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅɊȱȢ  

283. UBC Tennis Centre! 

There should be more courts for student use. 

 

284. I am part of a group of friends that does a weekly workout at the gym at the Aquatic 
Center.  Every week about 10 of my UBC friends and I go to the gym together and do a 
simple gym circuit workout that involves squats, sit-ups, push-ups, etc.  All that we use 
are free weights and gym mats. The only space available in the aquatic center gym for a 
group to do a workout is cramped, humid and beside the boiler room.  UBC should 
promote this kind of informal group social workout activity and provide space and 
equipment to do that.  Making sure that there are enough mats in the aquatic center gym 
would be a good place to start.  Opening the Buchanan Lab, located right beside the 
Aquatic Center gym, as a general gym workout space is also a good way to extend the 
workout space and equipment provided to UBC students.  My group of friends would 



 

 

 

 

definitely use that space.  Also, it would be great to have a classroom on the south side of 
campus converted for this kind of athletic use.   

  

My request for more general workout space with gym mats (and maybe weights) 
provided is consistent with the recommendation found in section 5.1.2 of the Review of 
the Department of Athletics & Recreation Report published in March-April 2012 
(http://vpstudents.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2013/03/Review -of-the-Department-of-
Athletics-and-Recreation-ςπρςȢÐÄÆɊȢ )Î ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ υȢρȢς ÉÔ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔȡ Ȱ!ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 
might be explored is the possible use of existing space around the campusɂfaculty 
buildings, residences, etc.ɂto offer programs that have little or no need of special 
ÅÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔ ɉÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÒ ÙÏÇÁ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓȟ ÆÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅɊȱȢ 

285. - need to equilibrate drop in sessions schedule (e.g only one volleyball court twice a week 
only in the morning/early afternoon is not enough) 

- build an intermediate competition level between varsity and intramural : lot of really 
good sportswomen or sportsmen can not play in varsity teams for many reasons (not 
enough times, do not meet the requirements...). Therefore they can not train and compete 
regularly and waste their time in intramural leagues . Why not creating "reserve teams" 
for this peoples? Less intense than varsity but more serious than intramural, and they 
could represent UBC at the provincial level. 

286. Indoor field house 

287. Whatever the new fitness facilities look like they should include a sufficient amount of 
squash courts.  

288. Renew or build a new Birdcoop 

289. EXPAND BIRDCOUP!11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

290. The bird coop is rediculously small for this size of campus. This should be the top priority 
since this is what most students use. 

291. An indoor track would benefit a variety of athletic departments by providing  year round 
option for cross training and providing more permanent running and track facilities. 

292. No 

293. More gym and field space for use. 

294. How do the new and old Aquatic centres and their respective facilities and space provided 
there tie in to this process. How can possibilities of utilizing those spaces and their 
environments be further considered ? 

295. Open air facilities should be utilized to maximum extent possible. 

296. How staff and faculty friendly facilities/areas can be incorporated into heavily used 
student spaces.  Feedback from staff generally is that The birdcoop is too busy at the 
hours that they are looking to use the facilities (ie lunctime, right before/after work) 
while feedback from faculty is that they do not want to work out in a facility that is also 
being used by their students.  How might the new plans encourage more use of these 
spaces by staff, faculty, postdocs, grad students... 



 

 

 

 

297. Will there be adequate parking available to accommodate the influx of users of these 
facilities?   

298. As far as recreation is concerned, there should be some new student recreation facility. 
The current student gym, the "bird coop", is woefully inadequate at meeting the demands 
of the ever growing student body. It is over capacity even at non peak times. There is a 
substantial need for an upgrade here. 

 

The separation of all varsity sports needs to be rethought as well. The fact that UBCs 
sports and athletes are spread all over the vast campus is not a good thing. The birds need 
a home.A hub where all athletes can have their own changerooms, within walking 
distance from their fields/courts of play would bring them together. 

299. More rec facilities for students and staff and faculty.  

300. Squash courts! This campus is dismal for squash players. I came from U of T, which has 
TWO athletic/rec buildings with squash/racquetball courts that are in constant use. UBC 
has I think one court, run by a nebulous club and it's exceedingly difficult to get access to 
the court, so most of don't even bother. It's very sad.  

301. nothing to add 

302. As previously mentioned, the gym space (ie, weights, machines, fitness classes) available 
to students and staff is significantly lacking. While a renovation of War Memorial gym is 
outlined in the development strategy, the increase of gymnasium space does not address 
these needs.  

303. yes, at least 1, ideally 2 more ice rinks are needed to move ice hockey as national sport 
and very important child activity forward here in Vancouver. Vancouver is massively 
under-supplied with ice rinks, and UBC can actively work towards overcoming this with 2 
additional rinks. Enlist the City as well as the Canucks for support in this 

304. Providing exceptional recreational facilities might be an important way to try to off-set 
the micro-sized (in some cases "nano") spaces provided for people to live in on campus. I 
heard one new faculty member who just moved into one of those tiny condos in 
Wesbrook Village say, "the patio is the one redeeming feature of the unit!" It's difficult to 
attract the best scholars (in line with Ono's vision to move UBC from "excellence to 
eminence") when the only affordable housing is unfit to comfortably house them and 
their families. The least we can do is provide state-of-the-art recreation to help make the 
difficult housing situation a little more bearable! 

305. UBC needs more gyms. Birdcoop is too small 

306. Accessibility for all, including para athletes and community members on campus with 
mobility and access needs. 

307. Full rebuild of the BirdCoop. It is not an appropriate space for the volume of students it 
sees each day.  

308. I live in West Point Gray. 

I would like to use UBC facilities, especially the tennis bubble. However, the rates are too 
expensive plus parking is expensive.  



 

 

 

 

Why are there no outdoor courts? There used to be several but they disappeared once the 
bubble appeared. Now the ones near totem park are gone, residences are built. 

In the summer it is nice to play outside, plus the court time is usually cheaper. 

It would be nice if UBC would encourage the local residents to use the facilities, at an 
affordable price. 

I won't hold my breath... 

 

309. recreational and Varsity swimming is very neglected. The destruction  of a perfectly good 
facility and the replacement by a smaller facility hardly meets the goals that are said to 
exist. The Aquatic Center could have been brought up to date with the expenditure of 
about $5M but the Athletic department sold a bill of goods and the decision was taken to 
destroy a building that had served the University and surrounding community well and to 
ignore the green policy of the University. 

310. The student Rec and Osborne Center!!!  

 

There needs to be a larger or multiple level gym for training. The coop is too packed. 

 

There needs to be a multi level sports fascility with hands on classes for Kinesiology. The 
Gym G in Osborne is a good start, it could be much more. 

311. Focus on improving recreational and student fitness options as this improves life for all 
students. Varsity concerns focus on a very small minority of students. The bird coop in 
particular is way too small for a growing student body; also the dojo in the SRC is far too 
small.  

 

  

312. I don't recall seeing flex intramural space for non-varisty sport and activities. 

313. The birdcoop fitness facility is an embarrassment to the university. It is shockingly small 
and outdated for such a large, health- and wellbeing- focused university. If Athletics cared 
at all about the general student population, minimal amounts of resources (in comparison 
to other projects) could drastically improve the situation. Build a new student rec centre 
with a much larger fitness area. 

314. A bigger space for the Strength & Conditioning program for Varsity athletics.  The current 
space for 600+ athletes is semi-manageable, however, expanding the space will help to 
accommodate the demands from the Varsity program. The Strength and Conditioning 
program is an underlying and under appreciated factor in Varsity sports and it is about 
time for its contribution to be fully recognized. 

315. Reduce the cost of ice rental time.  It is cost prohibitive to the community.   

316. Affordable for students. 



 

 

 

 

317. The most important aspect for me is a full sized gym facility that is desperately needed on 
campus, and available to all students for a decent price. 

