March 3rd, 2017
Gabrielle Armstrong
Senior Manager Consultation
Campus and Community Planning
The University of British Columbia Vancouver Campus
2210 West Mall
Vancouver BC V6T 1Z4

Dear Ms. Armstrong,
Thank you for the opportunity to be informed about the planning for the future
of the Thunderbird Stadium and War Memorial Gym at the University of British
Columbia’s Vancouver campus.
We urge UBC to take the opportunity to retain both of these facilities. Both sites
hold a high level of heritage significance and deserve recognition of their value to
both the immediate and wider community. They are important assets that can
continue to be a valuable part of a vibrant forward-looking community that
retains connection to its proud history. Both structures deserve to be retained not
just for their considerable architectural merit but also for the role they have
played in the history of the campus, the lives of UBC alumni and the broader
community. War Memorial Gym is additionally a powerful physical reminder of
UBC honoring fallen friends, classmates and colleagues and was built due to
fundraising efforts by students. Both sites can be adapted to modern needs,
continuing in the same or similar use while retaining and protecting their
character defining elements and significance.
The public benefit of heritage buildings and sites should not be underestimated
and it is appropriate to make every effort to retain them for current and future
generations. UBC is to be commended on the work already done to identify
heritage resources such as these across the campus and to examine how they can
be retained and continue in use. Heritage places enrich our experience, connect
communities and help create distinctive places that reflect the people and events
that have helped shape them. Retaining and reusing buildings and structures is
also a sustainable way to make smart use of our resources and reduce
environmental impact.
Both War Memorial Gym and Thunderbird Stadium are irreplaceable assets for
the University of British Columbia. We urge you to retain both and prioritize ways
to adapt them to continued use that is sensitive to their heritage value for the
community.
Sincerely,

Judith Mosley
Executive Director
judith@vancouverheritagefoundation.org