318. do not move any large facilities near the residential  area.... 

319. Given the number of soccer fields and field hockey pitch in the same general vicinity, it 
shocks me that better spectator seating isn't available AND that there is no water 
fountain?!!! 

320. instead of taking out existing sports fields, properties why not start using the land that 
university properties is using to build more and more rectangular condos.  We dont 
believe the lands ENDOWED for the USE of the University was meant to mean building 
real estate for sale but for use of the actual university. 

321. ???   

322. More summer camp options would be welcomed. 

323. First and foremost - this is a terrrible survey. 

Secondly - the most important principle is academic mission. So, whatever needs to be 
answered so that it is prioritized always, that would be what I pick- but I can't because the 
survey is so poorly worded. Shame on you.  

 

I think the principle of sustainability is missing - maybe it's part of the business case?  

I think the priority should be academic buildings upgraded prior to any recreational 
facility - rebuild some of the academic buildings first (try the maths' department- it's old 
and the bathrooms leak and ceilings are falling down).  

I think academic buildings need consideration before any of the recreational facilities - 
the first and most important principle is academics, and the majority of students come to 
UBC for education (not sports). Tell them to go for a run in the woods - cheaper, gets them 
good air, encourages use of the endownment lands, and frees up money for academics.  

324. The size of the bird coop should reflect the student population, and be much bigger. The 
Univeristy of Victoria's student recreation centre is a good example. 

325. The need for real office space, and space for storage and preservation of archival material 

326. UBC is located in a mountain region with a huge population of outdoor enthusiasts, and 
one of Canada's largest, longest serving and most active outdoors clubs. 

This campus deserves a high quality rock climbing facility.   The very small space 
allocated to this use in the new Sub is not adequate.   It could be a bouldering gym or a 
roped climbing gym.   This should, at least, be on the table as an option for review. 

327. In order for the school to have Varsity success they should look into building a new 
varsity weight room for the athletes. The existing one has been outgrown by the number 
of varsity athletes and can no longer support their athletic needs. This facility is crucial in 
fostering athletic performance. 

328. Recreational fitness space should include women only fitness space. No such space exists 
on campus at present. 



 

 

 

 

329. Not aware of. 

330. create more parking spaces, so visitors would have park in the assigned place rather than 
in neighborhood.  

331. The new facilities should be constructed with varsity excellence in mind. Facilities that 
themselves attract top student athletes to UBC and that help varsity teams succeed. 

332. A new bird coop, similar to the one at UVIC. Please 

333. Building spaces for meditation and mindfulness.  

334. What about the Birdcoop. It's probubly the worst school gym I've ever seen. It's so 
crowded that it doesn't make sense to use the facility unless you go at 6am in the 
morning.  

335. Water fountains, change room facilities and toilets convenient to fields.   Proper footpaths 
to fields. Reduced parking rates outside of class hous,  ie evenings, weekends and 
summertime  

336. I think one big thing hinted at but not directly addressed is a larger fitness gym. UBC 
should strive to have fitness space of comparable size to other similarly sized universities, 
and currently we are lagging behind even universities of a smaller population. 

337. Yes - there needs to be a serious expansion of all open student facilities for the $250 that 
we pay each year. There needs to be less funding paid out to Varsity and more towards 
Recreation. There needs to be a change in student access to facilities and the 
programming provided to students. 

 

More importantly, there needs to be a recognition that the programming of Varsity sports 
is fundamentally at odds with the academics of UBC. The two are simply not compatible, 
and any discussion to the contrary is complete bogus. Even the explanation in this 
document is underwhelming. Either you are knowingly lying to everyone to push forward 
a mission for you own white, patriarchal purpose of dumping millions into an all-male 
Football team for which there is no alternative female team, or you are extremely naive. I 
also find it depressing that there is not equal male and female spending. If you want to 
build school spirit maybe try to do it around something other than men (minority), white 
people's sports (also a minority), and heterosexual, hyper-masculine environments (in 
this case, a majority but a depressing one).  

338. With the development of the spectator hub there has been a loss of general purpose fields.  
I'm hoping intramural sports have been considered in the strategy. 

339. Not any more needs, but I just wanted to emphasize a need for a new BirdCoop. Everyone 
at this point realizes the dire need for a new fitness centre, and I feel like this should be 
the absolute priority of UBC in their plan to introduce new fitness and sports areas. The 
BirdCoop is so far behind in terms of an accessible, spacious and high quality fitness 
centre compared to other elite universities across Canada that its not even funny to talk 
about. PLEASE MAKE A NEW BIRD COOP!!! I'M TIRED OF WORKING OUT FEELING LIKE 
IM CRAMMED IN A TIN OF SARDINES WITH 100 OTHER STUDENTS!!! 

340. -Consider expansion of the SRC to accommodate some of the proposed athletics and 
recreation space 



 

 

 

 

-Utilizing the space between the SRC and new AC to create more recreation space 

-Expansion on WMG towards the AC 

-Not continuing to build commercial housing (proposed plan if T-bird Stadium gets 
moved), as we need to use as much campus space for our students, faculty, and staff, not 
more people who contribute less to campus life 

-Working alongside the School of Kinesiology to ensure their building space needs are 
met (WMG and OSBO) 

 

341. Impact on sustainability and environment 

342. More ice availability and lower fees for minor hockey. 

343. Outdoor pool should be brought back at the aquatic center 

344. Lessen Parking restrictions for parents and coaches having to spend $$$ a week just on 
parking for training and games of younger age kids is really difficult.  If you could issue a 
voucher for discount on parking when attending UBC Youth training program or Club 
training at the facilities this would really help. 

 

 

345. N/A 

346. Work with surr ounding parks to create some fantastic bike-only paths. 

We use the forests for both walking (calm and contemplative) and exercise (hard biking). 

The two should be kept separate and relish the fantastic forests that surround UBC. 

347. Not really, got to get the big stuff done first anyway 

348. The BirdCoop! 

Would probably need full renovation. 

Cannot meet capacity needs, and highly outdated. 

349. Some small studio space would be incredible, maybe a space where small groups can 
practice dance routines, or do small group yoga sessions, or martial arts, etc. 

350. Larger bouldering cave and an indoor open space that is available 24/7 for all students(ie 
you can't book that space) 

351. Outdoor gym equipment (like an outdoor circuit of parallel and pull up bars, inclined 
wood bench for abs and such around campus) that would promote more outdoor life and 
relief indoor gyms...  

352. Shower and locker facilities for bicycle commuters in locations other than main gym 
(recreational facility)  

353. Space for general student use should be made a priority. Most of the plans seem to cater 
to varsity athletics, which although important, does not reach as many students as the 
SRC and birdcoop do. Both the SRC and birdcoop are so overused, that many students 



 

 

 

 

(myself included) avoid using the student recreation facilities because they are so 
overcrowded.  

354. BIRDCOOP GYM IS TINY !!! NOT APPROPRIATE FOR THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS THAT 
UBC RECEIVES EVERY YEAR. PLEASE BUILD UP A NEW GYM, A DECENT SIZE ONE 

355. I feel that the the UBC recreational centre is also in need of atleast some renovations. I 
also feel that there should me another separate facility with separate basketball, 
badminton and volleyball courts. This would limiting students to playing a specific sport 
only at a certain time during the day. There could be drop-in times for one sport 
throughout the day. 

356. Please do not do any more renovations 

357. Yes. An online schedule that shows when meets, practices, or events of other kinds will be 
taking place in UBC recreation and athletics facilities should be made available to 
everyone in the UBC community. I am a frequent user of the Rashpal Dhillon Track & Field 
Oval, but I just run on my own accord and am disconnected with anyone on the track team 
and other members of the track community. Therefore, currently, the only way by which I 
can find out if I can use the track at a particular time is by going there. Thus, several times, 
I bussed to the track and found that a meet or practice of some sort took up the whole 
track. If there were an online schedule, this time wastage would be eliminated and my 
academic success and overall well being enhanced. 

 

Also, an online site indicating who is entitled to use the track should be produced. Before I 
started running on the Rashpal Dhillon Track & Field Oval, I asked staff members in the 
Tennis Center as well as many surrounding facilities whether I could run on the track, and 
they all said they didn't know if I could. Fortunately, I spontaneously walked into War 
Memorial Gym one day and thought to ask a staff member there about whether I could 
use the track. The staff member that I met there consulted someone on the phone and told 
me that I could use the track when the track team is not practicing. She also kindly told 
me the practice times of the track team. The whole circumlocutious process I have 
described above could have been avoided by the online webpage that I suggested.  

358. Bigger/better lit space for the varsity and JV rowing crews. They currently train in a 
glorified garage. Should be a place set aside for just them. It wouldn't need to be huge, just 
bigger than it currently is.  

359. Really need a larger, updates fitness space for students  

360. A larger bouldering space. The space currently attached to the bird coupe is tiny and 
consistently full.  

 

361. I think the biggest need that UBC students have is the amount of gym space. As a student 
here and a student who has attended other universities and their gym space, UBC by far 
as the smallest amount of gym space with the Birdcoop space as well as the Aquatic 
Centre gym (which will no longer be available after December). UBC has done a great job 
this past year and continues to do so in promoting varisty atheltics and sports and I think 
improving our recreation facilities will help this even more, but providing space for 
students to exercise and stay active and healthy is key to promoting student success. 



 

 

 

 

362. I think there is a large community that would enjoy a larger bouldering facility, at least 
one that fits more than 3 comfortably.  

363. It is important to acknowledge that it is impossible to separate the recreation and athletic 
needs of UBC's Academic world from the equally important need to preserve the integrity 
of UBC's (existing) neighbourhoods along with the health and well-being of UBC's 
academic and non-academic residents. Some of the ideas and biases presented in this 
questionnaire are also very concerning. Moving the Stadium and/or demolishing or 
undermining the historic integrity of War Memorial Gymnasium are both completely 
unsustainable and offensive suggestions. 

364. Access to a rubberized training track is important to citizens and students for fitness laps 
as well as for competitive training.  

 

It is also helpful to have the training and competion facitilies open and visible to the 
public.  While we do not attend ticketed stadium events, we do enjoy watching amateur 
eams compete on the various fields , and are concerned by the increasing trend to enclose 
these fields (e.g., for Whitecaps practice).  

 

You are creating "Athletic Silos" not "Athletic Hubs".  This will be destructive to the 
community in the long term.  

 

You have not included Environmental and Sustainability issues among your guiding 
principles.  

 

Recreation and athletics need to respect the the neighbours they have invited into the 
campus.  

UBC neighbourhoods have borne the noise of continual development of the UBC fields for 
many years now, with little respect for these neighbourhoods - large trucks using engine 
brakes and back-up beeps regularly intrude into the peaceful use of our homes.   

365. I believe there should be a much larger and advanced fitness centre. The birdcoop does 
not nearly accommodate the needs the students(space and equipment). Give the size of 
the student body at UBC and then including the staff and many other people on and 
around campus that use the birdcoop, it is absolutely astonishing and degrading that a 
University as big and well known as UBC does not simply have a fitness centre to even 
slightly meet the expectations or standards.  

Therefore, I believe there should be a new fitness centre built because even renovations 
on the birdcoop would not be enough because the main issue is the size.  

 

Thank you. 

366. Keep facilities accessible and open to the public during non-scheduled hours. Local 
children love to play casual pick-up games on the fields where they watch the UBC 



 

 

 

 

student athletes play. That fosters sport development in our youth which leads to a long-
term healthy life style. 

367. Facilities that allow unorganized sports- ex. open gym basketball. Once UBC Rec's leagues 
start, there is almost 0 open gym time for casual play. 

368. There NEEDS to be another fitness facility for students. Particularly with the upcoming 
closure of the measly Aquatic Centre weight room, it is no longer viable that the entire 
multi -thousand UBC student body be stuffed into that old, low-ceilinged, unpleasant 
fitness centre called the BirdCoop.  

369. A space for all varsity athletes to study, relax in-between classes, massage tables, recovery 
food cafe. Varsity only. 

Squash courts on campus. 

 

 

370. the new aquatic centre apparently will be without sauna and steam room, which are in 
use at the old facility 

 

371. How could you possibly forget about the arguably busiest and densest space on the entire 
campus? The Birdcoop. 

372. The birdcoop is really outdated and needs an expansion. It is always packed in there and 
there is not enough equipment for UBC students to use. UBC needs to expand the gym if it 
wants to promote recreational athletics and healthy living within the student body.  

373. Parking issues need to be met.  

374. We need more space for student recreation: better facilities, more trainers, and more 
affordability.  

375. The Bird Coop is too small and outdated for a high level school like UBC. It requires full 
renovation at the very minimum, a new multi-purpose & multi-level gym would be 
fantastic! 

376. You can think of other sports as well like Cricket, Squash etc. 

377. -More fitness spaces (large expansion of the BirdCoop required) 

378. Renovations of Osborne gym to provide a really excellent gymnastics facility / adult 
workout facility.  

379. It would be nice to have additional/improved "dojo" space: larger, having space for 
equipment such as hanging punching/kicking bags, make it available for drop-in practice, 
and perhaps having two rooms with padded floors so that additional martial arts classes 
can be scheduled and not need to compete with yoga classes for the one room with high 
quality mats on the floor. 

 

380. The Aviary climbing wall in the Nest has been very successful and is well used - 
incorporating another large climbing wall into a renovated space or a new building would 



 

 

 

 

be a great addition to the campus fitness options. Replacing / adding an additional fitness 
centre option to the Birdcoop which is very small relative to the size of the campus 
community should be a high priority to go ahead as soon as possible. 

381. The size and availability of gyms 

382. I know varsity athletics is important to the university, but I think equally intramural 
sports needs to be taken more seriously. The UBC REC Intramurals program needs  
increased funding as it provides so much to a campus with a bare-bones budget. 

383. Yes as mentioned before UBC should be including in its plan a second field hockey field on 
campus with bleachers for spectators. UBC is currently home to both Women's and Men's 
National field hockey programs. It would be a huge loss to the community to lose these 
teams to another location - either Surrey, West Vancouver or even Ontario. the current 
numerous soccer turf fields are not conducive to the sport of field hockey. as the sport 
continues to grow - due largely to the fact that National programs are based here in 
Vancouver/UBC there is a shortage of available field space for youth development 
programs as well as community recreational leagues 

 

384. The Bird Coop must be expanded and renovated. There are not enough machines to 
accommodate the mass amounts of students that are members of this gym. A lot of these 
machines are heavily demanded by students and is accompanied by long wait times (e.g., 
squat racks). A lot of the equipment is also old and rusting and often times are out of 
order. As an internationally recognized university that values the health and wellbeing of 
their students, this gym is not reflected by the size and capacity of their amenities.  

385. A new ball hockey arena as well as squash/racquetball courts should be included in the 
recreation hub. 

386. none that I can think of. 

387. None 

388. Consider making personal recreation sites more centrally located on campus to increase 
accessibility. 

389. It is unacceptable that UBC is planning on spending millions and millions of dollars on a 
total rebuild of both Thunderbird Stadium and War Memorial gym and has still not 
addressed the fact that the softball team is the only varsity team that does not have a 
proper facility to use and has to travel to Whiterock to play and has to pay to use the 
baseball teams facilities because they do not have their own. Both male and female teams 
should be funded equally and this is not the case here at UBC which is honestly quite 
embarrassing considering we are one of the nations top post secondary institutions. 

390. As a former varsity athlete, and one who has visited hundreds of facilities across Canada, 
the USA and multiple other countries, I think that it is important that when you make a 
facility you do not jam pack an entire community centre and make it so the specific sport 
venues lose their environmental appeal. For example, when you walk into a basketball 
gym, you should know that everyone there is there to watch the game. Having a track 
around a court  and workout machines surrounding the court does not give the athletes 
the feeling that people are there to support them and their specific event but rather are 
there using the community centre.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

391. At the moment UBC is probably the only university that is considered a top50, but does 
not have a good free gym for students. At the moment we have 2 pool buildings, and 1 
small gym. I'd consider having some space assigned for gym in the new swimming pool 
building, just like in the old one, but having more space. 

392. Physical therapy aimed to improve students' wellness.  

393. The new UBC Thunderbirds Sport Clubs program should be considered for increased 
funding to improve the current diversity of athletic options to students.  

394. birdcoop and SRC needs double the space. too much emphasis on varsity, not enough on 
general student body 

395. flex spaces, dance, yoga, etc. 

396. Not sure 

397. Are you giving any additional consideration for sports/recreational facilities for the aging 
population in the community? 

398. My thoughts in summary: 

UBC is a fantastic University.  It is privileged in its beautiful setting.  Many Campuses are 
in the center of town with no hope of expanding.  More money should go into what we 
have. Perhaps spending more money on athletic scholarships and less on building 
monuments should be considered. 

Over the years, I have watched beautiful fields and buildings built and landscaped only to 
see the trees surrounding the areas die because they have not been properly maintained.  
Maintenance is necessary and should be considered in the cost of building. 

The selling of Prepaid Leases to Developers has gotten out of hand. The original plan to 
build a city has been achieved.  The density and traffic congestion increases monthly and 
parking is a huge problem. We also need an underground transit system and soon.   

Consider the thought of offering the present property owners the opportunity of 
purchasing the balance of their Leases to fuel the Endowment Fund and maintain and 
take care of what you presently have.  Our values then would be more in line with the City 
of Vancouver. 

Many residents feel that their voices are not heard.  Perhaps we should become an 
extension of Vancouver.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

399. Indoor 3/4g pitch  

400. none 

401. None. 

402. There should be a continuing push to have facilities that are attractive for students and 
local residents to use for viewing sports. This is a great way to promote school spirit and 
community involvement on campus. War memorial gym for basketball/volleyball games, 
thunderbird stadium for football, and the baseball stadium for baseball are great 
opportunities for this. 

403. the co-location of athletics training and competition facilities is sensible. I would like to 
see consideration given for a learning centre where athletes can be supported in their 
educational pursuits and a 'cafeteria or nutritional centre'. 

New competition venues should put the spectator (student, faculty, alumni or member of 
the public) in an exciting environment that affords the comfort and amenities that 
spectators at professional sports have come to expect. 

Transit is crucial. How will future Translink plans and UBC transit, parking plans conform 
to the Spectator Hub. Currently, parking for events at UBC and transit to the events is not 
intuitive. It is generally an obstacle to the public attending. 

 

404. Aquatics Centre looks great.  

 

Is there any consideration for a track and field stadium with seating?  

405. At the University of Victoria's recreational facility CARSA, there is the CanAssist program 
and space located right in the facility when you enter their recreation hub. The CanAssist 
centre focuses on education about differently abled bodies as well as opportunities for 
those with cognitive or physical needs to try adaptive technologies that can improve their 
chances of safely getting involved in daily tasks and forms of recreation. Because of its 
two-pronged approach of teaching and facilitating differently abled bodies in recreation 
spaces, CARSA shows how there is no "regular body", only different accommodations for 
different types of bodies and minds. By having it at the forefront of this public facility, it 
normalizes recognition of these cases of accomodation and the incredible benefits it 
provides, and makes a more clear mission of inclusion. I think something like this 
program at UBC would do a world of good for the mental and physical well being of our 
students, as well as our campus understanding of disabilities. For instance, one UBC REC 
event that was just hosted was Parasport, an event that aimed to show participants 
different types of recreation for various physical needs, such as goal ball for visually 
impaired athletes and wheelchair basketball. Despite the open-door policy and exciting 
activities provided, there were only 6 teams signed up (out of a possible 12+), half of 
whom were REC staff. This shows to me that in some ways there is still a fear of disability 
and discussion of these different types of movement on our campus and I'd love future 
facilities to find ways to integrate it more regularly into our campus discussion and 
provision of recreation resources.   



 

 

 

 

406. No 

407. Those of people who like to wander around a peaceful beautiful UNIVERSITY CAMPUS - to 
think, walk, bike, run, stroll.  You are creating a cement monster, an artifice where every 
LEAF is sucked off the face of the land and deposited elsewhere, where there is NO peace, 
NO place for honest reflection, and apparently NO drive but the insane dollar. 

408. Golf centre of excellence 

409. Expanding varsity gym space 

adding more seats to the rugby club fields 

410. Do we have enough parking, transit or other connections to our athletic park to facilitate 
those who wish to come out and watch events other than from the campus? 

411. Bigger birdcoop! 

412. space for normal students (not athletes) should be number one priority.  

413. The main thing that really could be improved would the be the fitness facilities, the gym is 
always super busy and that probably affects the largest number of people on campus 
(many people just don't go or go less than they would). It would be nice just have a new, 
big gym to accommodate the massive amount of students at UBC. 

414. Most strongly needed more gym space. Birdcoop is outrageously packed and is 
embarrassing for such a prestige school like UBC. Does not make it very inviting for 
students to come and be active. 

415. Build a bigger gym! 

416. we need more squat racks in birdcoop... why is there a line for squat racks every day yet 
you keep buying other equipment... 

417. make the bird coop bigger 

418. ...to reiterate incase you didn't know; THE COOP IS NOT SUFFICIENT.  At a university with 
over 50,000 students it is ridiculous  how insufficient the gym is; the coop is always 
packed.  In order to develop a better fitness centre it's really not about having tens of 
thousands of dollars of machines, but rather, ample room and efficient use of space.  Also, 
I would really like to see some improvements made in the aquatics centre gym; (i'm sure 
there will be changes in the new aquatics centre, if it even has a gym), but it would be 
great to have a large open space with ample free weights.  A lot can be done with free 
weights and I think it would be much more economically viable to provide something like 
that, along with barbells and plenty of space to use them, rather than a $10,000 piece of 
highly specialized equipment. 

419. The Wolfson grass fields should have lights installed and more controlled use of the fields 
for varsity and recreation events. Furthermore, the lack of change rooms and washrooms 
near the field hockey fields is difficult to understand. For a team that has fostered 
excellence in the past decade there is a glaring lack of respect for the program from UBC 
with its decision to not include basic needs of any team sport. 

420. Athletic trainers rooms built into war memorial gym.  Health care in hallways is asking for 
malpractice.  



 

 

 

 

421. No. 

422. Please give the BirdCoop more space! The current situation is ridiculous and it 
discourages students from going to the gym as a part of a healthy lifestyle. 

423. It would be great if the strategy addressed the lack of squash courts on campus. Having 
previously been at universities (University of Alberta, McGill) with numerous squash 
courts, the lack of this facility on campus is disappointing. 

424. The birdcoop is just way too small. Its packed woth people racing for squat racks and it 
just needs to be bigger and have more machines. 

425. Bigger bird coop please. 

426. I think expansion of the Birdcoop is an imperative change that needs to happen as the 
facility is not able to provide a good workout space for the amount of students that use it.  

427. not enough gym space in a variety of locations. The proposed gym space is close to the 
existing gym space.  

428. More fitness gym space and drop-in sports gym space. 

429. no 

430. Be bold .. Get real...t rains in Vancouver ... have you watched many of the great intra mural 
events ???  Slop and mud .... get real and be bold ... plan a big T'Bird Sports Complex for 
16th and Wesbrooke ... dig it and make it large enough for thee full playing fields ... with a 
main football field in the centre.  Baseball in one end the recreation events can all fit in.  
Have a basic 3500 spectator seats and an additional 5000 movable bleachers. 

The university missed out when they could have bid on the Olympic Skating oval in 2008 
!!! and used it as a basis for a great complex that would serve the university and the 
community.   There is a great opportunity to build to serve ... 

 

Dr   Stanley B Knight :  Convocation Senator 

431. Availability of fields and facilities for intramurals. You can build more space but if the 
whitecaps and varsity take up the field space and volleyball bc tournaments use the gyms, 
how can intramurals grow. Also a bigger space for the intramural offices, a space to create 
a hub for officials and sport clubs potentially in the old sub. The importance of this 
community is widely overlooked by most of UBC.  

432. Hopefully, seniors and children will have opportunities to be participants, volunteers, and 
spectators in programs 

in new or upgraded facilities. 

433. I think the Old SUB should still be made a recreation building even if War Memorial is 
redone. 

434. Better gymnastic centre  

435. no 

436. No  



 

 

 

 

437. I am not familiar with the Rugby facility but the advent of Sevens into the Olympics will 
increase the popularity of the sport from the standpoint of both participation and 
attendance, and therefore facilities should be enhanced accordingly. 

438. Ultimate frisbee. 

Quidditch. 

Ski and snowboarding at whistler 

439. Matienance and upgrades to the varsity gym (equipment is out of date and breaking down 
due to over use)  

440. Squash courts  

441. Yes. There is a rapidly growing need for the introduction of more community gardens in 
the area. Community gardens represent a vital recreational opportunity. For seniors, it 
also provides a vital physical exercise that would seem to be very relevant to this overall 
planning exercise.  

442. The SRC should be highlighted as one of the most important facilities to review.  

443. landscaping around our area are needing so more attention , cost of maintenance  should 
be factored into landscape maintenance of the grounds.. 

also perhaps more money should be spent on scholarships instead of building bigger 
buildings when we don't have an underground transportation hub yet in the near future..  

444. Changerooms for fields, such as the field hockey fields. 

445. Line the lacrosse field. Make fields more affordable for UBC teams 

446. Basement of SUB is not enough recreational space. Why not rebuild/renovate the entire 
building?  

447. A space that better serves the School of Kinesiology. Without a building or adequate 
student space, this program will not reach its full potential and does not serve its 
students. 

448. Yes, a multi-use fitness and combative sports development area.  

449. Perminent lines on warren field for the UBC TSC Lacrosse team 

450. Remember the whole community, do not just focus on making varsity venues best.  Yes, 
that helps with recruitment of the next athletes BUT students pay for this and should be 
able to use the places to the fullest.  And be able to be active in those venues, not just sit 
and cheer. 

451. More showers available for athletics near the proposed hub - rec and varsity sports near 
the track fields don't have any options available. Old tennis bubble and Osbourne could 
use a revamp - quite outdated and doesn't fit with the modern facilities in the area. 

452. In the Athletics Centre for Excellence smaller programs like rowing should be factored 
into the space use, as their facilities are outdated. 

453. The gym manager needs to learn how to run a gym. She tries to promote a safe 
environment but her lack of knowledge of managing a gym makes it more dangerous. 
When people are working out, she stops them in the middle of them picking up the 



 

 

 

 

weights and talks to them. She makes people who are benching without a spotter, put 
clips on the bar. The clips are called suicide clips for a reason. She buys the most 
expensive bumper plates possible and they break down after a few months, even after 
she's been told not to buy the same ones. One day you're allowed to oly lift on the 
platform and the next day, she says it's too dangerous. If she wants to know how a gym 
should look like and how it should be run, she should check out UVIC.  

454. The facilities at UBC are perfectly fine as is.  Sure, a couple of the buildings, e.g., the War 
Memorial and Thunderbird Stadium, may need some upgrades, but they do not need 
replacement or enlargement.  Suggesting that we need larger spectator facilities is simply 
a reflection of fanciful thinking.  Take a look at the Thunderbird Arena - big, beautiful rink 
that is never full - not even close. 

 

How about putting up some squash courts (talk about a missed opportunity for 
developing a great racquet centre when the new tennis building was constructed)?  Or 
how about a velodrome where the old tennis bubble is?  Why not, UBC could become a 
cycling centre of excellence with it, as the only proper velodrome in Canada is in Ontario. 

455. One of the artificial turf fields should get permanent Field Lacrosse lines. Lacrosse is 
Canada's national sport and is also growing very rapidly in the community and North 
America. UBC has a field lacrosse team that would benefit greatly from this and could host 
more intercollegiate games which would result in growing Canada's game. 

456. No 

457. no 

458. Getting more REC space. Basketball takes up most of the court space every day of the 
week. Why not have an entire gym dedicated for just basketball for the people that drop-
in and the varsity team? 

459. The needs of residences that live across the new propose site in option 3.  

460. n/a  

461. This is outside my scope of knowledge or interest. Best left to those who have taken the 
time to become informed. 

462. I believe an additional varsity weight room is required to eliminate the stresses in peak 
hours on the Smith and Laycoe facility. If UBC is serious about varsity excellence they will 
prioritize that all athletes are getting sufficient strength and conditioning; If an updated 
War Memorial Gym provided this sort of facility then that would be greatly beneficial to 
UBC athletics. 

463. I feel the options have not fully outlined how academic and athletics & recreation are 
going to be integrated to create and enhanced experience for students and promote 
health and wellbeing research beyond the boundaries of UBC. There is a huge opportunity 
with a well thought through design to impact the health of the worldwide community 
with appropriate research. That needs to be promoted so people can see the value in this 
beyond just the immediate UBC community.  

464. Yes. Squash is a very important sport. I would love to have at least 4 squash courts in UBC. 
Thank You.  



 

 

 

 

465. Need more space for birdcoop 

466. No  

467. Additional recreation facilities for students, faculty, staff and nearby residents - e.g., larger 
gymnasium 

468. yes, a new birdcoop fitness centre 

469. The range and diversity of recreation options here is amazing. The most important thing 
for me is that this is kept, with options for all ages, and that students (and others) dont get 
priced out of being able to use these facilities reguarly (ie multiple times a week) because 
the costs are hiked up post-renovation. That would really miss the point. 

470. Discounted or free parking for student athletes.  

A new birdcoop. 

471. Keep the tennis centre where it is but make sure it is well-run and dynamic. It's certainly 
not the case right now. 

 

How about an archery club? 

472. The bird coop gym is a little crowded  

473. Please consider adding free weights to gym facilities at all residences. Or even better, 
consider rebuilding a much bigger gym than the bird coop so that it motivates more 
people to work out when it's not crowded.  

474. While all of these renovations are exciting one of the biggest issues with varsity 
excellence is lack of a new and renovated court sports arena. War Memorial Gym is old 
and not conducive to bringing in students to varsity athletic events. The first priority 
should be for court sports rather than a new football stadium as there are more events, 
per year, that take place throughout the year at War Memorial Gym. 

475. Student health, wellness, and nutrition is an identified need at UBC, but the proposals 
seem designed to perpetuate the jock/rape culture of misogyny, homophobia and 
transphobia that this university so desperately needs to shed if it is to regain respect in 
the community and in the academic world. Facilities paid for through mandatory ancillary 
fees should be accessible to all students, and substantial efforts are required in this 
regard.  

476. The Birdcoop facility needs a larger space for its users, as it is often packed. Space and 
equipment that is unavailable is often requested.  

477. Please work to provide more space for recreation. The crowding and deteriorated state of 
the bird coop and its ancillary facilities are getting desperate. 

478. SRC Bird Coop and its limited amount of space and available equipment. 

479. Bigger Bird Coop! Renovate Rec Centre 

480. brand new, much bigger birdcoop/recreation gym 

481. n/a  



 

 

 

 

482. No suggestions 

483. I do not feel having new buildings or making renovations will increase student recreation 
that much. Yes it will attract more users as it is a new project but I do not feel it is 
necessary to spend a large sum of money and redevelop just to increase a bit of physical 
activity for students. I think UBC should spend its time and money focusing on 
outreaching to students and creating new programs that will suit the needs of students 
instead. 

484. more recreational facilities for drop in sports  

485. Short term issues such as overcrowding in the rec centre can't wait years. Action should 
be taken as soon as possible. Multiple rec centres could be a good option too, located 
closer to Marine Drive/residences there. 

486. There just needs to be more space. It doesn't have to be fancy, just easily accessible and 
bigger. Lockers should be available in the hockey arena, or sports buildings other than the 
Bird Coop because hauling gear to sports is difficult for the far away locations.  

487. Build a MUCH larger gym for students, as well as gymnastics centre, and squash courts.  
And all the facilities should be free, like at most other schools. 

488. more sports clinics to support the initiative 

489. How the SRC factors into the plans and more information on the involvement of the SUB 

490. Commuter biking changing rooms and storage 

491. Smoothie / nutrition bar included in the new fitness facility. This would generate lots of 
revenue as students who have just worked out would be happy to buy a healthy snack 
afterwards 

492. Bird coop needs to be bigger  

493. An outdoor running track or path (for anyone's use, not thinking of track and field) that is 
well-lit and safe would be wonderful, or an indoor running track for public use such as at 
the skating oval at the University of Calgary would also be great. Sometimes I want to get 
off the treadmill, but there are many problems with running around campus, including 
pedestrian traffic, car traffic, unforgiving surfaces, and feeling unsafe in wooded/dark 
areas.  

494. No 

495. More student facilities! More space for us! More integration of differently abled bodies! 
More integration with other UBC programming!  

496. How ubc facilities can be more accessible to the public and families, especially during 
weekends and times of the year when the student population is less (I.e. in the summer). 
Accessibility aspects could be discounts, promotions, special programs, free or cheaper 
parking  

497. Renovate the bird coop, or add a new gym for students that could handle the demand. 

498. I guess no. But maybe video game rooms? Somethinge electronic sports? 

499. Leave the running track as is...no baseball field, no Stadium. 



 

 

 

 

500. Having environments which will be more enjoyable to spectators. Having a better 
environment to support the varsity athletes could be a way to increase the crowds at 
events.  

 

Also, a new space for the UBC rowing team should be looked at. It is one of the most 
successful teams athletically and academically. But the current training environment 
needs to be improved to match the results the team is producing. 

501. Create facilities that will help alleviate the business of the bird coop gym. 

502. Outdoor tracks, exercise equipment 

503. Nil 

504. Yes. I believe that the Bird Coop is woefully inadequate. It is far too small and too crowded 
to be able to properly service the needs of such an immense campus. 3 squat racks for the 
second largest university in Canada is sad. 

505. Personally, my greatest frustration is that the work out facilities on campus are very small 
scale. In my home town, there is a university of 9000 that has better workout facilities 
than we do. They are bigger, everything is cleaner than the birdcoop and there is an 
indoor track attached to the gym to give extra space for working out. We have over 
50,000 students and are one of the leading Universities in Canada. It is proven that 
physical activity is key in academic success, so why are our gyms so small scale? 

506. no  

507. Yes, the needs of the people who are residents here but are not students, staff or faculty. 
At the open house on the evening of October 19, 2016, a lot of UBC residents were in 
attendance and it was hard for us not to conclude that the needs of the students were 
more important or more germane than the needs of the residents. 

508. Can't think of any presently 

509. There needs to be a student gym the addresses the needs of the population.  currently ubc 
has around 50000 students and the current facilities so not meet the needs of a school 
nearly as big as UBC.  having a larger facility would help with mental health for the 
student body as well as overall physical health.  

510. There needs to be way more discussion about the bird coop. This is where the biggest 
problem is. If this is incorporated into war memorial renovations then that makes sense 
but if not there NEEDS to be a change.  

511. I'm concerned that the Body Works facility at Osborne which is being used by many older 
residents, run by the kinesiology department might be negatively affected by the changes. 

512. Renovation of SRC, possibly the space upstairs. Waxed floors, better 
changerooms/bathrooms, overall aesthetic improvements.  

513. Squash + racquet ball facilities  

514. Outdoor tennis courts 

515. Open walking spaces  



 

 

 

 

Fields for wildlife   

516. Safe well lit and dedicated walking/running paths on campus. Outdoor fitness circuit.  

517. The Bird Coop is really crowded.  

518. I believe everything is covered. 

519. Badminton! 

Soccer fields! 

 

520. none that I can think of 

521. keep and renovate/update War Memorial Gym 

522. Recreation options for faculty-staff-student residents of campus should be taken into 
consideration. This includes preservation of high-use buildings like the Osbourne Centre. 

523. flexibility of use 

524. The bird coop should be the #1 priority because it affects the most students. The war 
memorial gym is not open to all students.  

525. MORE GYM SPACE! 

The bird coop is currently overcrowded, under-equipped, and completely incapable of 
supporting 60,000 students. This makes it incredibly difficult for anyone but the "gym 
regulars" to work out, including new gym users and minority groups such as women and 
those with visible disabilities.   

526. Increase of secure bike parking and perhaps a shared bike service on campus like Mobi in 
Vancouver  

527. THERE NEEDS TO BE AN UPGRADE OF THE BIRDCOOP.  It is literally shameful having to 
show prospective students that the Coop is the only UBC-run gym on campus, and then to 
also have to tell them that it costs $60 per year to use.  Other schools have invested in the 
well-being of their students (key word: INVESTED) and built large, attractive exercise 
facilities that are also free to use, in order to encourage students to take ownership of 
their own good health.  See Western University for an example. 

528. The detailed questions didn't really speak to me as someone focused on general health 
and wellbeing.  As the campus grows, I feel there needs to be more "hubs" rather than 
investment in key buildings.  Accessibility within a 10 min walk is key to my participation 
in campus wellbeing programs  

529. Expansion and improvement of fitness facilities is imperitive to attract high quaility 
faculty and students. 

530. The fitness resources for the average student are not adequate. The bird coop is packed at 
all hours of the day, everyday and is not fit for a university with 40,000 undergrads. 

531. There should be free fitness facilities for staff/faculty use. This will promote the overall 
health and fitness of the UBC community. 

532. Renovate the SRC  



 

 

 

 

533. Not that I'm aware of. 

534. I strongly feel that the Tennis Centre is inadequate to the needs of the Tennis community.  
A proper spectator venue should be built next to the existing Tennis Centre.  Also tennis 
courts were promised next to the new Westbrook cCommunity Centre but were never 
built.  There is a need for outside tennis courts open to the public at no cost. 

535. More recreational weight room/ training spaces.  

Strategic planning of parking, accessibility, land layout and guest comfort for spectators in 
order to encourage more people coming to games & using the spaces.  

536. I don't want to build a new stadium near my house 

537. The intramural athletics should be centrally located on campus  

538. Who is advocating for the residential needs with the development of strategy. This seems 
to be a glaring gap in this collection of feedback.  

 

Shouldn't there be a guiding principle that incorporates "support to residential 
population," "bring a strong community developer," etc  

539. Bigger gyms, and maybe a second gym.  

540. No 

541. I am very involved in youth sports program around the city (particularly basketball). 
People with similar passion as me have met and talk about the lack of world class training 
facilities, mentors and coaches we have in the city. It hurts to see many kids having to 
relocate outside of the city just to pursue better competition for their respective sports. If 
UBC can become the hub of elite youth sports training, it will go a long way in 
transforming every kids life. 

542. Green spaces!!!  Trails, outdoor meeting and gathering venues... indigenous gathering 
places...   

543. No. 

544. Washrooms and change rooms at Wright Field (field hockey) 

545. Nah fam, it's chill 

546. birdcoop needs more squat racks 

547. Do not interfere with the rugby pitch 

548. None that I can think of now. 

549. Bridcoop needs to be expanded 

550. Don't build buildings on green and athletic spaces.  

551. No 

552. Have small recreational hubs in more areas. 



 

 

 

 

553. no. It makes sense to build recreation and athletics amenities around the two hubs.  It 
reflects sound land/urban planning. 

554. Please continue to center diversity, inclusion, and accessibility in the development of 
recreation and athletics at UBC. 

555. I think you really touched on a lot of inportant things. We don't have enough space on 
campus for all the students that want to live active lifestyles while they're here. 

556. no. 

557. This whole questionairre is centred around asking about "recreation and athletics needs", 
when the proposed changes would have large impacts on many aspects of life on campus 
(e.g. transportation, noise, density, crowding) that have little directly to do with 
"recreation and athletics needs". People should be asked directly about these other 
aspects of the plan.  

558. University life (particularly student life) has been severed downgraded over the past 
decade. It is not a place to make money by a few individuals. It is a place to foster 
knowledge and drive economy for the society by the students and alumni of ubc. 

559. We believe there are more than sufficient facilities and attention being devoted to 
recreation and athletics at this time and the  foreseeable future. 

560. No, as clearly far too much focus is already being put on athletics needs.  I agree that 
recreational needs are not being met, and it would be good to enhance UBC's ability to 
satisfy the recreational needs of its students, staff and faculty.  But this expenditure of 
large amounts of money on varsity sports that are just not - and never will be - a large 
part of the life of this Canadian university is clearly a misplaced priority.   

561. If any site other than Osborne is chosen, what then happens to the Osborne buildings? It is 
hard to estimate their age just by looking, but inside they have a run down feeling. Would 
they be up for renovation? demolition? Are the current programs contained within 
Osborne expected to remain there? Perhaps this item could be addressed in your final 
report. 

562. "Safety is 1st priority" should be considered in the development of strategy. 

563. no 

564. No 

565. It is important to preserve existing playing fields and enable them to be available for both 
organized and informal uses.   

566. n/a  

567. A clearer picture of the many services offered. It is quite unclear sometimes when and 
what to sign up for.  

568. We need multiple fitness facilities, spread around campus. The current fitness facilities 
are insufficient. More fitness facilities would provide an outlet for stressed students, and 
many studies show a link between increased physical activity and improved mental 
health.  

569. Ensuring those with special needs are taken into account 



 

 

 

 

570. Being more responsible with money raised through student fees, and trying to minimize 
the burden on students 

 

Large athletic facilities are used as exam space 

571. Not that I know of 

572. This consultation is after the fact for changes to Thunderbird fields. I strongly feel that the 
barriers to participation in sports should be minimized, including parking etc. This is the 
most important use of the facilities. Elite athletics should not be the primary objective. 

573. Engage the alumni!! As a varsity alumni and general alumni and current student I've 
received NO COMMUNICATION from the school around this forum 

574. Hi. My name is Vera Lynnete  Powell. I have lived at Hampton Place for twenty years. I 
love my neighbourhood. I love the fact that students, residents and sports teams have all 
those wonderful fields across the street from me. I was so happy when the oval was 
installed with it's rubberized track. Many of my neighbours love to walk there. I patiently 
put up with events that happen around the oval, along with the loudly amplified 
announcements. I was horrified to think you might move Thunderbird Stadium there! 
And the noise and traffic that would bring to my neighbourhood. That is not an 
appropriate place for a stadium! Please keep the stadium where it is and update it and 
save some of UBC's traditions. By the way, I am an alumni of UBC, as well as a resident. My 
daughter is an alumni as well,  and her two children, my grandchildren, are currently 
attending UBC. I'm not sure if this is the correct place to express my opinion but I have 
been out of the country for a month and just became aware of my wonderful  life being in 
jeopardy. Thank you for considering my views. 

575. more open unstructured general use spaces 

576. No 

577. Keep clear and protected access to the Pacific Spirit Park from UBC. 

Maintain and enhance programmes for senior particularly in Osborne Centre. 

Share facilities with schools ( two-way) 

578. Expand the Student Recreation Centre 

579. None more important than UBC's stated commitment to the health and well-being of 
communities adjacent to the campus.  

580. no 

581. Ȱ%ÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÒÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÎÅÇÁÔÉÖÅ 
ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÏÆ 5.! ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȱ 

582. More fitness spaces close to central campus. Birdcoop is too cramped!  

583. development of recreational facilities should not interfere with UNA residents rights to 
quiet and peaceful existence 

584. Yes.  Low-cost, creative, low-impact, aethetically interesting alternatives to more 
buildings that require heat, light, cleaning, etc. 



 

 

 

 

 

Health of students, faculty, and community should be the priority, and overcrowding and 
overdeveloping the campus is counterproductive. 

585. Accessibility - either by transit, parking, shuttles, people-mover --- to sporting events and 
to use the recreational facilities for health, fitness, learning needs to be considered.  Will 
there be accessibility/transportation links for all ages to get to and from the recreational 
facilities?  This needs to be considered in re-development of the south and north Hubs. 

586. Boxing is increasingly popular as an individual pursuit across north American universities 
, but there are presently no such facilities at UBC.  

587. I don't know. 

588. Renovate Freddy Wood theatre for the THeatre Department --that's a recreational AND 
academic facility if ever  there was one. 

23. If you have a story, memory or experience about UBC's recreation and athletics 

facilities that you think would be helpful to us or if you have any other comments, 

please share them with us here. 

# Response 

1. I once waited 40 minutes for either a bench, swuat tack, or platform to open at the 
birdcoop and had to go to class before working out. This was at 11 am - I quickly learned 
that going diring peak times was impossible. 

2. I played Varsity Rugby for 4 years prior to taking a break for this year. I feel like Football 
getting a new stadium would be a complete injustice, when teams like Rugby are operating 
solely on alumni donors. The varsity gym could use work also, but as a Varsity athlete 
having a good gym option for non-team training times would be a great help, for example 
the Coop. Athletes are forced to either train solely in their team slots, which is not enough 
time per week to foster true athletic excellence, or suffer through workouts in a cramped 
and inefficient space.  

3. I remember going to the bird coop and not being able to actually work out becus ethereal 
were about 600 people in there. You could not do a lunge without stepping on 10 other 
people. So ridiculous to have such a tiny, dingy and useless space at such a prestigious 
university.  

4. I occasionally experience that UBC recreation facilities have been rented by other 
organizations and are not accessible to UBC community. If these facilities are provided for 
the well-being of UBC community, then it should be accessible. It feels like as if UBC is  just 
looking at another source of revenue or increasing the capacity of another source of 
revenue.  

5. I was shocked when I came to UBC and realized the gym space at the BirdCoop was about 
the same size as the YMCA gym in my small town. I could not believe that that was the 
main workout space (asides from the more expensive Gold's Gym) where UBC students 
could workout, refresh, and take their minds off of school through exercise. There 
definitely needs to be an upgrade to spaces available, and increased awareness of the 
positive impacts physical fitness can have on mental health and school success. 



 

 

 

 

6. The UBC rec centre is so ridiculously overcrowded. With the focus on mental health that 
we have seen at UBC over the past couple years, it's incredibly important to give students a 
place to be active.  

7. Birdcoop experience has always been pretty poor. Equipment is old and poorly maintained 
and always busy. UBC needs to place a higher priority on providing enough fitness space 
for the student population, rather than continuing to build new facilities for varsity 
athletes. 

8. The birdcoop gym needs to be upgraded to a large scale facility so that is it meets the 
demand of students on campus. Of all other universities I have been to, the UBC Birdcoop 
is the worst student fitness gym I have ever seen. It is overcrowded and lacking 
equipment.  

9. athletic facilities and housing developments have replaced park areas and green spaces at 
UBC and this is a considerable deterioration of the environment on campus. 

10. I love the outdoor basketball court across from the Hebb building. It's a great way to get in 
some spontaneous exercise and is fun no matter what the skill levels of the group are. 

11. The only experience I feel the need to share is one I face every day: I have to wait for every 
piece of equipment, dumbbell, or God forbid I try and use a squat rack, then that's another 
15-20 minute wait. 

 

I visited a friend at Western University in London Ontario, and their student gym is 
OUTSTANDING. It's the centre of campus and provides students with every opportunity to 
better themselves physically. 

12. - I was a student volunteer with UBC REC for two years and a student employee of 
Athletics & Recreation for four years. During this time, I developed innumerable 
transferable job skills that benefited me after graduation from UBC. This experience also 
allowed me to feel connected to the UBC campus and develop a sense of belonging at UBC. 
I made lifelong friends and met my husband during my time as a volunteer with UBC REC. I 
truly cannot begin to describe how essential the student volunteer program is to campus 
life at UBC.  

13. I have fond memories of arts county fairs as an undergrad at UBC - that's my primary 
association with the stadium. I also attended a number of other non-UBC music festivals at 
that stadium. 

14. I and many others in the UBC community with whom I have spoken see this trend towards 
promoting competitive athletics at UBC, in the corporate-minded, American mode, as a 
negative direction in policy. UBC's spending in recent years on unnecessary projects or 
"brand promotion" is out of control, as student tuition has increased and the Board has 
pressured the province to lift caps. Building many millions of dollars worth of new 
athletics facilities will only promote non-academic pursuits, not to mention support a 
more aggressive, macho, competitive environment and student culture (which will, in turn, 
lead to more sexual assault). As an undergraduate and graduate student at UBC, one of the 
things I've appreciated about our campus is the minimal influence of varsity athletics and 
Greek life compared to many American campuses or even those in other parts of Canada, 
where these types of institutions wield tremendous cultural and financial power. This 
should not change. I presume this policy direction was conceived with the intention that 



 

 

 

 

more athletics will bring more donations from wealthy predominately white, heterosexual 
males?  NO to the promotion of competitive athletics and the construction of new athletics 
facilities at UBC. YES to the fostering of a student environment which promotes ecology, 
the arts, creativity, healthy communities, and student autonomy. YES to divestment from 
fossil fuels, NO to the "GamePlan."  

15. The academic unit in the WMG has been systematically disregarded in terms of faculty, 
staff and student needs - classrooms neglected - offices in state of disrepair - basement air 
and rodent issues - delayed or non existent maintenance - lack of sufficient janitorial help 

16. FOr much of my time at UBC, construction has been a staple of the lanscape. While it 
signifies exciting new developments, it also signifies a lot of waste and a disregard for 
heritage. I think UBC needs to focus more on working with what it has rather than always 
knocking things down and starting again new. 

17. I was asked to leave a facility because the staff working there did not understand my trans 
gender expression and I have never felt safe going back. This has impacted my mental and 
physical well being in many ways, including my academic performance. 

18. I am a full time student and I believe the health and wellbeing of students is incredibly 
important for success. Coming from a smaller university, University of Victoria, to a much 
larger one, I was expecting outstanding recreation facilities. I was shocked at the low 
quality of the recreation facilities. I am not even able to workout at the bird coop, as it is so 
small and over crowded, so I had to go off campus and pay almost $50 a month for a gym 
membership. I'm already paying thousands of dollars in tuition and school fees and have 
found the facilities here to be essentially unacceptable.  

19. I use the Bird coop gym almost every morning before work (including treadmill, free 
weights and many of the weight machines).  It is very run down.  Can get overcrowded.  
But I love it.  Thanks.  

 

20. The biggest problem with the existing facilities is lack of maintenance.  For years, the 
aquatic centre has been falling apart (even before the new aquatic centre had been 
envisaged).  The number of "closed" days due to unexpected maintenance issues has risen.  
Showers rarely work.  The fact that the outdoor pool had to be closed is embarrassing for 
UBC; it should have been possible, through proper maintenance, to keep it open.  I hope 
maintenance (for all athletic facilities) is considered foremost in any upcoming plan.  
Otherwise, we will just spend money building shiny new buildings, which will make people 
happy for a few years, but will deteriorate quickly. 

 

 

21. I've worked at the SRC for almost a year and have dealt with numerous complaints about 
the lack of gym space/lockers, etc. and I agree with them. We need a much larger gym. 

22. Workplace health needs some attention. In coming to the Pt Grey campus, I have been 
surprised that faculty/staff have no benefits from the university in terms of accessing 
recreational opportunities here. More striking to me is that as a faculty/staff member who 
is not able to live on campus due to no rental inventory, I was unable to benefit from some 
access programmes that were squarely available to those living on campus. This certainly 



 

 

 

 

did not and does not align with this university's principles, and this is an excellent 
opportunity to table those concerns. 

23. Honestly, it's kind of embarrassing for me as a student at UBC. While UBC says they 
promote health and wellbeing of students, one of the major ways to achieve that (fitness 
options to increase health and decrease stress) is very poorly emphasized and 
accommodated. My undergraduate college of 1,500 students had twice as many gyms, 
pools, and fields and the same amount of exercise equipment (plus greater availability of 
those amenities). The current fitness and recreation centers are completely inadequate for 
meeting the needs of the student body. I have actually told former classmates and former 
university teammates who are equally invested in fitness that this may not be the ideal 
place for them based solely on the lack of attention UBC seems to place on the physical and 
thus mental wellbeing of its students. I know there are limited facilities and the current 
system is doing the best it can with the resources it has and I appreciate the efforts of the 
individuals involved. But considering the poor attendance of varsity games (thus no need 
to expand spectator seating) coupled with the actual waiting times that can occur at the 
birdcoop, at the SRC gyms, the aquatic center, etc. it seems like a greater emphasis on 
those elements would propel UBC forward especially in fulfilling its stated mission to 
improve the health and wellbeing of students, faculty, and staff. Thank you very much for 
asking for feedback on this important issue and all the best of luck! 

24. I'm currently on exchange, and the gym at the university here is at least 3 times the size of 
the birdcoop, and the student body is less than half of that at UBC, and it is still relatively 
crowded. The birdcoop is severely crowded which I think discourages many students from 
exercising and staying healthy. I know many people who don't go to the birdcoop solely 
because of how crowded it is. I think you could increase the size of the birdcoop 7 fold and 
it would be a manageable amount of busy. 

25. I played on the varsity football team here and I have to say that the stadium in its current 
configuration is inadequate. I still don't understand how visiting teams were able to dress 
and prepare for a game given the lack of space and facilities in their dressing rooms.  Our 
dressing rooms, while large enough, are still far behind the quality of the other schools in 
the conference, and as noted are not in an ideal location in relation to the field. While the 
stadium is somewhat disconnected from the rest of campus, I think many students have 
positive memories of sitting on the grassy hill to take in a game, something that none of the 
other sites offer. I think it only makes sense to build new if it would bring the stadium 
much closer to the center of campus.  

 

26. I work out at the Coop because it's the cheapest (as far as I know) gym on campus. It is also 
the most central, being right next to the bus loop so it's easy for me to go home right after. 
I keep my bag in a locker there for convenience so that I don't have to lug it 20 mins across 
campus from my classes in the Kaiser area. However, I pay $30 per term + $70 per year for 
the locker, to a total of $130 per year to use the cheapest and most convenient gym, which 
is always overcrowded and is pretty outdated. 

 

Friends at other universities, such as University of Toronto and Western, enjoy the 
benefits of a greater investment in recreation and athletics. Their gym access is included in 
their student fees, and includes fitness classes, whereas we have to pay extra for those. 




